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BY MIKE CAULEY, D.MIN.  
FLORIDA CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

In November, Forest 
Lake Church hosted 

Pack the Forest, an 
event where the con-
gregation and friends 
gathered to pack food 
for people in need.

One dad worked 
hard to have his 
15-year-old son ac-
company him. The 
teenager just didn’t 
want to go to another 
church event and com-
plained all the way. 
But, as the volunteers 
assembled and food 
was packaged to pro-
vide a blessing to fam-
ilies with big needs, 
the young man’s 

demeanor changed. 
At the conclusion, he 
said, “That was fun! 
When are we going 
to do this again?”

Serving people is 
powerful. It blesses the 
ones who serve in sur-
prising ways and, of 
course, it blesses those 
who are recipients.

The summer be-
tween my seventh- 
and eighth-grade 
years at public school 
in Jacksonville, my 
mother was helping 
to prepare food for a 
Field School of Evan-
gelism at Jacksonville 
First Church. It was 
the 1960s. I was a 
bashful kid and did 
not know other young 
people in the church. 
The Field School 
students had been in 
class all morning and 
were enjoying letting 
off steam. Some were 
playing ping-pong. 
Others were shooting 
baskets. But one of the 
Southern Missionary 
College students took 
time to talk to me. 
He asked about my 

young life. He encour-
aged me to read the 
Bible. Afterward, he 
spoke to my mother 
and encouraged her 
to get me involved 
in church events and 
send me to the lo-
cal church school.

He didn’t have to 
do that. He could have 
just have occupied 
himself in the same 
way as other students. 
But he took an inter-
est and genuinely 
showed that he cared.

Noticing people, lis-
tening to their stories, 
taking an interest in 
them, and looking for 
ways to be a blessing, 
is both simple and yet 
very powerful. It has 
potential to release a 
transformative influ-
ence upon people, and 
it is not complicated. It 
just takes intentional-
ity. It remains one of 
the most effective ways 
to reach hearts today.

As the world con-
tinues to be more 
complex, as technol-
ogy allows us to do 
more tasks that do 

not require engage-
ment with people, 
hearts seem more in 
need of acts of love 

and understanding. 
How will you become 
intentionally involved 
in service in 2016? 
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Serving iS Powerful—How will You Serve in 2016?

Dragging his feet all the way to a food packing event for the hun-
gry, one young man found such delight in service that he said to his 
parents, “That was fun! When are we going to do this again?”
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relational witneSSing in tHe workPlace
BY CONNIE KORCSMAROS

I look for opportuni-
ties to witness at my 

workplace whenever 
I can, but I pray for 
the chance to wit-
ness to more people.

Recently, a girl who 
works in our ship-
ping warehouse in 
California was train-
ing what she called a 
“know-it-all” and was 
just having a miser-
able day. So, I e-mailed 

her that I was sorry 
that she was having 
a bad day and sent 
her a cute picture 
of a kitten. Then, I 
sent her another pic-
ture of a mad kitten 
that was still cute.

She replied to me 
and said, “Exactly how 
I feel! I’m still trying 
to maintain—and 
it’s not working!!”

So, the Holy Spirit 
impressed me to 

send her an e-mail 
that said, “Jesus loves 
you!” She wrote back, 
“What? You must be 
reading my thoughts. 
I had just prayed 
for guidance.” 
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Connie Korcsmaros witnesses in her workplace whenever she can.
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BY GLADYS NEIGEL

“People call me 
the bike man,” 

says Russ Durham of 
Longwood, “because 
they bring me the 
worst-looking piece 
of junk frame that’s 
missing a lot of parts. 
We can transform 
it and make it into 
something useful, so 
they can ride away.”

Thus began a 
three-minute video 
from Florida Hospi-
tal’s annual celebra-
tion of Thanksgiving 
which acknowledged 
Durham for his hu-
manitarian work.

For more than eight 
years, Durham, a full-
time music teacher at 
Forest Lake Education 
Center in Longwood, 
has given new life to 
worn out and broken 
down bicycles. After 
completely refurbish-
ing them, he gives 
the bikes to men at 
Central Florida Coali-
tion for the Home-
less in Orlando.

Getting to a job 
is very difficult for a 
homeless person, be-
cause even monthly 
bus fare is expensive. 
“If it wasn’t for Mr. 
Russ, the bike man, I 
wouldn’t have had a 
bike,” says Jesse, “and 
I really thank him for 
that.” When Durham 
first met Jesse, he 
was sleeping on an 
old mat on a hard 
concrete floor at the 
shelter. Now, he not 
only has a job, but has 
his own apartment.

Durham also 
started a repair day 
at the shelter once 
each quarter which 

rapidly grew with a 
need for five or six 
good repairmen and 
their assistants to help 
him. Two area pas-
tors, Ron Torkleson of 
Markham Woods and 
Delwin Finch of Forest 
Lake, regularly bring 
their tools and bike 
stands to join in mak-
ing repairs.

The repairmen use 
speed wrenches in 
their work as “every 
second counts,” says 
Durham, “when there 
are 50 guys in line 
waiting to get their 
bikes fixed. Some of 
them are there wait-
ing all day. Most of 
them are very patient, 
and they’re so grate-
ful that somebody’s 
doing this for free.”

On the very first 
repair day, a man 
showed up with a flat 
front tire. Since he 
didn’t have the money 
to buy a tube for the 
tire, he had impro-
vised. With string and 
old rags, he tried to tie 
the tire to the rim.

“This is kind of like 
when we try to work 
out our own salva-
tion,” says Durham. 
“Jesus said ‘our righ-
teousness is like filthy 
rags.’ We have only 
the blood of Jesus that 
can cleanse, and only 
the blood of Jesus can 
lead and renew.”

Improvisation be-
comes a way of life to a 
homeless person. Most 
of the bikes needing 
repair have unsafe 
brakes. Each bike is 
restored with a brand-
new brake package to 
prevent accidents.

“It is a unique min-
istry,” says Durham. 
“For every bike I fix, 
there is someone 
else who needs one. 
I just get a lot of joy 
out of helping people 
and filling a need. 
Seeing the smile on 

their faces is reward 
enough for me.” 

“We are thrilled that 
this distinctive service 
can be offered to the 
clients staying in our 
Men’s Pavilion and 
hope that Russell’s 

story of tune-ups for 
a cause will inspire 
our community to 
discover how they can 
use their own area 
of interest to serve 
others.” —Coalition 
for the Homeless of 
Central Florida

Russ “The Bike Man” Durham shows the “shoe-
string budget” ingenuity of a homeless man who 
couldn’t afford new tubes for his bicycle tire.

Durham endeavors to replace haphazard repairs 
with new parts to make bicycles owned by 
homeless people as safe as possible.

Neighbor Rowland Kenna, left, assists with bike repairs in Russ’ home shop which includes bins of 
clearly labeled bicycle parts.

PH
OT

OS
: L

EE
 B

EN
NE

TT

tHe Bike Man receiveS JoY in Serving otHerS
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growing tHrougH tHe goSPel of Serving

BY MARTIN BUTLER WITH CHARLES AND TERRI McENDREE

Less than two months 
after the January 

12, 2010, earthquake 
in Haiti, Charles and 
Terri McEndree sat 
in David Canther’s 
seminar, Growing 
Through the Gospel 
of Serving, at Florida 
Camp Meeting. When 
Canther, president 
of GR3 Inc. (Global 
Rescue, Relief, and 
Resilience), appealed 
for help in Haiti, Terri 
and Charles, members 
of East Pasco Church 
in Zephyrhills, volun-
teered. That morning 
of March 6 at Camp 
Kulaqua, their lives 
were changed forever!

Traveling to 
Port-au-Prince, 
Terri, a physician, and 
Charles, a hospital 
operations director, 
found the poorest 
country in the West-
ern Hemisphere in 
devastation and began 
a journey of faith to 
help where they could. 
While attending to 
physical needs of the 
people, their hearts 
were especially drawn 
to orphaned children 

whose parents were 
among those killed 
by the magnitude 7.0 
earthquake. Focused 
on helping these chil-
dren, they determined 
to start an orphanage 
on the island country.

Adding this project 
to their already hectic 
lives, they experienced 
a series of miracles in 
the process of making 
preparations to open 
the orphanage. The 
biggest was financial. 
After finding a house 
to rent, they needed 
$5,000 to secure the 
property. Lacking the 
money, they prayed 
about it and decided as 
a family to charge this 
amount on a personal 
credit card.

With the orphanage 
facility secured, they 
started the process of 
finding children for 
their new home when 
Terri received a let-
ter in the mail. With 
a flashback to early 
2000, Terri saw herself 
attending a medical 
residency in Califor-
nia. Quickly scanning 
the letter, she learned 

the program had with-
held too much FICA 
tax and she would 
receive a refund of 
$5,100. At that mo-
ment, the McEndrees 
knew that the Lord 
saw their need for the 
money 14 years earlier 
and set it aside to start 
this orphanage!

In February 2013, 
their dream became 
reality when a loving 
home was opened to 
nearly a dozen of the 
one million orphaned 
and abandoned chil-
dren in Haiti. With 
God’s steady hand 
of leadership, their 
ministry to help chil-
dren has flourished. 
Through appear-
ances on Three Angels 
Broadcasting Network, 
they have shared their 
mission across the 
United States and 
around the world. All 
donations received as 
a result of telling their 
story go directly to the 
orphanage with no 
overhead expenses.

Knowing the or-
phanage is supported 
by funds from the 

United States, a group 
of men came to the 
door on February 
26, 2015, demanding 
money. Threatening 
the lives of the 11 chil-
dren and five adults 
present at the time, 
they showed a gun to 
prove they could do 
what they said they 
would. That night, 
Marc, the administra-
tor, moved everyone 
to a safe house not far 
away. Hearing of the 
traumatic situation 
that was taking place, 
the McEndrees prayed 
for their protection.

Within two weeks, 
God provided a new 
home and the means 
to move the orphanage 
to a safe place in the 
mountains. This new 
home is much more 
comfortable, is located 
at a higher and cooler 

elevation, includes 
enough property for a 
garden, and has a yard 
in which the children 
can play.

As a result of this 
experience, Charles 
testifies, “When the 
enemy confronts 
you, step out in faith. 
God knows what He 
is doing, so listen 
to His leading, and 
everything will be 
better on the other 
side of the fire.” 

More information:
www.ReliefForKidsInHaiti.org

These children, orphaned during the 2010 earthquake in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, are secure and loved in a mountain home founded by 
Terri and Charles McEndree.

Terri and Charles McEndree with 
Mivlor, one of the children living 
in the orphanage.
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volunteerS act on JeSuS’ coMMand to “feed MY SHeeP”
“If you extend your soul to the hungry 

And satisfy the afflicted soul, 
Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, 
And your darkness shall be as the noonday.” 

—Isaiah 58:10 (NKJV)

BY GLADYS NEIGEL

The number of people 
in America with 

food insecurity has in-
creased tremendously. 
Here in Florida, there 
are more than three 
million food-insecure 
people according to 
statistics from Feeding 
America. Of this num-
ber, more than one 
million are children

Throughout Florida 
Conference, churches 
and individuals are ex-
tending a helping hand 
to those less fortunate 
in their communities. 
In the Tampa Bay area, 
families have come to 
rely on the annual dis-
tribution of traditional 
food items for their 
Thanksgiving meals. 
In North Florida, 
16,000 meals were 
packed for needy, low-
income families. In 
Central Florida, 63,648 
meals were packaged 
by 400 volunteers. 

taMPa BaY area
Spearheaded by 

Moses Brown and his 
team of volunteers 
from Feed Our Chil-
dren Ministries, fami-
lies were served at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Center in Plant City, 
Florida, and Williams 
Park in Tampa dur-
ing the week before 
Thanksgiving.

The ministry’s em-
phasis is on children, 
but this particular 
program provided 
a hot meal and tra-
ditional food items 
for 1,882 people of 
all ages. Families 
enjoyed live music, 
games, drawings for 
children to win bi-
cycles, and a spoken 
word of encourage-
ment uplifting the 
power of Jesus Christ.

Ministering Ad-
ventist churches from 
both Florida and 

Southeastern Confer-
ences included Em-
manuel (Tampa) and 
Plant City Churches 
at the Plant City 
event, and Mount 
Calvary (Tampa) and 
All Nations (St. Pe-
tersburg) Churches 
at the Tampa event.

—JOHN MILLS AND JAMES JOHNSON

nortH florida
After the food bank 

closed in Northeast 
Florida’s Clay County, 
food pantries strug-
gled to restock shelves. 
Orange Cove Church 
in Orange Park was 
under pressure to find 
food to distribute to 
low-income fami-
lies in their area.

In September, the 
church began raising 
funds and invited the 
community to partici-
pate in a food packing 
event on the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving. 
More than $4,000 was 
raised to pack 16,000 
meals. Members were 
joined by friends and 
family in seven 12-per-
son packing lines.

—ANDRÉ VAN HEERDEN

central florida
Forest Lake Church 

in Apopka held Pack 
the Forest Day in De-
cember to help lessen 
the pain of hunger in 
their community and 
other areas. Even in 
Orlando—the world 

of Mickey Mouse—
there are children 
who depend on lunch 
programs at school to 
ease their hunger, but 
they often go hungry 
on the weekends.

Forest Lake Acade-
my’s gym was bustling 
with 400 volunteers 
packaging 63,648 
meals. Forest Lake 
Church raised $15,000 
to pay for the meals 
according to event 
planner/associate pas-
tor Bernie Anderson.

This is the fourth 
Pack the Forest 
event in which the 
church has partnered 
with Feeding Chil-
dren Everywhere.

—BERNIE ANDERSON

Food items distributed by Feed Our Children Ministries volunteers at 
Williams Park in Tampa helped families have a happy Thanksgiving.

Church members and community invitees teamed together for a food-packing event in Clay County.

Forest Lake Church raised $15,000 to pay for 63,648 meals assembled at Pack the Forest 2015.

PH
OT

O 
CO

UR
TE

SY
 O

F C
LA

Y T
OD

AY
DE

LW
IN

 FI
NC

H

JO
HN

 M
ILL

S

VOL. 31, NO. 4 • AUTUMN/WINTER 2015 • FLORIDA FOCUS • PAGE 5



to Serve or not to Serve?
BY ANDY McDONALD, SENIOR PASTOR, FLORIDA HOSPITAL CHURCH

Serving is at the 
heart of Christ’s vi-

sion for the Church. 
At first, you may ob-
ject, “No, the heart 
of what the Church 
should be about is 
proclaiming truth.” 
There’s no doubt that 
proclaiming truth, 
growing disciples, 
and evangelizing the 
world are all activities 
in which the Church 
must be involved, 
but, at the heart of all 
of this, is serving.

Here’s the thing, 
serving is the work 
Jesus gave us to do, 
and we’d pretty much 
rather do anything 
else! The trouble is, I 
don’t know any way 
around it! I believe 
when we surrender to 
God and serve Him 
through people of our 
world, when we expe-
rience the joy of ser-
vice, it will change our 
hearts and fill our lives 
with true happiness. 
It will give us issues to 
pray for beyond travel-
ing mercies and Aunt 

Sue’s cold. Serving will 
bring us into contact 
with people who will 
ask us hard questions 
to drive us to our Bible 
in search of answers. 
There’s really not 
much, if anything, 
better for soul-devel-
opment than serving.

The religious people 
of Christ’s day rejected 
the cross. They wanted 
a conqueror, a com-
mander who would 
make them conquer-
ors and commanders. 
What they got was a 
cross, because Jesus 
came to shift the para-
digm—to change the 
way we see the world. 
In Matthew 20, we 
have the story of James 
and John asking for 
commander status. 
They wanted the two 
top seats in the new 
coming kingdom. 
They wanted to have 
servants. They wanted 
to say, “Jump,” and 
have people respond 
with, “How high?”

It must have been 
a bit discouraging for 

Jesus when they hadn’t 
caught His vision. 
Every day, Jesus lived 
it. Every day, He dem-
onstrated it. The fact 
that He hung out with 
those 12 guys was a 
living picture. He said 
to James, John, and 
the other 10 disciples, 
“Whoever wants to 
become great among 
you must be your 
servant.” And then 
the real kicker—the 
game changer, “The 
Son of man did not 
come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give 
His life as a ransom 
for many.” Great-
ness is love that evi-
dences itself through 
sacrificial service.

The night before 
the crucifixion, He 
washed their feet and 
said, “I am among you 
as one who serves. As 
I have done for you 
do for one another.” 
In his prayer recorded 
in John 17:18, He 
says to His Father, 
“As you sent me into 
the world, I have sent 
them into the world.”

Jesus was sent to 
serve, not to be served. 
Jesus was sent to lay 
down His life as a 
ransom for many, and 
He says that’s exactly 
the purpose and the 
commission with 
which He sends us 
into the world. Great-
ness is love that evi-

dences itself through 
sacrificial service.

To everyone who 
becomes a partaker 
of His grace, the 
Lord appoints a work 
for others. (Ministry 
of Healing, p. 148)

Recently, Florida 
Hospital Church ad-
opted Vision 2018: 
“We will be a church 
without walls, fully 
engaged in serving the 
people of our com-
munity.” This is a 
vision that invites us 
to greatness because 
greatness is found 
in serving others. It 
is when we are serv-
ing others that we are 
most like Jesus.

Families worked together to clear away overgrown plants and 
debris at Hidden Cypress Hollow, a nonprofit ecology camp on Little 
Wekiva River in Longwood.

Volunteers sorted and boxed soap and bottled amenities at a soap drive event for Clean the World, an  
organization that collects and recycles soap and hygiene products which are discarded by hospitality  
and other industries and distributed to impoverished people.

—continued on page 12

Florida Hospital Church children’s choir members shared Christmas songs and smiles with residents at 
Florida Living Nursing Home in Apopka.
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PaStor’S call to Service Began at a Heritage SingerS concert
BY DAN FORBES

Editor’s Note: Dan Forbes pastors South Orlando 
and Emmanuel Churches, holds an Ed.D in coun-
seling psychology, hosts the weekly “Families By 
Design” radio program, serves on the board of a 
community nonprofit that shelters abused women 
and children, and is a spokesperson and advocate 
for people in tough circumstances. Without a doubt, 
Dan’s life of blessing the church and community 
started at a Heritage Singers concert!

Dan Forbes, right, was a 
member of Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy’s 1972–1973 
Reachout Singers.

In the summer of 
1971, a newly formed 

music group went on 
the road, enthusiasti-
cally inviting listeners 
to “come along with 
the Heritage Singers.” 
After more than 7,000 
concerts in 65 coun-
tries, nearly 300 mem-
bers passing through 
its ranks, 200 televi-
sion programs, and 
100 albums, the Heri-
tage Singers are sched-
uled to make one stop 
in Florida on their 
45th-anniversary tour.

I am among those 
looking forward to 
their March 5 con-
cert, sponsored by 
Florida Hospital, in 
the new 1,200-seat 
Spring Meadows 
Church sanctuary. 

Let me share how 
attending a Heritage 
Singers concert in 
1972 changed my life:

I was a junior in 
high school, living in 
Savannah, Georgia, 
when my recently 
baptized mom came 
home from church 
one Sabbath, telling 
the family about a new 
singing group that was 
coming to present a 
concert. Knowing of 
my interest in music, 
she hoped I would ac-
cept her invitation to 
attend, which I did.

I was so moved by 
the testimonies, beau-
tiful melodies, and 
rich harmonies, a de-
sire was sparked in me 
to have a love for God 
that I could share. Oh, 
how I wanted to sing 
and play the piano in a 
way I heard that night.

After the concert, 
a church member 
purchased several 
albums and brought 
them to our house, 
hoping they would be 
a witness to my dad, 
two older brothers, 
and me, because we 
were not baptized. I 
played those records 
for hours, listening 

to the lyrics with my 
ear close to the hi-fi 
speaker while writing 
the words down so I 
could sing along.

That spring, an 
evangelistic series was 
held in a nearby public 
school auditorium, 
and I was baptized. 
Encouraged by the 
evangelist, church 
members, and my 
family, I headed to 
Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy in Calhoun, 
Georgia, that fall 
for my senior year. 
With memories of 
the Heritage Singers 
concert fresh in my 
mind, I auditioned 
for a position in the 
school’s singing/
witnessing group.

That year, members 
were chosen, in part, 
by a letter they wrote 

telling why they want-
ed to be in the group. I 
poured out my heart’s 
desire with everything 
I had. What I lacked in 
musical skill, I made 
up in words and en-
thusiasm. Just to be on 
the safe side, I signed 
up for weekly voice 
lessons. As God would 
have it, I was invited to 
join the group!

I’m so grateful I 
had that opportunity 
to sing for Jesus, learn 
lessons about people 
and life, speak in front 
of audiences large and 
small, and be a part 
of impacting people’s 
hearts just like the 
Heritage Singers had 
touched mine.

These experiences 
helped me decide to 
attend Southern Mis-

sionary College (now 
Southern Adventist 
University) and study 
theology. There, I 
joined a witnessing/
music group, contin-
ued voice lessons, and 
picked up again on 
piano lessons I had 
started as a child. I 
learned to play the 
piano by ear and 
purchased a restored 
grand piano for my 
first apartment after I 
entered the ministry.

To say the least, my 
admiration for the 
Heritage Singers has 
been long standing. 
I’m excited they are 
coming to Orlando, 
and I pray, by God’s 
grace, their concert 
will impact many lives 
for the Kingdom. 

The Heritage Singers’ 45th-anniversary tour includes a Florida Hospital-sponsored 
concert on Saturday, March 5, 6:00 p.m., at Spring Meadows Church,  
5783 North Ronald Reagan Blvd., Sanford.
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tHe Power of cHriStian fellowSHiP
BY CHINESE PIONEER MISSIONARIES AND AUDREY FOLKENBERG

As pioneer missionaries, 
my partner and I vis-

ited an elderly lady named 
Aunt Lee (name changed for 
her protection) and her hus-
band in their home. Her 
husband’s health is poor, 
so Aunt Lee—old as she 
is—works on a farm every 

day. She only earns a small 
amount of money from her 
crops, and it goes to pay for 
her husband’s medicine.

We introduced Aunt Lee 
to our church where our 
Christian brothers and sis-
ters immediately welcomed 
her. They were sympathetic 
and decided to help the 
couple. Some of our church 
members are farmers, so 
they decided to give them 
produce from their farms 
and help in different ways.

After sharing Bible stories 
with Aunt Lee, she has come 
to believe that Jesus is the 
real God. Christianity is now 
meaningful to her! Under 
the loving care of our church 

members, Aunt Lee’s hus-
band is regaining his health.

Now, both Aunt Lee and 
her husband worship in our 
church every Sabbath. This 
quarter, Aunt Lee decided 
to officially join our church 
through baptism along with 
five others. Praise the Lord!

We are giving Bible stud-
ies to 25 
people 
per week. 
Because 
our fel-
lowship of 
roughly 40 
members 
has out-
grown our 
old meet-

ing place, we have now 
moved to a much larger 
space that we rent for about 
¥5,000 (US$790) per year. 
Church members have gra-
ciously volunteered to buy 
some plastic chairs for the 
church, and we used a spe-
cial offering to purchase 
some electric fans. 

Back-2-ScHool PrograM iMPactS coMMunitY
BY SONYA FERDINAND

For the past eight 
years, First Church 

of West Palm Beach, 
with the assistance 
of its sister Spanish 
congregation and 
many volunteers, 
have hosted a Back-
2-School Program 
through which hun-
dreds of families 
in the community 
receive assistance.

When the church 
doors opened at the 
most recent event, 
a line of people was 
guided into the sanc-
tuary for a 30-minute 
devotional by Pastor 
Stephen Stewart. Soon 
after, information 
about the many free 
services was presented:

• School Physicals
• Backpacks
• School Supplies
• Eye Screenings
• Hearing Screenings
• Haircuts
• Community 

Resources via 
social worker

Volunteers included 
various disciplines of 
health care profession-
als, prayer warriors, 
registrars, barbers, 
and cooks, as well as 
Pathfinders and the 
youth department, 
all of whom rendered 
services that were very 
instrumental to the 
success of the event.

The yearly goal is 
to help every parent to 

prepare their children 
for a successful school 
year. The most recent 
event saw more than 
410 backpacks with 
school supplies dis-
tributed. Four days lat-
er, free immunizations 
and dental screenings 
were also offered to 
the community.

The utmost benefit 
is the fact that Christ’s 
love was revealed to 
the community. One 
guest referred to the 
willing volunteers as 
“the ones preaching 
the gospel.” Another 
was so flabbergasted 
by the prayer room 
and by individuals 
who took time to pray 
for each family, that 

she decided 
to join the 
church with 
her children.

With such a great 
need in the West Palm 
Beach community and 
people thirsty for the 
gospel, the church is 
privileged and blessed 
to be an instrument 
used by the Holy Spirit 
to reach out. With the 
mission to make dis-

ciples for Christ, the 
church is fulfilling the 
commission given in 
Matthew 28:19, “Go 
ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name 
of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

Backpacks were among the free items and services available at 
West Palm Beach Church’s Back-2-School program.
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A Chinese pioneer missionary visits with 
“Aunt Lee” who was recently baptized.
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BY MARK SCHIEFER

Involved in church youth 
ministries since the 1980s, 

one of my goals for the youth 
of St. Petersburg and New 
Port Richey Churches was to 
help spread the gospel out-
side this country. I wanted to 
give young people an oppor-
tunity to experience and un-
derstand that they, too, can 
have joy and satisfaction in 
Christ by living simply with-
out having the latest or best 
of things this world offers.

In the late 1990s, I discov-
ered that Florida Conference 
youth ministries sponsored 
annual mission trips to Mex-
ico. Led by former Associate 
Youth Director Sergio Torres, 
young people from St. Pe-
tersburg joined other Florida 
churches in 2003 on their 
first mission trip to Cancún 
on the Yucatan Peninsula.

This past summer, I took 
another group with Sergio to 
Cancún. Even though he now 
works in the Corporate Rela-
tions and Mission Encultura-
tion Department at Adventist 
Health System, he continues 
to partner with Florida Con-
ference in leading a mission 
trip to Mexico every year.

Beautiful beaches and 
large hotels are a delight for 
tourists, but our trips were to 
work in the poorest and most 
needy areas. Some locations 
were without electricity, 
and water came from com-

munal wells. Since that first 
experience, youth from St. 
Petersburg, New Port Richey, 
and other churches have 
been blessed tremendously 
by participating in eight of 
the annual mission trips to 
Cancún. The greatest need 
is for church buildings in 
this area where the Adventist 
denomination is growing 
rapidly amidst a population 
close to one million people.

Building a church is 
a collaborative effort of 
working side by side, shar-
ing meals, and worshiping 
together with our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ. 
Building hurricane-proof 
concrete roofs is hard work. 
Depending on the size of the 
church, two or three roofs 
can be finished in one trip.

Our young people enjoy 
the work and rarely complain 
as they realize they are a part 
of a greater good to accom-
plish a purpose in life. They 
make new friends with the 
people and learn their stories 
of courage and resilience.

The most recent trip, 
summer 2015, included 27 
youth and young adults from 
Hialeah Spanish, New Com-
munity, Vineyard, Apopka, 
and New Port Richey 
Churches. La Antorcha, La 
Mexico, and El Milagro 
Churches were the recipi-
ents of the group’s labor.

El Milagro Church started 
with 12 members in 2003. 
We have been support-
ing them in their build-
ing projects throughout 
the years to make their 
church a center for train-
ing and church planting.

As a result of the mem-
bers’ efforts, six church 
structures have been raised 
with our youth and young 

adults working on five of 
those churches.

Molded after the Florida 
Conference youth mission 
trips, Daniel Surian, Cancún 
lay pastor and president of 
lay ministry for the churches 
in his district, is leading 30–
40 young people to do ser-
vice projects, hold Vacation 
Bible Schools, and help with 
evangelistic meetings. 

Young people enjoy working side by side to build churches that will serve as centers 
for training in Cancún to reach the population of nearly one million.

YoutH learn JoY of Service 
in cancún, Mexico

Youth Taking 
On the World 

For Christ
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Constructing hurricane-proof concrete 
roofs is hard work.

Building a church is a collaborative effort 
with local church members.
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122nd Annual Florida Camp Meeting

Serve the City | Serve PeoPle | Serve the ChurCh

April 7–10, 2016

Featured Speaker

John 
Bradshaw

Speaker/Director,
It Is Written

Morning Devotionals

George 
Brown

Retired President, 
Inter-American 

Division

Sabbath Afternoon

Des 
Cummings
Florida Hospital 

Stories (and Music) 
of Health, Healing, 

and Hope

Sabbath School

Jo Ann 
Davidson

Professor of Theology, 
Andrews University 

Theological 
Seminary

Sabbath Evening

Mike  
Cauley

President, Florida 
Conference of 
Seventh-day 
Adventists

Music Coordinator

Gale  
Murphy

Music Teacher
and

Minister of Music

Registration for meals and accommodations now open:
floridaconference.com/campmeeting23400 NW 212 Ave., High Springs

(386) 454-1351

Men’s Ministries Convention
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A complete calendar is available online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar/

ongoing eventS ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Youth/Pathfinder/Adventurer Events. Call (407) 644‑5000 x2421 or 

visit http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/youth/  
http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/pathfinders/events/  
http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/adventurers/events/

Singles’ Ministries Events and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/childrenandfamily/events/, 
djmiller4000@gmail.com, or (407) 703‑3050.

A Better Choice / Adventist Book Center. Altamonte Springs:  
national toll‑free number, (877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222).  
Miami: (305) 805‑9900. High Springs: (386) 454‑7956.  
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or  
order by e‑mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Feb. 19‑21. Florida Keys Camp Meeting in Marathon.
Feb. 21. Key Largo, Homestead.
Feb. 28. Lauderhill, Plantation, Sunrise.  

(Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
Mar. 6. Silver Spring Shores, Ocala, Cross City, Perry, Tallahassee.
Mar. 7. Belleview, North Lake, Lady Lake, Inverness.
Mar. 13. Cocoa. Fort Pierce, Midport, West Palm Beach First.  

(Southeastern Conference: Palm Bay, Port St. Lucie.)
Mar. 20. Winter Haven. Avon Park, Arcadia, Cape Coral, Fort Myers,  

Lehigh Acres, Naples.
Mar. 21. Port Charlotte, North Port, Sarasota, Bradenton,  

Brandon, Tampa First.
Mar. 27. Palm Coast, Palatka, St. Augustine, Orange Cove,  

Jacksonville First, Jacksonville Southpoint.  
(Southeastern Conference: Jacksonville Ephesus.)

feBruarY 2016 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Keys Camp Meeting. Feb. 19‑21. Camp Sawyer at MM34. 

Theme: Evidence Behind Truth. Speaker: Subodh Pandit. 
Sponsored by Key Largo and Marathon Churches. Details: 
lcsaladino7@gmail.com or (423) 972‑7694.

Catalyst Connect Conference. Feb. 26‑27. Inter‑American Division 
office, 8100 SW 117th Ave., Miami. Friday: 6:00‑9:00 p.m. Sabbath: 
10:00 a.m.‑6:00 p.m. Sponsored by Miami Temple Church. This 
missions and discipleship conference shares practical training to 
obey Jesus’ command to go and make disciples. Adult and kids tracks 
available. Sabbath lunch provided. Speakers: Bonita Shields, General 
Conference Associate Director for Discipleship; Francini Reis, North 
American Division Children’s Ministries Trainer; and Javier Diaz, 
Florida Conference Pastoral Ministries Field Associate. Cost: $20. 
Details and registration: http://www.catalystconnectconference.com/

MarcH 2016 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Heritage Singers 45th Anniversary Concert. Mar. 5. Spring Meadows 

Church, 5783 North Ronald Reagan Blvd., Sanford. 6:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by Florida Hospital. More information, see page 7.

Men’s Ministries Convention. Mar. 18‑20. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 
212 Ave., High Springs. Theme: Race to Win. Featured speakers: 
Everett Brown, Mike Cauley, Claudio Consuegra, John Earnhardt, Noel 
Rose. Online registration: http://www.campkulaqua.com/

aPril 2016 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
122nd Annual Florida Camp Meeting. Apr. 7‑10. Camp Kulaqua, 

23400 NW 212 Ave., High Springs. Theme: Serve the City, Serve 
People, Serve the Church. Featured speaker: John Bradshaw. 
Details and online registration for meals and accommodations: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/

Campestre Hispano. Apr. 15‑17. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 
212 Ave., High Springs. Featured speaker: Elizabeth Talbot. 
Online registration for meals and accommodations: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/

Coming Events

Men’s Ministries Convention

Race
to Win

March 18–20

23400 NW 212 Ave., High Springs
(386) 454-1351

Register Online: campkulaqua.com

Featured Speakers
Everett Brown
Mike Cauley
Claudio Consuegra
John Earnhardt
Noel Rose

cHaritaBle gift annuitieS: 
 a great financial tool
BY PHIL BOND, FLORIDA CONFERENCE DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNED GIVING DIRECTOR

I met Joan several years ago. She and her husband lived in a retirement community 
near Sacramento, California. As I visited with them, it was obvious they were financially 

comfortable and very happy. I went back the next year, though, and so much had changed. 
He had passed away, so her retirement income had been substantially reduced. To 

make matters worse, they were largely relying on the interest from bank 
certificates of deposit (CDs). Those rates were rapidly decreasing, 

and Joan found herself no longer able to afford the lifestyle 
to which she had been accustomed. Sadly, she was 

going to have to make some major changes.

As I left that day, it really struck me how Charitable 
Gift Annuities can be a great financial tool. Unlike 

the volatility you find with the stock market or 
with CDs, the payout of a Charitable Gift Annuity 

never decreases. The concept is very simple: 
in exchange for an irrevocable gift to the 

Church, the Church agrees to pay the donor 
back a certain amount known as the annuity 
payment for the rest of the donor’s life. The 

annuity payment is calculated and fixed 
based on the recipient’s (annuitant’s) age.

Please call Florida Conference Development 
and Planned Giving today to learn more 

about this wonderful estate planning 
tool. (407) 644-5000 x2241. 
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Not just serving, 
but becoming a ser-
vant changes us—the 
way we think and the 
way we live. Steps to 
Christ, page 78, says, 
“…those who are the 
partakers of the grace 
of Christ will be ready 
to make any sacrifice, 
that others for whom 
He died may share the 
heavenly gift. They 
will do all they can to 
make the world better 
for their stay in it.”

You see, we don’t 
serve because we 
are so good or kind-
hearted or generous. 
We serve because Jesus 

loved us, saved us, 
and served us. For us 
now, “The only way to 
grow in grace is to be 
disinterestedly doing 
the very work which 
Christ has enjoined 
upon us—to engage, 
to the extent of our 
ability, in helping and 
blessing those who 
need the help we can 
give them.” (Ibid p. 80.)

At Florida Hospital 
Church, commitment 
to Vision 2018 was 
evidenced in a con-
crete way at the annual 
Meet • Worship • Serve 
Sabbath. The first 
worship service and 

Sabbath Schools were 
completely cancelled 
on November 21. In-
stead, 258 people spent 
the morning engaged 
in service. The group 
returned for one wor-
ship service at noon. 
Most people served in 
the following ways:
• Volunteer 

Advocates for 
Children (VAC)

• College Park Nip & 
Tuck clean up

• Letters to Orlando 
Jr. Academy 
8th Graders

• Clean the World
• Orlando 

Children’s Church
• Christmas 

Behind Bars
• Gardening 

at Its Best

• Refreshment 
Donations

• Hidden Cypress 
Hollow river 
clean up

• Christian Service 
Center clean up

• Raise Human 
Trafficking 
Awareness

• Operation 
Christmas Child

• Visitation of Home-
bound Members

• Children’s Choir 
to Florida Living

God loves us and 
saves us, not because 
of the good things 
we’ve done, but be-
cause of His mercy. 
It is because He has 
forgiven our sins and 
declared us not guilty 

that we are freed up to 
serve. (Titus 3:3–7)

God’s plan for you 
is the same one He had 
for His Son, not to be 
served but to serve and 
to give your life in self-
sacrificing service as a 
ransom for many. 

to Serve or not to Serve?
—continued from page 12

Personal notes are added to Christmas Behind Bars bags filled for 
the inmates of Orange County Jail.

Volunteers from Florida Hospital Church pack Operation Christmas Child boxes of gifts and necessities 
for underprivileged boys and girls in more than 130 countries.

Young people learn to serve at 
Orlando Junior Academy’s Edible 
Schoolyard garden.
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