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Abundantly Blessed
With Dedicated Members
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Florida Conference President

D

ear Florida Conference Member:
Recently, while returning from a speaking
appointment in South
Florida, I was reflecting upon the blessings God has given to
Florida Conference
over the years since I
became a member in
Jacksonville in 1968.
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Florida Conference
is truly a remarkable
sisterhood of members
comprising more than
270 churches, companies, and mission
groups. Everywhere
one chooses to look,
there is evidence of
God’s blessings.
Our Pathfinder
ministry is truly outstanding in the North
American Division.
The Florida Conference system of Christian education has
blessed tens of thousands of students over
the years, and many
alumni from church
schools and academies
are serving the Church
and/or communities
with distinction.
Our retreat and
Christian camping
ministry at Camp
Kulaqua and Pine
Lake has blessed hundreds of thousands—
currently about 50,000
per year! My wife,
Dottie, often recalls
the camping experiences at Kulaqua when
she was a girl as some
of her happiest days.
Our churches provide stellar Sabbath
School programs,
and youth ministries
in Florida have been
regarded as some of
the best programs in
the denomination for
many years.
There are many
more ways that God
has blessed His work
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in Florida over the
decades. Evangelism
in Florida has brought
scores of thousands to
Jesus. Many churches
have been planted
and facilities erected
through sacrificial
giving and missionary work on the part
of God’s people. Pastors have preached
the word of God, led
congregations in prioritizing mission, and
the results will not be
fully revealed until we
get to heaven.
Aside from the
blessing of the Holy
Spirit—His empowering and transforming
grace—there is one
significant reason why
we see God’s work in
Florida Conference
abundantly blessed. It
is simply the dedication of our members.
Our members who are
involved in service,
our people who faithfully return a tithe and
give offerings, and individuals who interact
in loving ways with
those who don’t know
Jesus are the reason
Florida Conference is
an outstanding place. I
feel with certainty this
is the best conference
in North America.
I want to say thank
you for your faithfulness. It is an indescribable blessing for me
to be a part of this
family of faithful followers of Jesus.

Cover, clockwise from top left: Children’s & Family Ministries, Office of Education, Pathfinders, Camp Ministries,
and Youth/Young Adult Ministries have joined together
as the new Integrated Youth Ministries to more effectively
serve Florida Conference members. Stories begin on page 7.

Why I Can’t

by Conrad Duncan,
Florida Conference
Vice President for Stewardship

Real-to-life Story
A young man and his
wife moved to Berrien
Springs, Michigan, to attend the Seminary. Due
to limited finances, this young pastor relied
upon his home conference for financial help,
three part-time jobs, and the income of his
young wife who was expecting a child. They
tithed every bit of their income and also returned an offering to the Lord as faithfulness
to God’s work was a priority in their lives.
After graduation, they were assigned to a
pastorate in the Midwest where they lived in
the attic of the church for several days. The
first few weeks were a challenge as they borrowed money to buy food and put a deposit
on an apartment. A death in the family necessitated a trip for which they again had to

Stop Giving

been formulated by Dr. Erika Puni,
General Conference Stewardship
Director: “Stewardship is the lifestyle
of one who has a living relationship
with Jesus Christ, accepts His Lordship and walks in partnership with
God and ultimately acts as His agent
to manage His affairs on earth.”
God Owns Everything
The giver is God, because He owns
everything. As David said, “The earth
is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof;
the world and everything there in.”
—Psalm 24:1–2.

The Bible tells us that before God
made man in the Garden of Eden He
had already made everything and
declared, “behold it was very good.”

2. My resources increase
whenever I return to God His
portion of my income.
Malachi 3:7 teaches that whenever
I am faithful to return to God what is
His, He will supply all my needs:
• He heals me, even from health issues
of which I was unaware.
• He provides supportive friends
and relatives.
• He protects me whenever I go out
and come in.
• He puts a roof over my family’s head.
• He keeps me employed in a time of
great economic fatalities.
• He provides a caring church family.
• He still forgives me of my sins and
strengthens me daily.

—Genesis 1–2.

borrow money. As they were returning
home from the funeral, they spent the
last of their money on gas and wondered how they would be able to repay
the borrowed money.
When they opened their mailbox at
their apartment, they found monetary
gifts from several people who had heard
about the death. After returning God’s
tithe and offerings, they repaid loans
and immediate bills, and there was
money to spare.
This story, your story, my story,
highlights the love and generosity of God towards those He created. God is always ready to reward
our faithfulness. His promises in
Malachi 3:8–10 are always sure.
Definition of Stewardship
Stewardship has been defined in
many ways, but one of the best has

Everything in the world was created and owned by God before
man came on the scene, and by the
same token, everything remains
and is owned by Him after man is
dead and gone from the scene.

Truly, there is no limit to the blessings God has bestowed upon me.

Lessons Learned
When I first joined the Church, I
did not fully comprehend the love of
God towards me. I felt obligated to
prove my love for God through
rigorous obedience to the law and
teachings of the Bible.
I literally struggled to return God’s
tithe and give a faithful offering, as it
felt like a burden on my conscience. I
even found myself occasionally withholding my tithe or taking care of my
personal expenses first even though I
knew that was the wrong thing to do.
I am happy to report that I am different now, because I have learned three
important lessons:

For them, stewardship is not complicated at all. It is their understanding
that God gives all of Himself and that
they reciprocate with all of themselves.
Their lives, their will, their talents
and their financial resources are all
for the glory of God and the service of
ministry. —reference to II Corinthians 9:12.

1.	God must be first in everything.
He loved me before I knew Him as
my creator, sustainer, and redeemer.
Because of all these, and other unmentioned unmerited favors, God deserves
first place in my life and in all my affairs. There is something about putting
God first. It shows that He is the most
important, most special, and most valuable part of my life.
I have learned to “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and
all other things have been added to me.”
—reference to Matthew 6:33.

3. People who live stewardship in the
context of a daily relationship with
God are happier and more blessed.

Conclusion
I cannot stop giving of myself and
my income to God simply because He
has not stopped giving to me. No one
can out-give God. The very life we live
we owe to Him. “In Him we live and
move and have our being.” —reference to
Acts 17:28.

As we have entered the last quarter of another year, it behooves us to
count the blessings of God to each of
us and to reflect on the many ways in
which He has demonstrated His love
to us this 2010 year of our Lord. Take
time to decide how you will respond
to God’s blessings.
Remember, God is not finished with
you yet. His promise to take care of you
will not end because another year ends.
It is His pleasure to bless you and me
unconditionally. In this context, it is
only fair that we continue to respond to
His blessings with a life of faithful stewardship every moment of every day.
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[i]
What’s
in it for
me?

It’s Not Just About the Money
Even though tithing goes to the heart of
our financial lives, the issues raised are
greater than mere dollars and cents.
by Mark Kellner

H

ere’s a paradox: even though
modern-day tithing is usually applied by most Seventh-day Adventists to
their monetary increase—we generally
are paid by check or direct deposit, not
in bushels of wheat—tithing really isn’t
about the money.
It’s about having our hearts connected to God and to His work, church
members and experts agree.
“This is a spiritual matter. It’s not
about money. It’s about loyalty and
faithfulness,” declared José Cortés, a
Seventh-day Adventist pastor who is
president of the church’s New Jersey
Conference. There are 13,000 baptized
members in New Jersey, he says, and
tithe growth in 2010 is an impressive 15
percent, with the conference on track to
receive “over $11 million” this year.
It’s not about the bottom line, he
adds, but rather directing people’s
thoughts toward God in every area
of life. Planning for a statewide
emphasis on stewardship began two
years ago, he said, as the storm clouds
of the current U.S. economic difficulty
began to gather.
After first working with his local pastors to ensure they were each responsible stewards, the message spread to
the membership. Cortés told his pastors
they needed to emphasize to members
who may not have been participating
the value of returning tithe. “Some
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churches were [returning] only 35 percent to 45 percent of [their] potential.”
As a result of emphasizing the spiritual discipline, members have seen temporal blessings, Cortés noted. In New
Jersey, where unemployment rates have
hit 10.2 percent this year and were 9.5
percent at the time this article went to
press, “the [members] are keeping their
jobs. We have not too many people out
of their jobs because God is blessing;
some have lost [one job], but they are
getting another job.”
There are other benefits as well: for
the first time in a long while, all teachers at Seventh-day Adventist schools
in New Jersey “have a decent salary,
everybody is paid according to policy,”
Cortés reports.
But he emphasized that it’s the
spiritual aspect of sharing in the responsibility for God’s work that is essential: every morning at 5:30 a.m., he
told Adventist Review in an interview,
Cortés is on his knees praying for conference constituents, often referencing
a list sent in by pastors. Knowing that
their leaders are praying specifically for
them enhances members’ loyalty to the
church, he said.
What’s happening in New Jersey
is of a piece with the rest of the world
church, statistics reveal: “Despite a
global economic recession spanning
most of the past quinquennium, annual
worldwide tithe for the past five years
grew more than 40 percent, increasing
from US$1.3 billion in 2004 to $1.8 billion in 2009,” according to a report by
General Conference treasurer Robert E.
Lemon during the 2010 General Conference session in Atlanta, Georgia.1

And while the Christian research
firm The Barna Group reported
“in 2007…research revealed that
just 5 percent of adults tithed,”2
Seventh-day Adventists in North
America clock in at approximately
60 percent of members who attend
services returning tithe, according to
G. Edward Reid, stewardship director for the North American Division.
“The tithe principle is as foundational to stewardship as Daniel 2 is foundational to eschatological prophecy,”
Reid said in an interview. “The biblical
principles of money management are all
important, how I manage the other 90
percent. But the tithe is the baseline.”
Why aren’t more members tithing?
Reid says it may stem from a lack
of education of the membership by
some pastors.
“There’s been a dearth of teaching in
that area,” Reid said. “Here’s the bottom
line: it is more ignorance on the part of
members than it is obstinacy. . . . Selfishness comes naturally; but you have
to be taught generosity and financial
faithfulness. [But] once you experience
it, you wouldn’t want to go back the
other way at all.”
At least one church member agrees
that tithing is vital: Leon C. Gottberg
from Willits, California, says that during his 76-year life span, so far, he’s
learned that the value of tithing goes
beyond monetary benefits.
“I would almost say it never was
an endeavor; it was a pleasing part
of our Christian experience. We
never questioned it. Even when my
wife didn’t have enough money to
put food on the table, [we tithed],”

“I would be far more hopeless
if I weren’t at least tithing.”
—Douglas L. LeBlanc

Gottberg, who goes by “Lee,” said.
“It’s what one does when one lives
with God. Tithing to us is a joy.
“When times were more tough
and we continued to tithe, one of
the main reasons is I was able to
say, ‘That’s one thing the devil can’t
take away from me,’” he said.
Gottberg says there have been instances of material benefit. One time,
when his car’s tires were all bald, a dealer gave him four used-but-serviceable
ones and mounted them free of charge;
he and his wife found a prize homesite
in a desired location at a price they
could afford. But the main dividend is a
greater closeness to God.
“You put your trust first in Him…
trusting that He was going to fulfill His
word,” Gottberg said.
A Proud History
The history of tithing in the Seventhday Adventist Church goes back to early
days. In 1859, four years before the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists was formally organized, Adventists
meeting at Battle Creek, Michigan, were
instructed to regularly set aside funds
for the Lord’s work. This became more
clearly defined in the years that followed, and by 1864 there was no doubt:
tithing, the return of 10 percent of one’s
increase, or income, was the standard.
“He [God] places His treasures in
the hands of men, but requires that
one tenth shall be faithfully laid aside
for His work. He requires this portion
to be placed in His treasury. It is to be
rendered to Him as His own; it is sacred
and is to be used for sacred purposes,
for the support of those who carry

the message of salvation to all parts of
the world,” were the words of Ellen G.
White, a pioneering cofounder of the
movement, in volume 6 of Testimonies
for the Church, first published in 1900.3
In a manuscript read to the San Jose,
California, State Conference of Seventhday Adventists in January 1907, White
affirmed not only the importance of
tithing, but also the fact that the church
and its people would have more to share
if all were faithfully returning tithe:
“There should be an abundant supply
in the Lord’s treasury, and there would
be if selfish hearts and hands had not
withheld the tithes or made use of them
to support other lines of work.”4
Adds Reid, “One of the biggest things
I encounter is people get sideways of
somebody in the church or in the conference office, and say, ‘I’m going to
send my tithe to XYZ’…but the tithe,
according to the Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy, is totally nondiscretionary.
…It is holy and not to be diverted.”
Other Christian authors have also
expressed dissatisfaction with a contemporary casualness toward tithing.
“I grow very impatient with folks
who oppose tithing [and claim] they are
so spiritually minded that they see the
tithe as stopping short of what God asks
for,” said Douglas L. LeBlanc, a veteran
Episcopalian journalist and author of
Tithing: Test Me in This, a book that
studies the approaches of several Christians to the tithing question (Thomas
Nelson, 2010).
“It’s not as though God is crippled
without our tithing, but God, through
His generosity, invites us to become
part of what He is doing through tith-

ing,” LeBlanc says. God, he adds, “can
come up with the finances needed for
something in whatever way He chooses,
but why resist that? Why would we
say, ‘No thanks, I’d rather spend it on
a video rental or a good meal somewhere.’ …I would be far more hopeless
if I weren’t at least tithing.”
And, as Reid put it, “When Jesus
returns He’s going to say, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant’ to the group
who managed their money faithfully.”
1.	As reported in Elizabeth Lechleitner,
“Membership, Financial Audits Key
to Adventist Church Growth, Leaders
Say,” Adventist News Network, June
26, 2009, http://news.adventist.
org/2010/06/membership-financial.
html, accessed August 2, 2010.
2.	Barna Group, “New Study Shows Trends
in Tithing and Donating,” April 14,
2008, http://www.barna.org/barnaupdate/article/18-congregations/41new-study-sho, accessed August 2, 2010.
3.	Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 6, p. 386, as cited in Arthur
L. White, “Highlights of the Beginning
of the  Tithing System,” Ellen G. White
Estate, http://www.whiteestate.org/
issues/Tithe-H&U.html#Highlights,
accessed August 2, 2010.
4. White, Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 9, p. 249.
Mark A. Kellner is news editor
for Adventist Review and
Adventist World magazines.
This article originally
appeared in the September
9, 2010 Adventist Review.
Used with permission.
Autumn 2010 • Florida Focus • Page 5

“We Can’t Afford Not To Tithe !”

Marilyn Knapp  • Lawn photo: Michael Suchora

 One Family’s Testimony

“You can’t out-give God! Trust Him,
and He will take care of all your needs.”
—Michael & Saundra Suchora,
self-employed lawn service owners
by Saundra Suchora

B

orn and raised
Roman Catholic,
Michael, my husband,
and I knew of Jesus as
our Savior for more
than 30 years, but we
didn’t really know
Him. We had Bibles;
yet, we didn’t know
how to use them. Life
seemed pretty good,
although we had no
idea of the wonderful things God had in
store for us.
In 2001, God
blessed us with a very
special boy. From the
start, he was a little
different. A few years
later, we realized he
was mildly autistic.
When we took him to
church, we received
“polite” negative
comments and glares
from the parishioners
when he was making too much noise.

So, we’d take him outside. Finally, we were
spending so much
time in the hallway, we
decided not to attend
church at all.
One day, God sent
a Baptist pastor to
our home, and our
eyes were opened
about the traditions of
the Roman Catholic
Church. We began
to search and study
everything we could,
but something just
wasn’t right with all of
the denominations we
were investigating.
One day, Amazing
Facts came on our television, and suddenly
the pieces started fitting together perfectly.
We opened the Word
of God searching for
truth and discovered
the verses on the TV
screen were as unchangeable as God.
We asked ourselves,
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“How could the Bible,
so plainly stated, be so
misunderstood by so
many people?”
Ultimately, we
ended up at Cocoa
Seventh-day Adventist
Church and were baptized August 8, 2009.
Up until that time, we
were just putting $5 to
$20 in the collection
plate. Having received
the truth about tithing, we started to return God’s portion the
week of our baptisms.
As self-employed
lawn service owners,
it wasn’t easy at first.
There was already
barely enough money
to pay the bills before
we decided to rest
from work on the seventh day, let alone to
return a faithful tithe!
In addition, I was
having some health
issues, and we had
dropped our health

Cocoa Church members Michael and Saundra
Suchora with their children, Faith and David.

insurance earlier that
year, because we just
couldn’t afford it.
How could we return God’s 10 percent,
plus an offering? We
put God first, tithing on what we had
earned for the week
even before most of
it was received, and
we left my healing to
the Great Physician.
Things were rough
during the adjustment period, but as
we learned more and
more to trust God’s
way of doing things,
He rewarded that
trust and obedience
with blessings beyond
measure. The winter
was very long, harsh,
and not easy on selfemployed lawn care
services. Without
God’s blessing and
guidance, we would
have been in very big
financial trouble.

We not only survived the cold season,
but we never went
without food, and all
of our bills were paid
on time. God took
care of the health
problem, too, without
the assistance of doctors or medicine.
When we consider
whether we could afford to return a tenth
of our increase plus offerings, our resounding response is, “How
can we afford not to?”
Our family’s testimony is that you can’t
out-give God! Trust
Him, and He will take
care of all your needs
and more, guaranteed!
Just don’t miss out on
the amazing blessings He has in store
for you. Take a leap of
faith. You will not be
disappointed, because
God’s way is always
the best way!

Phil Younts

Photo: Lee Bennett

Camp Ministries
Administrative Director

Rhoda Burrill
Children’s &
Family Ministries
Director

Pedro Perez

Youth/Young Adult &
Pathfinder/Adventurer
Ministries Director

Arne Nielsen

Jim Epperson

how can you join
forces with others to
evangelize children
and youth for service
in the army of the
Lord. As Ellen White
writes in her book,
Education, page 286:
“It would be helpful for the youth, and
for parents and teachers as well, to study
the lesson of cooperation as taught in the
Scriptures. Among its
many illustrations,
notice the building
of the tabernacle—
that object lesson
of character building—in which the
whole people united,
‘everyone whose heart
stirred him up, and
everyone whom his

spirit made willing.’
—Exodus 35:21. Read
how the wall of Jerusalem was rebuilt by
the returned captives,
in the midst of poverty, difficulty, and
danger, the great task
successfully accomplished because ‘the
people had a mind
to work.’ —Nehemiah
4:6. Consider the part
acted by the disciples
in the Saviour’s miracle for the feeding
of the multitude. The
food multiplied in the
hands of Christ, but
the disciples received
the loaves and gave to
the waiting throng.
“‘We are members
one of another.’ As
everyone therefore
‘hath received [a] gift,
even so minister the
same one to another,
as good stewards of
the manifold grace of
God.’ —Ephesians 4:25;
I Peter 4:10.”

Office of Education
Superintendent

Florida Conference
Vice President for
Integrated Youth
Ministries

by Sandra Doran, Ed.D.
Associate Superintendent,
Florida Conference
Office of Education

I

n Florida, the heart
of a child takes center stage. In a bold
new restructuring,
Florida Conference is
linking ministries to
meet the total needs
of children—from
birth to young adults.
“We created Integrated Youth Ministries so the right hand
would know what the
left hand is doing,”
says Dr. Jim Epperson, Vice President of
the newly-organized
initiative. “We want
our children to get
the very best. That
happens when people
serving kids start
talking to each other.”
This month’s Integrated Youth Ministries Convention
at Camp Kulaqua,
pulling in hundreds of
participants, officially
kicks off the collaborative efforts of education, youth ministries,

children’s
and family
ministries, Pathfinders, Adventurers,
and camp ministries.
With five general
sessions and more
than sixty break-out
sessions, the convention offers all those
who serve children
an unprecedented
opportunity to learn
from the very best—
all in one place.
“It’s amazing when
you get all these ministries together,” says
Epperson. “Each one
has a wealth of knowledge and a wealth of
resources that can
benefit the others.”
But the convention
is just the beginning.
“It’s exciting to see the
possibilities that open

up when you start
planning together,”
says Rhoda Burrill,
Director of Children’s
and Family Ministries, who recently
began collaborating
with the Education
and Youth Departments in planning
events that excite and
motivate children to
share their faith.
On the next several pages, you’ll
read about some of
these joint efforts.
As you discover how
Pathfinders, camp
ministries, children’s
and family ministries,
youth ministries, and
education are working
together, we encourage you to re-think
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Focusing On the
F

ocusing on the
whole family has
been the catalyst for
combining children’s
ministries and family ministries into
one entity under the
new integrated ministries umbrella.
“Our society today
splits our families, and
we want to bring them
back together,” says
Rhoda Burrill, Florida
Conference Children’s
and Family Ministries
Director. “We want
our families to become
what God wants them
to be—safe, spiritual,
nuclear families and
not the siloed families of today’s society
where everyone lives
separate lives.”

Two representative programs held
recently by this newly
combined department underscore
the value of parents
discipling children as
well as parents renewing their marriages to
significantly make a
difference at home.
Go Fish For
Kids 2010
This witnessing
program for kids
was recently held in
two locations with
more than 75 in
attendance. Students
were taught how to
talk to others about
Jesus and to live a
Christian lifestyle
through a fast paced
rotation of activities
such as the following:

Each child was given a
puppet to take home after they learned how to
use them for ministry.
Puppetry with
Oz and Wilde

•
•
•
•

Care for puppets.
Manuverability.
Make puppets talk.
Perform a
puppet show.
•	Use the puppet they
received to tell others about Jesus.

Photos: Gladys Neigel

by Gladys Neigel

Children enjoyed the sounds of nature.
Music with Mr. Jé

•	Sing old songs like
“Love Lifted Me”
with gusto.
•	Use whatever you
have available to tell
the Jesus story.
•	Read notes and
practice playing in
a made up band.
Healthful Living
by Florida Hospital

•	Exercise on an
obstacle course.
• Make granola for a
healthful snack.
• Determine how
much sugar is in
each can of soda
or juice.
Creative Arts
with Terry Whaples

•	Object lessons,
face painting, and
balloons were
used to illustrate
Bible stories.
Nature with
Mike Bradenbaugh

Go Fish kids learned to make granola for a healthful snack.
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• Whether it was listening to the ocean
in a shell or watch-

ing the antics of
beetles and frogs,
the students learned
that God has a purpose for everything
and everyone.
Parents and
Discipleship

• Parents were involved in learning
how to disciple
their children by
presenter DeVonne
Fouche. In addition
to her presentation
on Kids in Discipleship, an important
part of this program was the give
and take offered by
the audience where
some parents shared
proven ideas and
others were able to
share their concerns
and seek advice.
Go Fish 2011
Go Fish will be held
three times next year
utilizing a church and
two school settings.

he Whole Family

Renovación
(Renewal)
The need for Christ
in our lives was the
overall theme for
the seventh annual
Hispanic Marriage
Retreat as 127 couples
gathered at Daytona
Beach Plaza Resort.
Saturday evening, guest presenter
Alfredo Ruíz led each
of the couples in a
Renovación (Renewal)
service as they promised to be together in
the good times and the
bad times. Forgiveness
was sought from their
mates, and promises
were privately made to
each as they embraced.
The couples knelt
together and sought
the Lord’s continued
blessing on their lives.
A banquet and celebration followed the
service. The couples
received gifts celebrating special milestones

in their marriages: ten
couples were celebrating one year of marriage, five couples had
been married for 25
years, and two couples
have enjoyed 50 years
of marriage. The card
with the gift reminded
each couple that
there are three things
needed in a good
marriage: the Lord,
respect, and love.
“Throughout the
weekend, every effort
was made to present an atmosphere
conducive to helping each person feel
important and have
good self-esteem,” says
Rebeca de los Ríos,
retreat director and
Associate Director for
Children’s and Family
Ministries. Counselors
and physicians were
available for individual consultation,
and seminars such
as Anger Manage-

Photos: Leonard Fernandez

Alfredo and Juanita Ruíz (at microphone) joined Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos (left) to lead a marriage vow renewal ceremony.

Couples repeated their vows in the closing session before each other and then
sealed them with the Lord until He comes, or life is no more.

ment, Five Languages
of Love, Marriage
Problems, and Men’s
and Women’s Health
were offered.
At the closing general session on Sunday
morning, each couple
was admonished to
keep the promises
made during the wedding vow renewal on
Saturday evening.
Then, each couple
faced each other and
participated in repeating the vows again
with the added importance of keeping them
until Jesus comes or
until death.

Training Events
Workshops

• Vacation
Bible School.
• Family Worship.
• Go Fish.
•	Sabbath School
Teachers.
Retreats/Conventions

•	Teens/Parents
Convention.

• Family Camp.
• Camp Meeting.
• Marriage.
“The resources are
available,” says Burrill.
“Now we need to help
our families see the
need and have the desire to become families
that God intends.”

Children’s and Family Ministries
Rhoda Burrill, Director
rhoda.burrill@floridaconference.com
(407) 644-5000 x136
Rebeca de los Ríos, Associate Director
rebeca.delosrios@floridaconference.com
(407) 644-5000 x138
Autumn 2010 • Florida Focus • Page 9

by Pedro Perez

W

We were particularly excited this year
to involve adults and
teens from a variety of
backgrounds and ministry areas as we continue to weave our way
towards an intentional
merging of ministries.
Following the
theme of Integrated
Youth Ministries, we
are very happy to have
blended so many ministry groups together
for one event. By
design, we had camp,
church, education, and
youth ministries coming together to create a

Photos: Jane Crofton

here would you
find balloons,
canoes, fire, hot sauce,
warm soda, a “pet”
egg, all-you-can-eat
meals, intense worship, a prayer room,
solo time, seminars,
and hundreds of
young people? All of
these can be found in
one place—Camp Kulaqua during the High
School Bible Retreat.
Where would you
find academy chaplains, adult chaperones, camp staff,

parents, teachers, teens
from academies and
public high schools,
youth pastors, and
wild animals all
in the same place?
You guessed it! At
Camp Kulaqua!
Florida Conference Youth/Young
Adult Ministries has
sponsored the High
School Bible Retreat
at Camp Kulaqua
for about a decade.
Started by Juan Rodriguez, it has grown
into an annual event
much-anticipated by
high school youth.
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challenging and memorable moment for our
high school students.
In addition, we
partnered with Florida
Hospital College and
Southern Adventist
University to give our
teens an awareness of
some higher education
opportunities. We also
invited the Conference
literature evangelism
team to share work
options with the teens.

“How exciting
it is to see so
many ministries
joining together
to help reach
our youth.”
—Pedro Perez, Florida Conference
Youth/Young Adult Ministries Director

The purpose of this
event every year is to
provide Florida Conference teens a fun,
spiritual environment
that encourages personal growth, development of relationships
with each other, and
an increased sense of
mission and purpose
as Seventh-day
Adventist
youth.

Pathfinders and Camp Kulaqua:
Integrating Ministry For 50+ Years

by Theresa Sroka

ressed in uniform, marching
step by step, hundreds
of Pathfinders sing,
“Oh, we are the Pathfinders strong, the servants of God are we,
faithful as we march
along, in kindness,
truth, and purity.…”
The song continues and a passion for
service burns in the
hearts of young people
as their voices lift
toward heaven. Pathfinders from all areas
of Florida are once
again united in High
Springs by a camporee
at Camp Kulaqua.
Hosting such events
is nothing new to the
ministry staff at the
Conference’s north
Florida camp. Integrating ministries is
part of the storied
history of this morethan-half-century-old
facility where children,
youth, and young
adults have drawn
closer to each other
and to their Creator.

Photos: Leonard Fernandez
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In the serenity of
cypress trees and flowing springs, the first
Pathfinder camporee
took place in May
1954. Now, 50+ years
later, Pathfinders continue to meet at Camp
Kulaqua in a display of
unity and support. On
these grounds, amidst
a variety of activities,
honors programs,
and worship services,
new friendships are
formed as discipling
takes place at camporees and a wide variety
of special events that
serve all ages.

Here, camp staff
connect with youth
leaders, educators,
family life coordinators, and Adventurer/
Pathfinder directors
from around the
Conference and beyond with the goal
to capture the hearts
of young people and
guide them toward
becoming enthusiastic servants of
Christ—for life.
Intentional about
making an eternal
difference in the lives
of young people is
the goal of the newly

structured Integrated
Youth Ministries initiative at Florida Conference. As a result,
the team will be even
more focused and unified in leading youth
to Christ. Meanwhile,
the intensity of a song
that Pathfinders have

sung for decades will
turn up another notch
as young people proclaim, “…A message
to tell to the world, a
truth that will set us
free! King Jesus the
Savior’s coming back
for you and me.”
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Departmental

Director for Adventurers,
Pathfinders, Youth,
and Young A dults
Pedro Perez assumed his duties
in August as new Florida Conference
Youth/Young Adult Ministries Director with the call being placed to him on
March 22, 2010, by the Florida Conference Executive Committee. He comes
to Florida from Southern New England
Conference where he was Youth Director for the past four years.
Pedro began his ministry in Michigan Conference where he served for
ten years as a youth pastor, pastor of
a three-church district in the Upper
Peninsula, pastor of a Spanish company, and a Bible teacher at Great Lakes
Adventist Academy. He also served in
Florida Conference as the Family Life
Pastor at Winter Springs Church for
three years.
Pedro’s wife, Claudia, is currently
pursuing a nursing degree at Florida
Hospital College. They have two children: Gabriella, 11, and Alexander, 6.

Associate Director for
Adventurers, Pathfinders,
Youth, and Young Adults
Freddy Rodriguez was voted on
September 2, 2010, as the Youth/Young
Adult Ministries Associate Director
who will be based in South Florida. He
began work in the Conference as an
assistant to the pastor at Hollywood
Spanish Church, and then became
youth/associate pastor at Miami Central Church from 2001–2005 with Bradmore Spanish Church being added to
his duties in 2004. From 2005–2008, he
was chaplain at Greater Miami Adventist Academy, and then he again served
as the youth/associate pastor at the Miami Central Church/Bradmore Spanish
Church from 2008 to present.
Freddy was born in Cali, Columbia,
in a pastor’s home where he began developing a passion for preaching when
he was two years old. He is married to
Rubelina Corniel, a certified public accountant. They have two sons: Eduardo
and Alejandro.

Vice President for Ministerial
Tim Nichols was voted Vice President for Ministerial by the Executive
Committee on September 20, 2010,
and will begin the position on January
1, 2011. He replaces Ken Burrill who
will retire after serving in this position
for ten years.
Tim began his ministry as an
intern in Wichita, Kansas. He served
as pastor of several churches in Kansas–Nebraska Conference until 1987
when he received a call to Florida
Conference. He pastored for nine
years at Plantation Church, five years
at Orlando Central Church, and has
held the position of Florida Conference Ministerial Field Secretary for the
central region since July 2001.
Shiree, Tim’s wife, is a registered
nurse with certification in Inpatient
Obstetrics at Florida Hospital Orlando. Their son, Michael, is a graphic designer in Orlando, and son, Benjamin,
is teaching English at an Adventist
school in Okinawa, Japan.

Cheeko Cotta Brings Experience To New Youth Ministries Model

Tamara Fisher

Y

Cheeko Cotta, pictured baptizing Melonie Sherry at the 2009
International Pathfinder Camporee in Wisconsin, has served
Florida Conference in leading Pathfinders since 1983.
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outh/Young Adult
Ministries has undergone some modifications as
a part of the new Integrated
Youth Ministries model.
In the integrated model,
Adventurers, Pathfinders,
Youth, and Young Adults
have merged into one department with a director
and two area associates.
Pedro Perez is the new
department Director,
Cheeko Cotta will serve

as Associate Director for
North Florida, and Freddy
Rodriguez as Associate Director for South Florida.
“We are pleased to
have a Pathfinder veteran
like Cheeko on the Youth
Ministry team in his expanded role,” says Perez.
“He will work with all the
age groups in North Florida
while remaining available
to share from his Pathfinder ministry experience.”

Staff Changes

Lay Pastor Director
Alan Machado was voted Lay Pastor
Director by the Executive Committee
on July 20, 2010. He will work with the
60+ lay pastors in Florida Conference.
Prior to this appointment, Alan
served at Hialeah Spanish Church for
six years as Associate and Youth Pastor. Previously, he was a lay pastor at
Ebenezer Spanish Church in Miami for
two years. Before his pastoral ministry,
Alan served in many positions in his
local church, including treasurer, elder,
and Finance Committee President.
Alan and his wife Elsa have two sons,
Alan and Erich.

Undertreasurer
Elisa Rahming was voted Undertreasurer on July 20, 2010, by the Executive Committee. She is a certified public
accountant and came to the Conference
in May 2007 as Assistant Treasurer.
She was later promoted to Associate
Treasurer. Previously, she had six years
of accounting experience in the private
sector in Atlanta, Georgia.
Elisa, a native of Nassau, Bahamas,
replaces Kim Johnson, who is now
serving in a new role as Director of
Resource Development in conjunction
with Florida Conference and Florida
Hospital on a shared basis.

Associate Treasurer
Vickie Monday was selected as an
Associate Treasurer by the Executive
Committee on September 2, 2010.
Vickie, a certified public accountant,
comes to this position from Orlando
Junior Academy where she was the
business manager. Not new to the
Conference office, Vickie previously
served in the Treasury Department
from June 1993–July 2003 as the
Controller/Undertreasurer.
Vickie was raised in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. She and her
husband, John, have two children:
Luke, 10, and Taylor, 7.

T

he Secretariat
is responsible
for maintaining the
official records of
Florida Conference.
It facilitates arrangements and records/
maintains the minutes
of proceedings for
meetings such as the
Triennial Constituency Meeting (at which
the Conference officers are elected and
other official business
of the Conference is
conducted) and the
regular meetings of
the Conference Executive Committee. The
Secretariat also maintains the record of

churches, companies,
and mission groups
as well as the official
membership records
of the Conference.
Human Resource
Services, a division
of the Secretariat,
facilitates the process
of employment of
those who work for
the Conference. The
total process of new
employment, changes
of job responsibilities, maintenance of
employment records,
retirement processing, and other employee assistance is
provided for within
this department.

Lee Bennett

Meet Our Secretariat and
Human Resources Team

Pictured from top, clockwise: Betsy Peña, Executive Assistant to the
Executive Secretary; Susan Hess, Membership Coordinator; Patty
Hoffecker, Secretary to the Human Resources Director; Carmen
Rodriguez, Conference Executive Secretary; Yasmin Then, Human
Resources Assistant; John Trimarchi, Human Resources Director and
Assistant to the Executive Secretary.
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117th Annual Florida Camp Meeting

Camp Kulaqua, High Springs
English-language: April 7–10, 2011 Spanish-language: April 14–17, 2011
Featured Speaker
Henry Wright
Senior Pastor of
Community Praise Center,
Alexandria Seventh-day
Adventist Church, Virginia

Featured Speaker
Guillermo García
Senior Pastor of
Paramount Spanish
Seventh-day Adventist Church,
Bellflower, California

More information will appear in the next issue of Florida Focus and online: www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting

Coming Events
Is Your 401k
Disappearing ?

A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html

Ongoing Events– –––––––––––––––––––––––––

Are you in need of
more income for your
retirement years?
You can provide
a supplement for
some of your loss
by purchasing a
deferred charitable
gift annuity.
It will provide
you with a fixed
income for
your lifetime.

Contact us
for more
information
Planned Giving
and Trust Services
P.O. Box 2626
Winter Park, FL
32790-2626

Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/ or call
(407) 644‑5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners,
outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, djmiller4000@gmail.com,
or (386) 789-3235.
Florida Hospital DeLand Support Groups. Florida Hospital DeLand
offers a variety of support groups such as attention deficit disorder,
bereavement, brain injury, celiac disease, diabetes, sleep disorders,
and more. Details are available under the “Support Groups” link in the
“Patients and Visitors” box at http://www.fhdeland.org/
North Florida Oakwood University Alumni Chapter. Membership in‑
formation and event listings for Oakwood alumni in Florida. Details:
http://www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com,
(888) 719‑7776, or (904) 616‑1896.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: national toll-free number,
(877) 55‑FLABC (877-553-5222). Miami: (305) 805-9900.
High Springs: (386) 454-7956. Shop online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e-mail:
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Oct. 30: Sunrise. Oct. 31: Plantation, Lauderhill, Deerfield Beach.
(Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
Nov. 6: Naples. Nov. 7: Ft. Myers, Ft. Myers Shores, Arcadia, Lakeland,
Winter Haven. Nov. 13: West Palm Beach. Nov. 14: Midport Road in
Port St. Lucie, Ft. Pierce, Cocoa, Titusville. (Southeastern Conference:
Port St. Lucie, Palm Bay.) Nov. 20: Port Charlotte. Nov. 21: North Port,
Venice Nokomis, Sarasota, West Coast Christian Academy in Braden‑
ton, Brandon, Tampa First.
Dec. 4: Maranatha in Miami Gardens. Dec. 5: Ft. Lauderdale, Lauderhill,
Pompano Beach, West Palm Beach Spanish, Jupiter-Tequesta.
Dec. 11: St. Petersburg. Dec. 12: Clearwater, New Port Richey,
Spring Hill, Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills.
Planned Giving Clinics and Seminars.
Oct. 30. Kendall Spanish.
Nov. 20. Brandon.
Nov. 6. Saving Grace in Hollywood. Dec. 4. Stark.
Nov. 6. Carol City Spanish.
Dec. 4. Clearwater Spanish.
Dec. 18. Wauchula.
Nov. 13. New Port Richey.
Nov. 13. Wesley Chapel Spanish. Feb. 19, 2011. Avon Park.

November 2010– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spanish-language Family Retreat. Nov. 25-28. Camp Kulaqua, High
Springs. Theme: Hasta aquí nos ayudó Jehová. Speakers: Sara Orfilia
de Bullón, Guillermo and Cenia Carcía, and Freddy and Rubelina
Rodríguez. Cost: $70-120 per person depending on accommodations.
Ages 0-3 free. Includes three nights accommodations and eight meals.
Register by Oct. 1. Details: (407) 644‑5000 x138.

January 2011–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

(407) 618-0251
fcplannedgiving@gmail.com

Ambassador Church Evangelism Series. Jan. 7-29. Ambassador
Church, Lauderdale Lakes. “Through the Eyes of John” series will
be presented by Lawrence Dorsey each night except Thursdays and
televised on the Three Angels Broadcasting Network (3ABN). Details:
evangelismproject_amsda@eccgroup.net or (954) 733‑0607.
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Youth Taking
On the World
For Christ
Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries

Public Campus Ministry
Creates Safe Havens
by Krystal Tomlin
with Charisse Southwell

ublic campus ministry
P
was established long before I entered the university
setting. While I can give no
data-supported information
of its intricacies or growth
over the decades, I can testify
to how it has changed my life
and the lives of many others
on college campuses.
Throughout Florida, there
are eight public universities/
colleges with established
Seventh-day Adventistbased student organizations
designed to spread the love
of Jesus on their respective
campuses. The mission of
these student-led organizations is accomplished
through various campus

events: Bible studies, small
groups, evangelistic meetings, community service,
and other creative forms of
“Faith, Fellowship, and Fun”
which they plan and execute
within a semester.
During a typical weekend, these students open
Sabbath together on Friday
night among a group of Adventist and nonAdventist
friends on their campuses.
They host excursions, Bible
studies, forums that cover
topics concerning Christianity and daily living, in addition to attending church
and holding potluck dinners
for their peers. Through
this outreach, public campus ministries create safe
havens for students forego-

Student Campus Advent organizations are designed to spread the
love of Jesus at their respective schools. Throughout Florida, there
are eight public university/college Campus Advent chapters.

ing the secular activities of
college life; students opting instead to edify one
another while being living
witnesses on their campuses.
A beautiful testimony of
the power of these ministries can be drawn from my
personal experience with
my close friend and colleague, Charisse Southwell.
Charisse was brought into
the church after attending
Campus Advent (CA) meetings and activities with me
during our freshman year of
college. Since recommitting
(she was baptized to appease
her grandmother at age 12,

but had never been made to
attend church when she lived
with her mother), she has
served as a CA officer for the
duration of her undergraduate studies and continues
to serve while in graduate
school, growing in Christ
and leading others to Him.
There are several unique
stories of students coming
to know Christ and leading
nonbelievers to know Him
through campus ministry.
Our hope is to have the support of our church family to
continue this mission—to
further the work of Christ—
on public campuses.

