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New Tampa School
Reflects Spirit of Innovation

Spirit of Innovation at Work in Florida Conference

BY MIKE CAULEY, D.MIN.
FLORIDA CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

nnovation charIwhat
acterizes much of
God’s people in
Florida Conference
are doing today. It is
a reflection of a creative God who sees
possibilities when
others primarily see
obstacles. God sees
restoration and renewal when mankind
sees devastation. God
sees breakthroughs
when circumstances
invoke despair. God
is the embodiment
of resilience. He
found a way to rescue
a planet when our
first parents made
an earth-shattering
mistake. It cost Him
infinitely, but His creative heart of steadfast
love devised a plan.
Here are some ways
that we may see innovation at work in
Florida Conference:
1. A new approach
to mission training based upon
relational skills has
been implemented
for training elders
in Florida Conference. Sunday, OctoPAGE 2 • FLORIDA FOCUS • AUTUMN 2016 • VOL. 32, NO. 4

ber 30, was the start
of this training,
and it took place
simultaneously in
seven regions across
the state. These
leadership skills—
active listening,
empathy, and the
ability to transact
confrontation in a
healthy way—are
especially necessary
for leadership in the
21st century. These
competencies are
also essential for
relating to people
from nonreligious
backgrounds—25%
of the American
population and a
large number of
millennials. What
we call the grace
skills—empathy,
listening very attentively, affirmation,
and discernment—
are especially

needed to build a
bridge to the heart
through friendship.
2. A comprehensive
approach to future
leadership development involving
full-time workers
began in the spring
of 2016. This initial
class of 35 individuals will meet for two
years, four times a
year, and another
class will begin in
2018. It is designed
to train leaders who
may serve as pastors
of large churches,
Conference Executive Committee
members, or other

conference leadership roles. This
group is participating in assessments,
classroom instruction, and receiving
coaching to enable
competency and
essential skill development.
3. The Office of Education continues to
pioneer innovation
which has been
foundational to the
advancements happening in Tampa.
We hope this
spirit will spread
throughout the
state. Learn more
about Florida’s plan

for Adventist education and about the
new Tampa school
on pages 6–7.
4. An attitude of
growth rather than
status quo. Growth
is the law of creation. We were created for growth and
development. It is a
reflection of God’s
character. Cultivating a mental model
of growth in God’s
work is allowing us
to prayerfully look
for opportunities
for growing God’s
Kingdom in Florida
churches, schools,
and institutions.
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71st Regular Florida Conference Constituency Session
n spite of Hurricane
Idays
Matthew’s visit two
before, 506 delegates and more than
130 guests met October 9 on the campus of
Forest Lake Academy
for Florida Conference’s 71st Regular
Constituency Session.
The meeting began
in a spirit of worship
with music by Cantabile, a singing group
from the Academy,
and a devotional by
North American Division President Dan
Jackson. “There is
only one true North
in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church,”
said Jackson. His
name is Jesus!”
Prayer was a leading component in
various parts of the
program. At one
point, Florida Conference President Mike

Cauley entreated the
congregation to gather
in groups of two and
ask for God’s guidance. “Pray that Jesus
will be glorified,”
stated Cauley, “and
that God’s will be
done in all of our deliberations this day.”
The theme, How
God Has Led Us, was
evident throughout
the day, climaxing
with the realization of
membership now at
63,628. There are 206
organized churches,
56 companies, and 34
mission groups.
The Constitution
and Bylaws Committee, under the
direction of Attorney
Mark Buhler, worked
tirelessly on updating
the contents of these
two documents, and
the amendments were
voted as presented.

LEE BENNETT

BY GLADYS NEIGEL

Florida Conference officers were re-elected October 9 at the Constituency Session. Pictured with their
spouses, from left: Victor Rodríguez, Executive Secretary M. Carmen Rodríguez, Dottie Cauley, President
Michael F. Cauley, Marilyn Rollins, and Treasurer Duane C. Rollins.
Southern Union
Conference President,
Ron Smith, chaired

the session during the
Nominating Committee report where

all three Florida
Conference officers
were re-elected.

Executive Committee Members: 2017–2020
East Central Region
Michael Cauley
Orlando Lopez
Josephine Oates
Eddie Rivera
Frank Runnels
Daryl Tol
Gulf Region
Pam Knight
John Mills
Mark Schiefer

West Central Region
Byron Durias
Robert Kloosterhuis
Allan Machado
Robert Murphy
Ana Perez
Cicely Poleon
Carmen Rodríguez
Duane Rollins

Upper Gold Region
Garry Gordon
Dwayne Spence
Stephen Stewart
Deidre Taylor
Eliecer Vallejo
North Region
Angelo Grasso
Apolinar Torres

Lower Gold Region
Eric Allen
Wilny Audain
Eric Cantillo
Bradley Groves
Luc Pierre
Jesus Uriarte
Ridge Region
Diane Cooper
Kathi Jensen
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Souls Won for Christ
in Fort Lauderdale
en souls were won
Ta Revelation
for Christ during
Seminar, held on selected
nights October
1–29, at Fort Lauderdale Church’s
fellowship hall. The
series was conducted by Pastor Jeffrey
Thompson with
Linda Fraser serving
as the primary Bible
worker. Each lesson

presentation culminated with a quiz.
Church members
lending their talents to
making the Seminar a
success included: Arial
Taylor, Bible verse
reader; church youth,
Saturday night ushers;
Debbie Morris and
Susan Wint, registration; Robby Thornhill,
Jurlene Lindo, and
Ellen Goffe, free Bible

JAMES COOKE

BY JEFFREY THOMPSON

Friends, relatives, and church members were delighted with the 10 new converts shown with
Pastor Jeffrey Thompson, standing left, following a Revelation Seminar held during October at
Fort Lauderdale Church.
plan; Derk Green,
moderator; Beulah
Shaw, usher
coordinator; and
Pauline

Douglas, health lecture coordinator.
One of the unique
features for this evangelistic outreach was
a gospel concert held

October 22 which featured Infinite Praise
(Plantation Church
Praise Team), and
the Church of the
Nazarene’s Choir.

Pioneer Teams Change Lives in China
BY AUDREY FOLKENBERG

is good, and
GHisodwegoodness!
praise Him for
He
is blessing His work
here in China, and we
know your financial
and prayerful support are a part of that
blessing. Thank you
for being partners
with us during the
last three years.
I want to share
two stories from
the pioneer teams
you are sponsoring here in China:
In one unreached
city, your churchplanting pioneer
team was surprised
to discover a handful of Seventh-day
Adventists who had
accepted Jesus and
His truths because of
listening to Adventist
World Radio (AWR)
internet programs.

One of the listeners
said he’d been sending
letters to the Chinese
Union Media Center for the past three
years. However, only a
few arrived at the office, since this group
of believers lives in a
closely monitored area
of China and letters
are intercepted.
God is blessing the
work of this pioneer
team, and now the
group has grown to 15
members. They study
their Sabbath School
lessons along with
the Sabbath School
programs AWR sends
across China. Recently, four new members
were baptized.
In another unreached city, a new
method of giving
Bible studies was
developed using a
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very popular and
advanced phone communications tool. The
WeChat Bible Study
Group allows daily interaction with seekers
who are busy at work.
A topic scheduled for
every day discusses
the Bible and Ellen
White writings and

how to apply the messages into daily life.
This method proves
to be a good way to
keep in touch with our
young people and hear
about the progress
they are making.
On behalf of the
441,527 members of
the Chinese Union,

thank you for making a difference for
Christ on the other
side of the world.
Thank you, too, for
helping more than
1,300 individuals join
the church this year
through sponsoring
church-planting pioneer teams.

“Can-Do” Paraplegic Leaves Legacy for Worthy Students
BY PHIL BOND

hile playing with
W
a friend at the age
of five, Dick Sawyer,
was accidentally shot.
This occurred during
the Great Depression
in the 1930s when life
was tough, and now
Dick was a paraplegic. Unable to afford
a proper wheelchair,
Dick’s father built one
out of a cane chair and
bicycle wheels.
Determined that
Dick not grow up
feeling different, his
mother required that
he make his bed every morning and do
the same chores as
his brother and sisters. When the family
received their year’s
supply of coal, it was
Dick’s job to sit alongside the coal room
door with a broom
and sweep the stray
chunks of coal back
into the bin.

Dick initially attended a school for
crippled children, but
later attended Shortridge High School
after his mother insisted they accept a
handicapped student,
especially one skillful
enough to maneuver
an entire flight of
stairs in a wheelchair.
After graduation,
Dick moved from
Indiana to Florida
on his own where,
while driving a hand
controlled vehicle
(probably one of the
first ever constructed),
he was noticed by a
local architect who
hired him as a draftsman to make detailed
technical drawings
of plans for buildings and machinery.
He and the love of
his life, Norma Jean
(McAhren) Sawyer,
were married in 1956.

Dick Sawyer’s greatest gift to those who knew him
was his determination to live beyond what could have
been a life-time sentence of being disabled.

In 1970, Dick started Sawyer Builders,
a company that built
large-scale homes in
the Carmel, Indiana,
area. Norma ran her
own very successful multi-chair hair
salon for many years.
Blessed with an indomitable spirit and
“can-do” attitude,
both Dick and Norma
achieved remarkable
success. In the late
1990s, they retired and
moved to Ft. Myers.
Dick’s greatest gift to
those who knew him
was his determination

A Donor Advised Fund (DAF) makes philanthropy simple.
If you would like to make a tax-deductible charitable gift
now, but decide where it should be applied later, consider a
DAF. Assets in a fund are invested in professionally managed
portfolios, allowing the account to grow tax-free. You can
even avoid capital gains by donating appreciated securities.
A DAF gives many benefits of a family foundation without the
burden of administering it. Please contact the Florida Conference Development and Planned Giving Department today for
more information: (407) 644-5000.

to live beyond what
could have been a lifetime sentence of being
disabled. He never focused on what life had
not given him. Instead,
he focused on how
the Lord had blessed
and how he could be
a witness for Him.
Dick and Norma
both fell asleep in the
Lord within months
of each other late last
year. Adhering to the
belief that our possessions are only lent
to us from God, they
contacted the Florida
Conference Development and Planned
Giving Department
to establish an estate
plan that would not
only remember loved
ones but would also
bless the Lord’s work

and be a force for good
to draw others into
a saving relationship
with Christ. Today,
planned giving staff
are finalizing the
Richard and Norma
Sawyer Endowment
for Worthy Students.
Many of your fellow church members
have acted similarly.
In the past year, many
of our churches and
schools have received
houses, land, stock
certificates, and more
that have blessed His
work. As it is often
said, “You can’t take it
with you.” Remember
that the Development
and Planned Giving Department can
help you solidify your
legacy of faithfulness
and support.

A Groundbreaking
BY MIKE CAULEY

he cover photo for this
Tfeatures
issue of Florida Focus
the November 6

groundbreaking for a new
school in Tampa. It was an
exciting event with positive
implications for the conference as a whole—a groundbreaking endeavor in several
senses of the word!
I believe this school will
set a renewed direction

for Adventist Christian
Education across Florida
Conference and possibly
throughout North America.
Here are a few ways:
1. It will embrace a renewed perspective on
teaching children “to be
thinkers, and not mere
reflectors of other men’s
thought.” (Education,

p. 17) The traditional
approach to education
in America is based on
the industrial age where
every child is taught the
same way and is expected to produce the same
results. This new school
will adapt methods of
instruction to the various needs and temperaments of each child.

Florida Hospital leaders, Florida Conference administrators, and other dignitaries take the first shovelful of dirt for
21st-century learning in the Tampa Bay area.

Jason Newmyer, Tampa Adventist Academy Board Chairman, describes one of the
school buildings that will promote active learning on the new site.
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2. Teachers will encourage
innovation and entrepreneurial thinking. This
school will be a pacesetter
for teaching critical thinking skills, and young people will be taught to think
creatively, solve problems,
and explore possibilities.
They will have a role in
creating their learning
projects. Students in this

Frank Runnels, Florida Conference Vice President for
Education, casts the vision for the new school.

Dale Meryman, CEO of Meryman Environmental, Inc., explains the physical planning
for the wetlands, including nature trails, bird-watching areas, and animal habitats.

Celebration
and children will be encouraged to embrace an
abundant life in Jesus.
4. This new school will be
a missionary enterprise.
While continuing to
be an Adventist school
in every way, staffed by
Adventist educators and
administrators and with
an Adventist curriculum,
it will also be open to

children from within the
community. I believe it
will become known in the
Tampa area as a life-giving
resource—a bright light
for children and families.

The school is becoming
a reality because a spirit of
innovation has captured
the Florida Conference
Office of Education. In-

novation is a skill more
vital than ever. A quote of
uncertain origin suggests,
“If you always do what you
always did, you will always
get what you always got.”
I am grateful that our
leaders are embracing new
ways of thinking and doing
in order to fulfill our timeless mission and hold to our
enduring values.

PHOTOS: LEE BENNETT

kind of environment are
happier and more successful academically, as
well as in life in general.
3. The program will embrace
wholeness as a value. It
will be sensitive to the
development of the whole
person in a more substantial way—mind, body,
and spirit. Life management skills will be taught,

Isaac Williams, lead architect from Fielding Nair International, shares the vision of the new
school’s site and floor plan with the guests.

Mike Cauley, Florida Conference President, shares the journey that led to the
development of the project.

Storm Clouds Divide Around Bushnell
Clearing Path for Evangelism
BY DAN FORBES

n September 3, Bushnell Church
Omissional
witnessed the miracle of intentional
evangelism at its best.
Weeks earlier, Pastor Dan Forbes
met with the church board to help cast
a vision by listening to the members
speak of their hopes and desires for the
future of the 17-member church and its
involvement in evangelism. One central
thought in the meeting was established,
“If we keep doing the same thing and
hope for different results, we are going
to be disappointed with the outcome.”
Forbes suggested outreach possibilities available to the church. He presented a challenge to do something different
with a more missional approach. After
noticing a number of motorcycle enthusiasts in the community, he suggested a
Motorcycle Sabbath with a charity ride
named, A Little Bit of Hog Heaven.
Members, not sure what was involved, reluctantly agreed. Plans were
laid, and everyone got involved from
preparing the gifts to be shared, planning and funding the fellowship dinner,
seating, creating advertisement flyers,
spreading the word by mouth to the
community, inviting special guests,
and notifying the local newspaper.
Word began to get around town and
piqued an interest in the community.
Members became energized doing
something different for God. Prayers
began going up to Him to bless the day.
Everything was in place until the
later part of the week when forecasts
showed Hurricane Hermine would
pass through Florida on Friday. On
Sabbath morning, the weather did
not look good as final remnants
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of the storm came directly up Interstate 75 through Bushnell.
Members were tracking the storm
with phone apps as bikers began arriving from around Florida. The
program began with hopes that God
would take control of the day. People
continued to arrive throughout the
morning worship until there was a full
house that later surpassed the seating capacity of the fellowship hall.
What truly strengthened the
members’ faith happened after the
service when weather maps showed
the storm miraculously divided on either side of Bushnell. After the storm
passed the area, the clouds rejoined
to continue traveling up the state.
The charity ride went on as
planned in the afternoon on virtually dry ground, and the church was
able to raise $300 for a well-known
and much loved community facility for the disabled. A well-attended
gospel concert was held in the afternoon featuring Calvary’s Light, a
music group from the Orlando area.
The local newspaper editor came
to take pictures for a follow-up story
to his pre-event announcement article
and stayed for most of the day. Also
in attendance was one of the teachers, a board member, and 20 residents
from the local agency for the disabled.
Church members met new friends
in their town while the newspaper editor and agency leaders made commitments to assist and advertise future
programming. A commitment that
would otherwise have taken years to
accomplish happened in a single day.

The remnants of Hurricane Hermine parted around the
Bushnell area to give perfect weather for the church’s
outreach evangelism Sabbath.
One visitor who attended the event
told the pastor he enjoyed the program
so much, he decided that Bushnell
Church was now going to be his home
church. He has since been faithful
in his attendance, shown a desire to
become involved, and is also bringing another visitor with him as he
spreads the word and helps distribute
literature about the blessing that is in
store for God’s children who attend
services at the Adventist church.
God truly worked miracles for the
members of Bushnell Church when
they decided to try something different
and make a commitment to become
involved in intentional missional evangelism. Their idea of what evangelism
really encompasses and the possibilities for the church in the community
where they worship were truly changed.
When asked what she thought about
the church having a motorcycle event
called A Little Bit of Hog Heaven,”
Debbie Greek, church treasurer, answered, “It was awesome! We want
to do it again next year.” Many more
intentional evangelistic events are in
the planning stages for this church.

QUINLAN LEACH

Ocala Church Provides Friendly Radio Voice

WRGE radio staff gather at the microphone from left:
Jeff Borger, program director; Emmanuel Mieses, staff
announcer; and Jack Copeland, program participant.
BY JEFF BORGER

Church radio station WRGE
Owentcala
97.9: “The Refuge, God Eternal,”
on the air in late 2015 with a goal
of using programming created by members to give it a local presence.
“The station’s launch garnered
front page coverage in the Ocala
Star-Banner,” says Jeff Borger, program director. “The paper called us ‘a

friendly voice in Ocala.’ God worked
a miracle in the story highlighting our
radio station, history of Ocala Church,
and Seventh-day Adventist beliefs.”
Local programming has allowed
community involvement. A city-wide
sunrise Easter service was aired. A
week-long series about hospice care led
to the station being highlighted in the
Hospice of Marion County newsletter.
In addition to sermons by Ocala
Pastor Monte Robison, listeners hear
members including personal ministries leader Emmanuel Mieses, a staff
announcer; church secretary Margie
Orem as “Margie the Weather Lady;”
Kelsey Golden and the church’s men’s
quartet singing jingles; dietician
Cheryl Rilea’s “Abundant Health Minute;” and Jack Copeland’s story segment, “It’s Not the End of the World,
but You Can See It from Here.”
Other Ocala members read favorite
Bible passages on “Ocala Reads the Bible.” Still others are involved behind the
scenes such as Shadai Perez who developed the station web page, WRGE.org.

Area churches contribute to the programming: Pastor Scott Moore from
Lady Lake is heard regularly; Patricia
McEachrane-Gross, M.D., from Ocala’s
Crossroads Mission Group hosts Christian health talks; and Crossroads’ lay
pastor, Mike Goetz, contributes scripts
for “Message from the Crossroads.”
Borger says WRGE raises awareness
of Adventists. “Our segment, ‘Ocala
Reads the Bible,’ brings people to our
studio who have never even heard of
Adventists, let alone set foot in an Adventist church. We’ve been able to promote church programs to neighbors.”
Music is also featured on WRGE.
Borger feels someone who may never
tune in for a sermon will listen to
a musical message. “Preconceived
notions about Adventists are broken
down with songs about the Trinity,
Jesus, or the Sabbath,” he says.
WRGE covers a radius of three to five
miles from Ocala Church. Members
recently funded a postcard mailing to
several thousand homes in the coverage
area, inviting them to tune in.

Featured Speakers
23400 NW 212 Ave.,
High Springs, FL 32643
Online registration open now
for accommodations and meals:
Dave Smith
President
Southern Adventist University

Dana Edmond
Associate Pastor
Hillcrest Church, Nashville, Tenn.

Mike Cauley
President, Florida Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists

floridaconference.com/campmeeting
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Sunday, January 15
8:30-9:00 am
Daytona Beach Church
9:30-10:00 am
New Smyrna Beach Church
11:00-11:30 am
Titusville Church
2:30-3:00 pm
Pompano Beach Church
3:45-4:15 pm
Ambassador Church
4:45-5:15 pm
Sunrise Church
5:45-6:15 pm
Plantation Church
6:45-7:15 pm
Mount Olivet Church

Sunday, February 5
8:30-9:00 am
Winter Haven Church
10:00-10:30 am Avon Park Church
11:30 am-noon
Arcadia Church
1:00-1:30 pm
Cape Coral Church
2:00-2:30 pm
Fort Myers Church
3:00-3:45 pm
Lehigh Acres Church
5:15-5:45 pm
Naples Church

Saturday, February 18
Tentative/TBA
Keys Camp Meeting at Scout Key

Sunday, January 22
8:30-9:00 am
East Pasco Church
10:00-10:30 am Brooksville Church
11:30 am-noon
Homosassa Church
1:00-1:30 pm
Spring Hill Church
2:30-3:00 pm
New Port Richey Church
4:00-4:30 pm
Clearwater Church
5:30-6:00 pm
Saint Petersburg Church

Sunday, February 12
8:30-9:15 am
Palm Coast Church
10:15-10:45 am
Palatka Church
11:45 am-12:15 pm Saint Augustine Church
1:15-1:45 pm
Orange Cove Church
2:15-2:45 pm
Jacksonville First Church
3:15-3:45 pm
Jacksonville Ephesus Church
4:15-4:45 pm
Jacksonville Southpoint Church

Sunday, February 26
9:00-9:30 am
Tampa First Church
10:30-11:00 am Brandon Church
12:00-12:30 pm West Coast Christian Academy
1:30-2:00 pm
Sarasota Church
3:15-3:45 pm
North Port Church
4:15-4:45 pm
Port Charlotte Church

Sunday, February 19
Tentative/TBA
Homestead Church

Coming Events
A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/events/
Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

A Better Choice / Adventist Book Center. Altamonte Springs:
national toll-free number, (877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222).
Miami: (305) 805‑9900. High Springs: (386) 454‑7956.
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or
order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule. The old, faithful bookmobile
vehicle has been retired. Until further notice, a van will make preordered deliveries only. Orders must be made by phone or e-mail
before noon Thursday prior to Sunday delivery. See delivery schedule
on page 10.

January 2017– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

North Area Adventurer Zone B, 2K Color Run. Jan. 19. Tampa Adventist
Academy, 3205 North Blvd., Tampa. Cost: $15. Details and registration:
floridaconference.com/events/north-area-adventurer-zone-b
Health Symposium. Jan. 24, 2:00-7:00 p.m. Clearwater Church, 1445
Lakeview Dr. Clearwater, collaborating with Palm Harbor Church.
Theme: Chronic Disease is a Lifestyle? Guest speakers: Evelisse Capo,
owner of Food Pharmacy; Nelson Campbell, producer of PlantPure
Nation; Hans Diehl, founder of Complete Health Improvement Program (CHIP). Cost: $30, including a whole food plant-based dinner.
Restore: A Conference on Mission. Jan. 30-31. Forest City Spanish
Church, 7601 Forest City Road, Orlando. A conference for church pastors, elders, and ministry leaders supporting transformation for mission. Featured speakers: Ed Stetzer, Michael Frost. Cost: $150 or $99
before December 31. Details and registration: restorethemission.com

February 2017––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rates: $31.00–$236.75 depending on accommodation & meal choice.
kulaqua.com/2017-sda-mens-retreat-at-kulaqua-retreat-and-conference-center

Women’s Ministries Retreats. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 212 Ave., High
Springs. Theme: In My Sister’s Shoes. Additional information: see left.
Feb. 3-5. English-language. Featured speaker: Marti Jones.
Feb. 10-12. English-language. Featured speaker: Carolann De Leon.
Feb. 17-19. Spanish-language. Featured speaker: Carolann De Leon.
Florida Keys Camp Meeting. Feb. 17-19. Camp Sawyer, 33990 Overseas
Highway, Big Pine Key. Located on Scout Key at MM34. Theme: Fill
My Cup, Lord! Guest speaker: Jeremy Arnall. Musicians: Michael
Harris, Laura Saladino. Program will be live broadcast at whnj.org.
Details: prayingks@gmail.com or (305) 743-4796.
Amazing Facts Evangelistic Series. Feb. 17-25, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Spring
Meadows Church, 5783 N. Ronald Reagan Blvd., Sanford. Theme: to
be announced. Speaker: Doug Batchelor, presenting a brand-new
live broadcast series. Details: skollenberg@amazingfacts.org or
(916) 209-7228.

March 2017– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Men’s Ministries Convention. Mar. 10-12. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW
212 Ave., High Springs. Theme: Boots On the Ground. Featured speakers: Frank Gonzalez, Robert Hines, Newton Hoilette, Gervon Marsh.
Additional information: see left.
North Area Adventurer Fun Days. Theme: Healthy Living Through
Nature. Cost: Adventurers, $10 online or $12 on site; adults, no charge.
Check in begins 9:00 a.m.
Mar. 19, Zone A. Gainesville Spanish Church, 12909 NW 39th Ave.,
Gainesville. Registration: conta.cc/2eQid0B
Apr. 9, Zone B, Tampa First Church, 822 W. Linebaugh Ave., Tampa.
Registration: conta.cc/2eQjOU3

April 2017– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

123rd Annual Florida Camp Meeting. Apr. 20-23. Camp Kulaqua,
23400 NW 212 Ave., High Springs. Theme: Filled With His Spirit.
Featured speakers: Dave Smith, Dana Edmond, Mike Cauley.
Cost: varies depending on meals and accommodation choice.
Details: floridaconference.com/campmeeting
Campestre Hispano. Apr. 28-30. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 212
Ave., High Springs. Guest speakers: to be announced. Cost: varies depending on meals and accommodation choice. Details:
floridaconference.com/campestre
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Youth Taking
On the World
For Christ

High School Friendship
Leads to Baptism

on August 27 by Pastor/
Evangelist Bill Waters.
This story began more
than two years ago when
Nick was a junior in high
school. One day, as he looked
at a group of students, a
young lady stood out above
all the rest. She was different.
There was something about
her that led Nick to want to
find out more.
Krystal Velez did have
something different in her
life. After helping Bill and
Sunshine Waters with an
evangelistic series, even
portraying a bride in the

runaway bride sermon,
Krystal’s life was changed.
“Throughout the Bible
Prophecy presentation,” says
Krystal, “I learned more
than ever before, and it was
made interesting.” At the
close of the series, she joined
her sisters in baptism.
Krystal began seeking
ways to share her faith
with friends. She invited
them to movie nights at
the church and her home.
At some point, she began
to share DVDs of Waters’
meetings with Nick.
“I just kept watching
those DVDs,” said Nick.
“Pastor Bill was kind of,
like, glowing, and I was

Pastor/Evangelist Bill Waters, right,
baptized Nick Meeks August 27
at Brooksville Church.

SUNSHINE WATERS

ursing student Nicholas
N
“Nick” Meeks, was baptized at Brooksville Church

KRYSTAL VELEZ

BY GLADYS NEIGEL

Nick Meeks, left, met Krystal Velez
while in high school, and she shared Bill
Waters’ Bible Prophecy DVDs with him.
impressed.” Nick loved
Jesus and wanted the kind
pastor he had learned
from to baptize him.

The same DVDs that
Krystal shared with
Nick are available from
YourBibleMadeSimple.com

