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by Mike Cauley, D.Min.,  
FloriDa ConFerenCe PresiDent

About a year ago, we organized a prayer group 
that meets for one hour every thursday morn-

ing at the Conference office. We pray about many 
needs; however, one of the primary reasons we orga-

nized the prayer group was to ask God to raise up an army of youth to 
carry His mission forward in Florida.

you may recall how God laid the burden upon my heart at the 2007 
Camp Meeting to intentionally reintegrate our youth into the mission 
of the remnant Church. the stories in this issue of Florida Focus testify 
of the way He is beginning to answer those prayers. in addition to these 
testimonies, the summer months have provided many opportunities 
for an army of youth to advance God’s mission in Florida.

i am thrilled with the youth For Jesus program that took place in 
tampa ahead of the august 6–9 adventist-laymen’s services and in-
dustries (asi) Convention where bible workers tirelessly prepared the 
ground since March. Five evangelistic reaping meetings, preached by 
teenagers, took place simultaneously in July and early august. i was 
blessed to hear one of these young people preach an evangelistic ser-
mon, and it was presented as well as any evangelist could have done. 
From these meetings, scores of people who made decisions to follow 
Jesus came together for a great baptism on august 5.

our summer Magabook program has also been in full swing with 
student literature evangelists knocking on the doors of 350,000 homes 
in Central Florida, Fort Pierce, and Miami. as a result, many people are 
already taking bible studies from youth bible workers who are specifi-
cally assigned to make follow up visits.

among the newest outreach ministries based in Florida is the lay 
institute For evangelism (liFe) which welcomed its first class of stu-

dents this summer in orlando. this ministry 
is sponsored by asi and supported by the 
generous donation from the estate of a sev-
enth-day adventist businessman, larry shar-
ley. recently, i met with the class of 16 high 
school-age young people and was inspired to 
see their love for Jesus and dedication to shar-
ing the Gospel.

in addition, our youth Department, under 
the leadership of bill Crofton, is developing a 
pilot youth evangelism project that will im-
pact soul winning in 2008.

keep praying for our young people and 
for Jesus to “do for us exceedingly, abun-
dantly, above all that we can ask or think.” 
—Ephesians 3:20 

Cover: Gale Jones Murphy’s music ministry has 
touched hearts worldwide through her compos-
ing, directing, playing, and singing. recently, 
Gale moved to nashville, tennessee, leaving 
behind a grand piano full of memories and im-
ages of her infectious smile. eternally grateful 
for Gale’s contributions to God’s work in Florida 
Conference, we say, “thanks for the memories.”

Cover PHoto: lee bennett
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Gale Jones Murphy shared this testiMony  
With the audienCe at florida ConferenCe  
CaMp MeetinG, saturday niGht, May 24, 2008:

It’s such a blessing to be able to share music. 
the lord has blessed me in full-time music 

ministry for the last five years now. those of 
you who knew me from Florida Conference 
knew me as the music teacher and choral direc-
tor right here at Forest lake academy where i 
served for more than ten years.

in fact, i’m curious, are there any people sit-
ting here in the audience or watching by satellite 
who i ever taught, or perhaps i taught your child 
or your grandchildren? i see hands all over the 
place. this makes me feel very old, and i’m still 
only 29 years old in my mind. God is so good!

i wanted to share a quick story with you 
about how God has blessed me. Music ministry 
is not just something i do when i’m sitting at the 
piano or when i’m standing and singing. Music 
ministry is my entire life. i don’t get up on stage 
or do anything unless i’ve talked to God first.

last year, coming back from a music confer-
ence in virginia, i was waiting to catch my plane 
to orlando. because of a massive storm here, we 
were delayed three hours.

so, while sitting there, i am watching 
people as they get on and off their planes. i’m 

Gale Jones Murphy
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Music Ministry  
 Is My Entire Life

a people watcher. i like to 
look at people and try to 
figure out who they are and 
what their story might be. 

i see a family with small 
children. i guess they’re 
coming to Florida to visit 
theme parks. i see an elderly 
couple, and i assume that 
they are retired and return-
ing home. i see people with 
attaché cases, and i imagine 
they are on business trips.

then i see one man. He 
doesn’t look like me. He’s an 
elderly Caucasian man wear-
ing coveralls with a red plaid 
shirt, and he’s wearing a cap 
with a rebel flag on the front.

now, for some people, the rebel flag 
is a sign of heritage; but, for me, it was 
a sign of racism, and i prayed a quick 
prayer, “oh, God, do not let me sit next 
to that man on the plane. and God was 
so good. He answered my prayer.

However, just before i got on that 
plane, God told me to do something 
very unusual after i learned of a change 
in the flight plan that would take us to 
Ft. lauderdale. He said, “reserve a car.” 

i argued, “but God i’m going home.”
He said, “reserve a rental car.”
so, i’m obedient to God. if God tells 

me to do something, i do it. Well, i re-
served the rental car, got on the plane, 
and bypassed the man with the rebel 
flag as i went to my seat.

When we got on the plane, an  
announcement reminded the passen-
gers, “We’re not going to orlando be-
cause of the storm. We’re going to Fort 
lauderdale. that’s three hours away, 
and once you get there, we’ll let you 
connect on another flight to orlando.”

it was nearly 10:30 p.m. when we 
landed. i went to the ticket agent who 
said, “i’m sorry, all the planes are gone 
for the night. the next flight out is at 8 

in the morning. We have no flights, and 
we have no hotels. We’re so sorry.”

i smiled, because, remember, the last 
thing God told me to do was to reserve 
a rental car. so i’m happy. and i said, 
“thank you, Jesus, i’ve got a rental car. 
i can drive to orlando.”

the next person in line behind me 
was the man with the rebel flag. He 
heard the same information, as the 
ticket agent said to him, “sir, we have 
no more flights tonight. this man let 
out a stream of curse words that i had 
never heard before. He was so angry. He 
said, “you don’t understand. i’ve got to 
get to orlando before 8 in the morning. 
you just don’t understand.”

i walked away with a smile on my 
face thinking “thank you, God, for let-
ting me have a car!” suddenly, the smile 
faded. “no, you didn’t God. no, i didn’t 
hear you say that.”

yes, He did. you know what God told 
me to do, don’t you? i turned around 
and i heard my mouth say, “sir, would 
you like to ride with me to orlando?”

He looked at me and said, “you 
would let me ride with you?”

“i’m just as surprised as you,” i said, 
“but God told me to ask you to get in 
my car, so we’re riding to orlando.”

and what a strange sight we were—
this black woman and this white man. 
He’s carrying my suitcases, walking five 
paces behind me. i’m looking like the 
Queen of england. We bypass everyone 
in the long reservation line and go to an 
empty line for those who had made res-
ervations. they hand me the car keys.

i call my husband and say, “Honey, 
i’m driving home with a man i don’t 
know. He has a rebel flag on his cap. i 
don’t know his name, but God told me 
to pick him up.”

William said, “let’s pray. i will be 
awake when you get home.”

the story continued to unfold as we 
drove to orlando. this man needed 

to meet me, because he had never met 
God. see, he was angry with God. His 
wife was dying of ovarian cancer, and 
he was on his way to visit his son in fed-
eral prison. that next morning was his 
son’s birthday. if he was not at the pris-
on when the gates opened, he wouldn’t 
be allowed to get in. His daughter was 
strung out on crack cocaine. His grand-
son was autistic.

“if there is a God, He would make 
life better for me,” the man said. “He 
doesn’t exist. He doesn’t love me.”

“yes, sir, God loves you, and i know 
He does, because He told me to pick 
you up in this car.”

and so all the way from Ft. lauder-
dale to orlando we talked about God, 
and that night, John accepted Jesus 
Christ as his personal lord and savior.

that’s what music ministry is about! 
it’s not just about singing. i want you to 
realize there’s more to what you see here 
on stage. it’s about witnessing for God.

Gale, We’ll Miss you, too!
sixteen days after Gale told the above 

story at Camp Meeting, she wrote to her 
colleagues, “i just wanted to inform you 
i’m leaving Florida Conference and will 
move to nashville, tennessee, by the 
beginning of august. i’ll miss you all. 
i’ve accepted a teaching position as  
choral director at brentwood academy, 
a private, nondenominational, Chris-
tian middle school and high school. 
they contacted me the tuesday after 
Camp Meeting. i drove to tennessee 
for an interview on Friday, May 30, and 
was hired on Monday, June 2.”

later, Gale shared the news that she 
also accepted an invitation to serve as 
minister of music at riverside Chapel 
seventh-day adventist Church in nash-
ville, and that William, her husband, 
would continue his work as a field  
representative with Christian record 
services for the blind. 
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the following e-mail from  
allan Martin was recently re-
ceived by Camp kulaqua and 
Florida Conference as a testi-
mony to the Camp’s ministry.

I wanted to share my deep 
appreciation for the min-

istry of Camp kulaqua 
and the importance of 
youth/young adult min-
istry to the kingdom.

Deirdre [my wife] and i 
were sad that we couldn’t 
serve as camp pastoral family 
for at least one of your weeks, 
but we were eager to pursue 
our daughter alexa’s inter-
est to attend. thank you so 
much for your gracious help 
to bring this wish to fruition.

alexa invited a childhood 
friend to join her for Junior 
Camp this year. While we 
were church planting in Cel-
ebration, we fostered close 
relationships with many of 
the community families. all 
of these neighborhood fami-
lies were well aware of our 
faith, very accommodating, 
and often curious about our 
values and faith practices.

since we moved from 
Florida, alexa has remained 
in touch with many of her 
classmates and expressed 
a desire to invite angela 
to Camp kulaqua. as we 
investigated the possibili-
ties, we were surprised by 

the receptivity of angela’s 
parents who are Catholic.

We were touched by the 
mother’s response, say-
ing, “We know how you 
have raised alexa and feel 
comfortable with a camp 
program you are will-
ing to send her to.”

i’ll let the attached web-
blog entry by alexa share 
with you the rest of the 
story, only making men-
tion that upon camp 
conclusion and pick up, 
angela eagerly shared with 
her parents, “i want to 
come back next year!”

so, i send this letter to 
you and your staff, as well 
as Conference leadership, to 
endorse the valuable min-
istry our camp program 
offers. Christ’s Great Com-
mission was accomplished 
by a 12-year-old girl in 
partnership with your staff 
and the Camp kulaqua set-
ting. i have no doubt thou-
sands of Christian children 
and their invited friends 
are blessed by your minis-
try and that the kingdom 
is added to as a result.

on behalf of alexa, her 
parents (Deirdre and me), 
angela, and the count-
less other young friends 
like her, thank you so very 
much! Camp kulaqua is a 
powerful means of sharing 
Jesus with our world. 

Camp Ministries Accomplishes 
the Great Commission

Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries

Youth Taking 
On the World 

For Christ

editor’s note: We chose to retain the generational vernacular 
of alexa’s writing rather than risk destroying the emotion 
conveyed in her message by editing for publication style.

THANK U JESUS! ContributeD by  alexanDria Martin

Hey ya’ll. I just wanted to share one of the most 
amazing experiences that I had @ camp last week.

My BFF [best friend forever] came with me 2 the 
SDA camp and she is not SDA. On Fri night there 
was a VERY, I MEAN VERY powerful play about ur 
connection with Jesus and how sometimes it may seem 
He’s far far away but its actually you who is 2 busy 2 pay 
attn. 2 Him cuz u don’t have a friendship with Him.

Well yes I was a wet mess and I cried thru most of 
the play. All 15 girls that were in my cabin cried. Then 
the pastor asked if anyone wanted to give their hearts 
to Jesus and Angela asked me if I would come up to 
the front with her. OM GOODNESS! I was so happy! 
I started crying so hard! Thank U JESUS! I’ve known 
Angela 7 years and I’ve been praying 4 this 4 so long! 
SHE GAVE HER HEART TO JESUS! I AM SO HAPPY!

Then we left the Chapel and we went to this field 2 
pray. By now all of our noses were stuffed up and our 
eyes were so red, but we were so happy and sad at the 
same time. We stayed there and prayed 4 at least half 
an hour and were the last group to leave. Angela said 
this camp had changed her life and I am so glad!

I know that she’s not an 
SDA and that she doesn't 
believe all the same things 
as we do, but I am praying 
that Jesus will continue 
to live and thrive in her 
heart so that she may 
begin to know him better.

Even though camp 
came to an end, its 
actually the beginning of 
something new. Please 
keep her in ur prayers. 

Alexa Martin, right, invited her best friend, Angela, to summer 
camp at Camp Kulaqua in High Springs.
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local churches 
seeking ideas and 

resources for reaching 
youth may contact:

Florida Conference 
youth/young  

adult Ministries
(407) 644-5000 x129
empowerequip.com
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by Martin butler, 
sunsHine Waters

“Do you have a 
youth class?” 

asked sunshine 
Waters, an associate 
with the Florida Con-
ference bible Prophecy 
Made simple evange-
listic team, when she 
saw kyle lee standing 
in the church hall-
way during sabbath 
school time. sunshine 
and her evangelist 
husband, bill, were 
in the second week 
of a series of meet-
ings at the bonita 
springs Church.

When his answer 
was, “no,” sunshine 
asked if he would like 
to meet with her in 
the mother’s room. 
Here, 18-year-old kyle 
told her about the his-
tory of the church and 
how his grandfather 
had cleared the land 
where the church 
now stands and how 
his father led a crew 
in laying the cement 
block for the church.

the Holy spirit 
impressed sunshine 
to talk to kyle about 
elijah who was taken 
to heaven in a chariot, 
and how he threw 
down his mantle to 
elisha who accepted 
the mantle and car-
ried on the work of 
the lord. then, sun-
shine, asked kyle if 
he would be willing 
to accept the mantle 
from his grandfather 
and father by helping 
to get a youth sab-
bath school started.

kyle was willing to 
“give it a shot” if he 
had help. the church 

united behind him 
with the promise of 
prayer support for 
him and the number 
of youth visitors at-

tending the bible 
Prophecy Made simple 
presentations. each 
night, youth visitors 
were incorporated 

into the praise sing-
ing, video mixing, 
parking, spanish 
translating, and chil-
dren’s programming.

kyle began asking 
his contemporaries 
to come to the youth 
room for sabbath 
school. His mother 
made breakfast pizza 
and hash brown cas-
serole, and kyle spent 
four hours picking and 
washing oranges and 
squeezing fresh juice 
as part of a sabbath 
snackfest to attract the 
young visitors.

soon, the youth and 
others began decorat-
ing the room with a 
seashore theme. two 
large ceramic foot-
prints remind the 
youth to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. be-
cause Jesus is the light 
of the World, three 
lighthouses, are also 
part of the decor. on 

June 28, two young 
teenage girls who 
attend the sabbath 
school were baptized.

recently, kyle 
passed the torch of 
leadership in the newly 
formed youth depart-
ment to his good 
friend, Wes tuya, who 
assisted in starting the 
youth sabbath school 
at bonita springs.

kyle, who lives in 
naples, was invited 
by Herb boothby at 
the naples Church 
to help increase the 
youth attendance at 
sabbath school. He is 
also helping restart the 
Pathfinder program. 
the first sabbath kyle 
was in naples, he in-
vited a new friend who 
continues attending.

When asked about 
leading out in youth 
programs, kyle re-
sponded, “if i can do 
it, anybody can.” 

Mantle passed to third Generation— 
neW MeMber starts youth sabbath sChool

Kyle Lee’s grandmother, Betty Bird, and his mother, Cheryle, were present 
when Kyle received a certificate of appreciation to honor three generations of 
family members who contributed to building up the Bonita Springs Church.

Kyle accepted the mantle to help start a youth Sab-
bath School class in the Bonita Springs Church be-
fore he was baptized by David Eglinger, lay pastor, 
during Bill and Sunshine Waters’ Bible Prophecy 
Made Simple evangelistic meetings.

Kyle Lee 
picked up 
the mantle 
from his 

grandfather, 
Richard Bird, 
and father, 
Larry Lee, 
to carry on 
God’s work 
in Bonita 
Springs.
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Mike and Dottie Cauley 
brought stories to life 
about the miracle work-
ing power of God’s Holy 
spirit on people’s lives:

terry WilliaMson

terry, a student 
Magabook worker 
(pictured above at mi-
crophone with sum-
mer program leaders), 
was a drug-using gang 
member before he 
met Jesus. still owing 
money to a friend who 
was a drug dealer, ter-
ry wished he could use 
the money for other 
needs in his new life. 
He went to the friend’s 
house, gave him the 
money, and began 
telling his testimony 
of a changed life. the 
hard-core drug dealer 
began to cry, reached 
in his pocket, and gave 
the money back to 
terry, saying, “i can’t 
take this from you.”

yolanda & alina ortíz

yolanda, alina, and 
three other family 
members became ad-
ventists after a Maga-
book worker knocked 
on their door. they 
didn’t have money for 
books, so the worker 
left a copy of Steps to 

Christ. later, the fam-
ily saw a newspaper ad 
for free bible studies. 
they are now mem-
bers of the Westchester 
spanish Church.

reuben overMan

reuben, 29, was 
impressed by God to 
stop by the brandon 
Church. the same 
day, God impressed 
member tom Grattan 
to water plants at 
the church. the two 
met, and, although 
they were 50 years 
apart in age, a friend-
ship ensued. after 
seven years of study-
ing the bible with 
tom, reuben gave up 
drugs and his destruc-
tive lifestyle, and was 
baptized. today, he 
is involved in prison 
ministry and preaches 
at his home church.

pearl Johnson

Pearl, 15, is part of a 
youth group at Cross-
roads life-changing 
Ministries in ocala 

doing outreach in the 
community as well as 
in new orleans and 
atlanta. Her greatest 
challenge is attend-
ing public school; 
yet, even there, she 
witnesses to students 
and teachers. early 
this year, she and two 
friends started a week-
ly prayer group at the 
school and have had 
20–25 people come to 
share prayer requests.

MiChael Cates

Michael’s spine was 
severed in three places 
when he was crushed 
underneath a lift, leav-
ing him a paraplegic. 
the lord led Michael 
to the Mount Dora 
life-changing Min-
istries Church. in the 
course of studying the 
bible, he was encour-
aged to choose a day 
when he would walk 
again. His prayer was 
answered when, on 
Christmas day, he  
proposed to his girl-
friend from a standing 
position. From then 
on, his wife-to-be 
helped him learn to 
walk again. Miracu-
lously, he walked un-
aided to the platform 
at Camp Meeting.

ruth bonet

ruth, 18, is as-
sistant Director for 
the High springs 
Pathfinder Club. she 
also teaches a baptis-
mal class using the 28 
Fundamental beliefs. 
at her high school last 
year, she talked with 
classmates who would 
ask questions of ruth. 
this year, one girl gave 
her heart to Jesus.

Jonathan hall

Jonathan nearly 
lost his life in a mo-
torcycle accident that 
resulted in the loss of 
both legs below the 
knees. “When i woke 
up in the ditch, i had 
a warm, comforting 
feeling that i would 
be okay.” through 
prayer, he was spared 
a second time after 
life-threatening infec-
tions set in. Jonathan 
was raised an adven-
tist and had slipped 
away from the Church 
before the accident. 
“in a way, i’m glad all 

this happened. i’ve 
had a chance to give 
my life back to God.”

peter & Marisol raMos

Peter watched Doug 
batchelor on Amazing 
Facts, then ordered 
videos that he and 
Marisol began watch-
ing every evening. one 
day, they received a 
flyer for lester Pratt’s 
Prophecy expo and 
assumed it was from 
Amazing Facts. they 
attended the meet-
ings, fell in love with 
Jesus, and were bap-
tized at the Ft. My-
ers shores Church.

tiffany Gedeon

tiffany, 17, has 
worked with Path-
finders since fourth 
grade. as director of 
the Clearwater Church 
Pathfinder Club that 
helps with a street 
ministry and serves 
lunch to the home-
less, tiffany says, 
“i feel very blessed 
to be involved.”

personal testiMonies hiGhliGht CaMp MeetinG 2008
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by GlaDys neiGel

Gerson santos was chosen by the 
Florida Conference executive 

Committee on november 27, 2007, 
to serve as evangelism Director and 
Church Planting Coordinator.

born in brazil, he received his 
bachelor of arts degree from the 
adventist College of theology and 
a master’s degree in theology from 
the latin-american adventist semi-
nary in são Paulo, brazil. in 2007, he 
completed his D.Min. program at an-
drews university with his research in 
Equipping and Mobilizing the Laity.

Gerson started his pastoral min-
istry 25 years ago and later served as 
departmental director and ministerial 
secretary for são Paulo Conference and 
Central brazil union. in 1994, he came 

to the united states to pastor churches 
in southern new england Conference.

in 2001, Gerson moved to Greater 
new york Conference as sabbath 

school and Personal Ministries Direc-
tor. in addition, he was elected Portu-
guese Ministry Director for the north 
american Division in 2006. He contin-
ues in this position along with his du-
ties at Florida Conference.

Gerson’s wife, leila, has taught in the 
adventist school system for more than 
20 years. they have two children: anne 
elise, 23, who is married to a pastor and 
lives in brazil where she is teaching in 
an adventist school, and Jefferson, 21, 
who is currently majoring in account-
ing and religion at southern adventist 
university, Collegedale, tennessee.

Gerson’s main goal for the evange-
lism Department is to make disciples. 
“We want to challenge each church 
member to become a disciple,” he says, 
“and each church to become a disciple-
ship training center for evangelism.” 

by GlaDys neiGel

Duane rollins was selected as 
Florida Conference treasurer 

by the executive Committee on May 
20, 2008. He was born in Missouri 
and grew up in indiana where he at-
tended indiana university and ma-
jored in business administration.

Duane was a self-employed busi-
nessman with three associates when he 
sensed the lord tugging at his heart to 
work for Him. two years later, he felt 
ready to heed a call if one came his way.

Within a week after Duane expressed 
his readiness to take whatever steps God 
directed, it was clear how the business 
would be handled. almost sooner than 
he and his associates could conclude 
their business obligations, all but three 
of the 40+ employees were channeled 
into other employment or found new 
jobs. Duane’s prayers concerning the 
future of the business and the well- 
being of the employees were answered.

With everything falling into place, 
Duane accepted a call to Powell, Wyo-
ming, where al McClure, Wyoming 
Conference President, invited him to 
pastor a church district. With his busi-
ness background, he was encouraged to 

run for an elected position on the local 
municipal hospital board. in this posi-
tion, he was instrumental in bringing 
four adventist doctors to the area, as 
well as playing a part in having adven-
tist Health system contract-manage 
another hospital in his district.

of his time as a pastor, Duane says, 
“it was the very best introduction i 
could have had to what later became my 
true calling in Church administrative 
responsibilities.” From the Wyoming 

pastorate, he became stewardship direc-
tor and then treasurer of the association 
and vice president for industries for the 
newly formed rocky Mountain Confer-
ence, combining the Colorado and Wy-
oming Conferences, with headquarters 
in Denver, Colorado.

next, overseas service beckoned with 
a call to be treasurer of Guam Micro-
nesia Mission. later, Duane moved to 
the Philippines to become treasurer of 
southern asia Pacific Division in Ma-
nila before returning to the states to 
become treasurer of the illinois Confer-
ence. He will join the Florida Confer-
ence family september 1.

President Mike Cauley says, “Duane 
rollins is a very gifted and capable indi-
vidual. He is known as a treasurer who 
takes the perspective of the employee 
and works hard to meet their needs. 
at the same time, the lord has given 
him an extraordinary gift for analyti-
cal thinking and problem-solving with 
regard to financial management. We are 
truly grateful that he and Marilyn are 
joining our Conference family.”

Duane is assisted in ministry by his 
wife, Marilyn, who has centered her life 
and career around teaching elementary 
young people. 

duane rollins seleCted as neW ConferenCe treasurer

Gerson santos Chosen as neW evanGelisM direCtor  
and ChurCh plantinG Coordinator
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Tom Verrill AccepTs 
Vice presidenT 

posiTion AT souThern 
AdVenTisT uniVersiTy

Tom Verrill, 
Florida Con-

ference Treasurer 
for the past five 
years, has ac-
cepted a call 
to be the Vice 

President of Financial Admin-
istration at Southern Adventist 
University in Collegedale, Ten-
nessee. His wife, Carole, was an 
Associate Pastor for Children and 
Family Life Ministries at Florida 
Hospital Church in Orlando.

President Mike Cauley, while 
acknowledging that Tom will be 
missed, shares, “Tom is a person 
who has great insight into man-
agement and administrative mat-
ters, and I’m always blessed by his 
presence in the committee room.

“We appreciated his friendli-
ness, his approachableness, his 
sense of fairness, and his sense of 
commitment to the Lord and to 
the Church. His wisdom, experi-
ence, and knowledge have made a 
tremendous contribution to Flor-
ida Conference on many levels.”

May God bless Tom, Carole, 
and their children, Katie,  
Andrew, and Christina, in their 
new home in Tennessee.

The year 2007 will go into the history 
books as a year of financial uncer-

tainty for the entire united states, and 
particularly for the state of Florida. the 
year saw troubled financial markets, a 
plummeting housing environment with 
near record foreclosures, dropping in-
terest rates, and a crisis in the banking 
arena. to top it off, the state of Florida 
experienced a net decrease in total pop-
ulation for the first time in many years.

against this most challenging back-
drop, Florida Conference has much for 
which to be thankful. in spite of a low 
tithe increase, the Conference expe-
rienced its third consecutive positive 
financial year. We hope this summary 
helps you better understand how your 
tithes and offerings are managed, and 
we thank you for your interest in your 
conference’s finances.

What Was the bottoM line for 2007?
2007 ended reasonably well finan-

cially in light of the flat tithe for the 
year. tithe for the year barely kept pace 
with 2006, ending at a 0.39% increase.

tithe inCoMe

10-year tithe GroWth trend

even with the low tithe increase, the 
Conference experienced a $2.4 million 
operating gain for the year.

Gain/loss froM reGular operations

What key faCtors Contributed to 
the positive operations for 2007?

Health Care Costs: the primary 
factor that helped 2007 end with an 
operating gain was savings experienced 
in the area of health care costs. Medi-
cal expenses ended the year more than 
$1.15 million less than the amount 
budgeted. these savings were, at least in 
part, the result of a contract with blue 
Cross and blue shield that the north 
american Division entered into a few 
years ago, allowing for greater discounts 
for medical services.

health Care Costs

Conference Departments: in ad-
dition to savings in the area of health 
care, the Conference departmental di-
rectors continue to do a wonderful job 
administering their operating budgets. 
the overall programming costs for 
Conference operations came in under 
budget once again.

florida ConferenCe finanCial suMMary 2007
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The Verrill family pictured at their 
Italian Bistro-themed farewell party 
at the Florida Conference office.
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What is the operatinG debt 
situation for the ConferenCe?

as reported in previous years, be-
tween December 2003 and the middle 
of 2004, the Conference borrowed $9 
million to fund operating shortfalls. as 
of 2007 year end, the balance owed was 
$2.25 million; down more than $1.46 
million from the previous year-end bal-
ance of $3.7 million. as of June 2008, 
the debt balance had been reduced to 
approximately $1.5 million. We hope 
this debt is completely eliminated by 
the end of 2009.

hoW are the ConferenCe reserves?
Conference operating reserves have 

steadily increased over the past six 
years. at year end 2002, reserves were 
almost at $0. We can praise God they 
now stand at 100% of the amount 
recommended for conferences in the 
north american Division working 
policy. this is up 13% from the reserves 
balance at the beginning of 2007.

6-year WorkinG Capital trend 
(reCoMMended operatinG reserves)

Maintaining a healthy level of oper-
ating reserves provides the Conference 
the financial stability needed to face the 
ebbs and flows inherent in today’s tu-
multuous economic environment.

What finanCial ChallenGes still faCe the 
ConferenCe durinG 2008 and beyond? 

the lord has blessed in many mi-
raculous ways in the past few years as 
we have sought to address the financial 
challenges of the Conference. even so, 
there are still some significant challeng-
es that need our attention as we look 
to the future. Following is a list of the 
most urgent financial issues with which 
we will continue to wrestle during the 
upcoming years:

1. Minimal tithe increases. the Con-
ference is currently facing a signifi-
cant challenge in the area of tithe 
income. the 0.39% tithe increase in 
2007 was not enough to keep pace 
with the inflationary increases in 
expenses. this required us to make 
budgetary reductions in 2008 to 
balance the budget. so far in 2008 
(through June), the year-to-date tithe 
for the Conference is 4.78% ahead 
of the same period in 2007. after a 
strong January, the tithe in 2008 has 
been slightly less than the amounts 
received in 2007. if the tithe were to 
stay flat for the rest of 2008, it will 
challenge the current year’s opera-
tions and will make it nearly impos-
sible to balance the 2009 operating 
budget without additional adjust-
ments to operations. 

2. Cost of living salary adjustments. 
in 2006, the Conference took the 
first small step in implementing cost 
of living adjustments in accordance 
with the denominational salary plan. 
since that time, we have been unable 
to implement any additional cost 
of living adjustments to employees’ 
salaries. this leaves the Conference 
well behind in this area compared 
to where we need to be. With the 
tremendous cost increases in hous-
ing, real estate tax, gas, food, and 
insurance the state of Florida has ex-
perienced over the past several years, 
it is important that we continue to 
actively address this issue in the 
coming years in order to attract and 
retain good employees, and so our 
employees can adequately manage 
their financial obligations.

3. Operations of related entities. a 
high priority of the treasury de-
partment is continuing to monitor 

the operations of our related enti-
ties. We are interested to see all of 
our churches, elementary schools, 
academies, and other organizations 
functioning well financially, both 
for the success of their ministries 
and mission, as well as for the over-
all financial stability of the church 
body as a whole. We recognize that 
the property insurance premium 
increases experienced in 2006 placed 
a strain on many local entities’ bud-
gets. We are committed to doing all 
we can to keep these costs as low as 
possible and have kept the insurance 
costs consistent for the past couple of 
years. it is vital that each entity stay 
current with all of its accounts and 
remittances to the Conference to en-
sure the health of the entire system.

4. Assisting churches purchase land 
and buildings. one of the issues that 
has been an ongoing challenge over 
the past several years is addressing 
the desire of many of our congrega-
tions to purchase their own church 
property. the high cost of real es-
tate and construction in Florida has 
made this difficult for many church 
families. How to deal with this issue 
within denominational policies and 
in a manner that does not put the 
church in financial jeopardy is a ma-
jor challenge. We must continue to 
research creative and financially re-
sponsible ways that can strategically 
address this growing problem.

i want to conclude by thanking 
you, the employees and constituents of 
Florida Conference, for your support. 
as you are now aware, i have taken a 
call to be the vice President of Financial 
administration for southern adventist 
university in Collegedale, tennessee, 
and began my duties there on June 1.

it has been my sincere privilege to 
serve the constituents of this great 
Conference for the past five years. the 
dedication and faithfulness of each one 
of you has been a blessing and a source 
of inspiration to me.

My prayers will continue to be with 
Florida Conference and its members, 
and i am confident that the lord will 
bless and lead you as you advance His 
mission in this wonderful territory. 

—toM verrill
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by Marya latson

It was Friday after-
noon, and i had a 

three-hour journey 
from tallahassee to 
bunnell in which to 
clear my thoughts. 
While i traveled, i let 
worries occupy my 
mind. With the sab-
bath approaching, i 
determined not to let 
financial woes rob me 
of a sabbath’s rest and 
blessing in the home 
of my best friend.

at the moment 
i walked through 
shirley’s front door, 
i found her engaged 
in a heated debate 
with her 16-year-old 
son, llewellen, about 
returning tithes and 
giving an offering. 
llewellen had just 
received his first-ever 
paycheck, and he was 
unwilling to return a 
tenth to God.

He told his mother 
that God didn’t need 

his money. His mea-
sly paycheck of $40 
wasn’t much, so why 
should he give up $4? 
this question is one 
that many Christians 
ask themselves. every 
time i reflect upon this 
query, i am reminded 
of what occurred that 
night, 16 years ago.

Prior to arriving at 
shirley’s house, i had 
fretted throughout the 
journey about not hav-
ing any money to stay 
in a tampa hotel while 
i took the two-day 
Florida bar exam. the 
exam was only a week 
away, and i didn’t 
know where i would 
get the money.

Having gradu-
ated from law school 
two months earlier, i 
didn’t have the heart 
to beg anybody for 
the needed funds who 
had already given me 
a graduation gift. as 
always, i had returned 
my tithe first when i 

received money. now, 
i was broke. i had to 
trust God to work out 
my problem.

shirley, unaware of 
my personal money 
issues, was verbally 
throttling her son as 
i walked through her 
front door. immedi-
ately incorporating me 
into the debate, she 
asked me to tell her 
son why he must re-
turn a tithe to God.

knowing the life 
story of both shirley 
and her teenage son, i 
proceeded to explain 
to llewellen that it was 
because of returning 
tithe to God that the 
Heavenly Father had 
blessed his mother 
with the finances and 
Christian friends with 
funds to bring him 
through the entangled 
web of the immigra-
tion process from his 
native trinidad.

i further explained 
that it was the practice 
of returning God’s 
tithe that kept his 
mother in good health 
and in a job. i talked 
until i ran out of rea-
sons. Frustrated with 
the conversation, his 
mother asked me if i 
could play a cassette 
tape with a certain 
Christian song on it to 
soothe her nerves.

returning to my car 
for the tape, i reached 
under the driver’s 
seat where i thought 
it had fallen. reach-
ing underneath the 
seat in the dark, i felt 
something unusual. 
it was too soft to be a 
cassette. not recogniz-
ing the feel of what i 
touched, i turned on 
my car’s interior lights. 
in the dim lighting, i 

discovered that i was 
holding an emerald 
green vinyl Mickey 
Mouse® wallet that i 
had never seen before. 

Curious, i opened 
the wallet. it contained 
$175 in various bill 
denominations, five 
quarters, and a slip 
of paper upon which 
was written “Fe-
liz navidad!” [“Merry 
Christmas” in Spanish.] 

S

hines a Light On Tithin
g

Reaching under the car seat, 

Marya felt something unusual— 

a Mickey Mouse® wallet that 

she had never seen before.
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Seeds are being sown. the Holy 
spirit is watering. the son is 

shining down. truth is growing in 
the hearts of honest souls. a harvest 
for God’s kingdom is coming this 
october through December.

Many local churches will hold 
live reaping meetings. a net satel-
lite series, october 24–november 
29, with evangelist Mark Finley 

will air live worldwide on the Hope 
Channel from Forest lake Church 
in apopka. Florida Conference 
evangelist rolando de los ríos will 
conduct a spanish-language series 
november 1–8 at Miami Central 
spanish Church. a grand celebra-
tion and baptism will culminate 
both campaigns, December 6, at 
Forest lake academy in apopka. Mark Finley Rolando de los Ríos

harvest 2008
“a tiMe to plant and a tiMe to harvest.” —eCClesiastes 3:2
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A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html

Coming Events

OngOIng EVEnTS ––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellow-

ship dinners, outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, 
djmiller4000@embarqmail.com, or (386) 789-3235.

Evangelism Series.
Aug. 30-Oct. 4. Melbourne. Lester and Zula Pratt.
Oct. 5-Nov. 25. DeLand. Bill and Sunshine Waters.
Oct. 9-Oct. 26. Miami Temple. Lester and Zula Pratt.
Nov. 1-8. La Red 2008 from Miami Central Spanish.  

Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955.  

Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956.  
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/  
or order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Oct. 4: Jacksonville Southpoint. Oct. 5: Jacksonville First, Orange Cove,  

St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast, New Smyrna Beach. (Southeastern 
Conference: Jacksonville Ephesus.) Oct. 11: Naples. Oct. 12: Ft. Myers, 
Ft. Myers Shores, Arcadia, Lakeland, Lakeview, Winter Haven. Oct. 18: 
Sunrise. Oct. 19: Plantation, Lauderhill, Temple Adventiste in Deer-
field Beach. (Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.) Oct. 25: St. Peters-
burg. Oct. 26: Clearwater, New Port Richey, Spring Hill, Brooksville, 
East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant City.

Nov. 1: Tallahassee. Nov. 2: Perry, Cross City, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores, 
Belleview, Inverness. Nov. 8: Port Charlotte. Nov. 9: North Port, Venice-
Nokomis, Sarasota, West Coast Christian Academy in Bradenton, 
Brandon, Tampa First. Nov. 15: West Palm Beach. Nov. 16: Midport 
Road in Port St. Lucie, Ft. Pierce, Cocoa, Titusville. (Southeastern  
Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm Bay.)

Planned Giving Clinics and Seminars.
Sept. 13. DeLand.  Oct. 4-5. Plantation.
Sept. 20. South Brevard.  Oct. 18. Mt. Dora.
Sept. 27. Victory in Port St. Lucie. Nov. 15-16. Winter Haven.

AuguSt 2008 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Liberación (Hispanic youth rally). Aug. 22-23. Tampa Bay area. Details: 

(407) 644-5000 x129.
Shepherd’s Rod Symposium. Aug. 23. Ambassador Church, Lauder-

dale Lakes. 4:00 p.m. Ex-Shepherd’s Rod Leader Ismael Rodriguez 
discusses the Shepherd’s Rod movement and how Adventist Church 
members should relate. Details: (407) 644-5000 x124.

SepteMber 2008 ––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spanish-language Men’s Ministries Convention. Sept. 13. Ephe-

sus Junior Academy, West Palm Beach. 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Theme: Hombres de Valor. Cost: $10 with lunch provided. Details: 
domilco@hotmail.com, (813) 356-1293 x232, or (813) 505-2236.

Children’s Ministries Fall Convention. Sept. 19-21. Camp Kulaqua, 
High Springs. Theme: Transformed By His Love. Cost: Mini Lodge, 
$110 per person; Chalet, $120 per person. Details: rburrill@cfl.rr.com, 
(407) 644-5000 x136, or (321) 303-7699.

West Coast Youth Rally. Sept. 27. New Port Richey Church. Details: 
(407) 644-5000 x129.

OctOber 2008 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––
High School Bible Conference. Oct. 9-12. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. 

Details: (407) 644-5000 x129.
South Florida Youth Rally. Oct. 18. Host church: Fort Myers. Details: 

(407) 644-5000 x129.
College/University Leadership Retreat. Oct. 24-25. Stillwaters Lodge at 

Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Details: (407) 644-5000 x129.

although no name 
was on the paper, a car 
rental agency business 
card was attached.

What a find! 
Within the portals of 
the car my dad had 
purchased as a used 
vehicle three months 
earlier was the blessing 
i needed. i wondered 
how long the wallet 
had been there.

When my dad gave 
me the car in april, i 
cleaned it inside and 
out. before he pur-
chased it, the dealer-
ship had cleaned the 
car. apparently, the 
car had been a rental 
vehicle before it was 
sold to the dealership 
where it most likely 
had been inspected 
and cleaned after each 
rental. yet, no one 
found the wallet.

With my wonder-
ful blessing in hand, 
i ran back into the 
house with glee. i 
shouted to llewellen, 
“this is why we pay 
tithe!” looking at 
me in bewilderment, 

he asked, “What are 
you talking about?”

i showed him the 
green wallet and con-
tents, explaining that 
i didn’t know where 
this wallet had come 
from. i didn’t know 
whose it was, but i 
knew it now belonged 
to me as a special 
blessing from God.

When i calmed 
down, i read Malachi 
3:10 to him. God told 
israel that when they 
returned the tithe to 
Him, He would “open 
the windows of heav-
en” and pour out such 
a blessing “that there 
shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” 
i told him that Chris-
tians are spiritual 
israelites, and that we 
receive the same bless-
ing from God when we 
obey His command-
ments, because God 
never changes. [Mala-
chi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8]

even though i never 
did find the miss-
ing cassette tape, the 
three of us enjoyed a 

wonderful sabbath. i 
was blessed. i had the 
funds needed to pay 
for a stay in a tampa 
hotel while i took the 
bar exam. shirley was 
blessed. llewellen, 
understood the bless-
ings of returning tithe, 
and he was blessed by 
having witnessed a 
modern-day miracle. 
God’s word to the is-
raelites thousands of 
years earlier was now 
real to him.

as we settled down 
for Friday evening 
worship, we were all 
reminded of how God 
still works miracles 
in the lives of every-
day people. God had 
concealed this wal-
let for just the right 
moment. it was truly 
amazing that no one 
had discovered this 
treasure before now. 
Glancing at the note 
once again, i smiled at 
the words “Feliz navi-
dad” and recognized 
that God had given 
all of us a Christmas 
present in July. 

Shirley Layne, a faithful charter member of the Palm Coast 

church, died tragically in an automobile accident on July 16, 

1999. She was a recognized member of her bunnell community 

as a friend to everyone. This story is a testimony to her faith 

in Jesus as one who tried to live a life that pleased god.

seCure payMents for life

With a gift annuity, you can support your church 
and receive benefits like fixed income with rates 
based on your age, a charitable deduction, and 

possible tax-free income. the effective rate 
(total benefit) of your gift annuity is actually 

higher than most other types of payouts.

enJoy the benefits of a Gift annuity noW!

Contact Florida Conference Planned Giving 
and Trust services at (407) 644-5000 x186 or 

planned.giving@floridaconference.com
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by Jason sHives

Growing up in the 
Church can make 

it easy for young peo-
ple to get lost in the 
numbers. at times, it’s 
also easy to feel this is 
your parents’ religion. 
they wake you up to 
come to church. you 
sit in the pew and 
wonder, “Why do i be-
long to this church?”

What every young 
person really wants is a 
mission. the adventist 
Church was started by 
teenagers and young 
adults in their 20s. 
they were studying 
the bible and found 
out that God had 
something to tell the 
world, and they want-
ed to be a part of it.

there are young 
people today who still 
want a mission—

something to die for. 
that’s what i needed 
even while i was a 
medical student at 
loma linda univer-
sity and attended the 
Generation of youth 
for Christ Confer-
ence in sacramento. 
it revolutionized my 
life. i realized it’s not 
just older people in 
the church who are in 
the mission field doing 
awesome things. there 
are people, younger 
than myself, preach-
ing evangelistic series 
and leading people to 
Jesus. if teenagers can 
do it, then i definitely 
can do it, too.

Presently, my wife, 
Janelle, and i are ac-
tive in the Hope sab-
bath school that is 
telecast around the 
world as an outreach 
of the Forest lake 

Church. this com-
mitment is in addition 
to my heavy sched-
ule in the physician 
residency program 
at Florida Hospital. 

there is a sacrifice 
of time as we’re all 
busy, yet we need to 
make time for things 
that are important. 
While life is full of 
good things, we need 
to fill our lives with 
great things. once you 
see how God has spe-
cifically called you to 
do an awesome work, 
you can’t go back. 

as this issue of Florida 
Focus went to press, 
Jason e-mailed: “Janelle 
and i will be back in 
the u.s. on august 22. 
We just completed two 
weeks of our mission 
trip in nigeria and are 
now headed to tchad.”

“every younG person Wants a Mission”

florida hospital physiCian Makes tiMe for Ministry

by Gus sCHeuneMan

It was a typical visit 
to a lowe’s Home 

improvement store 
on a sunday in april. 
i was picking up some 
supplies to do a few 

home repairs. My 
mind was on these 
projects as i waited at 
the checkout counter.

suddenly, someone 
in line recognized me 
as a field representa-
tive at Florida Confer-

ence’s Planned Giving 
and trust services 
Department. God’s 
timing was perfect. 
the woman reached 
into her pocketbook 
and pulled out a 
$6,000 check. Dated 

three months earlier, 
the check had been in 
her purse ever since 
she felt impressed to 
share God’s love in 
Florida Conference.

i got what i needed 
at lowe’s that day, 

and so much more. 
My purchase was 
overshadowed by the 
generous love gift that 
showed me God’s spir-
it still works on the 
hearts of those who 
listen to His voice. 

shoppinG trip to loWes® turns into a hiGh day
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Jason Shives, center, a family medicine resident 
physician at Florida Hospital Orlando, shares a 
Bible passage during a Hope Sabbath School class 
taping at Forest Lake Church in Apopka.

Forest Lake Church Senior Pastor Derek Morris 
teaches the Hope Sabbath School class which is 
broadcast on the Hope Channel, www.hopetv.org.

http://www.floridaconference.com/
mailto:floridafocus@floridaconference.com
http://www.hopetv.org/
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