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Christian
Stewardship
A Lifestyle In
Relationship
With Jesus

An Ancient Institution
With a Modern Application

by Conrad Duncan
Florida Conference Vice
President for Administration

History of Tithing
In the early years
of the Adventist
Church, there were
few settled pastors.
Nearly all paid workers were evangelists,
church planters, and
overseers or administrators of mission.
Lay members who
served as volunteers
conducted member

FLORIDA
FOCUS
Vol . 27, No. 3
Autumn 2011

Florida Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists®

655 North Wymore Road
Winter Park, FL 32789–1715
Phone: (407) 644-5000
Fax: (407) 644-7550
www.floridaconference.com
floridafocus@floridaconference.com
President

Mike Cauley
E xecutive Secretary

Carmen Rodriguez
Treasurer

Duane Rollins
Editorial Staff

Martin Butler
Editor
Lee Bennett
Desktop Publishing
Gladys Neigel
Editorial Assistant

care as well as ongoing local evangelism.
Because of the
nature of this dynamic
movement, a decision was made early
in the Church’s history to send all tithes
from congregations to
the regional conference or mission office
headquarters that
coordinated mission
expansion. Thus began
a most effective system
for church finance.
As the Church has
matured, it has continued to expand its perspective on mission.
For example, Christian education has become recognized as an
effective and essential
method for discipling
young people. Today,
Christian education
is partially funded by
tithe dollars, second
only to pastors and
evangelists. Other
ministries such as
literature evangelism
and youth ministry
are viewed as part
of the mission of
Adventism and, thus,
are sustained in part
by the tithe dollar.
Use of the Tithe
God established
the tithe and further stipulated its
use. Based on these
instructions, the
Seventh-day Adventist
Church follows
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biblical directions
for use of the tithe.
Nearly 80% of the
tithe dollar remains
in Florida Conference
to advance the gospel
in our territory. Of
the dollars spent in
Florida Conference,
approximately 75% is
spent on salaries and
support for workers.
Approximately 20%
furthers the work
of preaching and
teaching the gospel
around the world.
The portion of
tithe dollars not retained by Florida
Conference helps fund
ministries such as:
•	Overseas missions.
•	Media broadcasts
such as Hope
Channel, Voice
of Prophecy, It Is
Written, and other
radio and television ministries.
•	Institutions of higher learning such as
Loma Linda University, Oakwood
University, and
Andrews University.
• Publications such
as Adventist World
for members and
Ministry Magazine
for pastors and other church leaders.
Portions of the
tithe dollar retained
by Florida Conference
go toward Christian
education. Greater

Cover: Faith and Finance is a
12-lesson practical study on money
management, prepared by the North
American Division Stewardship
Department. This guide to financial planning with a faith factor
was edited by Edward Reid, former

Miami Adventist
Academy and Forest
Lake Academy, as well
as Southern Adventist
University, benefit
from tithe. Also, up to
30% of our elementary
church school salaries
are paid with tithe.
The preparation
of curriculum for
children and youth
Sabbath School ministries, as well as courses
taught in Adventist
elementary and secondary schools, are
supported with tithe.
Tithe pays for the
quarterly Conference
publication, Florida
Focus, and contributes to the budget
of Southern Tidings
which is published
monthly by Southern
Union Conference.
Camp Kulaqua and
Pine Lake Retreat benefit from tithe dollars.
At these facilities, dozens of young people
accept Jesus as their
Savior each year and
are baptized. Hundreds more recommit
their lives to Him.
Florida Conference also uses tithe to
subsidize the MagaBook program which
hires young people
for literature evangelism. Their earnings
help pay for their
Christian education
while they work to
spread the gospel.

Stewardship Department director.
Throughout Florida Conference,
congregations have included Faith
and Finance training among their
small group ministry programs.
“Our first Faith and Finance small
group was life-changing and even

Inspiring
Testimonies
History is filled
with people who believed, accepted, and
practiced Bible teachings on tithing. There
is mention of patriarchs such as Abraham
(Genesis 14:20), Jacob
(Genesis 28:22), and
even the whole nation
of Israel—priests and
people alike (Leviticus) .
In modern times,
there are stories of
famous and wealthy
people who credited
the returning of tithe
to God as the secret
for their success and
prosperity. Among
these individuals are:
William Colgate of
Colgate Toothpaste,
John D. Rockefeller,
Sr., Henry John Heinz
of Heinz Ketchup,
Milton S. Hershey
of Hershey’s Chocolate, and James Cash
Penney of J.C. Penney.
As I write, myriads
of people in Florida
Conference, and
around the world, are
following this godly
principle of tithing
and experiencing
God’s prosperity in
their lives. On the next
few pages, you’ll be
inspired to read success stories of faithfulness and obedience
shared by members
of the Florida
Adventist family.

marriage-saving,” testifies Miami
Springs Church Pastor Glenn
Aguirre. “It was so effective that
leaders Ray and Damaris Mateo have
been asked to start another class.
I praise God for the lives and marriages this series has changed!”

Kern Hercules Images

by Rommel and Theresa Pageotte-Andre,
Jacksonville Mandarin Church Members

I

t has not been easy, yet, by God’s
grace, we have kept our three children, ages 17, 11, and 7, in Christian
schools all of their lives. However,
something was missing.
With our income, as it was, we
were not able to fully pay our monthly
debts. We would pay what we felt
were the required bills, and we would
place tithe at the end. This meant
that tithe was usually eliminated.
My wife attended elementary,
high school, and college in Adventist
schools. She felt strongly about an
Adventist or Christian education for
our kids. I did not. I believe the devil
attacked me often by reminding me
that our bills would be paid if the children went to public school. Tithing
was always in the back of my mind,
but I was ashamed to deal with it.
One day, I spoke with our pastor,
Juan Rodriguez, about some family

financial difficulties. He politely, but
bluntly, told me that tithing is a matter
of faith. This truth hit me really hard. I
know God is faithful, but I was not obedient to Him. I consider myself a logical
person. Logically, it did not make sense
to pay tithe and have money to pay
our bills. Remember, we did not have
enough money in the first place. A few
months passed by after talking with our
pastor—still not returning tithe—
and the financial difficulties remained.
Throughout our wonderful years of
marriage, God has blessed us. We have
seen and felt His grace. We have testified about what He has been and continues to be in our marriage and family
life. Why was it so hard to simply trust
that He would bless us financially? He
had never failed us before. We knew it
was our choice, and that we needed to
make the right decision.
Approximately three months ago, my
wife and I decided to trust God. We decided to return God’s tithe and let Him

lead. The first week, tithe was the first
item paid, and our account overdrafted
as expected. The next week, our tithe
was, again, the first thing paid. To our
surprise, everything else was also paid.
everything, with no overdrafts.
It didn’t make sense. It was not logical any way we looked at it. We tried
to do the math, and it did not add up.
Unbelievable! Yet, we are believers. How
could we allow the devil to take our
hard-earned money? How did we expect God to grow His people if we were
selfish in what we wanted for ourselves
and our children? He told us He would
take care of us. We teach our children
that God will always take care of them.
In our humanity, we do not know
how, but the bills are getting paid. God
has opened and closed the right doors,
and He has clearly shown us He always
does what He says He will do. Through
human eyes, the God we serve is not
at all logical, but He is our Father, our
Redeemer, and our Provider.
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Thoughts On the
Fount of Blessing
Elisa Rahming, Florida Conference Undertreasurer,
enjoys traveling, participating in mission trips,
and teaching biblical financial principles.

by Elisa Rahming

T

he Lord loves to give
gifts to His children and
is always there to listen to
our requests. While I was
in college, two required
courses for graduation
were scheduled at the same
time. After much prayer,
the Lord worked it out for
me to finish both classes
and graduate on time.
This experience played
a significant marker in my
spiritual journey. My relationship with God was
deepened, enabling me to
experience God’s faithfulness and blessings firsthand.
When I consider all He has
done for me, how can I not
give my time, talents, and
tithes and offerings to Him?
Although I spend a significant portion of my day
working with dollars and
cents, true biblical stewardship is so much more than
handling money. It starts
with God as our Creator, our
Owner, our Provider, and
our Sustainer.
Stewardship is the lifestyle of one who has a daily,
living relationship with Jesus
Christ, accepts His Lordship,
walks in partnership with
God, and acts as His agent to
manage His affairs on earth.
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God is the owner of
everything, and He is the
giver of all good gifts. God
is a God of blessings. He
pours out blessings, and
then He wants us to be
held accountable for them.
He expects us to act in
good human stewardship
and to act responsibly.
God wants us to act in
partnership with Him.
This close association reminds us that there are
two sides of stewardship.
One side is about embracing that desire for God and
His relationship with us.
The other side is when God
initiates a relationship, and
stewardship accepts and
embraces that relationship.
For me, even though I
was baptized in the ocean
at the age of 12 in my home
town of Nassau, Bahamas,
I didn’t fully grasp the concept of Jesus Christ as Lord
of my entire life until later
in my walk with Him. In
fact, I was in my late 20s. I
fully understood Jesus as
Savior, but understanding
the concept of His Lordship
was something that took a
little while. I’m thankful
that I understand it now. It’s
not just one segment or two

segments of my life, but it’s
everything. It’s my time, it’s
my talent, it’s my treasure,
it’s my career life, and it’s my
ministry life. It’s everything.
The Lord wants to be
our Helper by guiding and
directing us in everything
that we do. Putting God
first and foremost in everything and being fully
committed and devoted to
Him means that we move
as He leads and go in the
direction He calls us to go.
God expects accountability from us. He also
expects faithfulness for
what He has given us.
Stewardship is a lifestyle
of service. Jesus set an example of a lifestyle of service,
a lifestyle of ministry, and a
lifestyle of giving. He wants
us to do the same. What is
lifestyle? It is a way of being and a way of doing. It is
living God’s life in the way
He did through Jesus Christ
when He was here on earth.
It is living the way that He
would want us to live in every single area of our lives.
Stewardship is all of me
in response to all of God.
He’s given so much, and He
wants all of us. That’s actually part of what gives me joy

in giving all of me to all of
Him, because He brings me
joy in doing so. There are so
many blessings that we receive when we give our all to
Him, and I’m not just referring to monetary blessings.
We’re not just returning
to an entity or an organization. Rather, we’re actually
returning to Him. We’re
not just returning money.
Rather, we’re returning our
time, our resources, and our
talent. We’re returning all of
us to what God is, because
He is Lord of our lives.
God wants our heart.
He does not just want the
money from our pockets.
He wants everything that
we have, and I enjoy this
relationship with Him in
giving Him my heart and
in giving Him everything
that I have. Doing so truly
brings joy to those who accept His Lordship and walk
in partnership with God.
Elisa’s thoughts in this
article are blended with
those taken from a
presentation by Erika
Puni, Ph.D., director of
stewardship ministries
for the Seventh-day
Adventist World Church.

by Mickey and Ana Cuesta

W

e were married in
2002, and both of
us had children from
previous marriages. It
was a struggle to agree
on how to cover our
children’s expenses
and our own. Each
of us had a separate
bank account, and
this brought friction
to our marriage.
A few months ago,
our church, Miami
Springs, decided
to offer a 10-week
seminar based on
the book, Faith and
Finance, by Edward
Reid. From the start,
Mickey felt this seminar was sent by God.
At the time, Ana
was on disability.
“Why should we
share,” Mickey said, “if
she is not bringing any
money home? If we
could not manage our

finances when we both
were working, why do
it now?” Mickey was
also struggling with
faithfulness in tithing.
His mentality was, “I
don’t feel like it,” but
Ana was always faithful in this matter.
During the first
seminar session, nothing was said about
money. It was all about
God. He is the Creator,
and He owns everything. We are just His
stewards. Little by
little, conviction came
to our hearts that this
was going to be a lifechanging event. We
had to learn to completely trust in God
and in each other!
After several weeks,
the reality hit home,
and Mickey declared,
“The hardest part is
putting the ego into
my pocket,” yet he was
not ready for a full

commitment. Among
the 10 couples taking
the seminar, six had
separate bank accounts. A short while
later, we decided, “We
are going to have only
one bank account.”
What a major shift
in our relationship!
Now, no more arguing
about how to spend
the money. We are
consulting each other
before paying expenses, purchasing items,
and how to help our
children. Credit cards
were paid off or put
in a drawer. “This was
the hardest part for
me,” confesses Ana.
Through prayer
and commitment, we
have learned that it’s
about doing things
God’s way and not our
way. God has blessed
us in many ways that
are not necessarily
monetary. We came

Arlene Montello

Learning To Live God’s Way

Ana and Mickey Cuesta, Miami Springs Church
members, attended a Faith and Finance seminar
which changed their lives forever.

to understand that
faithfulness to God
includes returning a
faithful tithe. Our relatives and friends have
noticed the tremendous change in our relationship—especially
no more fighting.
We communicate
much better and on

a deeper level. There
is peace and happiness in our home.
We recommend
that all churches offer
the Faith and Finance
seminar for their
members. It is such a
great blessing, and it
will change lives for
the better!

God Sometimes Works In Very Mysterious Ways
by Naomi Zalabak,
Avon Park Church Member

B

ack in the 1930s, our
family was suffering
from effects of The Great
Depression. Out of work,
my father was trying to
get established as a farmer
on our newly acquired
40-acre home place.
We had a vegetable garden and could pick wild
berries in our woods, but
my mother was in need of
essentials for preparing bread
such as flour, yeast, salt,
and sugar. I recall hearing
Mother and Father discussing their need and whether,
under the circumstances,
it would be acceptable to

borrow the money they
had set aside for tithe.
Their decision was to
not use the tithe. Right
away, Father started walking the mile to church to
give the tithe to the pastor
so they wouldn’t yield to
the temptation to use it.
Shortly after midnight, we
were awakened by a strange
noise in the field in front of
our house. In the dim moonlight, I could see a shadowy
figure from my window and
heard plodding through the
deep grass. As the figure approached the house, Daddy
picked up something to use
as a weapon, if necessary,
and went out to confront the

intruder who had started to
climb the steps to the front
porch. Father was about
to strike when he heard a
woman’s muttering voice.
The woman was a patient
who had escaped from the
mental hospital 12 miles
from our home. She intended to head toward a
relative’s place in town,
but a wrong turn brought
her to our farm instead.
Father put her in the car
and headed for the mental
hospital. Upon arrival,
those in charge rewarded
him with money enough
to supply our needs.
God sometimes works in
very mysterious ways.
Autumn 2011 • Florida Focus • Page 5

Centers of
A Vision For Churches To Become

LEAD | ENGAGE

TRANSFORM
Ask your local church leaders about how
to experience a healthier and happier life
through the CREATION Health resources
for churches. This life-changing program
encompasses the eight timeless principles
revealed in the Bible’s story of creation.

CREATION Health Leader Kit
•
•
•
•
•

Online Training Available
Easy-to-Use PowerPoints
Engaging Videos Featuring Medical Experts
Promotional Materials
Introductory Sermon Scripts

CREATIONHealth.com
Download Free
CREATION Health
App Now!

Scan this code with an iPhone/iPod
QR scanner app, search Wellness Plan
in the iTunes App store, or visit
CREATIONHealth.com
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by Lynell L a Mountain,
sales and marketing manager for
CREATION Health, Florida Hospital

A

pastor called me a
few weeks ago with
one of the most interesting
CREATION Health stories
I’ve heard in a long time.
During the 10+ years
he has served as the senior
pastor of his church, he has
intentionally and strategically
reached out to the people in
his community, and it hasn’t
been with the intention of
increasing church attendance.
His motivation? Service. Disinterested benevolence.
So, he has worked hard
to forge productive relationships with the key leaders of
his city. For instance, the local
hospital administrator (not an
Adventist hospital) offered
him a partnership opportunity. The pastor and his church
were invited to conduct
health and wellness seminars
for the community, and the
hospital would provide the
space and the advertising. It
proved to be a win–win situation for everyone involved.
Pastor Shares
With the Sheriff
For many years, this same
pastor has served as a volunteer chaplain in the county
Sheriff’s department. One
day, while he was walking
down the hallway holding the
CREATION Health Seminar
Personal Study Guide, the
Sheriff asked him, “What
are you reading?” The pastor
handed it to him and said,
“It’s just a book on whole
person health.”
The Sheriff thumbed
through the 300+ pages
and seemed lost in thought.
Without being prompted,
he said, “This looks so much
better than what we just did.
The wellness program we
just bought and conducted

among our employees only
dealt with exercise and nutrition. But this…this seems to
be so much more.”
The pastor shared more
about CREATION Health.
As a result, the Sheriff said,
“If you’re willing, I would
like for you to teach this to
all of our deputies and support staff throughout the
county.” The pastor gladly
accepted and is now teaching
the CREATION Health lifestyle—God’s original plan for
having a life of health, happiness and abundance—to
more than 350 employees
in the Sheriff’s department.
Palm Coast Church
The stories keep coming. Take what’s happening
in Flagler County where
God continues to bless Palm
Coast Church. Pastor Robert
Hayes has been teaching
CREATION Health for more
than two years, and now his
church has the reputation in
the community for being a
center of hope and healing.
Through his church’s partnership with Florida Hospital
Flagler, county leaders have
extended the invitation to
bring CREATION Health
to its citizens and students
throughout the region.
As a result of disinterested benevolence, Pastor
Hayes just had a rather large
baptism at his church, and
more than half were people
from the community.
Port Charlotte
Church
Here’s another story.
When CREATION Health
first started at Port Charlotte, there was a man who
told the presenter, “I don’t
know what your church
believes, but after what I
heard tonight, I want to
be a part of this family.”

Hope and Healing
Orange Cove Church
Then there’s the story
I just heard about Pastor
André Van Heerden of
Orange Cove Church in
Orange Park. Because of his
leadership in health ministry,
he was asked recently to
chair the county-wide committee that represents and
organizes health-related initiatives for the nonprofit sector. Because of his influence,
the largest Catholic church
in Clay County has started
teaching CREATION Health
to its parish.

physical pain, and with God’s blessing on Florida
Conference churches to heal people’s spiritual pain,
the partnership seemed like a match made in heaven.”
among these three is the key
to an extraordinary quality of life. It is a wonderful
witnessing tool paired with
the latest medical research.
CREATION Health offers
practical solutions to encourage and equip all who desire
lasting lifestyle changes now
and for eternity!”
Florida Conference
and Florida Hospital
Collaborate To
Transform Lives
Two years ago, Florida
Conference President Mike
Cauley approached Florida
Hospital leadership to explore a vision that God
had placed in his heart. He
envisioned a partnership
where the Hospital and the
Church worked together to
transform lives throughout
the state of Florida and beyond. With Florida Hospital’s
expertise to treat people’s
physical pain, and with God’s
blessing on Florida Conference churches to heal

people’s spiritual pain, the
partnership seemed like a
match made in heaven.
It was a relationship that
Florida Hospital was eager,
and felt privileged, to enter
upon, and the response has
been incredible. Pastors,
church members, and people
in our communities are saying
that CREATION Health is so
positive and uplifting. They
talk about how refreshing it is
to be told what they can do
instead of what they can’t do.
They also realize, some for
the first time, there is much
more to wellness than just
eating right and exercising.
The vision we have for
this relationship between
the Church and the Hospital is for our churches to
become centers of hope
and healing—to intentionally mingle with and serve
people’s needs just like
Jesus did. Inspiration tells us
that He moved among the
people as One who had
their best interests at heart.

Steven Carr

A Doctor’s Life
Is Changed
The stories keep rolling in. Todd Lang, O.D., (a
member of Port Charlotte
Church) told me recently,
“CREATION Health changed
my life and continues to help
me effectively manage and
simplify the myriad of choices
I encounter each day.”
Here’s his testimony:
“Many of the choices made
by society today are diluting the quality of daily living
and shortening lives by many
years. CREATION Health’s
eight principles teach the answers for the delicate balance
of everyday life. Complete
health is a combination of
physical, mental, and spiritual
fitness. Interdependence

“With Florida Hospital’s expertise to treat people’s

Pastor Robert Hayes and the Palm Coast Church health and temperance team began a fifth
CREATION Health seminar on September 6 at Florida Hospital Flagler where 35 are now attending.

I want to repeat that last
statement: He moved among
the people as One who had
their best interests at heart.
Jesus served without an
ulterior motive. And guess
what? His method opened
hearts to the gospel message. People found hope and
healing in His presence. As a
result, they followed Him and
their lives were transformed.
The ultimate hope of
the vision Florida Conference and Florida Hospital
share and steward together
is to transform lives.
It is so exciting to minister
together to reach people at
the point of their deepest
need as they actively seek
and respond to this method
and message. This is a point
worth emphasizing because
there are times when we
come to share a message
with people that we know
they need, but they are not
ready to hear. So, they close
their ears and raise their defenses, and the opportunity
to minister is lost.
Here in Florida Conference, we have an opportunity to do something that can’t
be done anywhere else. We
have 23 hospitals and more
than 200 churches in our territory. This is unique within
Adventism where no other
region has such a high number of churches and hospitals.
This should be the epicenter of hope and healing.
It should be a place where
people from around the
world come to learn how
churches and hospitals can
work together to extend
Christ’s healing ministry and
grace. We are privileged,
but with privilege comes
responsibility. Let’s continue
working together to be catalysts of hope and healing in
our hospitals and churches
until Jesus returns.
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Reprinted with permission
from Jewish Heritage
Scripture Studies

J

They
decided
to figure
out the value of
the physical gifts and
then give the appropriate amount in cash.
If they did not have
enough cash, they
would return a blender
or something so they
would have money for
tithe and offerings.
When they finally
opened all their presents, they not only
had enough in cash
gifts to cover their
tithe and offerings on
both cash and physical
gifts, they had enough
to cover the cost for
their entire two-week
honeymoon, including
airfare, rental car, and
hotels. In addition to

the cash, they also received more than they
needed for furnishing their new apartment—including two
blenders. There was
even a little money
left over to put in the
bank. Weeks after
their honeymoon, they
took a class on how to
set up a spending plan
that has kept them out
of debt (other than
their mortgage) and
has helped to buy the
things that they really
need and often want.
For more than
twenty years of marriage, Jeff and Barbara
have never lacked for

Barbara and Jeff Zaremsky lead the
Beth-El Shalom congregations in
St. Petersburg and New Port Richey.

anything they really
needed, nor have
they even questioned
whether they could afford to give 20% back
to the Lord. Actually, they decided they
couldn’t afford not to
and have increased
their percentage over
the years to 25%. Today, they are totally
debt free, including
their home. God has
always been faithful,
and Jeff and Barbara
have always had more
than enough.

Tyrone Greene

eff Zaremsky and
Barbara Gurien
met and fell in
love—a real match
made in heaven.
Finances being
one of the most
important areas of
marriage, they decided to find out how
compatible they were
in this area before
they got married.
It turns out that
both were already giving a full 20% (10%
for tithe, 10% for offerings) of their gross
income to the Lord.
Even though they were
both volunteers, earning just a small stipend
at the time, they always had enough.
As plans of a wedding were birthed,
they wondered how
they could give tithes
and offerings on their
wedding gifts. How
do you give 20% of a
blender? Most of their
friends did not earn
much more than they
did, and they were expecting mostly homemade afghans for gifts.

The Zaremskys on their
wedding day in 1991.

T
ools For Giving
Florida Conference Planned Giving and Trust Services
• Charitable Gift Annuities
• Charitable Lead Trusts
• Charitable Remainder Trusts
• Donor Advised Funds
• Gifts of Insurance
• Life Estate Reserved
• Living Trusts
• Last Will and Testament
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For information about these methods of Planned Giving,
visit http://www.floridaconference.com/plannedgiving/,
call (407) 618-0251, or write to Planned Giving and Trust
Services, P.O. Box 2626, Winter Park, FL 32790–2626. One
or more of these tools may be useful as you make plans for
your estate. We even have special tools which provide you
with income for life in addition to substantial tax benefits. *
* The above is provided for information. No legal or tax
advice is offered or intended. Please consult with your
professional advisors for such advice.

always difficult
Ithettoisthoughts
put into words
of one’s
heart. It is such a
personal and unique
way we each sense
and feel, particularly
when it comes to our
relationship with our
Creator. However, it
is important to share
what has been a
blessing and of deep
meaning in our own
life. It is part of our
personal testimony
and, therefore, may be
of benefit to someone.
I am, by nature, an
outgoing person. I love
other people, but as
much as I enjoy company, I also love and
appreciate my time
alone. It is in these
moments of solace that
I really find out what is
going on inside my being. I have discovered
how important it is to
my spiritual growth to
share meaningful time
with God. It has been
during these special
visits with Him that
He reveals through
scripture what my
soul is in need of,
and He always does
it with loving care.
When I first committed to a devotional
time, I decided to do
so in the evening. I
have always been more
of a night owl than
a morning person.
However, I noticed
that frequently the
day brought varied
challenges for which
I had felt unprepared.
Quite often, due to
the many necessities
or urgencies of life, I
had postponed time
with God until fatigue

prevented me from
enjoying His company.
Since I have made
my first appointment
of the day with Jesus,
He provides, through
prayer and study of
His Word, the support I will need in my
very busy schedule.
He even wakes me
up without the alarm
clock, and when I
awaken, it makes me
smile to sense His desire to be with me.
My early morning
visits that include
listening to His Spirit
have become vital to
me. It is a time to express joy and wonder
at His gift of life—to
praise Him and thank
Him for my family, to
sing songs in my heart,
and to proclaim praise
to the Father, Jesus my
Savior, and the Spirit
of Comfort who is
my peace. Now, when
things get crazy, and
they still do, the Word
of God comes alive in
me to impart deeper
wisdom, greater patience, or persevering effort to meet
difficult moments.
Most importantly is
where this time with
Jesus has brought me
personally. I am in
the process of learning true surrender—
something that is very
challenging to our
humanity. He has impressed me that this
is perhaps the most
important work in
which God calls us
to participate. He is
able to do great things
through His people.
He has promised the
outpouring of His
Spirit, the empowering of His church
before His coming,
but this is only pos-

sible if we allow Him
to prepare our temple.
In my personal
time of prayer and
study, I now seek renewing of heart and
mind day by day. It is
less difficult for me
when I remember to
cultivate an active and
living relationship
with Jesus. The more
I come to commune
with him, the lighter

Don Jones

by Marti Jones,
former Coordinator of
Spiritual Nurture and
Spiritual Ambassadors for
Florida Hospital Orlando

A Fountain of Many Blessings
my load. His Spirit
has blessed my role
as wife, mother, and
Pila (that is what my
grandkids call me).
Outside the window
where I sit to visit with
my God in the early
morning is a lovely
fountain. When I look
out at the new day and
see the water bubbling
over the top of the
fountain in the yard,
I am reminded of the
appointment Jesus
kept with the woman
of Samaria. To her, He
offered the Water of
Life, Himself, when
He said, “If you knew
the gift of God and
who it is that asks you
for a drink, you would
have asked him and he
would have given you
living water…. Everyone who drinks this

water will be thirsty
again, but whoever
drinks the water I give
them will never thirst.
Indeed, the water I
give them will become
in them a spring of
water welling up to
eternal life.” —John
4:10, 13–14 (NIV)

An upcoming issue of Florida Focus will include a
how-to list of ways/experiences in which our readers
have found special meaning to their devotional time.
We invite you to share your thoughts. From them, we
may select a sentence or two or, possibly, your story.
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Coming Events
A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar/
Ongoing Events– –––––––––––––––––––––––––

A Very Old/New Idea

Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridaconference.com/youth/ or
call (407) 644‑5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship
dinners, outings, and more. http://www.floridaconference.com/
childrenandfamily/, djmiller4000@gmail.com, or (386) 789-3235.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: national toll-free number,
(877) 55‑FLABC (877-553-5222). Miami: (305) 805-9900.
High Springs: (386) 454-7956. Shop online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e-mail:
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Oct. 22: Tallahassee. Oct. 23: Lake City, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores,
Belleview, Lady Lake, Inverness. Oct. 29: Sunrise. Oct. 30: Plantation,
Lauderhill, Ambassador in Lauderdale Lakes. (Southeastern Confer‑
ence: Mt. Olivet.)
Nov. 5: Naples. Nov. 6: Ft. Myers, Ft. Myers Shores, Arcadia, Avon Park,
Winter Haven. Nov. 12: West Palm Beach. Nov. 13: Midport, Ft. Pierce,
Cocoa, Titusville. (Southeastern Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm
Bay. Nov. 19: Port Charlotte. Nov. 20: North Port, Sarasota, West Coast
Christian Academy in Bradenton, Brandon, Tampa First.
Dec. 3: Maranatha in Miami Gardens. Dec. 4: Ft. Lauderdale, Lauderhill,
Ambassador in Lauderdale Lakes, Pompano Beach, Jupiter-Tequesta.
Dec. 10: St. Petersburg. Dec. 11: Clearwater, New Port Richey, Spring
Hill, Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills.
Florida Conference Evangelism Series.
Nov. 5-19. Northwest Miami Spanish. Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
Planned Giving and Trust Services Clinics.
Dec. 10. Northwest Dade in Hialeah.

by Milton Adams

S

achieve the mission of the
Adventist Church in Florida.
This is not a new form of
church. The New Testament clearly
reveals that early Christian believers met for worship in homes.
—Romans 16:5, I Corinthians 16:19,
and Colossians 4:15.

Surprisingly, this is not a new
form of church for Adventists.
During the early decades of the
movement, most local churches
met in homes or rented lodge halls.
In fact, this concept lives on in
Adventist heritage under the oldfashioned terminology of cottage
meetings. Current church attendance statistics indicate it is time
to dust off this old concept and
reinvent it for the 21st century.
“Milton Adams has had success with a pilot project here in
Florida where Simple Church
was first birthed,” says Florida
Conference President Mike
Cauley. “He is also directing a
Simple Church Global Network
for www.AdventistMission.org
and the North American Division.
The Conference is now inviting
lay people to explore and pray
about the possibility of becoming modern day missionaries.”
More information and online training is available at
www.SimpleChurchAtHome.com

December 2011– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Jennings Lake Church Drive-thru Live Nativity. Dec. 16-18. Robertson
Farm, 5610 SW County Road 313, Trenton. 6:30-9:00 p.m. Additional
information and map: http://www.jenningslake.com/. Questions:
dtroyer1404@bellsouth.net or (352) 463‑0599.

March 2012––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Retired Denominational Workers’ Retreat. March 16-18. Pine
Lake Retreat, Groveland. Guest speaker: Adventist Review Editor
Bill Knott. Details: laura.gonzalez@floridaconference.com or
(407) 644‑5000 x164.

April 2012– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Annual Florida Camp Meetings. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Details:
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/. Full coverage in
the next issue of Florida Focus.
Apr. 12-15. English-language. Theme: Transformed For His Coming.
Guest speaker: Steve Riley.
Apr. 19-22. Spanish-language. Theme: Transformados para Su venida
Guest speaker: Alejandro Bullón.
Greater Miami Adventist Academy Third Annual Golf Tournament.
Apr. 22. Doral Golf Resort and Spa. 12:00-7:00 p.m. Part of Greater
Miami Adventist Academy’s centennial celebration. Reception
dinner included. Hotel and spa discounts available upon request.
Details: ctrevilcock@gma.edu, cleopatratrevilcock@yahoo.com,
(305) 220‑5955 x151, or (954) 254‑9249.
Weston Adams

imple Church is a term used
to refer to small congregations
that primarily meet in homes.
These Sabbath home gatherings
start with a team of four missionary-minded Adventists (commonly
called a CORE4 missionary team)
who focus on reaching 90% of
America’s population. This group
of people typically will not walk
into a conventional church on a
given weekend.
Simple Churches are not small
groups because they are not a side
activity of a regular church. They
are full churches on a par with
conventional churches whose
congregations own, lease, or rent
a building where worship and
ministry are conducted. Simple
Churches tend to be smaller in
membership and have a simpler
worship format and organizational
structure. Research by George
Barna at www.barna.org reveals
nearly six million Americans currently attend a church of this kind.
Simple Church is more effective at reaching some groups than
a conventional form of church,
especially for the unchurched and
younger adults. Since the largest
number of Florida’s residents are
not active in any religious congregation, this is an approach
that can be used to successfully

Unchurched, secular, and front-line missionaries meet in homes on Sabbath.

May 2012– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Greater Miami Adventist Academy 100th Anniversary Alumni Weekend. May 18-19. Greater Miami Adventist Academy. Guest speaker:
Carlton Byrd, Breath of Life speaker/director and GMAA alumni.
Details: ctrevilcock@gma.edu, cleopatratrevilcock@yahoo.com,
(305) 220‑5955 x151, or (954) 254‑9249.
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Forever Faithful Is Our Goal
by Brian Mori,
Miami Springs Church Member

34 years old and have
Iwasam
been a Christian since I
a little boy. Yet, it was
only about three years ago
that I came to know Jesus
Christ. Up until that time,
I took my relationship with
God for granted by just going
through the motions. I didn’t
have the fire for Christ that
others talk about. Not having
this relationship with Christ
kept me from receiving the
wisdom and knowledge necessary to make it through
these economic tough times.
About three years ago,
I found myself in an unfamiliar situation. Somehow,
my wife and I had quickly
accumulated more than
$14,000 in credit card debt.
I had never before in my

life had credit card debt.
This situation was causing
even more problems in my
marriage and family life.
I had just begun my new
walk with Christ, and He
allowed me to realize that
Satan was trying to attack me
and bring me down. I began
listening to a Christian radio
program about money. I kept
hearing people in my similar
situation getting and staying
out of debt while, at the same
time, staying faithful to God
and being good stewards.
Although I slipped many
times, I tried to stay faithful
to God and give Him 10% as
I paid down the debt through
making sacrifices while living paycheck to paycheck.
I continued praying and
reading Christian books
about debt and finances,

as well as taking a finance
class at my church. All of
these resources showed me
that only God can allow us to
get out of situations we have
gotten ourselves into, and we
need to remain faithful to
Him and do as He asks.
I now fully understand
Malachi 3:10 where God
talks about opening the
floodgates of Heaven and
pouring His blessings on
those who are good stewards.
One of the things I learned
from this situation is that if
we just ask God to give us a
content heart, He will, and
He will keep us from falling into the traps of needing
earthly possessions.
I am blessed to say that it
took a couple of years, but
my family and I are now
free and clear of the $14,000

Brian Mori

credit card debt. We will
forever remain faithful to
God and keep being good
stewards and managers of
His money. Our goal now
is to pay off all of our debt
and ask God what He wants
us to do for Him.

