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PINE LAKE RETREAT
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AT CAMP KULAQUA

Kids beat the heat at Camp
Kulaqua, top, and teens
learn cooperation as they
shimmy up a telephone
pole, far left. Summer camp
has lots of activities. Pine
Lake Retreat, left and bottom, is the newest small
group facility.
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CAMP KULAQUA—
HIGH SPRINGS
• More than 40,000
people use this 620acre facility each year.
• Started as a summer
camp in 1953-54, it
now meets the needs
of kids in the 1990s.
• More than 2,500 children made decisions
for Christ in the past
three years. Thirty
percent of these children were nonAdventist.
• Camp provides summer jobs for academy
and college students.
• It accommodates
groups up to 500—
Conference, local
church, family, and
other organizations.
• Summer camp schedules are available from
the camp—(904) 4541351 or the Conference office, (407)
644-5000 x129.
PINE LAKE RETREAT—
GROVELAND
• A convenient, quiet
getaway for church retreats, seminars, class
trips, day meetings,
and family retreats.
• Located two hours
closer to South Florida
than Camp Kulaqua
and less than one hour
from Orlando’s most
famous attractions.
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PINE LAKE RETREAT
FLORIDA CONFERENCE’S NEWEST SMALL
GROUP CAMPING/RETREAT FACILITY
SPENCER FREEMAN
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retreat ministry,” says
Phil Younts, administrative director for Conference camp ministries.
“While Camp Kulaqua
meets the large group
needs of the Conference,
Pine Lake is designed to
meet small group personal needs.”
The 120-acre facility is
the former Groveland
Academy and was acquired by Florida Conference in December, 1994.
A two-year, campus-wide
remodeling project has
made the facilities ideal
for churches, schools,
Pathfinders, healthcare
groups, and families.
Ten family chalets, 18
RV sites, and new restroom and laundry facilities were added to the

ine Lake Retreat
in Groveland is
becoming
known as a convenient,
quiet, getaway spot for
church retreats, seminars,
and day meetings.
Located less than an
hour from Orlando and
about the same distance
from either coast, it is
also drawing out-of-state
academy class trips and
spring break groups,
Christian organizations,
and snowbirds. Members
are finding Pine Lake Retreat the ideal spot to be
away from it all, yet still
in the midst of everything Central Florida has
to offer.
“Pine Lake is a complement to the Florida
Conference camping and
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existing lodge and dormitory accommodations.
This expanded housing
accommodates groups
up to 120.
“When groups rent
the facility, they can set
their own schedule,
structure, and programming,” explains Tom Hall,
Pine Lake manager.
“They can enjoy meals we
prepare or they can prepare their own in the
lodging facilities or the
camp’s cafeteria.
“For recreation, most
adult groups just enjoy
walking around the campus and fellowshipping
together in the midst of
God’s created beauty,”
says Hall. “For the more
energetic visitor, we have
a new 38' x 68' swimming
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pool and jacuzzi; courts
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and a low ropes challenge
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For inquiries/reservations for Pine Lake Retreat and Camp Kulaqua, contact Reservation Central.
Phone: (904) 454-1351 • Fax: (904) 454-4748
E-mail: groups@campkulaqua.com • World Wide Web: http://www.campkulaqua.com
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STATE-WIDE CAMPOREE—
HIGHLIGHT OF PATHFINDER YEAR

S

et up in a
tent city,
nearly
2,000 (1,959)
youngsters and
teens attended
the April 2-5
state-wide Pathfinder Camporee this spring
at Camp Kulaqua, the
Conference’s
620-acre camp

in High Springs, Florida,
northwest of Gainesville.
Pathfinders is the
denomination’s co-educational scouting-type
program for boys and
girls in Grades 5-12 and is
open to children in the
community regardless of
their religious affiliation.
Parents and guardians
value Pathfinders which
fosters citizenship, character development, ser-
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vice to the community,
allegiance to America,
leadership training, respect to mankind and the
environment, and spiritual-life emphasis. Pathfinder Club meetings are
held one night a week
plus additional outings.
In a midway of events
at the Camporee, kids
could enjoy recreation or
earn honors—similar to a
merit badge. They went
horseback riding; could
learn to canoe (pictured
far left, middle); browse
the internet and use a
web page (far left, bottom); play computer
games; heighten disabilities awareness where they
could learn to use a
wheelchair or get an idea
of being sightless; screen
print tee-shirts (bottom
center); or be in the National Invitational Bible
Bowl—Maranatha won!
“I liked singing Love in
Any Language,” said one
girl after the Friday night
concert. Love in Any Lan-

Three years of planning
went into the Pathfinder
Camporee. In addition to
fun, education, and friendship, Pathfinders serves to
win youth to Christ. Mark
Volkman was baptized in
Hornsby Spring on
Camporee Sabbath and
now attends the Clermont
church. George Vargas was
rebaptized and worships
with the new Haines City
Spanish group.

guage was the Camporee
theme. Florida’s congregations are rich in the diversity of cultures and
languages with nine major language groups: English, Creole, Portuguese,
Vietnamese, Korean,
Pilipino, Spanish, Yugoslavian, and Romanian.
There were 79 Pathfinder Clubs from across
Florida which reflected
this unity in diversity.
Kids could even visit
Thailand in the tent city.
The Jacksonville Mandarin Club had studied
Thailand for months and
brought decor, costumes,
food, a museum, and a
marketplace.
A Discover the Power
International Camporee
will be held August 10-14,
1999 at the Experimental
Aircraft Association
Campground in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
Information about
joining Pathfinders is
available at your church.
—Cindy Kurtzhals
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CAMP MEETING
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embers from
Homestead,
Lauderhill, and
North Miami, Florida, tuned in
via satellite to the 104th Camp
Meeting at Forest Lake Academy in Apopka. Fellow believers in Tappahannock, Virginia;
Camden, Maine; and Charleston, South Carolina—under
the “footprint” of the satellite
across North America—could
watch and worship together.
Excitement and appreciation is
heard through their comments.
QUICK COMMENTS
FLORIDA VIEWERS

FROM

“Watching Camp Meeting was one high after another! Makes me want to do
my part more than ever before! Jesus is coming!”
—Bruce Garrett, Pt. Charlotte
“We’ve been thoroughly
enjoying and receiving a
blessing from the satellite
services each evening. We

1998 on Sabbaths and each
evening.” —Winter Haven

hate to see them end. We especially like the featured
churches sharing what they
are doing in their communities.” —New Port Richey

FROM

“Greetings from Winter
Haven, the home of beautiful
Cypress Gardens and the
Water Skiing Hall of Fame.
We are letting you know that
our congregation is participating in Camp Meeting

“Greetings from Winnipeg’s Henderson Highway
church. We are approximately 125 watching the
Camp Meeting and will be
with you all week.”
—Henderson church,
Manitoba, Canada

QUICK COMMENTS
OUT OF STATE

4

“I have an ACN connection into my office in the
General Conference. You
came over great.”
—Philip Follett, general vice
president, General Conference
“We live in a remote area
in the Santa Rita mountains
in southeast Arizona and do
not get to our church in Tucson very often. It is wonderful to hear Elder Phipps

preach and sing. Also, mission reports from around the
world.” —Eleanor & Paul
Neff, Sahuarita, Arizona
“We are so glad you are
making this possible—especially for my mother who is
at home and has not been
able to attend Camp Meeting
for several years.”
—David & Donna Jensen,
Gentry, Arkansas
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Shasta EmeryBurr and Jennifer
Tyner.
The purpose
of eXcite98 is to
invite, excite, and
ignite this generation to strengthen
relationships with
one another, with
God, and with the
community. Powerful worships,
small group discussions and
prayer groups,
Orane Daley, age 15, member of
specialized work- the Maranatha church.
shops, concerts,
young keynote speakers,
will be tied into eXcite98,
social events, and service
a three-day conference,
opportunities will enAugust 6-9 in Riverside,
courage young adults to
California. The conferinvite God into their
ence is being initiated,
lives, their marriages,
planned, organized, and
their families, and their
presented by young
communities.
adults for young adults.
This Youth Sabbath
—Shasta Emery-Burr
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eventh-day
Adventist
churches across
the nation are encouraged to invite someone
under age 35 to give the
Sabbath sermons on August 8. In Florida Conference, churches are being
encouraged to invite
someone under age 25!
“It’s time for young
adults to come together,
uniting themselves for
God and the Church—
redefining the stereotype
of ‘Generation X’ so that
they will be known as a
generation for Christ,”
say eXcite98 originators
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PRESENT GIFTS
TRUSTS - WILLS
ANNUITIES
THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THOSE
WHO PREPARE FOR IT.

WHO NEEDS ESTATE PLANNING?
WHY DO I NEED THIS?
WHAT ARE THESE DOCUMENTS?
HOW DO I OBTAIN ASSISTANCE?
To learn more about estate services, complete and mail the coupon below.
Name _______________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City _________________________________________
State, Zip ____________________________________
Telephone (_________) _________________________
MAIL TO:

FLORIDA KEYS MINI CAMP MEETING

A. LEE BENNETT, JR.

M

embers of the
Marathon
and Key West
churches were excited
that Florida Conference
President Gordon Retzer
attended BibleFest ’98.
“This was very important because it made
them feel that they are a
part of the Florida Conference,” says Marathon/
Key West District Pastor
Robert Sparenberg. “We
have to realize that the
small, [geographically]
isolated areas don’t always have the benefit of
leaders [coming] from
the Conference and they
tend to feel left out.”
BibleFest ’98 was a

mini Camp Meeting at
Knight’s Campground in
the Florida Keys, May 13, hosted by the Marathon and Key West
churches. Sparenberg believes this was the first
time a Camp Meeting has
been conducted there.
“One woman said
she’s lived in the Florida

Keys for 47 years and
never thought she’d see
the day we’d have a Camp
Meeting here,” he added.
Weekend guest speakers came from Florida
Conference, the General
Conference, Southern
Union Conference, and
Florida Hospital.
—A. Lee Bennett, Jr.
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Estate Services
Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
P.O. Box 2626, Winter Park, FL 32790-2626
OR CALL: (407) 644-5000 x186
FAX: (407) 644-7550
E-MAIL: 102555.1016@compuserve.com
Would you like an Estate Services Representative to visit
you? ❑ Yes ❑ No

ADVENTIST COMMUNICATION NETWORK

Broadcast Schedule
August 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First Wednesday
7:30-9 p.m. • Galaxy 6, Ch. 11
August 8 . . . . . . . . . Adventist-Laymen’s Services &
Industries 51st Annual Convention
1:30-3:30 p.m. • Galaxy 3, Ch. 23
August 15 . . . . . Voice of Prophecy Family Reunion
8-10 p.m. • Telstar 5, Ch. 24
FOR ADDITIONAL TIMES, UPDATES, AND PROGRAM
INFORMATION, CALL ACN — 1-800-226-1119

Editor’s Note: Every three years, a Triennial
Report of how the Conference is spreading the
gospel, is prepared for delegates to the Constituency Meeting. Continuing issues of Florida Focus
will contain portions of this report which we want
every member to be able to read.

P

icture this—
you have
stepped back in
time to a point at which
you have been deprived
of all gadgets which depend on electricity. Can
you imagine the frustrating limitations such a
change would perpetrate
as you attempt your daily
routine of duties? The
one place reflecting the
least amount of change
just might be the local
church school!
Modern life’s most
predictable aspect is
change. The printed word
has given way to microfilm, computer memory
banks, communication
blips, and photoelectric
printouts. Telecommunications have as dramatically ushered in a new era
as did Gutenberg’s movable type five centuries
ago. This era of visual literacy demands that anyone associated with
education reconsider the
learning process.
During the triennium,
the need for change was
acknowledged and the
process began through
several steps.
TEACHING TO
LEARNING STYLES
Learning style is real
and it makes a difference.
Each of us is unique and
our lives need to reflect
this uniqueness.
Adventist schools need to
embrace the need for
multiple methods of in-

Eugene Brewer, Conference vice president/superintendent for education.

struction if they are to
reach diverse learners.
Florida Conference
teachers were inserviced
in the 4MAT System. The
4MAT System is a model
for educational technology based on research in
learning styles, hemisphericity, creativity, and
effective management
training. It capitalizes on
the strengths of four major learning styles identified by researchers from
many fields.
When 4MAT is used to
design instruction, learners are exposed to each of
the four major learning
styles methods in sequence: direct experience, reflective
observation, abstract
conceptualization, and
active experimentation.
Besides outlining teaching methods for different
learners, the model also
uses right and left brain
mode processing strategies leading to wholebrained instruction.

began participating in a
pilot program that gives
them the technology to
interview specialists or
conduct field trips anywhere across the globe—
changing students’
age-old question of,
“Why do I need to know
this stuff?” to “What can
we study today?”
Via digital satellite receivers, 25 percent of
Florida schools are now
equipped to study every
nook and cranny of the
world. Teachers are using
this technology to develop lesson plans that
integrate all subject areas.
In turn, students will
learn to access, analyze,

TECHNOLOGY
Eleven Florida schools
6

and use the abundant
amount of information
available through the satellite program.
THE OFFICE OF
EDUCATION
The office of education exists for the purpose of administering
and supervising the Conference educational program. This involves
supporting local programs by providing professional instructional
staff, supervising teachers, facilitating staff development, developing
curriculum, evaluating
and accrediting schools,
providing testing and

psychological services,
and coordinating the system with the state of
Florida. Other functions
include financial assistance and management.
GOALS AS WE
APPROACH THE 21ST
CENTURY
1. Christlike, Seventhday Adventist Christian Education
What does this mean?
Why does the Church
spend millions of dollars
each year to operate a
school system? The government already maintains a highly developed
public school system for
making citizens.
In order for the
Church to continue to
exist, there is a body of
knowledge, values, and
ideals that must be transmitted to the younger
generation. The Biblical
principle of social transmission is given in Joel
1:3, “Tell ye your children
of it, and let your children tell their children,
and their children another generation.” A true
knowledge of God is the
source of Adventist education. This knowledge is

“Learning style is real and it makes a difference. Each of us is unique and our lives need to reflect this uniqueness. Adventist
schools need to embrace the need for multiple methods of instruction if they are to reach diverse learners.”
—Eugene Brewer, Conference Vice President for Education and Superintendent of Education

Canadian businessmen, 1952

transmitted through fellowship and companionship with Him in study
and service. The aim is
likeness to Him in character development.
Schools can serve effectively as a mission outreach to the community.
When a school desires to
recognize this potential
ministry, they must also
recognize that the program carries additional
responsibility—while
never losing sight of the
fact that the Adventist
school system has, as its
basic evangelistic task,
the education and redemption of the children
and youth of the Church.
2. Caring Environment—
Invitational Education
Invitational education
provides both a theoretical framework and practical strategies through
which educators can create schools where people
want to be and want to
learn. It makes four
assumptions:
A. People are able, valuable, and responsible
and should be treated
accordingly.
B. Education should be a
collaborative, coop-

erative activity.
C. People possess untapped potential in all
areas of human endeavor.
D. Human potential can
best be realized by
places, policies, and
processes that are specifically designed to
invite development;
also by people who are
intentionally inviting
themselves, both personally and professionally.
3. Creativity—The Creative Process
“Creative energy not
allowed to develop will
express itself in power
gone bad. Creative power
gone bad is evil.” —Sam
Gilliam, addressing 4MAT
Renewal Conference, 1996
“An ulcer, gentlemen,
is an unkissed imagination taking its revenge for
having been jilted. It is an
unwritten poem, an
undanced dance, an unpainted watercolor. It is a
declaration from the
mankind of the man that
a clear spring of joy has
not been tapped and that
it must break through
muddily, on its own.”
—John Ciardi, addressing

FINANCE
Florida Conference continues to
be one of the most
liberal conferences
in subsidizing
church school programs. Considerable time has been
expended working
with local boards
and ad-hoc committees in the area
of school finance.
Union conferences and
North American Division
study groups are focused
on the growing cost of
providing Adventist
education. While these
studies are still underway,
the tuition and subsidydriven approach to funding local school programs
continues.
SPECIAL NEEDS
TESTING
The office of education offers a psycho-educational assessment
process with reputable
testing instruments, preand post-testing consultation, developmental
history, formal diagnosis,
and intervention strategies to remedy students’
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learning problems. A behavioral referral process
has also been initiated as
part of this service.
Florida Conference is one
of only two conferences
in the North American
Division which offer such
services to schools and
parents. The changing
status of family units
with more single parent
homes has brought about
this growing demand
upon schools and their
support groups to “fill in
the gaps” in terms of student development and
self-esteem.
CONSULTATION
SERVICES/PROGRAM
DEVELOPMENT
The office of education staff continues to be
called upon by the Southern Union Conference,
Southern Adventist University, and the North
American Division for
curriculum development
and training programs.
APPRECIATION
Students and teachers
are what education is all
about. Florida’s schools
exist for the children and
young people, yet without the dedicated ministry of teachers,

principals, and other
school personnel, education would not succeed.
To these committed professionals who daily
touch the lives of
Florida’s students we say,
“Thank you!”
Sincere appreciation is
expressed to members of
the K-12 Board of Education who have served
during the triennium.
They have been deeply
involved and committed
to a program of excellence. This Board is the
employing body for all
professional Florida Conference school-based personnel and is vital to the
K-12 education system.
It is also a privilege to
work with the dedicated
personnel in the Florida
Conference office of education. The associate superintendents and office
secretaries are completely
dedicated to the ministry
of Adventist education
and give more than expected to this great work.
Together, the office of
education staff is grateful
to the Conference officers, Executive Committee, local school boards,
pastors, and constituents
of the Conference for the
support it has received.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS
• Evidence of impact on
Conference/mission/
priorities.
• Evidence of collaboration/coordination
with other departments.
MAY 17, 1998

VOTED to PROCEED
with plans to build a store
at Camp Kulaqua to include a full-service
Adventist Book Center,
owned and operated by
the Adventist Book Center. This will provide service to north Florida
churches, to all groups attending functions at
Camp Kulaqua, and to
nonAdventist groups and
individuals who visit the
camp.
APPOINTED the
Divorce, Remarriage,
and Readmittance
Committee with Gus
Scheuneman, senior pas-

—Gordon Retzer

Florida Focus is available as an
Adobe Acrobat document. You
and your friends around the planet
can download and read Florida Focus
Online! You can find it two places—on the
CompuServe Adventists Online Forum B in
the Southern Union library, or on the internet
at ftp://ftp.southernunion.com/florida/
Need assistance? Call the Communication
Department, (407) 644-5000 x122.

FLORIDA CONFERENCE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
P.O. BOX 2626
WINTER PARK, FL 32790-2626
(407) 644-5000
FAX: (407) 644-7550
OF

tor of the Winter Springs
church, as chair.
VOTED to CONTINUE seeking a solution to the need for more
youth coordinators/pastors in certain parts of the
Conference and that the
budget process for the
1999 budget take this
need into account.
VOTED to RECOMMEND to all churches
that Sabbath, August 8, be
designated Youth Sabbath throughout the
Florida Conference. It is
the vision that every pulpit in every church be
filled by a committed
youth (or two or three)
who is 25 years old or
younger. This flows from
the voted Conference priority that, “Youth be enfranchised as full
participants in the mission of the Church.”

✁

MARCH 15, 1998
REVIEWED the 1997
Trends and Growth Statistics for Florida Conference. This is a very
comprehensive look at
how we are doing.
We praise the Lord for
the tremendous growth
in 1997 membership—
41,917; baptisms—2,441;
and tithe—$28,236,604.
The Committee received
a detailed report of each
local church’s growth statistics. It was noted that a
net of 71.03% of tithe is
available for use in the
Florida Conference (includes the contribution
to the Retirement Fund).
The employee medical
expense increased more
than $500,000. The bottom line is that while
there are some challenges, the Florida Conference is growing and is
healthy.
VOTED that the Boca
Raton church would
move from the Boca
Raton community to the
Wellington community.
VOTED to APPROVE
the concept of a systematic department mission
review with the following
four items as core statements to assist in this appraisal process:
• Evidence of value to
local church(es)
health and growth.
• Evidence of effective
use of financial resources.

Calendar
of
Events

Florida Adventist Book Center ———
Orders accepted by e-mail: gwhitt@southernunion.com
New store hours at Forest Lake Book and Nutrition Center on the campus
of Forest Lake Academy, 3909 E. Semoran Blvd. Apopka.
Mon.-Wed., 1-5:30 p.m. and Thu., 1-7:30 p.m. Details:
(407) 869-9006.
Bookmobile Schedule: Call 1-800-765-6955.
August ———————————————————
Aug. 1
Hispanic Men’s Convention. Greater Miami Academy.
Details: Sergio Torres, (305) 225-0528.
Aug. 13 Schools Open. Dates may vary by school.
Aug. 13-14 Parish Nursing Workshop.␣ Florida Hospital. Participants will
learn the interrelationship of faith and health. Details: Mary
Lou Cummings, (407) 893-6957. Registration: Florida Hospital Education and Research Department, (407) 897-1975.
Aug. 21-23 Pathfinder Leadership Convention. Camp Kulaqua. Details:
(407) 644-5000 x127.
Adventist Singles Ministries
Fellowship Dinners ———————————
Details: Doug Hursh, new president for Adventist Singles Ministries,
Central Florida chapter, (407) 321-1217.
Aug. 8
Forest Lake and First Church of West Palm Beach.
Aug. 22 Kress Memorial.
Aug. 29 Deltona (English).
Sep. 12
Forest Lake and West Palm Beach First.
Sep. 26
Kress Memorial.
Evangelistic Meetings —————————
Aug. 21-Sep. 26 Lester Pratt and Roy and Amy Pauley. Daytona Beach.
Aug. 22-Oct. 3
Bob and Mary Goransson. Miami Central Spanish.
Oct. 9-Nov. 14
Ric Swaningson. Boca Raton.
September —————————————————
Sep. 4-7 Young Adults—Fun & Fellowship Spiritual Retreat. Cancun,
Mexico. Age 18 and up. Guest speaker: Terry Pooler. Pre-registration required. Cost: $399. Details: (407) 644-5000 x129.
Sep. 11-13 Children’s Ministries Convention—English. Camp Kulaqua.
Details: (904) 454-9830.
Sep. 18-20 Children’s Ministries Convention—Hispanic. Camp
Kulaqua. Details: (904) 454-9830.
Sep. 18-20 Adventist Singles Ministries Retreat. Pine Lake Retreat. Details: (904) 429-4454.
Sep. 25-27 Filipino-American Association of Seventh-day Adventists
Annual Retreat. Camp Kulaqua. Guest speaker: Charles
Bradford. Details: Eliseo Liwag, (407) 381-2887.
Sep. 27
Executive Committee. Florida Conference office.
October ——————————————————
Oct. 9-11 Women’s Ministries Directors’ Workshop. Pine Lake Retreat.
Oct. 10- Net ’98—“The NEXT Millennium Seminar: Finding a Forever
Nov. 14 Friendship with God.” Via satellite from Berrien Springs,
Michigan to your church or a church near you.

—Elaine Jeffers
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