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“i am very thankful 

for such remarkable 

parents who stand 

firm for Adventist 

education.”

—Nathalie Borges



by Mike Cauley, D.Min.  
FloriDa ConFerenCe PresiDent

This issue is partic-
ularly focused on 

adventist education. i 
have enjoyed reading 
the articles contained 
within these pages, 
and i trust you will 
also be blessed.

once again i have 
been inspired with 
a sense of gratitude 
for this wonderful 

system for discipling 
young people that the 
lord has given to our 
Church. a hallmark of 
adventism is ministry 
to the whole person—
physical, mental, and 
spiritual development. 
Christian education 
has always been a vi-
tal component of the 
strategy to mold the 
lives of young people.

the challenge we 
face, however, is that 
most adventist young 
people are not able to 
attend an adventist 
school for a variety of 
reasons. a principal 
reason is the cost of 
providing this min-
istry of education. 
even though we try to 
contain expenses in as 
many ways as possible 
and heavily subsidize 
the education system 
through denomina-
tional channels, an 
adventist education 
remains unattainable 
for 70–75% of our 
children and youth.

because of these 
challenges, Florida 
Conference is look-
ing at ways to meet 
the needs of families 
who cannot afford 
adventist education. 

recently, i reviewed a 
proposal for growing 
an endowment to 
provide for worthy 
students in Florida 
Conference. the 
dream is to create a 
process whereby our 
children and grand-
children will be as-
sured the opportunity 
to be nurtured and 
educated in an ad-
ventist school—at 
both the elementary 
and secondary levels. 
this discussion will 
soon be brought to the 
Conference executive 
Committee for review.

as we continue to 
look for ways to min-
ister to our children 
and provide for their 
spiritual, mental, and 
physical develop-
ment until the lord 
returns, i believe our 
Father will lead and 
guide us. thank you 
for being an advocate 
for our most pre-
cious treasure—our 
children—and thank 
you for praying for 
God’s direction as 
we look for ways to 
permanently provide 
for their nurture and 
development in these 
insecure times. 

Molding lives Through 
AdvenTisT educATion
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by nathalie borGes

As I look back to my childhood, I realize 
that Adventist education has made a huge 

impact on my life. It began when I started kin-
dergarten at Miami Springs Adventist School 
where I met my best friend, Alecca Lazaga. We 
attended school together for nine years, and 
she always inspired me to be the best at every-
thing that I could be.

I was baptized in the seventh grade by 
Pastor Stephen Adessa who pastored the 
Miami Springs Church where I planted my 
spiritual and personal roots. My mom worked 
as secretary for both the church and the 
school. She did everything possible to keep my 
brother, Wallace, and me in a Christian school 
environment. She would often take second 
jobs such as cooking lunch for the students or 
caring for kids in the after-school program.

When I started my freshman year at Great-
er Miami Adventist Academy (GMAA), I made 
lots of new friends and learned that whenever 
I felt down, I had a group of close friends to 

the borges family of Orlando received the 
2009 literature evangelist Family of the 

Year award for book sales totaling $203,889. 
Congratulating them for this outstanding 

accomplishment are Florida Conference 
President Mike Cauley, second from right, 

and Publishing Director Joe Holloway, right. 
gilberto borges, receiving plaque, led the 

family with sales of $115,957. Silvie, his wife, 
followed with $72,320 while daughter Nathalie 

and son Wallace sold a combined total of 
$15,612 through the Magabook program.
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lean on for support. It’s great to have 
friends who share the same passion for 
Christ so we can uplift each other in 
times of need.

My favorite part about GMAA was 
the chapel programs, especially the 
fun and energetic song services. I grew 
much closer to God in the two years 
I was there because the students and 
staff had such a passion for Christ. The 
God-fearing teachers inspired me to 
have a close relationship with Jesus.

My math teacher, Veon Stewart, al-
ways had great worship thoughts before 
every class. She also explained math 
in an easy and fun way that everyone 
could understand. I greatly appreciated 
her kindness and patience with me. 
Her office door was always open when I 
sought help on my math homework.

Following my sophomore year, I 
decided to join the summer MagaBook 
program. Canvassing opened my eyes 
to the reality of the world as my faith 

was tested daily whenever I walked up 
to strangers trying to sell them message 
or health books. Truly, the MagaBook 
program is a great way to help pay for 
Adventist education.

At the end of the summer, my fam-
ily moved to Orlando where I started 
my junior year at Forest Lake Acad-
emy (FLA). Here, I continued working 
with the MagaBook program which 
is offered as part of the school’s work/
study program under the direction of 
Florida Conference. The only problem 
was that my school schedule conflicted 
with the work shifts to sell MagaBooks.

Knowing I needed to help pay for a 
Christian education, my mom made 
a remarkable decision. She drove me 
around our neighborhood for two 
hours every day after school so that I 
could sell MagaBooks and earn money 
toward my tuition.

I was surprised at the outcome as 
my school bill was paid in full every 
month. God provided the right people 
for me to contact, and I was able to 
raise the amount needed. I soon real-
ized if I wanted a Christian education, 
God would find a way as long as I 
would put forth personal effort as well.

Finally, my senior year arrived, and 
it was the craziest in my life! My par-
ents had finally allowed me to go on a 
mission trip to Mexico (see Generation 
Change on page 12) with other FLA stu-
dents. It was a life-changing experience 
as I witnessed, first-hand, what life was 
like outside the United States.

For as long as I can remember, I was 
taught that being a Christian means 
serving others. As I participated in 
the Vacation Bible School program, 
preached at an evangelistic meet-
ing, and helped build neighborhood 
churches, I truly grasped the meaning 
of Acts 20:35, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” I felt fulfilled to put 
my education and faith into practice!

I am so grateful for Adventist 
schools which provide opportunities 
for students to serve others and to 
share their faith. One thing I enjoyed 
most about going to Adventist schools 
was starting every class with prayer. 
We can’t do anything in life without 
God’s help, as He is the One who helps 
us succeed in everything!

As I approached graduation day, I 
reflected on my journey in Adventist 
schools. I know I wouldn’t have had 
the same experiences in other envi-
ronments. It is my dream to attend an 
Adventist university, and I know God 
will help me find a way. This summer, 
I began earning money for college by 
joining the Florida Conference Maga-
Book team working in Miami.

After all the work and persever-
ance to achieve a Christian education, 
I am convinced it was well worth it! I 
am very thankful for such remarkable 
parents who stand firm for Adventist 
education. With their guidance, I have 
decided to follow Jesus. Now, I pray for 
His continued leading toward a higher 
education within His will. 

Journey reflecTions
one sTudenT’s ThoughTs on AdvenTisT educATion

“Canvassing opened my eyes to the reality of the world as 
my faith was tested daily…. the Magabook program is a 

great way to help pay for Adventist education.”
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Nathalie borges, left, was always inspired 
by her best friend, Alecca lazaga, during 
their nine years in school together.
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Forgive me in ad-
vance for using a 

broadway tune as an 
analogy for this school 
year at Greater Miami 
adventist academy 
(GMaa). you know 
the one, from The 
King and I, “Getting to 
know you; getting to 
know all about you.” 
that’s been pretty 
much the theme here. 
let me tell you why.

First of all, through 
the blessings of God, 
we have started on 
Phase one of our new 
construction project. 
this includes a new 
perimeter fence, two 
new soccer fields, a 
new softball field, two 
outdoor full basket-
ball courts, two tennis 
courts, and a new chil-
dren’s playground.

our surround-
ing community will 
certainly be getting 
to know us better 
through our new look, 
but not only through 
the new look. We are 
going to be using these 
new sports facilities as 
an outreach mission to 
invite the community 
to events and also as a 
recruiting method to 
bring in new students.

second, an integral 
part of our mission 
has always been to be 
involved in our com-
munity. For the past 
eight years, we have 
sponsored a blood 

drive with the 
Community 

blood Centers 
four times each 

school year. the 
past two years, we had 
among the highest 
percentage increase in 
donations of any pub-
lic or private school in 
Miami-Dade County. 
this year, we held 
several school-wide 
community service 
days—the most recent 
on May 6—establish-
ing partnerships with 
hands on Miami; 
habitat for human-
ity; and Champions 
of truth, the drama 
mission for Miami 
temple Church.

also, we will serve 
our community in a 
major way this coming 
school year through a 
partnership with Flor-
ida hospital College 
of health sciences. We 
will offer an academic 
program that will lead 
to a nursing assistant 
or a Medical assistant 
certificate. the pro-

gram will be offered 
to all sophomore 
students who have at 
least a 3.0 or 3.5 GPa, 
respectively. We view 
this as another way in 
which we will be help-
ing our students by 
giving them the means 
to establish a career.

as blessed as 
GMaa is to have all 
these projects and pro-

grams, truly our great-
est blessing is seeing 
our young people give 
their lives to Christ—
getting to know Him 
better. our highest 
goal is to reach as 
many young people as 
possible with the mes-
sage of God’s love for 
them. through God’s 
leading in our Weeks 
of Prayer, 13 students 

have been baptized 
this school year alone.

as we focus on our 
new programs and our 
new projects, it is our 
prayer at GMaa that 
we will always keep 
sight of the real pur-
pose of Christian edu-
cation and that is to 
make a positive impact 
on our students for the 
kingdom of heaven. 

greATer MiAMi AdvenTisT AcAdeMy: 
geTTing To Know us BeTTer

by Patti hall

Sammy reyes, left, greater Miami Adventist Academy Chaplain, and Desmond Sturrup, right, spring 
Week of Prayer speaker, celebrate with newly baptized gMAA students.

Florida Conference and greater Miami Adventist Academy administrators 
break ground for construction on new sports and playground facilities.
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by elisabeth nieDerMan

Forest lake acad-
emy’s (Fla) 

spring Week of Prayer 
wrapped up on a note 
of service when stu-
dents chose to Just 
Do something. the 
school-wide com-
munity service day 
featured youth doing 
projects from painting 
and light yard work to 
playing with orphans 
and giving food to the 
homeless. these teen-
agers, spurred by the 
simple message, “it is 
better to give than to 
receive,” found in acts 
20:35, eagerly reached 
out to their neighbors 
to lend a helping hand.

Fla students as-
sembled at 7:45 Friday 
morning, loaded onto 
buses, and headed out 
to their various ser-
vice projects. anthony 
simon helped Coali-
tion for the homeless 
pass out pizza and 
soda in downtown or-
lando. “it was mean-

ingful to see their faces 
light up,” he reports. 
“if they were sleeping, 
we left the pizza beside 
them. that way, they 
could wake up to a 
good day.”

austin beckner and 
Jeremy Gaines helped 
paint an elderly wom-
an’s home with mem-
bers from Meals on 
Wheels. “it felt good to 
do something for her,” 
austin remarks. “i had 
fun,” agrees Jeremy. 
Genise browne spent 
the day working with 
Clean up orlando. 
she states, “We made 
it a little bit better, 
even if there still is 
more to do.”

even Fla staff 
joined the spirit of giv-
ing. yanira Palomo, 
the school librarian, 
went with students 
to orlando union 
rescue Mission. “We 
cleaned their property: 
raked leaves, trimmed 
bushes, and took care 
of their playgrounds,” 
she explained. “a few 

of us spent a couple 
hours playing with 
some of the chil-
dren in the nursery.” 
Palomo smiled before 
continuing, “it was an 
opportunity to share.”

nathalia lima went 
with another group 
of students to the 
Carpenter’s house for 
Children, a haven for 
abandoned, displaced, 
underprivileged, and 
medically needy kids. 
Pat and linda, the 
parents of the home, 
have sheltered inter-
national children for 
more than 10 years. 
nathalia had a special 
interest in going to 
help because she was 
adopted from brazil 11 
years ago. “i thought 
it was really great that 
these kids had some-
one who was willing to 
care for them as their 
own. i also had some-
one like Pat and linda 
to take care of me be-
fore i was adopted by 
an awesome family,” 
she explains.

For students who 
participated in Just Do 
something, the day 
was about more than 
simply pulling weeds 
and trimming bushes. 
“it’s about creating 
change,” says anthony 
simon. “When they 

see us, we give them 
hope, because we 
show them people still 
care.” nathalia lima 
understands. “When i 
was in that situation, 
i would have liked 
someone to have done 
this for me.” 

foresT lAKe AcAdeMy sTudenTs 
choose To JusT do soMeThing

From left: gelline layson, emelyn Magtanong, robyn gold, and erin Offenback were among the stu-
dents who helped with light yardwork projects in the community.

Jane Olsson joined  
fellow students to 
spruce up New image 
Youth Center.

Ashley gomez teamed with other students to help 
paint an elderly woman’s home.

P
h

o
t

o
s

: r
y

a
n

 b
e

C
k

e
r

suMMer 2010 • FloriDa FoCus • PaGe 5



A Warm Welcome To Summer Visitors

With record numbers attending the General Confer-
ence Session in Atlanta this summer, fellow believ-

ers from many parts of the world will come to Florida. 
Perhaps they’ll visit our churches, Camp Kulaqua, a 
Florida Hospital campus, one of our schools, or the 
Florida Conference office. Thank you for making these 
guests welcome in the Sunshine State.

Wherever they stop, we trust that a warm Christian 
smile will meet them. For those who visit the Florida 
Conference office, we will share this issue of Florida 
Focus. We anticipate the stories and photographs on 
these pages will remind each reader of the special joy 
that comes from being a part of God’s family.

—Mike Cauley, President, Florida Conference

Seventy-five members and guests of 
North Lake Church (in Lake County) 
enjoyed a Sunday Strawberry/Tea 
Fellowship at Marilyn and Rus Aldridge’s 
home in Umatilla where participants 
made new friends, sampled vegan des-
serts, and received Christian literature.

Keela Carr, a Forest Lake Church mem-
ber, Apopka, walked across the United 
States in the summers of 2008 and 2009 
to say thanks to military veterans and 
raise awareness for the needs of the 
homeless among them.

Principal Janet Ledesma enjoys a light 
moment with eight of the 525+ students 
who attend Forest Lake Education Center 
in Longwood. Florida Conference’s network 
of 31 schools includes two senior acade-
mies and five junior academies. The Con-
ference also oversees 13 day care centers 
operated by schools or local churches.
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A Warm Welcome To Summer Visitors
Avon Park Church 
member Grace 
Rutt celebrated 
her 104th birthday 
with employees 
at Florida Hospi-
tal Heartland in 
Sebring where she 
volunteers two 
days each week 
in the cafeteria.

Mercy and Félix Millán, 
Clermont Church mem-
bers, led in planting two 

new congregations in 
Florida Conference. 

Mercy, and then Félix, 
became Adventists when 

Félix was playing profes-
sional baseball in Japan 
where he won a batting 

crown after an All-star 
career with the Atlanta 

Braves and New York Mets.

A group of Adventist history 
enthusiasts from Avon Park 
Church took a field trip to a 
quiet cemetery 20 miles away 
in Bowling Green after study-
ing the life of George I. Butler, 
former Florida Conference 
President and twice-elected 
General Conference President. 
“Here, George and Lentha 
Butler are buried, sleeping in 
Jesus until the Lord calls them 
home on resurrection morning,” 
said Associate Church Pastor 
Kameron DeVasher, (hand on 
tombstone next to wife, Emilie).

Follow the Bible: Florida Conference employees, friends, 
family, and church members (above) gathered June 11 in the 
Winter Park headquarters to welcome the arrival of the large 

Bible that traveled around the world before arriving at the 
General Conference Session in Atlanta. Bagpipe player Joe 
MacKenzie played Amazing Grace as Mike Cauley, Confer-

ence President, and Carmen Rodriguez, Executive Secretary, 
followed with the Bible that featured chapters translated into 

66 languages. MacKenzie was touched as he sensed God’s 
presence play out in his part of the moving event. “The pur-

pose of this experience is to highlight and emphasize the 
importance of God’s Word,” Cauley told the assembled group. 

“The Bible is still the most precious book in all the world.” 
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Dean Jemson was a 
picture of health 

as he approached his 
100th birthday on 
april 4. he celebrated 
by flying a Cessna 172 
and driving his re-
stored 1922 Ford Mod-
el t to a party held in 
his honor. later in the 
week, he entered the 
hospital with pneumo-
nia and, on april 15, a 
stunned community 
learned of his death.

Willard D. “Dean” 
Jemson was born april 
4, 1910, on victoria 
island, british Co-
lumbia. he attended 
Walla Walla College in 
College Place, Wash-
ington, where he met 
ruby Gish. they mar-
ried in 1931, and he 
became a u.s. citizen 
seven years later.

a five-decade print-
ing career began for 
Dean when he was 
hired as a linotype 
foreman at a Washing-
ton newspaper plant. 
he later moved east 
to manage atlantic 
union College Press in 

south lancaster, Mas-
sachusetts. in 1956, he 
became manager of 
emmanuel Missionary 
College (now andrews 
university) Press in 
berrien springs, Mich-
igan. his skills and 
administrative abilities 
led to an invitation to 
serve as president of 
Philippine Publishing 
house in Manila.

Dean’s next stop 
took him to the in-
donesian Publishing 
house where he was 
president for five years 
before he and ruby 
returned to the states. 
During the next three 
years, he was assistant 
to the General Man-
ager of the review and 
herald Publishing as-
sociation at the former 
takoma Park, Mary-
land, headquarters.

Finally, it was 
Florida’s west coast 
that beckoned the 
world-traveling couple 
to build their retire-
ment home in Port 
Charlotte. soon, Dean 
and ruby began vol-

unteering at the ad-
ventist Community 
service Center, the 
Mid-County library 
and the Port Charlotte 
library. after ruby 
died in 2000, Dean 
continued working 
at the Port Charlotte 
library where it is 
estimated he donated 
nearly 6,000 hours of 
volunteer service dur-
ing the past 26 years.

alone at age 90, 
Dean became active in 
the veteran Motor Car 
Club of america as he 
restored his 1922 Ford 
Model t. During the 
five-year restoration 
process, he became 
close friends with Paul 
simmers, an antique 
car buff who said at 
the Car Club’s 100th 
birthday party for 
Dean, “i’ve never had 
a friend like him.”

the folks at the Port 
Charlotte library went 
so far as to initiate a 
proclamation from 
the Charlotte County 
board of Commis-
sioners to declare 

april 4, 2010, as Dean 
Jemson Day. one of 
the inscriptions as to 
why this day was set 
aside reads, “Whereas, 
Dean is an inspira-
tion to us all, serving 
as an example of how 
to live an active and 
meaningful life; and 
our community and 
its libraries have been 
enriched by Dean’s 
dedicated service.”

recognized by 
the community as a 
perfect gentleman, 
an informed conver-
sationalist, an astute 
businessman, a fear-
less adventurer, and a 
remarkable man, Dean 
served his last sabbath 

as a faithful deacon 
at Port Charlotte 
Church a few weeks 
before he died. here, 
a final 100th birthday 
party was scheduled 
for april 11 with his 
church family. sadly, a 
memorial service was 
conducted, instead, on 
april 25, and the party 
was placed on hold 
until eternity. 

Content of this article 
and use of the photo-
graph are reprinted with 
permission from The 
Charlotte Sun where 
barbara huff, Port 
Charlotte Church Com-
munication Director, 
is a freelance writer.

“TriBuTe To longeviTy”  
deAn JeMson’s secreTs To long life

1. stay out of hospitals.
2. eat regularly and sparingly.
3. keep busy. always find something to do.
4. Give back to your community—

volunteer your time.
5. read food labels carefully.
6. Don’t dwell on the negative.
7. avoid debt.
8. live at peace with all men.

Dean Jemson gave 26 years and nearly 6,000 volunteer hours to the Port Charlotte library. At his 100th birthday party, Alison 
lane, librarian Supervisor, said, “Dean is a faithful and hard-working volunteer. He always greets us with a smile and a hug.”
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CHILDREN • EDUCATION • FAMILY • ADVENTURERS/PATHFINDERS •YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS •CAMP

EXPERIENCE an innovative and motivational gathering  
of leaders from across the country

REFRESH your soul, and  
EXPAND your mind to reach THIS generation

RECHARGE your spiritual battery with powerful speakers

FORM new friendships and NETWORK with others

WORSHIP like never before with inspirational praise bands

EQUIP yourselves with more than  
50 seminars with dynamite material

BREATHE IN the joy of working as a TEAM

BE restored

REGISTRATION begins July 1, 2010 
Register online: www.campkulaqua.com

Cost: $80–160, depending on choice of lodging

Registration Fee Includes:
• Two nights lodging (choose when registering)
• Six meals
• Packet of materials
• Access to all seminars, general sessions, 

concerts, and late night options.

For more information, contact Florida Conference Office 
of Education: alison.stovall@floridaconference.com 
or 407.644.5000 x145

date
October 22–24, 2010
Opening Session - Friday evening

location
CAMP KULAQUA
High Springs, Florida

This convention is intended for volunteers, 
educators, youth leaders, youth pastors, 
Adventurer/Pathfinder directors, Children/
Family Ministry leaders, camp directors, 
and anyone involved in ministering to 
children, youth, and young adults.

First Florida ConFerenCe
integrated Youth Ministries Convention

http://www.campkulaqua.com/
mailto:alison.stovall@floridaconference.com


by Mark bonD

It’s been nearly 25 years 
since i worked at Camp 

kulaqua in the piney woods 
of north Florida, but the 
memories are still vivid. 
For me, summer camp was 
more than just a once-a-
year excursion; it was the 
beginning of my com-
mitment to our church.

i started 
attending 

Camp 
kulaqua 
as a first 
grader. i 
remem-
ber my 
counsel-

ors by name. i remember the 
staff from the waterfront and 
horse barn. i remember the 
musicians who led us in sing-
ing by the campfire. and i 
remember the moment, there 
by the glowing embers, when 
i dedicated my life to service.

the fire that started 
burning in my heart some 
three decades ago as a 
camper is still glowing to-
day. My involvement in 
our church’s summer camp 
programs gave me a sense of 
ownership in this church. 

there, i learned that 
evangelism is more than 
an event that happens once 
every three or four years by 
sending out several thou-

sand handbills to a church’s 
surrounding zip codes. 
evangelism happens when 
you lend an ear to a young 
person whose parents are go-
ing through a divorce. evan-
gelism happens when you 
have a late-night, lights-out, 
sleeping bag discussion about 
why bad things happen to 
good people. evangelism is 
more action verb than noun, 
and actions speak loudly 
to young people at camp.

last year, while back in 
Florida visiting my parents, i 
was walking down a hallway 
in Florida hospital when a 
young woman i didn’t imme-
diately recognize approached 
me and asked, “Mark bond?” 

When she revealed her 
name, i immediately re-
membered her as a young 
camper who hadn’t been 
affiliated with our Church. 
her parents had sent her to 
camp for several weeks while 
they were going through a 
separation. her vivacious 
spirit had endeared her to the 
entire staff, and she became 
everyone’s “little sister.”

today, she’s a seventh-
day adventist and works at 
Florida hospital. her son 
now goes to the same camp 
that first introduced her to 
Jesus and to the church.

as the song says, “it 
only takes a spark to get 
a fire going…” 

iT only TAKes A sPArK…

Mark Bond is communication director for Southwestern Union Conference. He lives with Conna, 
his wife, and their four children just outside of Keene, Texas. Article reprinted with permission from 
Southwestern Union Record, of which Mark Bond is editor.

sPeciAl serMon direcTed To four new MeMBers
by naoMi Zalabak

On april 17, robert 
Folkenberg, former 

General Conference Presi-
dent, 1990–1999, invited four 
newly baptized young people 
to join him on the platform 
of the avon Park Church 

in preparation for the ser-
mon. the audience became 
onlookers in a unique pre-
sentation as Folkenberg 
directed his entire sermon 
to the young people seated 
in front of him regarding 
their privileges and respon-
sibilities as new members 

of the worldwide seventh-
day adventist Church.

these young people are 
already involved in church 
activities. bree Fautheree, 
who was baptized by 
associate Pastor kameron 
Devasher, is an active 
member of the church’s 

birding club of which his 
father, aubrey, is the leader. 
Folkenberg baptized the 
other three candidates: his 
grandchildren Michael, 
kristi, and Matthew Jensen 
who had participated in a 
mission trip to Guatemala 
with their parents. Michael 
was also involved in the 
church’s DvD ministry that 
records church services for 
homebound and isolated 
members in the united  
states and overseas.

Folkenberg, is director of 
sharehim, a Carolina Con-
ference ministry through 
which hundreds of people 
from all walks of life are 
trained, equipped, and in-
spired to share the Gospel. 
Whether in their home 
church or around the world, 
people like the Jensen fam-
ily are sharing the Gospel 
through what the ministry 
calls evangeliving. 

robert Folkenberg, left, Director of ShareHim, presented the Sabbath sermon at Avon Park Church 
to four newly baptized young people while the congregation listened. Pictured: bree Fautheree 
(wearing tie), and Folkenberg’s grandchildren, from left: Michael, Matthew, and Kristi Jensen.
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A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html

Coming Events

ongoing evenTs –––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/ or call 

(407) 644‑5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners, 

outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, djmiller4000@gmail.com, 
or (386) 789‑3235.

Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: national toll‑free number, 
(877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222). Miami: (305) 805‑9900.  
High Springs: (386) 454‑7956. Shop online:  
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e‑mail: 
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
July 10: West Palm Beach. July 11: Midport Road, Ft. Pierce, Cocoa, 

Titusville. (Southeastern Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm Bay.) 
July 17: Jacksonville Southpoint. July 18: Jacksonville First, Orange 
Cove, St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast, New Smyrna Beach. (South‑
eastern Conference: Jacksonville Ephesus.) July 24: St. Petersburg. 
July 25: Clearwater, New Port Richey, Spring Hill, Brooksville, East 
Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant City.

Aug. 7: Port Charlotte. Aug. 8: North Port, Venice‑Nokomis, Sarasota, 
West Coast Christian Academy in Bradenton, Brandon, Tampa First. 
Aug. 14: Maranatha in Miami Gardens. Aug. 15: Ft. Lauderdale, Lau‑
derhill, Pompano Beach, West Palm Beach Spanish, Jupiter‑Tequesta.

Planned Giving Clinics and Seminars.
July 24. Lauderhill.  Aug. 28‑29. Plantation.
July 31. Eliathah in Tamarac. Sept. 11. Deerfield Beach.
Aug. 14. DeBary.  Oct. 16. Gethsemane in Port St. Lucie.
Aug. 21. Orlando Filipino. Nov. 6. Saving Grace in Hollywood.

AugusT 2010 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Go Fish for Kids. Learn ways to witness to friends and neighbors 

through puppetry, nature, fitness, storytelling, clowning, and 
music. 9:00 a.m.‑4:00 p.m. For ages 5‑14. Lunch provided. Kids 
In Discipleship seminar for parents. Cost: $40 per person. Details: 
(407) 644‑5000 x136.

Aug. 7. Florida Hospital Orlando Creation Conference Center.
Aug. 8. Ambassador Church.
Spanish-language Marriage Retreat. Aug. 27‑29. Daytona Beach 

Hotel Plaza and Resort. Theme: Renovación: Un fin de semana para 
recordar. Speakers: Alfredo and Juanita Ruiz, Annie and Jowi Perez, 
Carmen and Victor Rodriguez, Pedro and Jodi Ortega, and Consuelo 
and Alfonso Prieto. Cost per couple: $325 if paid before Aug. 1, 
includes two nights accommodations, Sabbath lunch, and Sabbath 
evening banquet. Details: (407) 644‑5000 x138.

ocToBer 2010––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Conference Integrated Ministries Convention. Oct. 22‑24. 

Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Details: see page 9.

• Do you know that, with insurance, you can leverage your gift for the 
benefit of your local church or another Conference-approved project?

• Are you aware that tax deductions are available for a gift of insurance?
• Do you know that Florida law allows you to benefit your local church 

or some other project that is approved by the Conference with the use 
of a life insurance policy?

• Would you like to leverage your gift so that it will be multiplied?
• Would you like more information about making a gift of insurance 

and the tax benefits that are available?
• give your gift a lift with insurance! *

conTAcT PlAnned giving  
 And TrusT services

(407) 644-5000 x251
fcplannedgiving@gmail.com

Planned Giving and Trust Services
Florida Conference of  
 Seventh-day Adventists
P.O. Box 2626
Winter Park, FL 32790-2626

* The Florida Conference 
Association is not engaged in the 
sale of insurance. No legal, tax, 
or insurance advice is intended. 
For such advice, consult with 
your own professional advisors.

Leverage Your gift

TM

sponsored by Florida Conference and North American Division

available online:
click the blue button at

SimpleChurchAtHome.com

why wAs floridA focus lATe?
Thousands of households received the 

spring issue of Florida Focus several weeks 
late—the first time, to our knowledge, this has 
ever happened in 25 years of publication.

We apologize for the inconvenience this 
caused due to the expired sale dates in the 
Adventist Book Center advertisement. We’ve 
had discussions with the Post Office to help pre‑
vent future delays and hope you will continue to 
enjoy Florida Focus with on‑time arrival.

cAMP MeeTing 2011
english—April 7–10

Spanish—April 14–17

cAMP KulAquA

high sPrings, floridA
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by nathalie borGes

I was excited about going on 
my first mission trip and, 

especially, traveling out of 
the country for the first time 
without my parents. i had 
always wanted to see beyond 
the united states to other 
parts of the world.

i knew from day one this 
mission trip to Cancún, 
Mexico, would change my 
life forever! as i arrived in 
Mexico, i was shocked by the 
living conditions. the houses 
looked like cement shacks, 
and people were selling all 
sorts of things on the streets.

because i was one of the 
few people in our group who 
spoke spanish, i kept very 
busy helping kids, as well as 
adults. i preached on the first 
night of an evangelistic series 

and led the vacation bible 
school program held dur-
ing the week of meetings. i 
deeply enjoyed singing praise 
songs and playing games 
with the children. best of all 
was seeing two individuals 
give their lives to Jesus at the 
end of the series.

People in Mexico treated 
us like superstars, think-
ing we had the best in life. 
however, God used them to 
change my way of thinking. 
i was amazed at how happy 
they were even though they 
barely had a roof over their 
heads. they taught me to un-
derstand that real joy comes 
from God; not our posses-
sions. although i take things 
for granted, at times, such as 
clean water and comfortable 
shoes, i realized i am truly 
blessed with what i have.

What melted my heart the 
most in Mexico was when 
the children would race to 
our bus screaming, “the 
americans are here!” We 
were always greeted with 
hugs and kisses. the farewell 
was also very emotional for 

me, because i made strong 
friendships with the youth 
at the host church. i know 
in my heart, however, that 
if i don’t see them again on 
this earth, i will definitely 
see them in heaven with our 
lord Jesus Christ. 

Molded On a Mission Trip
Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries

Youth Taking 
On the World 

For Christ
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the children of Cancún, Mexico, at Vacation bible School  
always brought a smile to Nathalie’s face.

local volunteers and members of the Forest lake Academy mis-
sion group paused for a photo at one of the church work sites.
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