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FloriDa ConFerenCe PresiDent

Over the past few weeks, God’s people 
in the Florida Conference have been 

involved with an amazing array of min-
istries. young people from Forest lake 

academy have given their spring break to serve needy people 
in Costa rica. students from Greater Miami adventist acad-
emy have worked tirelessly to repair a church building in 
Puerto rico where the congregants have limited resources. 
Women and men have made decisions to renew their experi-
ence with Jesus at retreats and conventions—20 men were 
baptized during the Men’s Ministries weekend conventions in 
March at Camp kulaqua in High springs. nearly 30 new be-
lievers have made decisions for baptism, or have already been 
baptized, at the bradenton evangelistic meetings conducted 
by bill and sunshine Waters under the skillful preparation of 
Pastor brad schleif.

all this has been going on as our country faces the worst 
economic crisis since the Great Depression—evidence to me 
that the church of God will triumph regardless of the cir-
cumstances in the world. in fact, the lord demonstrates His 
power when we are at our weakest or are most vulnerable.

this year, we have wrestled with the Conference budget. 
it has been one of the most difficult experiences that i have 
had as a Conference administrator. yet, the lord has helped 
us meet the challenge. because of the lord’s blessing, we 
have been operating in the black since 2005 and plan to do 
so through 2009. one very difficult decision for me, person-
ally, was to eliminate english- and spanish-language Camp 

Meetings on the grounds of Forest 
lake academy. Frankly, i agonized 
over this decision, but the lord 
has made something good come 
out of difficulty. instead, we have 
decided to uplink a Camp Meet-
ing program to our churches via 
Hope tV’s Church Channel the 
weekend of May 22 and 23, and the 
program will be designed as multi-
cultural and multi-generational. 
this means there will be aspects 
of the program in spanish, French, 
and Portuguese as well as english. 
you will also see young people in-
volved in the weekend. since our 
Conference has become so diverse, 
we seldom do things as a united 
Conference family, and since most 
of our members view the Camp 
Meeting program through a down-
link, we will still be able to provide 
a blessing to tens of thousands in 
the Florida Conference family.

the theme for Camp Meeting 
is More About Jesus. because of the 

world situation, many people 
are hurting and need support. 
the quotation from Ministry 
of Healing rings in my ears, 
“the world needs today what 
it needed nineteen hundred 
years ago—a revelation of 
Christ.” Jesus is calling me, 
and He is calling you to 
represent Him in an inten-
tional way to people we 
see at work, at school, and 
in the neighborhood. i 
have found the book, 
Bridges 101 by ruthie 
Jacobsen, to be of great 
value in learning how 
to build bridges to 
people for Jesus’ sake. 
We are inviting every 
member in the Confer-
ence to read this book 
during 2009, and the 
adventist book Center has graciously provided a significant 
discount to all of our members who wish to purchase this 
helpful volume.

i believe the lord is going to use Florida Conference Camp 
Meeting in 2009 to help us remember that we are one family. 
i also believe that He is going to help us be reminded of the 
essentiality of drawing closer to Jesus. Further, i believe we 
are all going to be inspired to build bridges to hurting people 
around us so that others may know Him like we do.

let’s keep praying and working to show Jesus to our fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors. 

“The world needs today what it 

needed nineteen hundred years ago—a 

revelation of Christ.… Christ’s method 

alone will give true success in reaching 

the people. The Saviour mingled with 

men as one who desired their good.”  

   —Ministry of Healing, p. 143.
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value in learning how to build 
bridges to people for Jesus’ sake.”
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115th Annual Florida Conference Camp Meeting
Coming To Your Church • May 22–23

More About Jesus
Florida Conference invites you to share a unique worship experience with your local 
church congregation. Join us via satellite on the Hope TV Church Channel.

Friday Evening—7:30pm  
Sabbath Worship—11:30am
Richard Barron, Executive Director for Mission and 
Ministries, Florida Hospital Heartland Division, Sebring.

Sábado de tarde—3:00pm
Abel Paulín, Vicepresidente para los ministerios 
en español de la Asociación de la Florida 
de los Adventistas del Séptimo Día.

Sabbath Evening—7:30pm
Mike Cauley, President, Florida Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, Winter Park, will be joined 
on stage by a Spanish-language translator.

Worship Experience In Music
Jerry Wasmer, Kissimmee Church Pastor, will serve as worship 
leader with former team members from Pioneer Memorial Church 
at Andrews University in Michigan and a variety of Florida musicians, 
bringing a rich, new sound to Florida Conference Camp Meeting.

Camp Meeting Offering
The annual Camp Meeting offering historically supports Florida 
Conference evangelism. This year, with evangelism remaining the 
focus, offerings received are designated to remain in your home 
church for local evangelism projects.

Hope Church Channel Setup Instructions Online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/
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by kiM allan JoHnson

Florida Conference office staff members accepted 
a challenge this past Christmas to be involved in 

two service projects, one local and one overseas, to 
honor their savior who gave so fully of Himself.

First, we felt drawn to assist the Children’s Home 
society’s crisis center in orlando. this shelter takes 
in children, infant through earliteen, who are re-
moved from their families because of abuse or ne-
glect. We called the facility’s director to ask if he 
would be interested in having us come and tackle 
various projects, if we provided the materials.

“i took over here only three months ago,” he re-
plied, “and i’ve been praying that God would open a 
way for us to do some desperately needed repairs and 
refurbishing. the needs are so great, but we have so 
little funding. then you called. i believe this is truly 
a divine appointment!”

after a preliminary visit, we estimated approxi-
mately $1,000 would be needed for supplies.

For our second project, we wanted to support the 
one Day Church program sponsored by adventist-
laymen’s services and industries (asi) and Ma-
ranatha Volunteers international. With a $1,500 
donation, we could fund the steel framework for a 
house of worship in Mozambique or ecuador that 
would seat up to 150 people.

the only source of funding we planned on for 
both initiatives would come from office staff who 
made a commitment to save their loose change 
at home during november and December. in our 
hearts, it was difficult to imagine how enough dimes 
and quarters could be accumulated in time; yet, we 
chose to press ahead in faith.

shortly after the two projects were announced, an 
unexpected donor came forward with the full $1,500 
needed for the one Day Church. then, another 
anonymous donor’s heart was touched, and enough 
money was given to build six additional churches. 
Within two weeks, we went from dreaming of one 
church to sponsoring seven!

now, remarkably, we could put all of the coins do-
nated by the office staff toward the crisis center. on a 
Friday morning in mid-December, 54 office employ-
ees headed for the facility with dozens of tools and 
more than $1,000 worth of supplies.

leaders at the crisis center were thrilled to see 
the results of our teamwork as we painted, repaired, 
raked, and cleaned, in addition to spreading hun-
dreds of bags of mulch throughout the playground 
area. their appreciation was a bonus to the joy we felt 
in seeing how God had used faith, prayer, and willing 
hands to uplift others during the season of Giving.

one of the office staff commented, “the thought 
of just one traumatized child taken from home 
makes me appreciate our opportunity to help.” 

A child peers through a 
door at a crisis shelter run 

by Children’s Home Society 
of Florida, an organization 

that Florida Conference 
office staff chose to assist.

Willing hands uPlifT oThers

Florida Conference employees performed cleanup, painting, and repair 
projects at the Children’s Home Society crisis center in Orlando.
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by sanDra Doran

It all started with a 
collection of hotel 

shampoo bottles. be-
ing a frequent trav-
eler in my role as an 
associate superinten-
dent of education for 
Florida Conference, 
i have always stashed 
the extra toiletries that 
come with an over-
night stay, hoping to 
find a worthy cause. 
this past Christmas, i 
had an idea.

“Hey, Jim, do you 
think any of the mar-
ried guys might like to 
make Christmas bas-
kets for their wives?”

Jim, a recovering 
alcoholic, attends 
my sabbath school 
class at kress Memo-
rial Church in Winter 
Park when he is not 
required to remain 
in-house at Fresh 
start Ministries. i had 
referred him to this 
faith-based substance 
abuse program in or-
lando that provides 

long-term residential 
treatment. He checked 
with the guys and 
reported back that 
20 were married, and 
they would, indeed, 
like to participate.

Gathering help 
from kress Memo-
rial young adults, 
we began to sort the 
collection of hotel-
sized soaps, shampoos, 
lotions, and condition-
ers. Placing a call to 
Fresh start Founder 
Joe Cordovano, i 
checked to be sure that 
all was in order.

“Definitely,” came 
the reply. “all 68 men 
want to do it. even 
if they don’t have 
wives, many have 
mothers and chil-
dren back home.”

that was the point 
when i panicked. a 
close friend advised 
me to graciously back 
out. However, i was 
already in too deep; 
trusting in the lord 
was my only choice. 

i sent out a frenzied 
message to the entire 
Florida Conference 
office, and plastic bags 
began appearing in 
my office. envelopes 
showed up on my 
desk with five-, ten-, 
and twenty-dollar 
bills. My sister and 
dad went to the dollar 
store and found 68 red 
and green baskets. a 
Conference employee 
dropped off bags of 
silver and red hay for 
the baskets. Miscel-
laneous items showed 
up too, such as skeins 
of yarn, scrapbooking 
items, and Christmas 
decorations.

somehow, we man-
aged to sort through 
everything, putting 
together packets of toi-
letries the men could 
use to make their bas-
kets, along with larger 
bags of miscellaneous 
items from which they 
could select something 
“special” to add.

i cannot begin to 
describe the blessing 
that showered down 
upon all of us who 
worked with the men 

on December 18. “My 
daughter told me this 
morning that all she 
wanted for Christmas 
was a skein of blue 
yarn,” said one. “now 
i can give that to her.”

“this is the first 
time in my life i have 
ever been able to give 
my mother a gift,” said 
another.

“i’m a seventh-day 
adventist,” a clean-cut 
young man confided 
to me privately. “i am 
working to get my life 
back in order.”

Pastor Joe later told 
me this was the best 
Christmas that Fresh 
start has ever had. 
the guys who had no 
recipients for the bas-
kets shared them with 
those who needed an 
extra. there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the place 
when everyone left for 
the holiday.

 it wasn’t long be-
fore we came up with 
the idea of putting to-
gether Valentine’s bags 
for the men. this time, 
i decided to stretch my 
faith a little farther. it 
was not hotel samples i 

wanted, but full-sized 
bottles of shampoo 
and shaving cream, 
sticks of deodorant, 
razors, toothbrushes, 
and toothpaste.

a clerk at a CVs 
drug store caught my 
enthusiasm, asked 
for my phone num-
ber, and gave me a 
bag full of items. My 
dentist donated 40 
toothbrushes and 
tubes of toothpaste. 
the Conference office 
and kress Memorial 
Church family provid-
ed the rest, along with 
homemade cookies 
and table decorations.

the guys cheered 
when we came in. 
“We want to help your 
church,” they said. 
“We know how to fix 
things. We can pass 
out gospel tracts. We 
can tell kids to stay 
away from the slippery 
slope of drugs and 
alcohol. We can make 
cards for the sick and 
elderly. We want to 
give back.”

all of this, just be-
cause of a few small 
bottles of shampoo. 

A Two-wAy 
Blessing

Sandra Doran, an Associate Superintendent of 
Education, Florida Conference, had a creative idea 
to touch the lives of recovering alcoholics. Little 
did she realize how much this act of kindness 
would come back to bless her own heart.
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In 2007, i toured Walter reed army Medical 
Center in Washington, D.C., and met some 

phenomenal men and women. i saw, face-to-
face, what real commitment looks like, and, to 
this day, i can’t describe what that single, life-
changing moment did to me. all i know is that 
i came home to apopka determined to make a 
difference in the lives of military veterans.

not long afterward, i was on the stair climber 
at the gym where i was a fitness trainer when, all 
of a sudden, a thought hit me, i’m going to walk 
across the country and meet all the veterans i 
can to say, “thank you.” that day, Journey of a 
thousand thanks was born. every waking mo-
ment from then on, i was planning my trip from 
barstow, California, to arlington, Virginia.

amid the encouraging words, “you can do 
it,” i focused on training for a 72-day trek that 
would teach me a thousand lessons. the first 
would come on Memorial Day weekend when i 
landed in los angeles, only to learn that a once-
promised support motor home would never ar-
rive for my bodyguard, a retired army ranger, 
to drive behind me.

as i lay in near panic on a barstow motel 
bed that night, i kept asking myself, “What did 
you do?” and the only words i could pray were, 
“God, please help me!” talking to my mom in 
Georgia, she assured me, “Don’t worry, honey. 
i’m praying. it’s okay.”

a sParroW visiTs

the next morning, i prayed, “Please, God, i 
need to know that you are here and that things 
are going to work out.” When i opened the cur-
tains, a sparrow immediately flew up and landed 
on the window ledge. i looked at that tiny bird 
and said, “if God cares for the tiny sparrow, then 
i know He’s watching me.”

throughout the summer, in every moment 
of uncertainty or loneliness, a sparrow would 

JourNey of 
a ThouSaNd 

ThaNkS
fly in front of me or 
land beside me. it was 
as though, each time, 
God was reminding 
me, “Don’t worry little 
girl. i see you. every-
thing’s okay.”

around 10 o’clock, i 
called lynne Fisher, a 
dear adventist church 
member in barstow 
with whom i had talk-
ed on the telephone 
but never met in per-
son. before i left Flori-
da, she had instructed, 
“Call me when you 
get here.” What she 
didn’t tell me was 
that her husband, 
thomas, is a lieuten-
ant Colonel with the 
Marine Corp logistics 
base in barstow.

Within minutes, this adventist couple of only a few years came to pick 
me up, brought me to their house, and declared it “home base” for my 
trip. before the day ended, i had met the city mayor and a host of high-
ranking Marines who pitched in to help me shop for groceries, buy and fill 
ice coolers, and load a miraculously low-priced rental truck that was ar-
ranged at the last minute so my summer adventure could get on the road.

Heading out across the desert, i expected the burning sun of late May 
to be intense. the week before, it was 112°. another miracle was that each 
day brought 70° temperatures with cool breezes and cloudy skies, but no 
rain, until i approached the western foothills of the rocky Mountains.

sWeeT saBBaTh resT

after pounding the pavement for six days every week, “sweet sabbath 
rest” took on a new meaning. i lived for Fridays and a shortened day of 
walking. as i met with fellow adventists in tiny country chapels and large 
city churches each week, i treasured a complete mental break from my 
walk. i did, however, take every opportunity to talk about the lifestyle 

By keela Carr

Soldiers at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, enjoyed 
meeting Keela in person after they had followed her 
Journey of a Thousand Thanks on a military web site.
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program emphasized by one of my sponsors—
Florida Hospital’s Creation Health.

i admit, i felt very proud on so many different 
levels during the summer. i was proud to repre-
sent the adventist Church as i talked with media 
personnel from coast to coast. i was proud to 
meet folks from every walk of life whose arms 
were always extended.

People were kind beyond belief. they opened 
their homes. they fed me. they filled up my 
truck with gas. they welcomed me in their 
churches with warm hugs. When i got sick at the 

kansas/Missouri border, a motel manager, who 
was a Marine iraq War veteran, put me up in a 
room for seven nights free of charge.

What made me most proud was being an 
american. as i visited with service men and 
women on military bases, in the streets, or in 
their families’ homes along the way, i was hon-
ored to look them in the eye and say, “thanks so 
much for your sacrifice and all you’ve done!”

Four times during the summer, i was invited 
to stay in the homes of soldiers stationed in iraq 
who had watched my trip progress via a military 
web site. When they saw that i would be nearing 
their homes, they asked their families to invite 
me to spend the night.

arriving in the Washington, D.C., area, i 
visited Walter reed army Medical Center once 

again. this time, i came with a beauti-
ful prayer quilt made by the Prayers and 
squares Ministry at Forest lake Church in 
apopka, where i am a member. through-
out my trip, people across the country 
hugged it, kissed it, cried on it, and tied ad-
ditional knots while praying over it.

When i met Dane, a young Marine who 
received a serious leg injury in iraq, my 
partiality to that branch of the military 
influenced me to present the prayer quilt 
to him. i shared with him the love it rep-
resented from a group of caring women at 
my church and of the country folks across 
america who had prayed over it for an un-
known recipient at journey’s end. the next 
morning, i would walk my final 9.2 miles 
through the District of Columbia.

on august 8, 2008—which was 72 
days, more than 2,700 miles, and 16 
pair of shoes after leaving southern 
California—i walked through the gates 
of arlington national Cemetery. there 
before me were thousands of tombstones, 
lined up in perfect rows, reminding 
me of the absolute gift for our freedom 
that came at the ultimate price. 

as i participated in laying a wreath on 
the tomb of the unknown solider, my 
heart went out to all military families 
who’ve experienced the loss of loved ones. 
in my mind’s eye, i couldn’t help but pic-
ture a loving savior who gave His life for 
our eternal freedom and who will soon re-
unite families in a land where heartbreak, 
suffering, and death will be forever past.

living WiTh PurPose

back home in apopka, i often wake up asking myself, “Did you really 
walk across the country? that’s crazy!” then, i look at the beautifully 
encased american flag that was flown over the Pentagon, given to me in 
honor of my walk, and i know it’s true. by God’s grace, i did it, and i’m 
training right now to do it again in 2009.

this year, i will have a team with me and a recreational vehicle in 
which i can rest. We will get permits to travel on more visible routes, and 
we’ll invite citizens to walk with us as we raise awareness and funding for 
homeless military veterans in their state.

For example, in Florida’s brevard County alone, there are 1,200 home-
less veterans who don’t receive benefits because they lack a physical ad-
dress. We will work with an organization founded by a Vietnam War 
veteran to acquire land on which to build a community so these homeless 
men and women can be cared for.

on a personal note, i don’t think there is any greater purpose in life 
than to live with an attitude of service toward others. When i walked out 
of Walter reed army Medical Center in 2007, i decided to live with a pur-
pose. it wasn’t enough to be flitting through life any more. it was time to 
take my eyes off of me. 

i told my mom i believe my entire life has been spearheaded in a direc-
tion for this moment in time. i have no doubt about it. i feel i was put on 
earth to go down this road, and, until God impresses me otherwise, i’m 
going to continue walking the Journey of a thousand thanks. 

“It’s good to have an 
ally in people like 

keela who really care 
about those who have 
served their country,” 
said Harvey tillman, 
a formerly homeless 
Vietnam veteran after 
he heard keela tell her 
story February 21 at 
Florida living Church. 
“How truly commend-
able it is that someone 
would walk across 
america to thank 
veterans and raise an 
awareness of situations 
that affect them.” 

formerly homeless 
vieTnam veTeran 
Thanks keela

Keela Carr and 
Harvey Tillman

At journey’s end, Keela took part in a ceremony at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier after receiving an 
American flag flown in her honor over the Pentagon.
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by natalia loPez-tHisMon

When aline 
bacelar’s left leg 

began to hurt during 
her sophomore year at 
Greater Miami adven-
tist academy, she and 
her family assumed 
it had to do with her 
involvement in sports. 
the doctors diagnosed 
it as a strained muscle, 

but aline’s mother, 
Maria, thought of her 
own father’s history 
of bone cancer and 
asked for an X-ray, 
which doctors thought 
revealed a broken leg. 
before a cast could 
be set, aline’s mother 
begged the doctors to 
take another X-ray.

on september 
29, 2003, aline was 

diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma, one 
of the most common 
forms of bone cancer.

“My life changed 
forever in a matter of 
two weeks” says aline. 
“When i found out 
i had to go through 
three months of che-
motherapy, i cut my 
hair and donated it 
to locks of love so 

other children going 
through chemo could 
receive a wig.”

after her chemo-
therapy sessions, aline 
felt weak and sick, 
and she had lost 20 
pounds. another X-ray 
and an Mri revealed 
that the tumor in her 
leg had grown, and 
surgery was scheduled 
to remove it.

“Disappointed, i 
questioned why this 
was happening to 
me,” says aline, “yet, 
i tried my best to be 
a witness to the other 
children in the ward as 
i searched God’s word 
for strength and faith. 
My pastor anointed 
me, and we prayed 
that God would spare 
my leg and my life.”

a Challenge
BeCame aline’s

TriumPh

Aline Bacelar signed up for swimming class 
to meet a physical education requirement 

at Southern Adventist University even 
though she had only one leg. After 

the professor taught her to bal-
ance her weight in the water, 
she became one of the fastest 

swimmers in lifeguarding 
class. “He never let me skip 

a lap just because I didn’t 
have a leg,” remembers 

Aline. “It was great!”
PHoto: buDDy suMMitt

by Martin butler 

When Daniel 
Capo was asked 

how he would like to 
celebrate his ninth 
birthday, he told his 
parents, Hector and 
zaydee, that he wished 
to help others. instead 
of receiving traditional 
birthday gifts, the Mi-
ami springs Church 
third grader asked his 

friends and family to 
make a contribution 
to adventist Devel-
opment and relief 
agency (aDra).

after Daniel looked 
through an aDra gift 
catalog, he decided 
to raise $385 to sup-
ply 1,000 people with 
medical kits for three 
months. to his delight, 
the donations totaled 
more than $500.

once again, Daniel 
pulled out the cata-
logue. With the addi-
tional money received, 
he chose to save one 
Filipino child’s life 
from tuberculosis 
for $70 and provided 
health care to five 
orphans in rwanda 
for one year with the 
remaining $55.

shortly afterward, 
Daniel wrote to family 

and friends, “thank 
you all for sharing my 
birthday with me. it 
was a lot of fun! i also 
want to thank every-
one for your contribu-
tions to my cause.  
My goal was to raise 
$385, and we didn’t 
just meet that goal—
we exceeded it!”

results of Daniel’s 
thoughtful actions 
didn’t stop there. His 

name was entered into 
the Do the right thing 
program sponsored, 
in part, by the Miami 
Police Department to 
honor young people 
for making a differ-
ence in the lives of 
others. soon, Daniel 
and his parents re-
ceived an invitation to 
a ceremony at Police 
headquarters where 
the program’s ex-

Third grader says “no” To BirThday gifTs    and “yes” To helPing oThers
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once in surgery, 
the doctors realized 
it was too late to re-
move the tumor that 
had wrapped around 
aline’s calf muscle. 
as she slept under 
the anesthesia, her 
parents, Maria and 
Mario, had to make 
the difficult decision 
to have aline’s leg am-
putated. a nurse sug-
gested to Maria that 
she whisper in aline’s 
ear what was going 
to happen so that she 
would perhaps dream 
about it in her sleep.

“i did have a 
dream,” aline says, 
“and when i woke up, 
i wasn’t that surprised. 
God knew what He 
was doing, because if 
i had known my leg 
might be amputated, i 
wouldn’t have willing-
ly gone into surgery.”

aline went through 
11 more months of 
chemotherapy and 
suffered a long list of 
side-effects. she dra-
matically lost weight, 
developed heart prob-
lems, lost practically 
all her white blood 
cells, and developed 
a staph infection in 
her blood stream that 

necessitated her being 
moved to the intensive 
care unit (iCu).

“My doctors 
thought i would die,” 
she says, “and they 
tried to prepare my 
parents. i also knew 
my days were num-
bered, even though no 
one had told me.”

aline’s white blood 
count began to rise; 
however, her lungs 
filled with fluid, and 
her heart only worked 
to 40% of its capac-
ity. While her heart 
and lungs were being 
monitored, aline fin-
ished chemotherapy in 
november 2004.

“i was still weak 
and sick,” she says, 
“but i was anxious to 
get back to school.” 
First, she needed to get 
fitted for a prosthetic 
leg and learn how 
to walk with it. she 
recuperated quickly 
and returned back to 
school in January 2005 
with a changed out-
look on life.

since aline couldn’t 
play sports the way she 
used to, she focused 
her efforts on running 
for class president, and 
she won. During the 

spring of her senior 
year at Greater Miami 
adventist academy, 
she went on a mission 
trip to the Dominican 
republic to share her 
story with thousands. 
by May, aline was 
able to march with her 
class at graduation.

because of the ex-
periences on her own 
personal journey, 
aline decided to enroll 
at southern adventist 
university in Colleg-
edale, tn, and become 
a nurse in order to 
help people in need.

When she found 
out that she had to 
take a physical edu-
cation credit, aline 
signed up for a be-
ginner’s swimming 
course. even without 
her leg, she discov-
ered that she could 
return to competi-
tive swimming and 
receive lifeguard and 
water safety instructor 
(Wsi) certifications. 
she was one of the 
fastest swimmers in 
her lifeguarding class.

“i have learned to 
become more inde-
pendent at southern,” 
she says. “i’ve grown a 
lot, and i learned that 

i had to surpass those 
things that were hold-
ing me back.”

aline continues to 
share her story with 
classmates, professors, 
and with patients she 
serves in her nurs-
ing curriculum. she 
also plans to continue 

sharing her story on 
future mission trips 
where she can help 
people with their 
physical needs.

“i want to follow 
God,” says aline, 
“and i want to tell 
the world what He 
did for me.” 

Natalia Lopez-
Thismon wrote 
Aline’s story when 
she was a student 
worker in Southern 
Adventist Universi-
ty’s Marketing and 
University Rela-
tions office. “When 

asked to find a great story about one of our 
students, I met Aline and was so inspired 
that I knew others would be as well.”

Natalia graduated in December 2008 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in public 
relations from Southern, two months after 
she received the Student of the Year Award 
at the Society of Adventist Communica-
tor’s convention in Denver, CO. “It was a 
great honor to be recognized, and the glory 
for that can only go to God.”

Natalia and her family attend Hialeah 
Springs Spanish Church near Miami and 
are “extremely involved in Pathfinder 
ministry.” Her life dream is to work in 
communication for the Adventist Church 
after obtaining a master’s degree in Inter-
national Communication from Andrews 
University in Berrien Springs, MI. 
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ecutive Director, Jodi 
atkison announced:

“out of hundreds 
of nominations, you 
have been selected as 
this month’s Do the 
right thing special 
recognition winner 
in the elementary 
school category. as the 
special recognition 
winner, you have won 
a trip to Disney World. 
you will join the other 

eight winners for the 
school year on a group 
trip, escorted by of-
ficers from the Miami 
Police Department.”

Coverage of the 
award made headlines 
in the Miami Herald 
neighbors where Dan-
iel’s picture appeared 
with the other win-
ners in the article, 
Special Students Strive 
to Help Others. 

Miami Police Chief 
John Timoney, center, 
congratulates Daniel 
Capo as the Do the 
Right Thing Special 
Recognition winner in 
the elementary school 
category. The program’s 
Executive Director, Jodi 
Atkison, left, and Dan-
iel’s parents, Hector and 
Zaydee, right, joined in 
celebrating at Miami 
Police headquarters.

Third grader says “no” To BirThday gifTs    and “yes” To helPing oThers
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by JaCkie Curran

Russell and Marion bates 
were attracted to the 

quiet environment of Florida 
living retirement Commu-
nity even before they moved 
into their two bedroom 
condominium in 2005. the 
easy-going life among the 
shade trees at edgehill Place 
in apopka was especially 
appealing to them.

unhurried, yet busy, 
residents appreciate the op-
portunity to balance activity 
with relaxation based on 
their personal style. russell 
and Marion, for example, 
often start their day with a 
six-round jaunt on the com-
munity’s walking path. later 
in the afternoon, they might 
catch several laps in the 
swimming pool.

Meanwhile, over at 
imogene sheffield’s apart-
ment, she begins the day 
by stepping outside to pick 
up her morning newspaper. 
after reading the headlines, 
she places the paper at the 
door of her neighbor, Mona 
leduc, as a signal that all 
is well. until a few months 
ago, an unanswered knock 
at imogene’s door probably 
meant the near-90-year-old 
was driving other residents 
to the doctor or to the store.

With all the activities at 
Florida living retirement 
Community, finding time 
to rest can be a challenge for 
those who prefer to be on 
the go. Planned activities in-
clude exercise classes, health 
talks, day excursions, sewing 
classes, safety seminars, and 

shuffleboard. “a group of us 
play rummikub™ to work 
our minds,” says imogene.

“i love it here, and 
we’re well cared for,” she 
adds. “We also appreciate 
the convenience of hav-
ing Florida living Church 
right on the premises.”

For more information 
about this Florida Confer-
ence-owned-and-operated 
community, please visit 
floridalivingretirement.com, 
or contact Jackie Curran, 
Marketing and Public rela-
tions, (800) 729-8017 or 
JackieFlrC@aol.com 

florida living reTiremenT CommuniTy—
Where friends BeCome family

Administrator Nancy Pleasants’ goal is to pro-
vide an atmosphere where residents are treated 
with respect, understanding, and acceptance.

Residents enjoy a Thanksgiving event in the 
Victorian-style dining room which serves 
homemade vegetarian meals three times a day.

“Florida Living offers us the chance to feel use-
ful,” say Russell and Marion Bates. “There are 
many opportunities to serve the Lord.”

Next-door neighbors Imogene Sheffield, left, 
and Mona Leduc became friends and appreci-
ate the security of looking out for each other.
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The Florida Conference Church Property Development 
Department seeks actively licensed or retired architects, 

budget consultants, general contractors, etc. to serve on a com-
mittee to assist churches with construction projects.

interested in helping? Please contact kathy Fairchild at 
(407) 644-5000 x239 or kathy.fairchild@floridaconference.com. 
Volunteers will be screened according to their expertise.

Property Development 
Volunteers Needed
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A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html

Coming Events

ongoing evenTs –––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellow-

ship dinners, outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, 
djmiller4000@embarqmail.com, or (386) 789-3235.

Evangelism Series.
Apr. 18-May 23. Brooksville. Lester and Zula Pratt.
Apr. 24-26. Lake Mary (rental location to be announced).  

Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
May 2-9. Carol City Spanish, Miami. Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
May 23-30 Silver Star Spanish, Orlando. Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
July 11-Aug. 15. Miami Springs. Lester and Zula Pratt.
July 12-Sept. 4. Lakeland. Bill and Sunshine Waters.
Planned Giving Clinics and Seminars.
Apr. 25. Pompano Beach. May 30. Plymouth-Sorrento.
May 2. Altamonte Springs. June 6. Boynton Beach.
May 9. Vero Beach.  June 27. Coral Springs.
May 16. Pine Hills in Orlando.

Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: national toll-free number, 
(877) 55-FLABC (877-553-5222). Miami: (305) 805-9900.  
High Springs: (386) 454-7956. Shop online:  
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e-mail: 
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
May 30: Jacksonville Southpoint. May 31: Jacksonville First, Orange Cove, 

St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast, New Smyrna Beach. (Southeastern 
Conference: Jacksonville Ephesus.)

June 6: Naples. June 7: Ft. Myers, Ft. Myers Shores, Arcadia, Lakeland, 
Winter Haven. June 13: Sunrise. June 14: Plantation, Lauderhill, 
Deerfield Beach. (Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.) June 27: 
Tallahassee. June 28: Perry, Cross City, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores, 
Belleview, Inverness.

July 11: St. Petersburg. July 12: Clearwater, New Port Richey, Spring Hill, 
Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant City. July 18: West Palm 
Beach. July 19: Midport Road in Port St. Lucie, Ft. Pierce, Cocoa, 
Titusville. (Southeastern Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm Bay.) July 
25: Port Charlotte. July 26: North Port, Venice-Nokomis, Sarasota,  
West Coast Christian Academy in Bradenton, Brandon, Tampa First

Aug. 1: Maranatha in Miami. Aug. 2: Ft. Lauderdale, Lauderhill,  
Pompano Beach, Jupiter.

aPril 2009 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Prison Ministries Programs. Worship services, fellowship 

lunch, and afternoon program. Details: fbartonsr@yahoo.com,  
(352) 728-1229, or (352) 408-1844.

Apr. 25. University Church in Orlando.
May 2. Pompano Beach.
May 16. Clearwater.

may 2009 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Emmanuel Quartet Concert. May 1. Lake City Church. 7:00 p.m.  

Details: http://www.emmanuelquartet.org/, ps_bwhite@comcast.net, 
or (386) 965-3546.

115th Annual Florida Conference Camp Meeting. May 22-23.  
Broadcast via satellite to your home church. Details: see page 3.

Camp Kulaqua Summer Camps. May 31-July 5. Camp Kulaqua, High 
Springs. Details: http://www.campkulaqua.com/ or (386) 454-1351.

Perhaps you have wanted to make larger gifts to further the work of 
the Lord in the Florida Conference but have not done so because you 

did not have enough input regarding use of the funds you wished to con-
tribute. We now have a fund in place that allows you to do just that. You 
can make a contribution, and then advise us each year how the interest 
earned on the funds you have given should be used. This can be done 
with a plan called the Donor Advised Fund (DAF).

hoW do i do This?
You simply make a contribution to the DAF ($10,000 minimum to 

establish a fund in your name), take your tax deductions, and we make 
distributions for the specific project or projects you suggest when you 
instruct us to do so. Of course, you are not limited to only one contribu-
tion—you may make additions to the fund at any time. The DAF oper-
ates similar to a personal foundation without going through all the legal 
hoops and expense to set it up—we have already done that. We invest the 
monies that you have gifted to the DAF. Then, when you instruct us to 
do so, we make the distributions for you. The distributions can be made 
anonymously or in your fund’s name.

are There Tax BenefiTs for me?
Yes, you receive an income tax deduction. You avoid capital gains taxes 

if the gift is made with long-term appreciated securities, and the funds 
are no longer in your estate for estate tax purposes.

musT i Be involved in The adminisTraTion of The fund?
No, we do it for you. You have no administrative worries or costs.

Can my Children Be involved?
Yes, the DAF is a wonderful fund for teaching your children the ben-

efits of giving to bless others. You can let them work with you in making 
decisions regarding distributions. Then, when you are no longer able to 
make those decisions, they can continue making them for you.

Can i make a ConTriBuTion To The daf Through my Will?
Yes, you can name the DAF as a beneficiary under your will, and your 

personal representative will make the distribution to the DAF. You can 
even list the Conference-approved project or projects which you wish to 
benefit from that contribution.

The Florida Conference Association invests the funds which you have 
contributed to the DAF, and the growth is tax-free. For more information 
regarding the Donor Advised Fund, please contact us.

We also offer information and assistance with other types of gift plans, 
including outright gifts of cash or property, wills, trusts, life-income 
plans, and IRA rollovers.

Florida Conference Association: Planned Giving and Trust Services
655 N. Wymore Road • Winter Park, FL 32789-1715

(407) 644-5000 • planned.giving@floridaconference.com

The Florida Conference Department of Planned Giving and Trust Services  
provides information and assistance with gift planning  

but is not engaged in providing legal or tax advice.

inTroduCing The

florida ConferenCe assoCiaTion

donor advised fund

advenTisT Book CenTer  
neW naTional Toll-free numBer

(877) 55-fl aBC
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by aleJanDra torres

In october 2008, approximately 30 
college students met in orlando for 

the first Florida Conference adventist 
Christian Fellowship (aCF) leadership 
Weekend. they came from all around 
the state: university of Florida, uni-
versity of Central Florida, university 
of south Florida, Florida international 
university, Miami-Dade College, bre-
vard Community College, and Florida 
state university. it was a time of vision-
ing, fellowshipping, and strategizing.

known in Florida as Campus 
advent, the aCF movement is vital. 
through Campus advent, adventist 
students feel connected to other stu-
dents who share the same faith. aCF is 
the forum where adventist students and 
their friends meet, worship, and fel-
lowship together on secular college and 
university campuses (www.acflink.org).

Campus advent leaders have taken 
a stand on reaching out to students on 

their campuses. this generation is fac-
ing unusually difficult situations, and 
the need to reach them is that much 
more urgent. in america, there are ap-
proximately 70,000 adventist students 
attending secular colleges and universi-
ties. in addition, aCF leaders have the 
potential to reach the 300,000 students 
attending Florida colleges and universi-
ties. this is quite the mission field.

the leaders have worked hard to 
connect with their fellow adventist 
students across the various campuses 
through a web site and an extensive 
e-mail bank. each university group 
has elected officers and is an authentic 
organization recognized by the uni-
versity, entitling them to use of the 
campus, classrooms, halls, and limited 
funding. they are the adventist pres-
ence on secular campuses, working 
hard to make a difference in reach-
ing their students for God’s kingdom. 
they are 21st-century missionaries!

Campus advent is taking creative 

measures to reach and connect with 
their nonChristian, nonadventist 
friends. they are getting “out of the 
evangelism box” in an attempt to reach 
their peers, establish relationships with 
integrity, and lead students to Christ. 
they are our heroes in evangelism.

With your help, taking on the world 
for Christ will become a reality. Here 
are ways you can become involved:
1. Pray for these 21st- 

century missionaries.
2. involve college students in lead-

ership in your congregation.
3. Hold a Campus advent sab-

bath once a year to support and 
affirm students while heighten-
ing awareness of their contribu-
tions in building God’s kingdom.

4. Make a donation or contribution 
for building a Campus advent 
House for Creative evangelism. 

For more Campus Advent information, 
call (407) 644-5000 x129 or e-mail 

alejandra.torres@floridaconference.com

Missionaries In the 21st Century
Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries

Youth Taking 
On the World 

For Christ
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Campus Advent leaders met together at the Adventist Christian 
Fellowship Leadership Weekend in Orlando.
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