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Horace Walsh
The Measure of a Man

by Mike Cauley, D.Min.
Florida Conference President

G

od is at work in
Florida Conference! This issue
of Florida Focus
especially underscores that reality.
I have long been
inspired by the life
and ministry of Elder
Horace Walsh. We
are deeply indebted
to him for 67 years of
faithful service to our
Lord—40 of those
years here in Florida.
God continues to use
him powerfully.
Perhaps the most
profound way that I
see God at work is in
the lives of so many
surrendered lay members—both young and
older; the ministry of
fireman Rudy Prado;

the wisdom and skill
of lay worker Janice
Boone; the Christ-like
compassion of Prison
Ministries volunteer
Robert Wilson; the
love for kids exhibited by Ed and Laura
Wolanski; and the way
God has led in the life
of Jerry Sutton. The
stories contained in
this issue, featuring
these committed volunteer workers, evoke
in me a deep sense of
gratitude, both to the
Lord and to them.
The function of
church leadership, according to Ephesians
4, is to equip God’s
people for works of
service. Shepherding
is part of the role of
the pastor, but even
more so is the work
of engaging believers
in works of service to
build up the Body of
Christ. In fact, this
is the way we grow
to spiritual maturity.
God’s ordained method for leading us to
a life that reflects the

character and ministry
of Jesus is to guide us
into blessing the lives
of others. Each of us
has abilities that the
Lord has given which
may be used to convey
God’s love in tangible
ways. Accepting the
prompting of the
Holy Spirit to become
involved in the life of
someone else is the
path to a life of fulfillment and blessing.
Back in the summer
of 1969, while attending church in Jacksonville, God used a
witnessing team from
Forest Lake Academy
to ignite a passion
within my young heart
to show people God’s
love. God is calling
men and women, boys
and girls, all over our
Conference to communicate God’s love as
they surrender themselves to be used by
Jesus. May God bless
you to say “yes” to the
Holy Spirit when He
prompts you to be a
channel of blessing.
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The Measure

Lori Bennett

Will You Say “Yes”
When God Calls ?

Carmen Rodriguez, Florida Conference Executive Secretary, presented a plaque to Horace
Walsh commemorating his years of service.

by Gladys Neigel

W

hat great
accomplishments would propel
a person to the cover
of Florida Focus?
Can you tell the
measure of the man
from a photograph?
Let me introduce
you to Horace
Edward Walsh.
As a young man,
Horace had two interests that might
have guided his career track: Baseball—
In his early teens, he
spent several days as
an official bat boy
for the Washington
Senators baseball
team during spring
training in Orlando.
Music—Horace
worked with a vocal
instructor in Scranton, Pennsylvania, to
train his Irish tenor
voice. In order to ac-

company himself,
he studied piano.
Later, he was privileged to attend The
Peabody Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, Maryland.
In 1939, Horace
enrolled at Washington Missionary College (now
Washington Adventist University) in
Takoma Park, Maryland. After a few
months as a student
in pre-medical studies, he felt the call of
the gospel ministry
and changed his
major to theology.
Following graduation, he was assigned
as a singing evangelist for an evangelistic campaign in
Salisbury, Maryland.
Horace willingly
accepted the duties
assigned him except
when the sermon was

Lori Bennett

Horace Edward Walsh : 67 Years of Service For the Master

Les Clark

of a Man

While pastor of Florida Living Church at Florida Living Retirement Community in Apopka, Horace was appreciated for his compassion. Pictured: Horace
prays with Betty Downs at the neighboring Florida Living Nursing Center.

1st Lieutenant Horace Walsh, first Adventist Army
Chaplain, proudly donned his uniform some 60
years later at the June 10 retirement celebration.

on hell, and Evangelist
Dan Harris wanted
him to dress in a devil
suit, stand on a corner,
and pass out fliers.
Horace’s first pastorate was in Wilmington, Delaware.
One of the young
people, Elizabeth
Sterndale, remembers
him playing volleyball
and starting a camera club for them.
Later, two firsts
came into Horace’s
life: he was the first
to receive a Master
of Divinity degree
from the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological
Seminary and the first
Adventist minister
chosen to become a
military chaplain.
“Congratulations,
Horace, on your retirement after nearly
67 years of ministry,”
wrote Gary Councell,
Director of Adventist

from Spokane, Washington, told how his
choice to not carry
a gun while in the
Army in Germany
had upset his superiors. A fellow soldier
whose mother was an
Adventist told him to
“go see that Adventist Chaplain” to get
him out of the mess.
Furnish, who wasn’t
a church member, attended the Adventist
service and spoke
to Chaplain Walsh.
Soon, he was taking
Bible studies, and even
before his baptism,
Horace had him teaching the Sabbath School
lesson. Dr. Furnish’s
comment, “Thanks
so much for the introduction,” was a testimony of his gratitude
to Horace for bringing
him into the Church.
At age 92, with
67 years of service,

Chaplaincy Ministries.
“You are the first to
receive Ecclesiastical
Endorsement from the
[Seventh-day Adventist] denomination as
a chaplain. Since your
visionary and courageous step, more than
200 men and women
have followed your
example and legacy.”
After the military,
Horace became Chaplain at Loma Linda
Hospital (now Loma
Linda University Medical Center) in California and taught Bible
classes for 10 years at
Loma Linda College of
Medical Evangelists.
His inventive nature
soon had him presenting a daily devotional
program, Silver Linings, that was piped
into each patient’s hospital room.
Horace went on to
pastor in Rochester,

New York; Miami
Temple Church,
Miami, Florida; and
Forest Lake Church
in Apopka, Florida,
before his first attempt at retirement
in 1983. He continued
to preach in various
churches for two years
before returning to
Miami Temple Church
where he helped plant
the Kendall Church
in Miami. He then
pastored churches in
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and DeLand,
Florida, before his 17
year pastorate began at
Florida Living Church,
Apopka, Florida.
As an example of
this beloved pastor’s
influence over the
years, several people
who attended a June
10, 2012, retirement
celebration shared
their stories. Dr. Ted
Furnish, a Urologist

Horace Walsh closes
his ministry as senior
pastor of a congregation and stands tall
among the denomination’s elder statesmen.
To recognize this
milestone, members
gathered on June 10
to honor their highly
respected friend and
celebrate with him in
thankfulness for his
many years of service for the Master.
Rejoicing with
them were Horace’s
daughter, Bronwyn
and her husband,
Bob; and grandchildren, Bobby and Sam.
Horace’s son, Bryan
and his wife, Callie,
could not attend.
Horace’s first wife,
Pat, passed away in
1977 and his second
wife, Aimee, passed
away shortly after
they came to Florida
Living Church.
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God Answers a Mother’s Prayers
by Janice Boone

W

hen Rene
Brunet began
studying the Bible
with two gentlemen
who came to his home
in Florida, his mother,
Grace, in Tennessee
became worried that
this exposure would
misguide him. She had
prayed for many years
that he would join her
in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
While visiting
him two years earlier,
Rene’s mother, Grace
Brunet, had attended
the Adventist Church
in Brooksville and
kept the bulletin for
that day. Now, as the
worry increased, Grace
got out the bulletin,
found my name listed
as the first elder, and
called me. She asked
if I would contact her
son and perhaps study
God’s Word with him.
As my husband,
Van, and I drove to
church the next day,
I decided to call the
number Grace had
given me. I simply
invited Rene to come
to a community clubhouse where I was
conducting a Revelation Seminar that included a special slide
presentation on space
taken by the Hubble
telescope. He seemed
interested and agreed
to attend. After the
meeting, I asked Rene
if he would like to
come to our house
to start at the beginning of the Revelation
Seminar studies. He

A seeker of truth, Rene
Brunet anticipated
studying the Bible with
four individuals.

Rene’s mother rejoiced
as she watched Brooksville Pastor John Sabo
baptize her son.

readily agreed, and we
made an appointment
for the following Monday evening.
When Rene arrived at our home,
we learned he was a
Vietnam War veteran
who had suffered from
post-traumatic stress
disorder. He had also
suffered a severe loss
of hearing from bombs
exploding close to him
as a young soldier.
Rene became such
a seeker of truth that I
told him he reminded
me of Nicodemus
meeting Jesus. He
diligently studied,
comparing scripture
with scripture. As
soon as he recognized
there were certain
adjustments that had
to be made in his
lifestyle, he learned
to rely on Christ’s
ability to get him
over these hurdles.
It wasn’t long before
Rene told me that his
mother was worried
about him studying
with the two gentlemen. My response

was, “Well, Rene, I’m
NOT concerned at all
because you are studying the truth, and if
there is anything you
hear that is contrary
to that truth, you will
recognize it!”
Soon, he was showing the two men scriptures that were not in
harmony with what
they were teaching.
After several weeks
of attempting to help
them recognize truth,
the men stopped coming to his home. Rene
hoped that God would
prepare him to minister to them some day.

Janice Boone, left, studied the Bible with Rene
Brunet. His mother, Grace, attended his baptism.
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It was a great blessing for Van and me
to watch Rene grow
stronger in Christ
week after week.
Sometimes, it was
hard for him to hold
back tears when he
was obviously at the
foot of the cross. During his six months
of Bible studies, he
also read The Desire
of Ages and asked if
we could study twice
a week with him.
Rene wanted to go
right into the Daniel
Prophecy Seminar
when the studies
on Revelation were
finished. After three
months, he decided
to be baptized. What
a day of unspeakable
joy for Rene’s mother
to be at the Brooksville Church, watching
her precious son step
into the water as he
was baptized by Pastor John Sabo. Grace
had prayed many
years for this moment, and God had
answered her prayers.

By this time, Rene
had planned to become a Bible teacher.
He had four people
with whom he was
planning to study;
however, this would
never happen. Just
three months after his
baptism, Rene and his
son, Derek, were in a
motorcycle accident.
Rene was rushed to the
hospital where he went
to sleep in Jesus.
How grateful Grace
is to have seen God’s
purpose for her son
realized, and how
blessed and honored
I am to have been his
teacher. When Grace
calls or writes, she
constantly speaks of
the reunion she is
promised with her
dear son when Jesus
comes again.
My purpose in
sharing this story of
Rene and the answered
prayer of his mother,
Grace, is to encourage mothers and other
family members to
never stop praying
for loved ones—God
may answer in the
eleventh hour!

“A

nd when did we see
You sick or in prison
and came to visit You? …Truly
I tell you, in so far as you did
it for one of the least of these
My brethren, you did it for Me.”
—Matthew 25:39–40 (AMP)

For the
Least of
These

“Look no f ur t her,” answered
Lakeland Church member Robert
Wilson when he learned that inmates at
Polk Correctional Institute in Polk City
asked Sergeant Duffy Le Boeuf to find an
Adventist to preach to them. After 11 months
of filing paperwork, waiting, and praying, his
application was accepted in October 2005.
As the massive doors locked behind him,
Volunteer Wilson was shown to a room where his
congregation of four awaited him—three inmates
and Sergeant Duffy. Instead of being discouraged,
he pressed on and saw the attendance increase each
week. Seven years later, an average of 36 men attend
the Sabbath services every week. Along the way, his wife,
Blandina, and other members volunteered until there are
now ten individuals helping with the program. So far, God
has blessed this ministry with 69 baptisms.
In June 2006, Wilson was granted the opportunity to become
an official volunteer chaplain. At first, he was spending 13 hours
on Fridays working one on one with the men and doing crisis calls.
Now, he has six hours a week to hold an open Bible study every
Sunday afternoon, anger resolution classes every Wednesday evening,
and an increasing number of invitations to preach on Sabbath.
Wilson also began ministering in the Cross City prison once a month.
He started out just sitting in a circle with the men, talking about his
personal experiences, sharing the love of Christ, and encouraging them to
share as well. As a result, nine men came forward to accept Christ and were
baptized. Economic reasons now keep him from going to Cross City. He is
hoping to return, because he feels responsible for the nine men he left behind.
Overall, the men in both prisons truly appreciate the commitment and sincere
interest Wilson and the other volunteers show as they invest time, energy, and
prayers. The men also enjoy receiving Bibles and literature donated by friends of the
ministry. They have many questions about biblical beliefs and appreciate the answers.
One of the Lakeland Church members prayed with Wilson and his team one Sabbath
as they were leaving for the prison. He asked God to give Wilson at least one soul that
night. A man who had been attending the meetings for six months came forward to
accept Christ. He was baptized three weeks later, and he is a faithful member of the prison
congregation as a result of one person’s prayer.
Two men stand out in Wilson’s mind from all the people to whom he has ministered:
One man from Polk Correctional Institute needed to understand forgiveness and ask people
he had hurt to forgive him. Wilson helped him write to these individuals, and one of them
actually accepted his apology and forgave him.
Then, there’s Cheston, an inmate at Cross City prison. God used Wilson to help him understand
that God takes us where we are and changes us. Over the course of six sessions held once a month,
Wilson helped him to seek forgiveness by writing to the people he had hurt. By the sixth session, he
asked if he could be baptized. In the baptismal waters, Cheston shared his testimony before his fellow
inmates and asked God to forgive him as he named the ones he had hurt.
Above all, Wilson wants to follow God’s leading in going to facilities and spreading His love. He still
keeps in contact with men after they are released or transferred to another facility by writing to them
and sending whatever literature he can to encourage them in their walk with God. He says he wants
to make good use of the opportunities he has to reach these men as long as he can.

Eiren Oh

by Eiren Oh

Robert Wilson
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Journaling—a Wonderful Way to Meditate and
by Carmen Rodriguez,
Florida Conference
Executive Secretary

eading God’s Word
R
on a regular basis
is a great way to gain
knowledge about God
and help understand
how He interacted
with the human race
throughout the ages.
According to the
Psalmist, there is a
great difference between reading and
meditating on God’s
Word. It is apparent
He knew the difference between the
two when He said,
“Blessed is the one…
whose delight is in the
law of the Lord, and
who meditates on his
law day and night.”
(Psalm 1:1–2 NIV)

For decades, meditation has gotten a
bad rap, but the kind
of meditation that is
expressed here means
reflecting on God’s
Word with the expectancy that He has
something to say to
us. In my personal
experience, I have
found that journaling
is a wonderful way of
meditating and reflecting on God’s Word.
Paul, in his letter to
the Philippians, said it
this way, “…whatever
is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is
right, whatever is
pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy—think
about such things.”
(Philippians 4:8 NIV)

As I reflected on
this topic of journaling, I was reminded of
Page 6 • Florida Focus • Autumn 2012 • Vol. 28, No. 3

the time when I was
dating a very special
person in my life,
who is now my husband Victor. We both
lived on the island of
Puerto Rico. Due to a
new work assignment,
Victor moved to the
mainland. He promised to return soon,
but the job lasted
almost two years. To
me, his return seemed
like an eternity. Technology was not as
advanced as it is today,
and the only way to
stay in touch with him
was through letters.
Soon, we discovered
that the more you love
a person, the more you
desire to share of yourself and what you are
experiencing.
We found ourselves
writing several letters
weekly. Writing those
letters did not feel like
work, but something
we really enjoyed.
When we received the
letters in the mail,
we did not focus on
grammatical errors
or how ideas were expressed but on what
was shared from the
heart. Through those
letters, we discovered
a new growth in our
relationship and a
commitment to stay
faithful to each other
despite the distance.
Needless to say, I
looked forward to my
weekly trips to the
post office.
As I recalled this
experience, I was
transported to another
time and another Person who also loved me
a great deal. He left
His heavenly home

for a while and came
to this sinful world
because of His love for
us, but one day, He
went back home to His
Father. Although He
left, we find promises
in the Scripture of His
soon return to take us
home with Him. “He
who testifies to these
things says, ‘Yes, I am
coming soon.’ Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus.”
(Revelation 22:20 NIV)

The wait for Jesus’
return may seem like
an eternity to us, but
what better way to
await His return than
reading His love letters
in the Bible? They will
help us get to know
Him better, experience
a new growth in our
relationship, and make
a commitment to remain faithful to Him
until His second coming. Reflecting and
journaling is an excellent way to process
what I am reading to
help me gain a deeper
understanding of who

God is. It also makes
it easier for me to remember His promises.
In the Bible, God
calls for people to
practice devotional
disciplines such as
fasting (Acts 13:2),
praying (Luke 2:37),
worship (Romans
12:1), and meditating
on His Word (Psalm
1:1–2) as part of their
Christian journey.
However, I noticed
God gives very little
instruction on how to
put these things into
practice. I believe His
reason for not giving
specific instructions
is because people in
biblical times practiced fasting, praying,
worship, and meditation so frequently, they
didn’t need to know
the “how.”
The Bible says
David meditated on
God’s law day and
night. As he meditated, he wrote about
God’s wonders and his
life experiences. This

Reflect on God’s Word
is what I call journaling. His journaling
became what we know
today as Scripture,
and, to this day, we
continue to be blessed
by David’s writings.
I am not suggesting
your journaling will
become Scripture, but
just think of the legacy
you will leave to future
generations. Imagine
how amazing it would
be for your children’s
children to read about
your spiritual journey
and how God spoke to
you through the Bible.
I am no expert to
prescribe how to spend
time with the Lord
and journal. I can only
offer some suggestions
from my personal
experience that may
help you begin journaling as you reflect
and meditate on the
Word of God:
Write From
the Heart
God is your best
friend. He loves

to hear from you
and learn what’s
on your heart.

things, and in him all
things hold together.”
(Colossians 1:16–17 NIV)

Setting Time Aside
The primary requirement for journaling is a longing
for spending time
with the Lord and
making the time for
that to happen.
Bible Reading Plan
Prayerfully look for
a verse or phrase that
particularly speaks to
your present situation.
Another plan I
have found helpful is
finding God’s attributes in the Bible and
praising Him for who
He is. For instance,
consider this passage:

I have found the
following attributes
of God in the text,
“Creator of all things”
and “Eternal.” I write
each of those attributes in my journal.
Next, I praise God for
creating all things,
including me, and for
giving me the perspective of living with
Him, my Creator, for
all eternity. Reading the Word of God
gives me a wonderful
feeling of hope in a
world full of despair,
and journaling helps
make that hope become more real to me.

“For in him all things
were created: things in
heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been
created through him and
for him. He is before all

Tools Needed
A simple notepad
and a pen or pencil
will do the job.
What are the
benefits of journaling? Believe me, the
rewards are endless.
Just think of the bless-

ing of spending time
in the Word of God,
listening to the Holy
Spirit speaking to your
heart, and responding
to His calling. What
about the blessing
of leaving a written
legacy of your Christian journey to your
family and their families for generations
to come? Fabulous!
As I have been
blessed by reflecting
on the Word of God
and journaling during
my devotional time,
I pray you will also
be blessed through
the application of
this suggested devotional practice.

For the past few years, Florida
Conference has taken a renewed
look at defining the outcome of
the Great Commission “to go and
make disciples.”
I believe the Lord intended a
disciple be a person who bears fruit
and lives a life depicted by Jesus in
John 14 and 15. It’s a person who has an
intimate relationship with Jesus, is a mature follower
who abides in Christ, and is one who bears fruit to God’s glory.
Men and women throughout Scripture, as well as pioneers of the Advent movement, had a fervent spiritual experience. They developed a devotional lifestyle that included
practices which fostered spiritual maturity and helped them become more like Jesus.
Nurturing Life: A Journey of Faith is a resource, authored by the Florida Conference leadership
team, intended to help followers of Jesus grow into maturity in Christ.
The excerpt above is taken from the Journaling devotional practice chapter of Nurturing Life.
Read all seven chapters at http://www.floridaconference.com/nurturinglife/
—Mike Cauley, Florida Conference President
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Christian
Youth
Center

If you have a Pulse, you have a Purpose

Photos: Ed Wolanski

Meeting Community Needs Through Friendship

by Gladys Neigel

A

yellow school bus stops at 3101
Spring Park Road in Jacksonville as
14 kids pour out of The Pulse Christian
Youth Center to hop on board. These
students come early to this bus stop in
order to join in prayer and a short devotional worship at what they call their
church. As they leave, each receives a
granola bar, juice box, and banana to
give them a good start for the day.
“Our mission is to help each one
of these young people recognize they
have a purpose, to find out what it is,
and to pursue it for God,” says The
Pulse Director Ed Wolanski who, with
his wife Laura, volunteers 40+ hours a
week. When they opened the youth center in 2009, they soon discovered many
tangible needs of the young people as
well as the intangibles. Located in a
high-crime and low-income area, young
people are often forced to go hungry. In
order to meet this need, every evening
program includes a meal.
The holistic approach is only part
of this faith-based program which offers opportunities for Bible study and
worship. Volunteers try to befriend
young people who have learned to
survive in the environment they live
in and help them rise above the influences of their neighborhood.
Various programs offered by The
Pulse include:
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Evening Programs—Monday through

Thursday, a program is developed
especially for a designated age group:
Pulse 912 (grades 9–12) on Mondays,
Pulse 68 (grades 6–8) on Tuesdays, Pulse
45 (grades 4–5) on Wednesdays, and
K3 Pulse (grades K–3) on Thursdays.
Included in the evening’s programs are:
•	Bible lessons that teach morals, life
principles, and good citizenship.
•	Bible-based discussions of the challenges facing young people today
such as peer pressure, making
right choices, sexuality and teen
pregnancy, crime, and drugs.
• Group games teaching teamwork.
•	A healthy dinner.
Academic Assistance—After-school
tutoring for students and assistance
completing homework and projects.
Computer Lab—Allows students
access to the internet which may
not be available at their home.
Library—Encourages reading with
story times and quiet hours.
Field Trips—Outings to museums,
parks, and community events
provide opportunities for social,
academic and cultural growth.
Sports—Encourages good, clean fun
by organizing football, kickball, soccer,
and other games in the neighborhood.
Saturday Nights—Safe and clean
alternative for young people to enjoy
games, movies, and theme nights
such as guys-only or girls-only.

Several kids gave up their Christmas
vacation to transform a storage area
into a serving pantry. This new kitchen
addition is helping streamline food service, teach more responsibility, and save
on food costs.
Recently, The Pulse was given additional room to expand its operations
and convert the space into a proper
computer lab, separate library, reception area, and office. This space was
donated rent free until the end of 2012,
and Wolanski says, “We are confident
the Lord will provide the funding when
the rent comes due in January.
Since its inception, ministry at The
Pulse has been kept alive through donations from those wanting to help
at-risk kids have a better life. The
Florida Conference Youth Department
believes in this program enough to
financially support approximately 20%
of the operating budget. More information about this ministry, including
promotional videos, can be found at
facebook.com/thepulsechristianyouthcenter
and www.thepulsechurch.org.
The Pulse was also featured in
the monthly Florida Conference In
Mission video series for June 2012:
www.floridaconference.com/?p=3904

Orlando Fireman Trains Emergency Responders
In Dominican Republic and South America
by Martin Butler

ord, please
show me how
I can give my talents to serve you,”
prayed Rudy Prado,
an Orlando lieutenant fireman, paramedic, and member
of Markham Woods
Church in Longwood.
The next week, David
Canther, who contracts with Florida
Conference and World
Vision to train and
deploy in emergency
response, invited
Prado to join him.
A month later,
Prado was in the
Dominican Republic training firemen,
youth, church leaders, and personnel
for World Vision and
ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief
Agency) in incident
command, life-saving
skills, and emotional
and spiritual care.
Soon afterward, a
pastor wrote, “My recent training already
helped me save two
victims involved in an
automobile accident.”
Prado is planning
his work schedule so
he will have even more
time to join Canther
in training individuals in Florida and
throughout Central
and South America.
“This is the most fulfilling opportunity
God has ever given
me,” he admits.
In early August,
Prado accompanied
Canther to train 500
youth and church
groups as emergency

Photos: David Canther

“L

Rudy Prado, right, trained Chilean ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency) volunteers on a
South America trip with David Canther, ACTS (Active Christians That Serve) World Relief president.

“This is
the most
fulfilling
opportunity
God
has ever
given me.”
—Rudy Prado
responders in Chile.
The World Vision
Emergency Response
director for that South
American country
described the week as
“utterly fantastic!”
Among the 45,400
people working for
World Vision (the

World Vision Emergency Response volunteers in the Dominican Republic
evacuated victims from a staged incident after they received training from
Markham Woods Church member Rudy Prado.

world’s largest humanitarian organization),
1,400 are Seventh-day
Adventists with the
same deep passion to
share the love of Christ
through their actions.
“God is moving in miraculous ways to unite
His people in new

ways of evangelism
which must exemplify
itself in a willingness
to lay down your life
for others according to
John 14,” says Canther.
Emergency response
action photos are posted to www.actswr.org.
Canther’s new book,

First Response: Change
Your World Through
ACTS of Love, is also
available
from the
ACTS site as
well as the
Adventist
Book
Center.
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If Jesus Is the Answer,
What Are the Questions?

A Florida NET
Evangelistic Series
floridaconference.com/onehope
a YouVersion Live event

See it at your local church or watch the Hope Church Channel, channel 124 on the Glorystar Satellite System.
Purchase a system at hope.glorystar.tv or watch online: www.hopetv.org/watch/live-streams/hope-church-channel
Oct. 20
Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Oct. 23

NIGHTLY SCHEDULE: 7:30–8:30 pm
Brad Cassell—One Hope: Where Is the World Going? Oct. 24 Marius Asaftei—One Hope: Can Broken Relationships
Be Fixed?
Glenn Aguirre—One Hope: How Does Jesus
Oct. 25 Anthony WagenerSmith—One Hope: If You Want
Change Us?
To Follow Jesus, Why Bother With the Church?
Juan Rodriguez—One Hope: If Jesus Is Coming,
What Do We Do Now?
Oct. 26 Henoc Paulicin—One Hope: How Do We Find Time
Steve Stewart—One Hope: Is There Meaningful
For What Matters Most?
Life Before Death?
Oct. 27 Mike Cauley—One Hope: What Is Our Destiny?

Are you looking for a way to make a gift that furthers
the work of the Lord throughout Florida Conference
and lets you receive income and tax benefits?

Contact us today:
Planned Giving and Trust Services
Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
P.O. Box 2626 • Winter Park, FL 32790–2626
(407) 644-5000 x251 • fcplannedgiving@gmail.com

Religious Liberty Report
T he C oming S torm : R eligious L iberty C onference
by Dick Shepard, Florida Conference Religious Liberty Coordinator

O

issues and last-day events.
Speakers will share what is
happening in the political
world and how it affects
religious liberty in light of
Bible prophecy.
Event details, lodging
information, and registration forms are available at
http://bit.ly/thecomingstorm
or (404) 299-1832 x436.

sponsored by Florida Conference and North American Division

available online:
click the blue button at
SimpleChurchAtHome.com

TM

A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar/
Ongoing Events– –––––––––––––––––––––––––

Planned Giving and Trust Services
staff can show you how a Charitable
Gift Annuity will provide you with
a fixed income for life and allow
you to designate the remainder
as a tax-deductible gift.

n October 20, 2012,
the Southern Union
Conference Department
of Publ ic A f fa i rs a nd
Religious Liberty will host
The Comi ng Storm, a
one-day conference at the
Airport Hilton in Atlanta,
Georgia. This seminar is
packed with information
about religious libert y

Coming Events
Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridaconference.com/youth/
or call (407) 644‑5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship
dinners, outings, and more. http://www.floridaconference.com/
childrenandfamily/, djmiller4000@gmail.com, or (407) 703‑3050.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: national toll-free number,
(877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222). Miami: (305) 805‑9900.
High Springs: (386) 454‑7956. Shop online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e-mail:
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Sept. 29. Port Charlotte.
Sept. 30. North Port, Sarasota, West Coast Christian Academy in Braden‑
ton, Brandon, Tampa First.
Oct. 7. Forest Lake Academy for Constituency Session.
Oct. 13. St. Petersburg.
Oct. 14. Clearwater, New Port Richey, Spring Hill, Homosassa, Brooksville,
East Pasco in Zephyrhills.
Oct. 20. Jacksonville Southpoint.
Oct. 21. Jacksonville First, Orange Cove, Palatka, Palm Coast, New Smyrna
Beach. (Southeastern Conference: Jacksonville Ephesus.)
Oct. 27. Tallahassee.
Oct. 28. Perry, Cross City, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores, Belleview, Lady
Lake, Inverness.
Planned Giving and Trust Services Clinics.
Oct. 13. DeLand.		
Nov. 17. Miami Springs.
Nov. 3. Bonita Springs.		
Dec. 1. University in Orlando.

October 2012––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fundamentals of Faith Community Nursing. Oct. 1-5. Florida Hospital
Trickel Building, 900 Winderley Place, Maitland. 8:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m.
A course for registered nurses who recognize spiritual care as cen‑
tral to their practice. Details: http://www.healthy100churches.org/,
yvonne.seballo@flhosp.org, or (407) 200‑1657.
Filipino-American Association (FAASDA) Annual Retreat. Oct. 5-7.
Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Guest speakers: Garry Mupas, Mike
Cauley. Details: liezlk_saylon@yahoo.com or (904) 955‑7010.
70th Regular Florida Conference Constituency Meeting. Oct. 7.
Forest Lake Academy. 9:00 a.m. Details: Florida Conference Office
of the Secretariat, (407) 644‑5000.
Second Annual Let’s Get Moving Kids. Oct. 7. Crane’s Roost Lake,
Altamonte Springs. 9:00-11:00 a.m. Walk/run for children and fami‑
lies to promote active/healthy lifestyles. Music, bounce house, raffles,
and free health fair. Sponsored by Forest City Spanish Church health
ministries. Details: http://www.facebook.com/LetsGetMovingKids,
shirleyflores@earthlink.net, or (407) 592‑4808.
Spanish-language Sabbath School Workshops. 3:00-6:30 p.m. Details:
rebeca.delosrios@floridaconference.com or (407) 644‑5000 x138.
Oct. 13. Miami Central Spanish Church.
Oct. 20. Florida Conference Office.
Go Fish For Kids. Oct. 20. Midport Church. 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Fun
and creative training for children ages 5-14 to share Jesus with their
friends and neighbors. Free registration. Bring your own lunch.
Details: rburrill@cfl.rr.com, rhoda.burrill@floridaconference.com,
(407) 644‑5000 x136, or (321) 303‑7699.
Florida Conference Basketball and Soccer Leagues. Oct. 27, bas‑
ketball. Oct. 28, soccer. Locations throughout Florida. Sponsored
by Florida Conference Youth Ministries. Cost: $150 for one team or
$100 per team if registering two or more. Additional $100 if regis‑
tered after September 30. League descriptions including age groups:
http://www.floridaconference.com/youth/youth/sports/. Additional
Details: floridasports2012@yahoo.com or (850) 792‑3422.
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Youth Taking
On the World
For Christ

Trucker Teaches Sign Language To Teens
by Herb Pritchard

hile eating at a res“W
taurant, trucker Jerry
Sutton was approached by a
small lad and given an alphabet card for the deaf. Bored
on long trips while delivering
Freightliner tractors around
the United States, Sutton
practiced learning sign letters. This led him to study
sign language courses for
more than three years.
An Adventist trucker who
drove for the same company gave religious tracts
to Jerry from time to time.
A friendship developed and
Bible studies ensued. The
provocative literature and
his personal study created a
challenge for Sutton when
he could not find Bible references to support Sunday

keeping. Not fully convinced
of Adventist truth, he kept
looking for the right church.
One night, he had a dream
of three girls waving and
beckoning him to come into
Ocala Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Sutton decided to
attend the church and saw
the three girls. “I could have
picked them out of a lineup,”
he says. Before long, he became a church member.
A short time later, Sutton
found a surprising opportunity to awaken his interest
in sign language. One Sabbath, a member brought a
deaf friend to church and
Sutton was asked to sign for
the guest. The Ocala Church
deaf ministry which started
that day still continues.

Sam Minosh

Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries

Volunteers Amanda Raices,
15, left, and Rebecca Nolasco,
13, interpret for Winnie
Tuninson in Ocala Church’s
sign language ministry.

With challenges caused
by a bad back, Sutton has
focused on teaching sign language to Rebecca Nolasco,
13, and Amanda Raices,
15, who now communicate
Sabbath services to deaf
attendees. “We saw a need
and wanted to make friends
with guests,“ the girls admit.
Pastor Dave Swinyar adds,
“They are an answer to
prayer by picking up the skill
in a very short time.”
Each week, Sutton also
teaches sign language to
three young people at the
Ocala Public Library. “Signing can be a difficult and
tedious study as there are

Jerry Sutton

more than 5,000 signs alone
in the Random House American Sign Language Dictionary,” he says. “Not only is
there complexity in signing,
there is a discipline of learning to teach with accuracy.”
The phonetics of sign language was born in the 17th
century. Now, two 21st-century Ocala teens are moving
out of their comfort zones
into a ministry meaningful
to others less fortunate; yet,
who deserve to hear about
the love of God.

