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ReviveUsAgain

A New

Springtime Revival
by Mike Cauley, Florida Conference President

pring is a time for growth, renewal, and new life.
It is a time to cultivate what is fragile, to nurture
what is new. It is a time for awakening what has lain
dormant, for bringing warmth to latent life encapsulated within a tiny seed. It is a season of preparation
and seed sowing, followed by refreshing summer
rains and harvest.
The work of harvesting is the most glamorous. It is the season when
the rewards of the long arduous days are finally enjoyed. Yet, in order to
have effective reaping, there must be diligent preparation. Evangelism
is a process of continual seed sowing and cultivation, punctuated with
opportunities for reaping.
Churches within Florida Conference have moved away from viewing evangelism as an event that occasionally occurs on the local church
calendar. They are now seeing evangelism as a lifestyle for the local
congregation—a continual process of providing a safe place for people
to come to know Jesus, embrace the Seventh-day Adventist message,
and grow to become disciples who, in turn, share Jesus and the Adventist message with others.
Camp Meetings are an important aspect of this biblical approach
to evangelism. They are occasions when our hearts may be renewed by
biblical preaching, seminars, and training. They are also an opportunity for praise and thanksgiving for the people who have become part
of our Church family.
This year, we are praying for renewal as we prepare for a process of
seed sowing followed by plans for reaping in October and November.
Harvest 2008 will involve many churches holding reaping meetings
this fall around the same time that a NET satellite series (October
24–November 29) will be held at Forest Lake Church with evangelist
Mark Finley and a Spanish-language series (November 1–8) conducted
by Florida Conference Evangelist Rolando de
los Ríos at Miami Central Spanish Church.
These evangelism initiatives will culminate
December 6 with a great celebration at Forest
Lake Academy.
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“Pastors and members
who attended went home
with a new vision of where
God wants them to lead
His church. The seeds of
revival were sown in the
hearts of God’s leaders.”

Direction…Ancient Foundations
Vision Cast At Prayer/Mission Conference

by Stephen Adessa, Florida Conference
Prayer Coordinator, and Rolando de los Ríos,
Florida Conference Evangelist

“T

his year’s prayer and mission
conference was the most inspiring program that I have been a part of
during the past four years,” said Mike
Cauley, Conference president. “The
Lord seemed to bless the hearts of the
people in an extraordinary way. Pastors
and members who attended went
home with a new vision of where
God wants them to lead His
church. The seeds of revival
were sown in the hearts
of God’s leaders.”
The theme:
A New Direction…Ancient
Foundations,
placed emphasis
on the mission of
the church driven
by continuous

prayer. Each meeting began with praise
songs and seasons of prayer followed
by inspirational messages from Roscoe
Howard, executive secretary, North
American Division; and Janet Page,
prayer ministries coordinator, Central
California Conference.
Roscoe Howard used Bible characters
in his presentations such as Peter’s denial of Jesus as an illustration in his message, Running On Empty. “No prayer, no
patience, no power,” said Howard.
In Forever Ruined For the Ordinary,
Janet Page shared how she was converted after her husband became a
conference president and others prayed
for her. In her seminar, Praying For Our
Children, she told how she prayed for
God to send godly women into her sons’
lives, and today both her sons are married to devoted Adventist Christians.
Other seminar presentations were:
• Praying Powerfully For
the Sick—Vicky Coe
• 21st Century Technology and
the Church—Robert Henley
• Evangelism Is About
People—Tim Nichols
• Out of the Box Vision For God’s
Church—Ken Burrill

The Hispanic group of members
and pastors attending the Prayer/Mission Conference heard presentations in
their own language by Pastor Guillermo
Garcia and his wife, Cenia, from
Corona, California. Their messages
emphasized the need to develop a more
effective prayer experience.
Mindful that it’s impossible to successfully face the great challenges of
our Church mission without fervent
prayer, the need was expressed to have
prayer/mission conference gatherings more frequently and to have more
members included. Pastor Abel Paulín,
Florida Conference vice president for
Spanish-language Ministries, has invited the Garcias to train pastors with
their Ten Days of Power seminar. This
plan of systematic prayer will serve as a
spiritual preparation for an evangelistic
series with Rolando de los Ríos, November 1–8, via satellite from Miami.
Given the importance of the Prayer
and Mission Conference and its relevance in finishing the preaching
of the gospel, it is anticipated that
more people will benefit from next
year’s meeting at Camp Kulaqua
January 30–February 1, 2009.
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Core Values To Guide Future Direction
by Ken Burrill, Florida Conference
Vice President for Ministerial

T

he pastors and administrators of Florida
Conference have joined
hands in the goal of getting
our Church focused back on
mission. It is very easy in our
busy lives to get sidetracked.
As a result, the Church ends
up spending most of its energy and time on buildings and
members. Members need to
be taken care of and buildings need to be maintained,
but that cannot be the primary mission of the Church.
It is very exciting to see
pastors and administrators
working together to help our
churches refocus our efforts
on mission. One of the steps
our pastors have taken to
align our focus is to share
in defining the values which

should guide administration, pastors, and lay people
as we engage in mission.
At the January 2008 pastors’ meeting, the following
core values were chosen to
guide our future direction:

Spirit Led

Our leadership depends
upon the Holy Spirit as the
source of guidance and
vision. We can do nothing without the leading of
the Holy Spirit. We need to
spend time in prayer, seeking
the direction of God as we
move ahead.

Incarnational
Passion

Our passion is to reach
people far from God; therefore, our ministry must be

relevant, connected, and
incarnational. Ministry happens in the marketplace, not
only in our buildings. We
need to take ministry to the
people wherever they are.
This means having a real
love for all people, no matter what their lifestyle or
situation might be. We will
aggressively seek ways to
reach the people in our communities who do not know
Christ by building relationships with them.

Discipleship

All believers are called to
walk together with people at
different stages of spiritual
growth to offer an experi-

ence of grace, encouragement, accountability, and
instruction in the ways of
Christ. When a person is
baptized, it is not the end
of the journey. Discipleship
begins long before a person
is baptized and continues
throughout life. Discipleship
includes the following: getting to know Jesus, how to
pray, how to study the Word,
finding our spiritual gifts,
developing a passion for lost
people, finding a place in
mission, and being equipped
in ministry.

Empowerment of
Every Member

We are committed to
the empowerment of every member to do essential
ministry by the power of
the Holy Spirit and support
of Church leadership. We
need to create an opportunity for every member to
be involved in a ministry
and provide encouragement
and support as they find
their spiritual gifts and use
them in the community.

Small Groups

People are reached, discipled, taught, and trained
through relationships. The
community of a church organized in small groups for
this purpose is the effective
expression of New Testament
ministry. To reach people
in the community, we need
small groups that exist for
the purpose of building relationships with people in all
walks of life.
During the months of
April through August,
Florida Conference leadership will meet in small
clusters with pastors to talk
further about aligning the
ministry of their churches
with these values as we join
hands in refocusing our
Church on mission.
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The Journey Into Transformation
by Ken Burrill

F

lorida Conference sponsored The
Journey Into Transformation Mission Conference in early March with
guest speaker, Bill Easum, vice president of Easum, Bandy, and Associates.
A leading expert in North America on
reaching the post-modern generation,
he took a Methodist church of 30 attending members and grew it to more
than 2,200 by reaching the unchurched
people in his community.
Bill’s presentations were built on
our core values (see page 4) as pastors
and administrators. He spoke about
the need for the Church to put aside its
layers of bureaucracy and to simplify
the way we do church so we can have
energy to be about mission.
Bill suggested five unfreezing moves
to get our Church back into mission:
Solid Community of Faith
We need to be spiritual people who
not only study the Word, but pray.
Along with this is the need to build
trust among each other in leadership. Without trust, the Church can-

not move forward. The
Church needs to desire
a connection with the
people in the world.
Biblically Sound
and Culturally
Relevant DNA
Our mission needs
to be so clear that
everyone in the pew
as well as the community knows what our
local church is about.
Indigenous Worship
A church needs to have
worship that is authentic and
that is capable of reaching the
people in the community.

“Bill Easum challenged me to think outside
the box. God didn’t make the box in the first
place. The box was constructed in harmony
with my tradition and preconceived ideas. God
is passionate about lost people, and I want to
reflect that passion in my life and ministry.”
—Derek Morris, senior pastor, Forest Lake Church

“Bill gave us a good snapshot as to how we
are to do church, in a principle, broad-stroke
fashion to meet the people of today’s world
where they are without sacrificing the principles of our biblical belief system.”
—Mike Cabana, senior pastor, Plantation Church

Mobilizing the
Congregation
Put together a discipling
track, and put people to work.
Identify the members who are
ready to go forward into mission,
and use them in the process of
transformation.

Lee Bennett

Redemptive Missional
Opportunities
Find opportunities for people
to be involved. One of the best approaches is affinity small groups
where members connect with nonmembers. Examples of affinity small
groups would be knitting, golf,
cars, model trains,
cooking, etc.
“The Church needs to have worship that
is authentic and is capable of reaching
the people in the community,” says
Bill Easum, a successful
church planter.
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Youth Taking
On the World
For Christ
Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries

t’s Saturday night, January
Iexcitement
26, and you can feel the
in the air. The
doors are not yet open, creating a sense of anticipation.
Soon, an announcement is
made, and grand-opening
ceremonies begin as Sergio
Torres, Florida Conference
associate youth director,
snips the ribbon, and the
crowd floods in to the beautifully decorated youth room
at the West Palm Beach
Spanish Church.
You walk in and see the
work that went into creating this space. It’s light years
from being a committee
room! The walls are painted
in shades of blue, yellow, and
red. The back wall contains
a mural painted by Milton
Coronado, a street artist who
gave his life to Christ and is
now a youth pastor.
The logo flashes on the
screen letting you know
that you have arrived at
Déka Café. Transformed
from youth classroom #10,
Déka—the Greek word for
10—is now the perfect place
for young people to hang
out and develop their talents
with open mic nights and
other events.
The evening program
begins with Senior Pastor
Vicmael Arroyo praying over
the room. Amner Fernandez
provides comic relief with his
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take on growing up Adventist and being a young, urban
Hispanic. Sebastian and his
friends, Joseph De Paula,
Eddie Brown, and Barklay
Jurado, fill the room with the
rhythmic sounds of music,
and Eric Bernhardt, youth
pastor, introduces the Déka
Café manager, 16-year-old
Daniela Alvarez.
Given the responsibility, along with her staff, to
minister in a creative way,
Daniela is that new kind
of leader who says, “This is
what needs to be done,” and
gets it done. She and her
peers recognize there is no
limit to what God can do in
the life of a young person.
Daniela and her staff are
taking the light that they
have and shining it into the
world, because reaching out
comes intentionally to the
youth at West Palm Beach

Daniela Alvarez, front, with her staff at Déka Café. From left:
Lisa Forbes, Jennifer Valle, Kathy Forbes, and Eileen Sanchez.

Spanish. They take their
spiritual walk with God very
seriously. There is something
going on almost every night
of the week that has resulted
in presenting the Gospel in
the home of every youth.
Weekends find them in a
Sabbath afternoon, youth-led
church service at Déka Café,
where young people develop
their gifts and talents by
running the program from
start to finish. Eddie Brown,
their youth elder, provides
spiritual guidance to the
student leaders.
Throughout 2008, the
youth of West Palm Beach
Spanish will continue to
develop relevant ministry

initiatives made possible because of the unconditional
support of church members.
Come As You Are (CAYA)
will begin a 18+ service for
collegiates and young adults,
while Youth Sabbath continues once a month in the
main sanctuary.
More than 27 young people gave their lives to Christ
and were baptized in 2007.
Prayers are requested for the
young people and the leaders
at West Palm Beach Spanish.
May God continue to bless
and guide the youth, leaders,
and church at large as they
take on the world for Jesus
Christ in 2008.
More information on
the events, programs,
and services at Déka
Café is available online:
myspace.com/dekalounge
Local churches
seeking ideas and
resources for reaching
youth may contact:

Nirmita Hernandez

By Alejandra Torres

Carlos Brown

Déka Café…the Perfect 10!

Some of the 70+ youth and young adults pictured at the Come
As You Are service held every Wednesday evening.

Florida Conference
Youth/Young
Adult Ministries
(407) 644-5000 x129
empowerequip.com

Planting
Seeds of
Friendship
Photos: Lee Bennett

“When I met Wendy
[left] in the neighborhood, I liked her right
away,” says Tasha.
“When she invited
Michael and me to
attend church one Sabbath, we were both very
impressed. What really
drew us in was how loving and welcoming the
people were.”

by Martin Butler

W

endy Ottati
and Tasha
Hollingsed live down
the street from each
other in the same
central Florida neighborhood. They were
pregnant at the same
time; yet, they didn’t
meet until spring 2007
when the babies were
almost 1½ years old.
“God’s timing brought
us together; then, our
friendship bloomed,”
says Wendy.
As their babies
grew, and older siblings played nearby,
the two moms discussed topics such as
elementary education
for their children.
When Tasha revealed
that she and Michael,
her husband, were
looking to sell their
house so they could
relocate in another
school district, Wendy
replied, “we have
an awesome church
school nearby.”
Wendy then shared
that her oldest child
had recently completed kindergarten at
Forest Lake Education
Center (FLEC), and
she was inspired by
the spiritual influence

Diana Quale had on
him. Soon, Tasha and
Michael were looking
into FLEC for their
daughter.
During a visit on
another day, Wendy
and Tasha’s conversation turned to religion
and the church each
was attending. Tasha
commented that she
and Michael wanted
to get back to church
when they could find
the right fit. Wendy
responded, “Bobby
and I attend an active
church that we really
enjoy. Why don’t you
come check it out?”
The following Sabbath, and the next,
the Hollingsed family
worshiped with the
Ottatis. Nearly nine
months later, January
12, Tasha and Michael
were baptized at the
Forest Lake Church by
Wendy’s father, Florida
Conference Evangelist Bill Waters. Later,
Wendy reflected:
“As our friendship
grew, Tasha expressed
her desire to have God
in her home and for
His direction in her
life,” Wendy says. “We
studied the Bible together and prayed for
our families. When

I sensed God opening an opportunity, I
invited Tasha and her
family to church. I felt
confident my friends
would welcome them.”
“That’s exactly what
happened,” says Tasha.
“We were drawn in by
their love and caring.
I was really impressed
by that, and I was
inspired to study the
Bible even more.
“After attending the
Forest Lake Church for
several weeks, I was
on fire with curiosity.
Wanting to talk with
someone at the church
to see if this was really
a fit, I met Pastor Barb
McCoy—such a wise
and loving woman.
She was very supportive and non-judgmental. She simply said,
“You know, God is
leading. Keep reading
the Bible and follow
your heart.” Again,
this made me feel very
drawn into the church
and made me feel like
I really do belong here.
“So, I kept reading, and God did lead
me. As a result, many
wonderful things happened. Michael and I
were impressed to stay
in this neighborhood.
We put our daughter

in school at FLEC,
and, at the same time,
a strained relationship
with my mother-inlaw brought forgiveness and a restored
love for one another.”
“When Tasha’s
prayer life was surrounded with Bible
study, God opened her
heart to learn more,”
says Wendy. “Her
questions challenged
me to spend more
time in the Word. It
was also nice to have
an evangelist father
with sermon DVDs.”
“I’m so happy I
found this church,”
Tasha said, surrounded by family members and new church
friends at Wendy
and Bobby’s home,
celebrating her and
Michael’s baptism.
As Wendy looked
out over the group,
she realized that God
not only answered her
prayer to be used as a
tool for Him, He has

given her one sweet
friend in Tasha.
Now, each day,
Wendy breathes the
prayer of Jabez—that
God will increase her
territory, and He already has. Wendy’s fitness trainer at the gym
recently accepted the
invitation to attend
the Altamonte Springs
Church where Wendy’s
brother, Mark, is the
senior pastor.
At the gym, Wendy
met the mother of
three boys who just
moved into town. She’s
looking for friends and
a new church home.
Wendy sees another
door of opportunity
opening to plant more
seeds of friendship,
and then watch God
make them grow.
“It can be simple to
show Jesus to others,”
says Wendy. “Take a
chance. Look for Godgiven ways to meet
people, and then let
Him be in control.”
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New Lay Training School
Launched In Orlando
by Ken Norton

“N

Lee Bennett

o way, mom.
I will not go
back to church until
I make a million dollars!” replied Larry
Sharley to his mother
when she asked him
not to forget his childhood faith. Though
raised in a Seventhday Adventist family and educated in
Adventist schools, he
wanted to focus his
attention in one direction—making money.
By the mid 1990s,
Larry had built
and developed the
Peppertree Motel
chain in the Pacific
Northwest. Although
his bank account was
full, his heart was
empty. One day, an ad
in the local newspaper
prompted him to attend church for the
first time in 30 years.
His generous offerings
soon attracted the attention of the senior
pastor of the nonde-

Lay Institute For Evangelism (LIFE) staff, pictured from left: Freddy
Fernandez, director of information support services; Julie Norton, assistant
administrator; Ken Norton, director; Milton Adams, director of relational
evangelism. Entrepreneur Larry Sharley, pictured right, arranged in his will
for ASI to open a lay training school in Orlando.

nominational church
who began inviting
him to lunch.
During one of the
church healing services, the senior pastor
asked Larry to come
forward and be “slain
of the spirit” in order
to receive the Holy

Spirit. Reluctantly, he
left his seat with the
knowledge that this
practice was not biblical. The last thing he
remembered was the
pastor’s hand on his
head until he awoke
frightened on the
floor. “I realized that

ONLINE TRAINING

ON-SITE TRAINING

Audio/Video training seminars

Summer Institute ’08

providing practical instruction on
how to share your faith with others.

:: Health Evangelism
:: Public Evangelism
:: Relational Evangelism
:: And More!

Soul-winning intensives.
:: June 16-21: Intensive for teenagers
:: July 7-12: Intensive for all ages

Operation MissionLIFE

A ten-month experience filled with practical
training and frontline mission work.

Free Weekend Intensives
In Orlando, Florida
Visit web site for training schedule.

LAY INSTITUTE FOR EVANGELISM
636 N. Wymore Rd. Winter Park, FL 32789
www.TheLayInstitute.com
Phone: (407) 622-7434

ASI - North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists
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something had overpowered me,” he said.
“I knew that something wasn’t God.”
This experience
drove Larry to study
the Bible. When he
shared with the pastor
his renewed conviction that Saturday was
the Sabbath and asked
his opinion, the pastor
retorted, “If Saturday
is a big deal for you,
you need to go where
Saturday is a big deal!
At this a church, Sunday is the big deal.”
After attending the
local Adventist Church
and evangelistic meetings, Larry was baptized and became a
member of the Beaverton, Oregon, Church.
He donated to orphanages and other ministries and, before he
passed away in 2002,
made arrangements
in his will to establish

an Adventist-laymen’s
Services and Industries (ASI) lay training
school in Orlando.
ASI asked Ken
Norton, former church
planting director for
Florida Conference,
to open and direct
the Lay Institute For
Evangelism (LIFE).
“Our desire,” says
Norton, “is to produce
spiritual entrepreneurs who will do
great things for God
and carry on Larry
Sharley’s legacy.”
LIFE’s central objective
is to train people and
partner with churches,
conferences, missions,
and other church entities in impacting their
communities in an effective and powerful
way for Jesus.

ReviveUsAgain
Community Bible Conference

114th Annual Florida Conference Camp Meeting
May 23–25, 2008

Guest Speakers & Presenters
Friday & Sunday Evenings,
& Sabbath Worship

Sabbath
Evening

K arl Haffner
senior pastor,
Kettering Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Mike Cauley
president,
Florida Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists

Sabbath a.m. & Sunday p.m.
Health Seminars

Sunday Devotional
& Seminar

•

•

Camp Meeting Highlights

• Identical Sabbath Worship Services—9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
• Sabbath School Lesson Studies conducted concurrently with worship
services by Alan Jones, Janis Lowry, and Nancy Melashenko.
• Florida Hospital Annual Feature—Sabbath, 3:30 p.m.
• Annual Memorial Day Presentation—Sunday, 7:30 p.m.
• Kids through young adults programming available.
• Florida Pathfinder Red Zone—Sunday, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
• Annual Wet ’n Wild Private Party—Sunday, 6:00 p.m. $25 per person.
• Live satellite broadcast of the second worship service, Florida Hospital
Feature, and Sabbath evening program on Three Angels Broadcasting
Network (3ABN).
• Avoid the Crowds—Official Orlando-area satellite broadcast host
churches for the 11:00 a.m. worship service: Altamonte Springs, Apopka,
Florida Hospital, Florida Living, Kress Memorial, Orlando Central.

http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/

Pray For God’s Direction
Sherri Flynt, mph, rd, ld
Florida Hospital
Center for
Nutritional Excellence

Ernie Bursey
professor of religion,
Florida Hospital College
of Health Sciences

A special evangelism offering will be received at Camp Meeting on
Sabbath morning, May 24 (English) and June 7 (Spanish). This offering
will also be received in every church throughout Florida Conference.
Instead of setting a goal, each member or family is asked to inquire of
the Lord how much God would have them give. As we ask for the Lord’s
direction, the Holy Spirit will impress each member to do what He needs
for them to do. “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and
mighty things, which you do not know.” —Jeremiah 33:3 NKJV
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ASI Members Share Christ In the Marketplace
By Frank Barton

A

dventist-laymen’s
Services and Industries (ASI) is an
organization of business professionals and
501(c)(3) ministries
dedicated to representing Christ in their daily contacts as well as
supporting the global
mission of the Adventist Church.
Comprised of approximately 1,000
members, the ASI
family comes from
scores of professions. One of Florida
Conference’s newest ASI members is
Prints of Hope. CEO
and founder, Abdiel
Sopsa, and Kenia, his
wife, attended their
first ASI Convention
last year in Louisville, Kentucky.
Impressions of
ASI 2007
“We were impressed
by how many people
were there and the
number of entities to

network with, sharing
information between
organizations, companies, and business
people,” says Sopsa.
“I met a man and
his wife who work
with a community in
Africa, 270 miles from
Nairobi. The Adventists in town are actually being ridiculed
because they don’t
have a place to worship, prompting the
villagers to say, ‘Your
god is really not powerful enough.’
“This devoted couple came to our booth
and started explaining
the situation to us. We
said, ‘The Lord probably put us here for a
reason.’ We are excited
to have met them, and
now we’re taking our
ministry, Prints of
Hope, to Africa to help
them build a church.
“One of the most
incredible parts of
the ASI Convention
was that we were able
to absorb all this energy of people from

•	Thousands clothed
through the Dress
a Child program
•	Thousands have
accepted Jesus
as their personal Savior.

to build a church.
Volunteers will spend
time evangelizing and
operating medical
clinics. In addition,
Dress a Child gift
boxes will be delivered
to children in the surrounding villages.
To become involved
in the Dress a Child
program or to receive
more information
on Prints of Hope
ministry, visit online,
printsofhope.org

Nationally, this
ministry has also
provided education
classes, health expos
and seminars, a community resource referral center, help for the
homeless, and hurricane disaster relief.
Current plans call
for a trip to Mozambique, Africa, in May

ASI Members needed
If you recognize
that your business or
profession is a ministry and you want
to commit your life,
office, talents, and
strengths to sharing
Christ in the marketplace, contact the ASI
office: (301) 680-6450
or asiministries.org

Abdiel and Kenia Sopsa

around the world.
ASI is taking the message not only here in
the states, but everywhere that people are
in need of Christ.
“Leaving Christ’s
prints in every life we
touch,” is the mission
of Prints of Hope ministry. Since 2000, this
faith-based nonprofit
organization with
more than 400 volunteers, has worked in
seven countries with
the following results:
• 9,000+ people
received medical attention.

Adventist-laymen’s
Services and Industries
National Convention
August 6–9, 2008
Tampa, Florida
www.asiministries.org • (301) 680-6450

Shawn Boonstra, speaker /director, It Is Written
Mark Finley, General Conference vice president
Jim Gilley, president, 3ABN
John Nixon, senior pastor, Collegedale Church
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Jerry Page, president, Central California Conference
Janet Page, prayer ministries coordinator,
Central California Conference
Jan Paulsen, president, General Conference

Youth For Jesus Coming To Tampa

Coming Events
A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html
Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––

ASI Youth For Jesus evangelistic meetings which concluded March 8 in
Hutchinson, Minnesota, resulted in 41 baptisms. ASI Youth For Jesus will
conduct another series in Tampa, July 9–August 9, preceding this year’s national Adventist-laymen’s Services and Industries (ASI) convention.
by Leasa Hodges

P

articipants are
needed in the
ASI Youth For Jesus
program to be held in
Tampa, July 9–August
9, 2008, where young
people will take part
in a community wide
evangelistic thrust
before the regular ASI
Convention begins.
This hands-on
evangelistic endeavor
will consist of programs and activities to
attract people to Jesus.

ASI youth will visit,
study, and worship
with new friends, as
well as perform community service projects as time permits.
Ronnie Westerbeck,
a former Youth For
Jesus volunteer, states,
“The powerful experience here was
not only seeing other
people’s lives change
or even those I saw
baptized, but the most
important thing is
how I have seen God
work in my life.”

“I started hanging around with the
wrong crowd, and
I feel this program
has turned my life
around,” says former
participant Carlos
Caro. “I thank God
for giving me the
opportunity to be
in this program.”
To take part in
Youth For Jesus this
summer, an application and additional
information is available on the web site:
ASIYouthForJesus.org

YOURS FREE…

Services available from Florida Conference Association,
Planned Giving and Trust Services Office, valued up to

$325

Last Will & Testament • Power of Attorney • Healthcare Surrogate • Living Will
Redeemable at Florida Conference
Planned Giving and Trust Services Department
655 N. Wymore Road, Winter Park, FL 32789-1715
(407) 644-5000 x186 — planned.giving@floridaconference.com
Must be a member on record with Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
(No cash value. Cannot be redeemed for cash.)

Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners, outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/,
djmiller4000@earthlink.net, or (386) 789-3235.
Evangelism Series.
May 3-24. Deltona Spanish. Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
Jul. 5-Aug. 16. Homestead. Lester and Zula Pratt.
July 6-Aug. 26. Northwest Dade. Bill and Sunshine Waters.
Aug. 2-9. Tallahassee Spanish. Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
Aug. 30-Sept. 4. Melbourne. Lester and Zula Pratt.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955.
Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956.
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
or order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
May 31: Jacksonville Southpoint.
June 1: Jacksonville First, Orange Cove, St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast,
New Smyrna. (Southeastern Conference: Jacksonville Ephesus.)
June 7: Naples. June 8: Ft. Myers, Ft. Myers Shores, Arcadia, Lakeland,
Lakeview, Winter Haven. June 21: St. Petersburg. June 22: Clearwater,
New Port Richey, Spring Hill, Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills,
Plant City. June 28: Sunrise. June 29: Plantation, Lauderhill, Temple
Adventiste in Deerfield Beach. (Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
July 5: Tallahassee. July 6: Perry, Cross City, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores,
Belleview, Inverness. July 12: Port Charlotte. July 13: North Port,
Venice-Nokomis, Sarasota, West Coast Christian Academy in Bradenton, Brandon, Tampa First. July 19: West Palm Beach. July 20: Midport
Road in Port St. Lucie, Ft. Pierce, Cocoa, Titusville. (Southeastern
Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm Bay.) July 26: Maranatha in Miami.
July 27: Ft. Lauderdale, Lauderhill, Pompano Beach, Jupiter.
Planned Giving Clinics and Seminars.
May 3-4. Apopka.
May 17. Communities West in Loxahatchee.

May 2008––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Community Bible Conference: 114th Annual Florida Conference
Camp Meeting. May 23-25. Forest Lake Academy, Apopka. Theme:
Revive Us Again. Sabbath programs broadcast live via satellite.
Details: see page 9; watch for bulletin inserts, posters, and a DVD
from President Mike Cauley at Florida Conference churches; or
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/
Hispanic Youth Retreat. May 23-26. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.
Details: (305) 225‑0528.
Camp Kulaqua Summer Camps. May 26-July 20. Camp Kulaqua,
High Springs. Week-long camps for ages 8-17 and families. Details:
http://www.campkulaqua.com/ or (386) 454‑1351.

June 2008– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Campestre Hispano: Spanish-language Camp Meeting. June 6-8.
Forest Lake Academy, Apopka. Guest speaker: Ed Schmidt. Details:
(407) 644‑5000 x259.

July 2008––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Spanish-language Family Camp. July 18-20. Camp Kulaqua,
High Springs. Details: (407) 644‑5000 x138.

August 2008– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spanish-language Marriage Retreat. Aug. 15-17. Camp Kulaqua,
High Springs. Details: (407) 644‑5000 x138.

September 2008–––––––––––––––––––––––––
Children’s Ministries Fall Convention. Sept. 19-21. Camp Kulaqua,
High Springs. Theme: Transformed By His Love. Cost: $110–$120.
Details: rburrill@cfl.rr.com, (407) 644‑5000 x136, or (321) 303‑7699.
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Thank You

Forest Lake Academy’s 2007 graduation found senior
Wade Phipps introducing his father as commencement
speaker. The following thoughts are from his address:

T
for polishing
our jewels

wo years ago, my wife, Linda, and I sent
to you one of the most precious jewels—
our youngest son, Wade. Through your love,
your care, your discipline, your Christ-like
professionalism—you polished our jewel. We
can honestly say you are giving him back to us

better than you found him. For this we will be
eternally grateful.
Today, our jewel leaves this school more
elegant, more cultured, more polished, more
sophisticated, more spiritual. This is the greatest testament to Adventist education. On behalf
of hundreds of grateful parents, family, and
friends, thank you, Forest Lake Academy, for
—Wintley Phipps
polishing our jewels. 		

Forest Lake Academy Seniors Prepare For Life
by Carolyn Jensen

reparing for a
productive life
is the focus of academy senior Bible
classes throughout the
Adventist education
system. Content for
the classes combine
mental, physical, and
spiritual concepts into
one central theme:
How to live a happy,
fulfilling life.
Forest Lake
Academy’s senior
Bible teacher, Andrew
Moreno, goes the second mile to provide
training that will help
his students make
wise decisions for the
future. In January, he
invited Ken Bryant,
a certified family life
professional, to administer the 16 Personality Factor (16PF)
test to all seniors.
Responses to questions that cover spiri-

Lee Bennett

P

RealCare® babies provided the seniors with a taste of responsibility that
comes in caring for such “bundles of joy.” Standing, from left: Tyler Ellis,
Rachel Torres, and Andrew Moreno, Bible teacher. Seated, from left: Ashley
Crider, Andre Murray, Rio Delacruz, and Krystal Grey.

tual, mental, social,
and financial aspects
of each student lead
to suggestions that assist them in making
positive choices for
the future in career,
marriage, and life
in general. This test
measures both inher-

ent and learned traits
to help students better understand their
personality strengths
and weaknesses.
Special presentations to help students
discover God’s will
for handling finances
were brought into the
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classroom through the
Crown Financial Ministries program taught
by Forest Lake Church
member Bob Curran.
Seniors will long
remember the reality check on parenthood they received
when RealCare® babies

were assigned to their
responsibility. The
new, high-tech babies
require feeding and
diaper changes, are
programmed to cry
and burp, and coo in
response to the care
they are given.
Students experience
interruptions in their
daily schedules, as well
as during nighttime
hours. The “parent”
wears a computer
scanner that alerts the
baby it will be cared
for and records the
quality of care given
for grading purposes.
Graduation for
the class of 2008 on
May 17 will mark the
completion of Pastor
Moreno’s preparatory
studies for life. With
one more prayer, he
will ask God to bless
them toward making responsible contributions to family,
church, and society.
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