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Called To Preach
11-year-old Natalie Bruzón
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Living On Purpose
by Mike Cauley, Florida Conference President

in the world are we doing here?” God
“W hat
created us to live an abundant, meaning-

ful life. The devil hates the idea of fulfillment and
happiness. Yet, following Jesus’ plan, He opens a
door for satisfaction and meaning. Being empowered to live for His purposes is one of the richest
gifts that we can receive from the Lord.
God made you for worship, fellowship, ministry,
and growth. He also made you to be richly blessed when you use your
God-given abilities to share Jesus with someone else. Those are God’s
purposes for you, and those are the reasons that He established the
Church—to be a community of people who bring hope and purpose to
the lives of others. It is called disciple making. Disciple making or discipleship is just another way of talking about growing in grace; becoming fully mature believers.
God’s commission to us to make disciples becomes a reality when
every member is living life on purpose; when every member is functioning in coordination with other members for the purpose of seeking
and saving the lost. You may not give a Bible study or preach a sermon,
but if you are involved in your local church, serving according to your
spiritual gifts, you will find satisfaction and meaning. This is the way
that both the New Testament church and the early Adventist believers
lived, on purpose, and this is our commission—to help the 17 million
other people in Florida understand God’s purposes for them.
The Lord is calling us to invert our priorities as a Conference of
churches and schools. His dream is that everything we do should be
for the purpose of leading people who don’t know Jesus to accept His
grand design for their lives. We are too far along in history to maintain
the status quo. As the Florida Conference family, let’s live on purpose.
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by Pastor Carlos Bence, Winter Park Spanish Church

F

or about a year, I had a dream to have
Natalie Bruzón as the main speaker in
a full campaign of evangelism meetings. I
perceived in that girl someone with a special gift to preach with power. So I talked
with her parents and grandparents, and
they agreed to take on the responsibility
of the preparation for this event.
I’m so thankful that my dream came
true! For a full week, Natalie was preaching—not just memorizing a sermon, but
preaching with such power that even her
family got goosebumps seeing how God
was speaking through her. Every night,
Natalie made an altar call and dozens of
people accepted Jesus.
As a direct result of this effort, our
church had a tremendous revival. Thirteen souls were baptized and more than
10 others are waiting for baptism in the
next month.
To God be the glory! The time has come
to have our children doing evangelism!

Make Plans for
Tomorrow…Today!

Clear Focus Productions Video

FLORIDA
FOCUS

A Pastor’s Dream
For Natalie

G

ood planning requires good information. Florida Conference
provides helpful estate planning information to assist you in creating a plan
that is right for you.
Without a good plan, a disproportionate amount of your assets may go to
state and federal governments in taxes.
Remaining assets may go to individuals
other than loved ones you prefer to benefit, and the guardianship of minor children may be determined by state laws.
With careful planning, you can make
the decisions on guardianship, personal
representative, and estate beneficiaries,
including your favorite charities.
For estate planning information:
http://plannedgiving.floridaconference.com/
or (407) 644-5000 x186.
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Camp Meeting satellite host Dan Matthews
interviewed Natalie Bruzón during the
Florida Family segment on May 29. Some of
Natalie’s comments:
“When I humble myself to the Lord, I
don’t expect much. I expect the Spirit to
work through me. Then, really majestic
things happen—amazing things!”
“Preaching is way more than learning a
sermon. Preaching is learning a sermon and
putting yourself in God’s hands. If you learn
a sermon, but you’re not in God’s hands,
then learning a sermon is worth nothing because the Spirit won’t be talking to you and
the people won’t be touched.”

Lee Bennett

My Goal :
To Be Like Jesus,
My Hero

Leonard Fernandez

Each night during her evangelism series, 11-yearold Natalie Bruzón made an altar call. Dozens
came forward to accept Jesus. Twenty-three
people made decisions for baptism.

by Natalie Bruzón

U

sually kids say
their heroes are
their mom, their dad,
or someone famous.
There is nothing
wrong with having
heroes, but I would
like to tell you that
my hero isn’t someone
from earth. My hero is
Jesus, and my goal is
to be like Him.
God called me to
do His work when I
was in second grade.
At first, I didn’t preach
whole sermons. I started preaching whole
sermons just recently.
Some of you may be
wondering how I, an

11-year-old girl, can
know anything about
God calling me. Well,
I believe that God
doesn’t go looking at
our age. He just calls
on us when he thinks
it’s the right moment.
Many people think
that preaching is just
memorizing a sermon.
Well, that’s not all
there is to preaching. When I preach,
I need to make sure
that I am in communion with God.
If, at any moment, I
start thinking that I
already know the sermon by memory and
don’t need God, my
words will be empty.

There was a night
during the evangelistic crusade when I
started thinking that I
already knew what to
say, and I didn’t need
God’s help. That was
the worst thing I could
have ever done! That
night the sermon was
very empty. God really
taught me not to trust
in myself again.
Besides the times
that I thought I could
do it on my own, God
has really worked
through me in all the
sermons. Even when
He permits me to forget something or He
lets my words come
out empty, He still

helps me by teaching
me or reminding me
that I can never do it
on my own.
After I finish a sermon, I only get one
reward—seeing people
get baptized and seeing their lives changed
because of the work
God has done through
me. It may seem like
a small and insignificant reward, but it
isn’t. Seeing people get
baptized is like seeing
them resurrect, and
that is something really special.
I have been telling
you a lot about preaching, and you must be
thinking by now that
I should be a preacher
when I grow up. If you
are, I don’t blame you.
Many people share
your same opinion.
But you know, I don’t

want to be a preacher.
I want to be a mathematician who teaches
university math. I
also want to have a
degree in psychology so that I can give
seminars in church.
I am only telling you what I want
to do when I grow
up, but I don’t know
if that is what God
wants for my future.
That is really all
I can tell you about
myself and the miracle
that God has done in
my life. The story is
short because, as you
already know, I haven’t
been around for very
long. Maybe I will get
another opportunity
like this one when
I’m older to share
with you, again, the
miracle that God has
done in my life.
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Gloria Becker Chosen To Lead Forest Lake Academy

Gloria Becker visits with students in the Academy’s summer work program about their family vacation destinations.
by Jim Epperson

G

loria Becker received an unanimous vote in May
from the Forest Lake
Academy (FLA) Board
to serve as interim
principal for the 2006–
2007 school year.
The former executive secretary and
human resources
director for Florida
Conference has spent
seven years on the FLA
administrative team.
During this time, she
has directed the student recruitment and

development programs
and been in charge of
admissions, insurance,
and school safety.
Becker comes to the
job with not only vast
experience in conference and school administration, but also
a passion for young
people, a commitment
to Christ, and a love
for the school that can
only be duplicated in
the heart of an FLA
alumnus and parent of
FLA students.
Gloria’s administrative expertise will be
supplemented by three

seasoned vice principals in academics, student life, and distance
learning, who all have
past experience as
head administrators
in other schools.
The Florida Conference office of education congratulates
Gloria on her new
leadership role and
asks for God’s blessing
on her and her administrative team.
Becker Introduced
At Camp Meeting
“We have prayed
for God to send a new

The Becker family at the newly landscaped Forest Lake Academy Alumni
and Development House. From left: Devin, Jim, Gloria, Ryan, and Kristin.
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principal to fill a vacancy at Forest Lake
Academy,” announced
Florida Conference
President Mike Cauley during the first
Sabbath morning of
Florida Camp Meeting
on the FLA campus.
“I want to introduce
Gloria Becker who has
been appointed interim principal. We have
a lot of confidence that
God will use her.
“I’ve asked Gloria
to share what the Lord
has put on her heart
regarding His call
for her to lead Forest
Lake Academy into the
coming months.”
Becker responded,
“I believe in Christian
education and I believe in Christian education at Forest Lake
Academy. I believed in
it when I was a student
here just a few years
ago. I’ve believed in it
during the past seven
years that I’ve been a
part of the administrative team here. And, I
believe in it today.
“God has a special
place in His heart for
the FLA students and

staff. I know that. I
also believe He is leading and that He will
continue to lead.
“Our young people
need a safe, nurturing
place where they can
study, where they can
work, and where they
can play, have fun, and
build lifelong friendships. Forest Lake
Academy provides
those things.
“We have an excellent curriculum, and
I praise God for our
staff. They’re qualified,
they’re capable, and
they love Jesus Christ.
And, I thank the Lord
for the opportunity to
continue to serve at
this school.
“Now, I will ask one
thing of you: Please
remember us in your
prayers. God loves
us, and He cares for
us, and, every day, we
want to intentionally
lift up the Word of
God and Jesus Christ
to our young people.
We need your prayers
so that we will continue to do that every day
as we work together on
this campus.”

Walter Maier

Camp Meeting 2006 Evangelism
Stories Testify of Changed Lives

Ron Halvorsen Jr., Sligo Church senior pastor, Takoma Park, Maryland, presented the opening weekend sermons. He recalled
experiences of growing up with his evangelist father in New York City where he gave his heart to the Lord.

T

estimonies of
lives changed
through evangelism
were among the highlights at this year’s
Community Bible
Conference (Florida
Conference Camp
Meeting 2006) at Forest Lake Academy.
Church members’
stories were featured
through interviews
conducted by Dan
Matthews, satellite
television host, in the
Florida Family program segment, and by
Brendan White, pastor of the Lake City
Church, who called
for the evangelism offering at each meeting.
Among the highlights:
Victor and Gladys
Claudio, Plant City
Spanish Company
members, were baptized in 2005 after
attending evangelistic
meetings conducted
by Florida Conference
Evangelist Rolando de
los Ríos. Victor heard
about the series on de
los Ríos’ weekly radio
broadcast in Tampa.
In January 2006, the
Claudios attended a

discipleship training seminar at Camp
Kulaqua and, today,
they conduct a weekly
small group meeting
in their home.
Jeffrey Wolanski, a Jacksonville
Southpoint Church
teenager, told of his
life-changing experience on the Florida
Conference Peru mission trip (see page
six). Jeff, 17, went to
Chiclayo to run audio/visual equipment
for his pastor, Fidel
Soto, and ended up
preaching in a small
church. Seven people
were baptized. As
Jeff saw God working
in the lives of others
through him, his own
heart was changed.
Upon returning home,
Jeff and Cailyn, his
sister, were baptized.
Julie Bacon, a lay
leader at The Net in
Clermont told of this
church plant under
the auspices of Mt.
Dora Church’s Lifechanging Ministries.
The group, which
averages 80 a week,
meets in a store front

where people of all
ages find a safe place
to worship in a relaxed atmosphere that
welcomes praise music
and hymns, suits and
jeans, sandals and
shoes. Among the
seven baptisms in the
past year was Wayne
Leman who testified,
“The Net is a safe
environment where
people from the community feel loved
and accepted.”
Marc Swearingen,
Florida Conference
evangelist/PlymouthSorrento Church
pastor, reminisced
about his own conversion and baptism ten
years earlier. Joining
Marc on stage were
Rick Shaffer and Amy
Swallows who became
new members of the
Kissimmee Church
after attending meetings held by Marc.
Both felt loved the
moment they walked
into the church. They
testified, “If it wasn’t
for Florida Conference evangelism,
neither of us would
be here today.”

Camp Meeting Offering Goal :
$100,000 For Evangelism In Florida
In Camp News, distributed during Camp Meeting,
editors Walter Maier and
Brendan White included a
thermometer graph showing the rising total to the
$100,000 evangelism contributions goal. At press time,
the amount was $58,618.14.
Prayerfully consider your
contribution to evangelism in
Florida. With the Lord’s blessing, the $100,000 goal will
be reached when the new
total is shared in the next
issue of Florida Focus.
Mark your offering envelopes for Florida Evangelism, or contribute online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/

You Can Still Experience
the Blessings of Camp Meeting
See all the satellite broadcasts via the internet,
or download free MP3 audio recordings of
messages by Ron Halvorsen Jr., David Osborne,
Tony Moore, Mike Cauley, and Henry Wright.
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/
Community Bible Conference 2007
Join us for a full week of Camp Meeting next year:

May 25–June 2
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Peruvian Evangelism Report
Florida Members Return From April 26–May 11 Mission Experience

by Abel Paulín

This report is based
on a presentation by
Abel Paulín, Florida
Conference evangelism coordinator,
at the 2006 Florida
Camp Meeting.

T

he previous issue
of Florida Focus
announced that a trip
to Peru—evangelistic
in nature—was in the
preparation stages.
Florida Conference
President Mike Cauley
envisioned a group
of pastors, each with
some of their church
members, traveling to
Peru not only to help
in evangelism, but to
also be inspired, recapture the vision for
mission, and return
home ready to make a
difference in soul winning at their churches.
On April 26, 91
members and pastors
from Florida left for

the northern Peruvian
city of Chiclayo. Bob
Boggess, retired pastor, was asked to organize the participants
into effective evangelistic teams. These
teams responded with
enthusiasm, dedication, and discipline.
We were received
with open arms and
hearts by the people
there. We worked side
by side with lay people
from Chiclayo for
nine days as 32 evangelistic teams conducted meetings in 32
churches throughout
the city. We truly became partners in mission. Many teams held
children’s evangelism
programs and others
offered health presentations by three doctors we were fortunate
to have along with us.
The schedule was
intense. Early each
morning, we visited
with local residents
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who were attending
the meetings. Some
of our team members
were seen returning
at 8:00 a.m. Later in
the morning, we met
to discuss our evangelism strategy and find
principles we could
bring home to apply
to our efforts here in
Florida. In the afternoon, we continued
visiting interests before we held our meetings in the evening.
On May 6, our
group was involved
in baptizing 863 new
souls into the Church.
Shortly after returning home, we learned
that the number of
baptisms had reached
more than 1,000.
It is important to
understand that these
results
were the
climax
of a process that
started

months earlier as
Church members
in Chiclayo actively
participated in small
group evangelism by
loving, praying, and
working to serve people around them. By
the time we arrived,
many of those whose
lives had been touched
were ready to make
a decision for Jesus.
Our trip was a success—even beyond
the number of souls
baptized. Our members caught a new
vision of what is possible to do in Florida
by God’s grace.
Our churches need
the transforming
power of God. There
are 17 million people
living in Florida who
need to be reached

for Christ. I ask you
to invest in them not
only through our
evangelism offering,
but also through our
lives and our hearts
as we share His love.
Lessons We Learned
1. Success in evangelism requires member involvement
and ownership of
the mission.
2.	The small group is
a great venue for
both a healthy New
Testament Church
life and for mission
in the church to
take place.
3.	Evangelism has to
be a process. It is
not an event that
happens once in
a month and then
goes away.

Costa Rica
Friendship Evangelism In

“Christ’s method alone will give true
success in reaching people. The Savior
mingled with people as one who desired
their good. He showed His sympathy for
them, ministered to their needs, and won
their confidence. Then, He bade them,
‘Follow me.’”
—Healing Ministry, p. 143

by Chelsea Valencia

F

or the past three years, the Florida
Conference youth/young adult
ministries department has worked
with the Forest Lake, East Pasco, and
Apopka Churches and with Forest Lake
Academy to organize mission trips
with the purpose of bringing Christ
to others. They chose to adopt Tamarindo, Costa Rica, and return every
year to build lasting relationships.
The goal in Tamarindo is to
earn the trust of the residents and
to show them God’s love—not by
holding evangelistic series or seminars—rather by daily interaction.
Team friendship is built each morning at an enjoyable ocean-view breakfast after many have already seen a
beautiful sunrise from their surfboards
or a walk on the beach. After breakfast,
the group splits up to work on assigned
projects such as painting and repairing
area schools. Interaction takes place
with students as friendships are built.
Other projects might include tearing down and rebuilding houses or
a variety of structures, distributing
medical supplies, teaching English to
high school students, and sharing
items brought on the trip that might
not otherwise be available.
“Our young adults have taken
Christ’s method of reaching people
and have greatly impacted lives for good
in the Tamarindo area,” says Bill Crofton, Florida Conference youth/young
adult ministries director. “Lifetime
relationships have been formed, trust
has been won, and we are excited to see
what God has in store for the future.”

Chelsea Valencia
(seated, middle left)
has participated in three
Costa Rica mission trips,
assisting the distribution of
clothes, toys, and medical
supplies to local families.
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Financial Summary 2005: A Breakthrough Year
by Tom Verrill,
Conference treasurer

T

he 2003 to 2005 triennium was a critical
period of transition for the Florida
Conference. It has been a time of significant adjustment, with a new president
and treasurer, reductions in staffing
levels in nearly every segment of the
organization, and changes in several
aspects of operations. 2005 marked a
breakthrough year for the Conference
in the area of finances and established a
solid foundation for financial stabil-ity
as we look to the future.
We thank you for your interest in
your conference’s finances and hope
this summary helps you better understand how your tithes and offerings are
being managed.

the highest in recent history for Florida
Conference. This tithe increase helped
operations by more than $3.8 million
as compared to the budget, and allowed
the Conference to end the year with a
positive bottom line.
You will also note that the tithe per
capita has increased steadily over the
past three years, ending in 2005 at
$871 per member.
Tithe Income
$49 million
$47 million
$45 million
$43 million
$41 million

How was 2005 for the Conference
$39 million
as it relates to finances ?
2003
2004
2005
2005 was a very good year for the
Florida Conference. For the first time in
10-year Tithe Growth Trend
six years, the Conference experienced a
gain from its regular operations, end13%
ing several years of operating losses.
Though the Conference entered 2005
11%
with a budgeted loss of $1.3 million, we
ended the year with a regular operating
9%
gain of $3.1 million.
7%
Gain /Loss From Regular Operations
+$4 million
5%
+$2 million

3%

$0

1%

–$2 million

Tithe Income Per Capita

–$4 million
–$6 million

’96 ’97 ’98 ’99 ’00 ’01 ’02 ’03 ’04 ’05

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

What are the key factors that
contributed to the positive
operations for 2005?

Tithe: The Conference experienced
a 13.5% tithe increase for 2005, ending the year at almost $49 million in
total annual tithe. Even after making
allowance for the extra Sabbath in 2005
(2005 had 53 Sabbaths instead of the
normal 52), the 2005 tithe increase is
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Trust and Will Maturities: The
Conference benefited from almost
$1 million in unrestricted trust and
will maturities during 2005. This was
$724,000 more than was budgeted for
the year. It should be noted that it is our
Conference practice to distribute 20%
of all unrestricted maturities to the
church from which the gift originated
if the church was not otherwise remembered by the donor. These distributions
amounted to $155,000 in 2005. This is
in addition to more than $167,000 that
was received by other Florida Conference entities through specific trust and
will maturity gifts during the year.
Conference Departments: The departmental directors continue to do a
wonderful job administering their operating budgets. The overall programming costs for Conference operations
came in under budget once again.
What is the operating debt
situation for the Conference ?
As reported last year, between December 2003 and mid-2004, the Conference borrowed $9 million to fund
operating shortfalls.
As of year end 2005, the balance
owed was $6.8 million. Our goal is to
have the balance owed reduced to less
than $3.5 million by the end of 2006
or the early part of 2007.
What does the 2006 budget look like ?
2006 marks the first year in many
where the Conference is operating with
a fully balanced budget.
Annual Operating Budget
+$2 million

$875

$0

$850

–$2 million

$825

–$4 million

$800

Balanced

2003

$775
$750
$725
2003

2004

2005

2004

2005

2006

This means that the 2006 budget is
balanced based on a tithe income equal
to the amount received in 2005 in harmony with North American Division
policy. Included in the budget is $1 million in cost of living increases for our

What financial challenges still face the
Conference during 2006 and beyond ?
With the Lord’s blessing, we have
made great strides in addressing the
financial difficulties Florida Conference
has experienced over the past several
years. Even so, we continue to be attentive to certain key issues that are before
us as part of our mission to advance
God’s kingdom in a mighty way.
The following six points represent
the most urgent financial challenges
with which we will continue to wrestle
during the upcoming years:
1. Cost of living salary adjustments.
As noted above, even with taking the
first step toward catching up employee salaries in 2006, the Conference is
still well behind on fully implementing the cost of living adjustments in
accordance with the denominational
salary plan. With the tremendous
increase in housing costs Florida
has been experiencing over the past
several years, it is important that we
continue to actively address this issue in the coming years in order to
attract and retain good employees
and so our employees can adequately
manage their financial obligations.
2. Debt reduction. One of the primary
goals of Conference leadership is
to completely liquidate the operating debt incurred in 2003 and 2004
as quickly as possible. This is being
accomplished primarily through
the sale of properties that are not
integral to Conference operations.
The elimination of this debt will tremendously improve the cash flow of
the Conference and will free up additional funds for the various ministry
and staffing needs.
3. Operations of related entities. The
treasury department is maintaining
its high priority to monitor the operations of our related entities. We are
interested to see all of our churches,
elementary schools, academies, and

other organizations functioning well
financially, both for the success of
their ministries and mission as well
as for the overall financial stability of
the church body as a whole.
4. Containing health care costs.
Health care costs for 2006 were over
budget by more than $500,000, after
two years of decreased costs. This
overage can be attributed to overall
increases in the medical industry
as well as a “catch-up” in processing of our Conference’s claims. We
are hopeful that the new Preferred
Provider contract with International
Blue Cross that took effect April 2006
will help contain these costs for the
future. In addition, we will continue
to explore methods of containing or
reducing health care costs through
avenues such as wellness programs
and increased health care monitoring
for chronic health conditions.
10-year Health Care Costs
$7
$6
millions

employees throughout the Conference
in accordance with the North American
Division remuneration plan.
As was stated in previous communications, the Conference is far behind
where it should be in relation to cost
of living increases for employees. This
is the first step of a multi-year plan to
catch our employees up with the ever
increasing cost of living in Florida.

$5
$4
$3
$2
$1

’96 ’97 ’98 ’99 ’00 ’01 ’02 ’03 ’04 ’05

4-year Working Capital Trend
(recommended operating reserves)
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5. Rebuilding reserves. Though the
Conference operating reserves have
grown significantly since 2002 when
they were almost at $0, we are still
below 70% of the amount recommended for conferences in the North
American Division working policy.
It is important that the Conference
continues to move toward the 100%
level to provide the financial stability
to face the ebbs and flows inherent in
today’s economic environment.
6. Assisting churches purchase land
and buildings. One of the issues that
takes much of our administrative
time and energy is addressing the desire of many of our congregations to
possess their own church home. This
has become increasingly difficult for
many congregations due to the escalating cost of real estate in Florida.
How to deal with this issue within
denominational policies and in a
manner that does not put the church
in financial jeopardy is a major challenge. We must continue to research
creative and financially responsible
ways that we can strategically address
this growing problem.
I wish to thank you, our constituents, for your faithfulness to our Lord,
Jesus Christ, and His church. It is only
as God works through you in your
dedicated efforts and financial support
that His body advances in the mission
He has given it.
I also want to thank you for your
prayers for all aspects of the Lord’s
work, including the Conference operations. These prayers are much needed
and appreciated.
Finally, we must praise God for His
tremendous grace toward us in bringing us to this point with our finances. It
is clear to me that the progress made is
not the result of human plans and strategies—as appropriate and necessary
as they may be. It is only through the
blessing and providence of God that we
are able to report these advances to you
at this time.
I think of Nehemiah, just after the
wall in Jerusalem was miraculously rebuilt in just 52 days, when he stated in
chapter 6, verse 16, that those around
them “perceived that this work was
done by our God.”
May we too see what is happening in
the Florida Conference and know that
God is clearly at work on our behalf.
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Each day, students pray for individuals who are experiencing a crisis in their
lives. Miracles are experienced as they claim God’s Word by faith.
by David Canther

A

CTS (Active
Christian Team
Services) Disaster Response has opened its
first Helpline Center
at Forest Lake Academy, Apopka, with
professionally trained
volunteers and approximately 25 Forest
Lake students. These
ACTS employees will
serve as a source of
comfort for those
suffering from both
the ravages of natural
disasters such as hurricanes, earthquakes,
and tornadoes, and
the overwhelming
stress of personal disasters that result from
life’s many trials.
Helpline Center
personnel are currently calling thousands
of residents offering tips on disaster
preparedness. These
calls are an outgrowth

of the many interviews on radio and
television stations
that David Canther,
Florida Conference
executive disaster response director, has
recently given regarding preparation for
a hurricane season.
All of the Helpline
workers have personally served as volunteers with Hurricane
Katrina relief or have
pre-loaded semi trailers for this year’s hurricane season.
Students ask if there
is some need for which
they can pray. Each
day, students pray for
individuals who are
experiencing a crisis
in their lives. With
awe in their voices,
the students share
their stories of how
“God just used me
to pray for someone
with cancer, or a blood
clot, or loneliness.”
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Helpline Center
Calls Include :
• Helping and supporting individuals
dealing with different life issues. Issues
can range from
obesity, stress, and
addictions to contemplated suicide.
Kevin and Dawn
Porkorney, ACTS
Disaster Response
Helpline directors, also operate
The Connection
Helpline, where the
primary focus is
adult and teenage
suicide prevention.
•	Information
outpost during
disasters.
•	Registering disaster
relief volunteers.
•	Teen Crisis
Helpline, which
will be known
as Yack Attack
(www.yackattack.
org). Yack Attack
is staffed by teens

Lee Bennett

David Canther

ACTS Opens Disaster
Response Helpline Center

Helpline Center personnel are calling thousands
of residents to offer disaster preparedness tips.

who are available
to help their peers
deal with issues of
rape, drug and alcohol abuse, school,
relationships, etc.
•	Accepting urgently
needed, tax-deductible donations from
disaster response
partners. (ACTS operates on less than
5% overhead costs.)
ACTS distributed
$41 million in donated goods and
provided 484,000
hot meals with
11,400 volunteers in
the past two years.
ACTS is a national
Adventist-laymen’s
Services and Industries (ASI) member.
A second ACTS
Disaster Response
Center employing 35
Southern Adventist
University students
will be opening this
fall in Collegedale,

Tennessee. This
Helpline Center will
also serve as a training ground for college
students involved in
the ACTS Task Force
program which will
select and train students each year in
disaster response.
Students enrolled
in this program will
dedicate one third of
the year to staffing
the Helpline Center.
The other two thirds
will be devoted to field
work in storm-ravaged
areas and the Florida
Keys, preaching and
helping natural disaster victims rebuild
their lives.
Helpline and Disaster
Response Volunteers
Are Urgently Needed
www.actsforhelp.com
or (866) 558-ACTS.
Call for a free Helpline
newsletter or to make
prayer requests.

Legal Notice For
Florida Conference
Constituency Meeting
October 1, 2006
Notice is hereby given that the 68th regular Constituency Meeting of
the Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists will be held on October
1, 2006, Sunday, at 10:00 a.m. in the Forest Lake Academy main auditorium, Apopka, Florida. This Constituency Meeting is called for the purpose
of electing officers and Executive Committee members for the ensuing
term and the transaction of such business as may properly come before the
meeting. Each church in the Conference is entitled to one delegate, plus
one additional delegate for each 75 members or major fraction thereof.
Delegates chosen to the Organizing Committee shall meet at the Regional Orientation/Organization meetings listed below. One Organizing
Committee delegate from each church, plus one additional delegate shall
be chosen for each full 500 members.
All delegates are to attend their Regional meeting as well as the Constituency Meeting. The Regional Orientation/Organization meetings are
an official part of the triennial process and will be held as follows:
Regional Orientation /Organization Meetings for
2006 Triennial Constituency Meeting
REGION
LOCATION
DATE
TIME
Lower Gold
Miami Springs Church	August 13, 2006	Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Upper Gold	Boynton Beach Church	August 13, 2006	Sunday, 4:00 p.m.
East Central	Kress Memorial Church	August 14, 2006 Monday, 7:30 p.m.
West Central
Forest City Spanish Church	August 15, 2006	Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
North Florida
Gainesville Church	August 17, 2006	Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Gulf	Tampa First Church	August 21, 2006 Monday, 7:30 p.m.
Ridge
Port Charlotte Church	August 22, 2006	Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Michael Cauley, President
Evan Valencia, Secretary

Legal Notice For Association
Constituency Meeting
October 1, 2006
The triennial meeting of the members of the Florida Conference Association of Seventh-day Adventists, a Florida not-for-profit corporation,
will be held on October 1, 2006, Sunday, at 10:00 a.m. in the Forest Lake
Academy main auditorium, Apopka, Florida, for the purpose of electing
the Association officers and Board of Trustees for the ensuing triennium
and for consideration of such other matters as may properly come before
the meeting. The members of this corporation are the members in regular
standing of any church of the Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists and all active members of the Florida Conference Board of Trustees
and Southern Union Conference Executive Committee. Only those members present who are duly elected and accredited delegates of the Florida
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists shall be entitled to vote at their Regional meeting and at the Constituency Meeting.
Michael Cauley, President
José LeGrand, Secretary

Coming Events
A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html
Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––

Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners,
outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, melody.west@ahss.org,
or (407) 292-1421.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955.
Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956.
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
or order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
July 15: Jacksonville Southpoint. July 16: Jacksonville First, Orange
Cove, St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast. (Southeastern Conference:
Jacksonville Ephesus.) July 22: Port Charlotte. July 23: North Port,
Venice-Nokomis, Sarasota, West Coast Christian Academy, Brandon,
Tampa First.
Aug. 12: West Palm Beach. Aug. 13: Midport in Port St. Lucie, Ft. Pierce,
Cocoa, Titusville. (Southeastern Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm Bay.)
Aug. 26: Maranatha in Miami. Aug. 27: Plantation, Lauderhill. (Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
Evangelism Series.
Aug. 5-12. Kendall Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Aug. 24-Sept. 30. Arcadia. Lester & Zula Pratt.
Sept. 10-Nov. 4. Brandon. Bill & Sunshine Waters.
Sept. 15-30. Lake City. Marc & Sarah Swearingen.
Sept. 16-23. Jacksonville Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Oct. 12-Nov. 18. West Palm Beach. Lester & Zula Pratt.
Oct. 13-Nov. 8. Walker Memorial. Marc & Sarah Swearingen.
Oct. 14-28. Margate Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Estate Services Clinics and Seminars.
Aug. 5. New Smyrna Beach.
Aug. 26. South Orlando.
Aug. 19. Sebring.		
Sept. 9. Brandon.

September– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Marriage Retreats.
Sept. 8-10. Spanish-language. Cost: $310 per couple. Cocoa Beach
Hampton Inn. Details: (407) 644-5000 x138.
Sept. 30. English-language. Embassy Suites Orlando North Hotel. Theme:
From This Day Forward. Cost: $129 per couple or $99 if registered by
Aug. 24. Details: (407) 644-5000 x136.
Children’s Ministries Fall Convention. Sept. 15-17. Pine Lake Retreat,
Groveland. Theme: Jesus Loves Me. Cost: $85-$95 depending on accommodations. Details: http://www.floridaconference.com/childmin/
or (407) 644-5000 x136.
Hope for Hurting Hearts. A support and recovery weekend for
female survivors of childhood sexual abuse. Cost: $250.
Details: sheryal.vandenberghe@floridaconference.com or
(407) 644-5000 x134.
Sept. 15-17. Spanish-language. Orlando area location to be announced.
Guest speakers: Raquel Santillana, Ana Perez.
Sept. 22-24. English-language. Camp Kulaqua’s Stillwaters Lodge,
High Springs. Guest speakers: Juanita Bartel, Roberta Fish.
West Coast Convocation. Sept. 22. Tampa First Church. Sept. 23.
Mahaffey Theatre at Bayfront Center, St. Petersburg. Guest speakers:
W.L. Taylor, Ron Clouzet. Details: (813) 933-7505.

October– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Conference 68th Regular Constituency Session. Oct. 1. Forest
Lake Academy gymnasium, Apopka. Details: (407) 644-5000 x164.

November––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
College/Young Adult Retreat. Nov. 3-5. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.
Details: (407) 644-5000 x129.
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New Youth Publishing
Leader Is the Real McCoy
by Martin Butler, Les McCoy

Lord is leading our
youth in the publishing ministry,” said Les
McCoy after his recent
appointment as youth
publishing leader for
Florida Conference
and director of SOULS
(Southern Outreach
Leadership School).
Now in its eighth year,
SOULS is located at
Pine Lake Retreat, 50
minutes west of Orlando near Groveland.
In his new position, McCoy will lead
student MagaBook
workers and direct
the SOULS program
which teaches college-age young people
and adults the skills
needed for Bible work,
public evangelism, and
literature sales.
“We’re so pleased
that Les has agreed
to take on these two
important responsibilities,” says Joe
Holloway, Conference
publishing director.
“For the past 18 years,
he has served as an
associate director in
our department where

Lee Bennett

exciting
“I ttoisseeso how
the

Les McCoy

his passion for reaching souls through the
literature work has
inspired us all.”
McCoy replaces
Rick Christman who
served in the position
for the past two years
and “did a yeoman’s
job,” says Holloway.
McCoy takes particular interest in
SOULS which offers
practical, post-secondary, one- and twoyear tracks of study
to develop personal
evangelism leaders. In
addition, the school
offers accredited
classes through Griggs
University that can
help achieve the degree
a student might pursue
later. Seventy percent
of SOULS graduates
continue to work for
the Church or further
their education.

“The beauty of
SOULS is that a person can serve the Lord
in one of the highest
forms of evangelism
and learn invaluable
interpersonal skills to
carry into their life’s
work,” says McCoy.
“They are building
their life’s résumé in a
very unique way.”
Gordon Retzer,
Southern Union Conference president,
believes that “SOULS
provides a great opportunity for a young
person to learn how
to meet people and
bring them into a
love relationship with
Jesus. Students are active soul winners for
the rest of their lives.”
These dynamics are
realized almost daily
as students go into the
community. One contact recently testified,
“I was praying for the
Lord to send someone
when you knocked
at my door. An angel
must have sent you.
Thank you for coming
to my home.”
SOULS information:
www.soulscollege.com
or call Les McCoy,
(407) 448-2002.
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What Is the
Lay Advisory
Committee ?
by Robert Jones, Florida Lay Advisory Committee Chair

T

he Florida Conference Lay Advisory
Committee is a volunteer group of
church members that provides lines of communication between the laity, the Conference Administrative Committee (ADCOM),
and the Executive Committee regarding
proposals affecting felt needs of the laity in
meeting the total mission of the Church.
Regional Lay Advisory Committee meetings are held at the beginning
of each quarter and State Lay Advisory
Committee meetings are held the second month. Region delegates elect their
chairperson and secretary who serve as
representatives to the State Committee.
The State Committee is comprised of the
chairperson, a secretary of each regional
group, and three delegates at large. The
State Committee chairperson is a member
of the Florida Conference Executive Committee and the Personnel Committee.
Each church sends two delegates to Lay
Advisory Committee meetings and also is
allowed two alternates. Delegates are nominated for a three-year term, aligned with the
Florida Conference triennium. If a church
does not elect Lay Advisory delegates, the
church’s first elder and the head deacon
are the representatives for that church.
As a direct result from a Lay Advisory Committee discussion, an item on
the Conference President’s list of Big Issues for 2006 is to develop a process of reclaiming missing Church members.
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