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by Mike Cauley, D.Min.  
FloriDa ConFerenCe 
PresiDent

F lorida Conference 
children are among 

our most valued 
treasures. I love the 
vibrancy and energy 
of our young people. 
There is nothing which 
compares to their vital-
ity and zest for living.

Because children in 
our homes and churches 
are so important, God 
has given us a winning 

formula for nurturing 
them to maturity in 
Christ—the home, the 
church, and Adventist 
Education. It takes all 
three to give our chil-
dren the advantage they 
need in a world whose 
culture is so very coun-
ter to the restoration 
of God’s image in man.

The devil hates our 
children and families. 
He is doing all he can to 
destroy us. The inten-
sity of evil seems to be 
increasing exponentially. 
Our children deserve 
every advantage we can 
provide that will en-
able them to grow to 
a place of joy, peace, 
and fullness in Christ.

Recently, our son 
was putting his girls 
to bed. As he was get-
ting the three-year-old 
tucked in, she sponta-
neously began to sing 
a little song which she 
made up, “I’m afraid of 

dark rooms…I’m afraid 
of water…but I’m not 
afraid when my daddy…
is with me.” That’s what 
it’s all about—helping 
our children know their 
Father in heaven is pres-
ent in their lives. The 
world is a dangerous 
place without Jesus, 
but when their Father 
is with them, children 
can live a life of rest, 
peace, and security.

So it takes all three:
1. Parents who love 

God and pray daily 
for their children 
and look for ways 
to regularly nurture 
them in every as-
pect of their lives.

2. Church which 
provides for min-
istry to children in 
Sabbath School, 
Pathfinder and 
Adventurer Clubs, 
and other ways.

3. Adventist Education 
which is designed 
to reinforce the 
values children are 
taught at home and 
in church. Most of a 
child’s waking hours 
are spent under the 
influence of educa-
tors and classmates. 

Let us provide every 
advantage possible for 
our children to know 
their Father and live the 
abundant life to which 
He has called them. 
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activity Creates 
a buzz on tampa 
adventist academy 
Campus
by Monique rothe

I f you happen to 
be near Tampa on 

November 9, 2035, 
visit Tampa Ad-
ventist Academy 
(TAA). On that day, 
students, staff, and 
friends of the school 
will dig up a time capsule—the brainchild 
of Principal David Matthews. The capsule 
site is marked by a plaque which reads:

Buried, this day, November 9, in the 
year of our Lord, 2010; to be opened No-
vember 2035. These items have been cho-
sen by our students to represent TAA in 
2010. Our desire is that Jesus will return 
to earth before this capsule is reopened.

Of course, you don’t have to wait to 
visit until 2035, as the campus is buzz-
ing with many amazing things:

Musical/Dramatic Performances
A Christmas program, Christmas in Reverse, 

and a spring program, Acorns to Oaks, im-
pressed guests with students’ talents. Drama di-
rector Denise Bremner is also the Pre-K teacher.

Art Fair
Artistic talent from all the students was 

highlighted with paintings, sketches, diora-
mas, and sculptures at an art fair organized 
by Merili Wyatte, kindergarten teacher.

There are more than 30 Adventist schools in  
Florida Conference which include  

elementary schools, five junior academies,  
and two senior academies. In addition, many of our 
schools offer high school-level grades supported by  

Forest Lake Distance Learning Academy.  
See the list of schools on page 10 or online: 
floridaconference.com/education/schools/ 

or call (407) 644-5000 
and ask for the 

Office of Education.our thanks to Melahn Cable for layout and 
design of this educaton issue of Florida Focus.

Cover photo from Comstock collection via thinkstock.com

Mike enjoys providing pre-
bedtime entertainment to 
his visiting grandchildren.
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Scientist Anna
First- and second-grade students enjoyed 

Scientist Anna on their in-school field trips 
where they got creative with Silly Putty®, and 
touched animal hearts and intestines! Helen 
Mateo is the first- and second-grade teacher.

Lessons In Finance
While third- and fourth-grade students were 

studying money, they had jobs, earned pay, 
paid bills, and shopped at the classroom store 
each Friday. As a unit finale, students created 
their own businesses and sold goods or ser-
vices to the Pre-K through sixth graders. April 
Nowotny is the third- and fourth-grade teacher.

Creativity in the Classroom
Students in the fifth and sixth grades  

designed and named dinosaurs for a  
Pathways theme under the direction of  
their teacher, Ruth Cress.

Bible Stories Come Alive
Seventh- and eighth-grade students partici-

pated in a Mini-Seder to gain understanding 
about how Jesus may have celebrated Passover 
when He was here on earth. Monique Rothe is 
the seventh- and eighth-grade Bible teacher.

Hoops Classic Tournament
Boys’ and girls’ basketball teams partici-

pated in the Hoops Classic Tournament in Texas 
under the direction of Coach Edwin Cabrera. 
TAA teams were voted “most spiritual” out 
of all schools attending the tournament.

This report mentions only a fraction of 
what goes on at TAA in a school year. To find 
out more, a visit to the school is necessary. If 
you wait long enough; however, you may be 
among those digging up a time capsule! 
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keyla Fernandez practices her cupcake salesmanship with ranier hernandez as part 
of the lessons in Finance.
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tampa adventist academy Principal David Matthews assists Jayden brister with his 
handprints on the time capsule plaque.

Flowers grow on Farmer McDonald’s farm during the spring acorns to 
oaks performance.
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F ilmmaking became 
more than just a 

hobby for Jeremy Rowland 
during his senior year 
at Forest Lake Academy 
(FLA) where he was a 
student of Lloyd Young, 
video and media instruc-
tor. Jeremy’s fascination 
for film grew as he learned 
editing and camera work 
while assisting with the 
school’s weekly news 
video, Eye On FLA.

Working with a team 
that shared his passion, 
Jeremy realized he wanted 
to major in film produc-
tion so he could work with 
like-minded artists. That’s 
when he decided Southern 
Adventist University in 
Collegedale, Tennessee, 
was the place for him.

“Southern had the best 
to offer,” says Jeremy. “It 
had the best program in 
the Adventist world.”

Quickly falling in love 
with the School of Visual 
Art and Design, Southern’s 
campus, and the area in 
general, Jeremy developed 
a determination to learn 
all he could about film. 
By Christmas, he scripted 
Prodigal, the story about a 
young man who leaves his 
demanding home life only 
to face trouble and decep-
tive relationships. Jeremy 
approached fellow student 
Chris Bohlender with the 
offer to direct this short 
film; Chris accepted.

The next big break 
for Prodigal came when 
David George, associate 
professor in the School 
of Visual Art and Design, 
chose Jeremy’s script for 
a school-sponsored film 

shoot. The project was 
scheduled over the five-
day spring break with 
25 first-year film and 
animation students.

Upon completion, 
Prodigal was submitted 
as an entry in the 2010 
SONscreen Film Festival. 

Traditionally held at Ad-
ventist Media Center in 
Simi Valley, California, 
the 2010 event was held 
in Atlanta, Georgia, in 
conjunction with the 
Adventist World Session. 
When the Sonny Award 
winners were announced, 
Prodigal took home “Best 
in Fest.” For winning top 
spot, Jeremy and Chris 
received a trophy and 

$2,000. Shortly afterward, 
Prodigal won first place 
at the Enzian Film Festi-
val in Orlando, Florida.

“I was completely 
surprised to win,” Jeremy 
admits. “It is a very 
secular festival with 
audience-chosen win-
ners, so success depends 
on how many people you 
bring to the festival in 
support of your film. Our 
biggest competition (a 
film that included a whole 
lot of blood, guts, and 
skin) filled a majority of 
the theater with backers. 
However, we won, and I 
had several people come 
up to me afterward and 
tell me they were there to 
support the other films, 
but had voted for ours. 
It felt great to know that 
Christian cinema can be 
a powerful evangelistic 
tool, as well as a success 
in the secular world.

“I believe that God has 
really worked through this 
project, and I hope that 
it will continue to reach 
people all over the world.”

Watch Jeremy’s 
film, Prodigal, at                  
http://vimeo.com/16515413 

award-winning Filmmaker
Credits adventist
schools For success
by inGriD hernanDez With JereMy roWlanD

Producer Jeremy rowland, left, with actors hunter  
rogers and Philip sherwood.

in a scene from the film, the Prodigal son character 
cruises in his new exotic car.
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Director Christopher bohlender explains the next shot 
to crew members.

on day two of principal pro-
duction, students use a Panther 
Dolly to capture the return of 
the Prodigal son.
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opportunities available 
For students

Now observing a day-school schedule 
from 7:50 a.m.–3:40 p.m.

Academics
• Health Careers Program
• Classes for Dual Academy & College Credit
• Honors Classes and Diplomas
• College Prep, General Academic Diplomas

Practical Christian Living
• Personal Growth
• Servant Leadership

Varsity Sports
• Golf
• Girls Volleyball
• Basketball (Varsity and Junior Varsity)

Music
• Choirs
• Bands
• Strings
• Handbells
• Lessons

this year’s graduating class
107 Graduates
16 of those from the Distance Learning program
70 graduates received a College Prep Diploma
22 graduates received an Honors Diploma
25 graduates were members of the National             

         Honor Society
10 seniors graduated with Honors (3.25–3.49)
14 seniors graduated with High Honors (3.50–3.79)
29 seniors graduated with Highest Honors (3.80+)
64 graduates attended FLA or Distance Learning or  

          a combination of both for all four years.

For more information or to begin the application 
process, visit our web site and select New Student  
under the Admissions heading.

Forest Lake Academy
500 Education Loop
Apopka, FL 32712
(407) 862-8411
www.forestlakeacademy.org

Forest lake academy  
has renewed its commitment to  

academic excellence and spiritual Values,  
symbolized in our new logo.
A long legacy of outstanding students.

Dedicated, concerned, and caring faculty/staff.
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Sean Lemon, a 
member of Forest 

Lake Church, Apopka, 
dreamed of playing 
in the National Bas-
ketball Association 
(NBA). He excelled 
in the sport through-
out his high school 
years at Forest Lake 
Academy (FLA) where 
he developed excep-
tional skills, in part 
from training with 
former NBA player 
Anthony Bowie.

Upon graduation 
from high school in 
2006, Sean took the 
next step toward 
achieving his dream—
he enrolled at Univer-
sity of Central Florida 
(UCF) and went to 
his first basketball 
tryout, which was 
held on a Sabbath. 
During the exercises, 
Sean broke his ankle, 
disabling him from 
completing the tryout.

Discouraged, but 
determined to try 
again, he planned for 
his training to get him 
back to the same skill 
level by the same time 
exactly one year later. 
Ironically, one month 
before the second 
tryout, Sean broke his 
wrist on his shoot-
ing hand in a casual 
basketball game with 
friends. “That’s when 
I realized it wasn’t 
God’s plan for me 
to play basketball,” 
says Sean. “It was 
my Jonah story. I fig-
ured if I didn’t listen, 
I might get swal-
lowed by a whale!”

With his basketball 
dream demolished 
and his grades dwin-
dling to a 1.9 GPA, 
Sean knew he needed 
a change, so he fol-
lowed his high school 
sweetheart, Jacqueline 
Soler, to Southern 
Adventist University 
in Tennessee. South-
ern’s environment was 
different from that of 
UCF, and Sean initially 

resented living under 
Southern’s rules. Four 
years later, Sean is 
glad he decided to 
give them a shot. As 
a health science ma-
jor with a 3.34 GPA, 
he graduated May 1 
a different person in 
many ways from the 
one he used to be. 
Sean attributes his 
turnaround to God’s 
persistent efforts to 

pursue him and South-
ern’s Christian atmo-
sphere of fellowship.

“Now, I appreciate 
the rules,” he reflects. 
“I actually feel that 
having them helped 
me mature. I’ll prob-
ably follow a lot of 
them for the rest of 
my life, like having 
worship every night, 
going to bed early, and 
getting things done 
in a timely manner.”

More than simply 
following the rules; 

however, Sean became 
proactive in pursuing 
God and helping oth-
ers. Rather than dread-
ing worships, Sean 
worked as a resident 
assistant and often 
held worships in his 
room for the dormi-
tory men on his hall.

He also served as 
vice president of the 
Wellness Club on 
campus, organizing 
activities for col-
lege and elementary 
students, and raising 
money for charity. He 
was involved with Flag 
Camp which connects 
Southern Adventist 
University students 
with local children 
through football, 
snacks, and arts and 
crafts. This past year, 
Sean received the 

Student of the Year 
Award from his de-
partment for involve-
ment in both school 
and community.

Sean’s positive life 
changes also helped 
him win over the 
girl of his dreams. 
He is engaged to 
Jacqueline, the high 
school sweetheart he 
followed to Tennes-
see. After graduating, 
the two returned to 
their parents’ homes 
in Florida. Now, they 

will pursue their mas-
ters’ degrees—hers 
in social work and his 
in health and busi-
ness administration 
and finance. They 
plan to marry in the 
summer of 2012.

“God wanted me 
to be at Southern, 
though it wasn’t what 
I wanted at the time,” 
says Sean. “Before I 
came to Southern, 
what I knew about 
Christ was what I 
read about Him. Now, 
I truly understand 
what He did for me. 
Being at Southern 
made me want to 
live with Christ lead-
ing in my life. In any 
success that I have, I 
am humbled because 
it is a testimony 
to His glory.” 

College student’s Jonah 
story has happy ending
by anGela baerG

“before i came to southern, what i knew about 
Christ was what i read about him. now, i truly 
understand what he did for me.”

sean’s positive life changes also helped him win over 
the girl of his dreams. he is engaged to Jacqueline, the 
high school sweetheart he followed to tennessee.
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Contact information

Greater Miami Adventist Academy 
500 NW 122 Avenue
Miami, Florida 33182
(305) 220-5955
www.gma.edu

GMAA Early Childhood Education and 
Care Program: www.gmaaecec.com

other information

GMAA is an accredited Seventh-day 
Adventist School, grades K–12, with an Early 
Childhood Education Program for children 
ages 2–4 years old. 

Greater Miami Adventist Academy will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary during the 
2011–2012 school year.

Mission statement
The mission of Greater Miami Adventist Academy (GMAA) is 
to provide a Seventh-day Adventist education for the youth of 
South Florida in an environment in which they may mature and 
develop spiritually, intellectually, and socially.

Music Program
• Choir

• Band

• Private Lessons

Academics
• Core Classes

• Electives

• Dual enrollment and honors classes

Athletics Program
• Gymnastics

• Boys/Girls Basketball

• Boys/Girls Volleyball

• Boys/Girls Soccer

• Girls Softball

suMMer 2011 • FloriDa FoCus • PaGe 7 

http://www.gma.edu/
http://www.gmaaecec.com/


The Florida Con-
ference Office of 

Education is proud 
to report that For-
est City Adventist 
School in Altamonte 
Springs and Orlando 
Junior Academy have 
successfully submit-
ted applications to 
Southern Union Con-
ference for money to 
become EDGE Schools 
(Educators Delivering 
GREAT Education).

“We recognize the 
amount of work that 
the administration and 
teachers have put forth 
in order to make this 
happen,” says Arne 
Nielsen, Florida Confer-

ence Vice President for 
Integrated Youth Minis-
tries. “We are anxious 
to see all of our schools 
become EDGE Schools 
even as we congratu-
late Alipia Gonzalez 
(Forest City) and Nicole 
Agbonkhese (Orlando) 
for their leadership 
in this direction.”

Southern Union 
Conference provides 
schools with a double-
match (up to $12,000) 
in SMART funds 
(Schools Making A Real 
Transformation) for es-
tablishing a solid plan 
for achieving excel-
lence in the five areas 
of the acronym GREAT: 

God-centered, 
Results-
oriented, 
Environment 
that nurtures, 
Aligned with 
Adventist 
and national 
standards, 
and Team effort. 
Schools that apply 
must demonstrate they 
have clearly adopted 
the EDGE philosophy 
and are well on their 
way to becoming 
EDGE Schools.

SMART funds at 
Orlando Junior Acad-
emy will be used to 
create a science lab. 
“We want to provide 

a place where the stu-
dents can be engaged 
in science and design,” 
reports Anna Adkins, 
vice principal. “Our 
science lab will allow 
our students to ex-
periment and demon-
strate results through 
planned, hands-on 
activities.” Forest City 
Adventist School is ap-
plying their funds to 

the development of a 
cutting-edge library.

Florida Conference 
now has four elemen-
tary schools that have 
received funding. Beryl 
Wisdom Adventist 
School in Orlando and 
Forest Lake Education 
Center in Longwood 
received their official 
designation as EDGE 
Schools in 2010. 

Forest City adventist 
school and orlando Junior 
academy Gain eDGe status
by sanDra Doran

orlando Junior academy Principal nicole agbonkhese, left, and Forest City adventist school Principal alipia Gonzalez were
instrumental in leading staff toward earning eDGe school status.
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Keren Taccone, third- 
and fourth-grade 

teacher at West Palm 
Beach Junior Academy 
(WPBJA), is among 
10 teachers in North 
America selected by the 
Alumni Awards Founda-
tion (AAF) to receive a 
2011 Excellence in Teach-
ing Award. Since 1995, 
this nonprofit organiza-
tion has recognized 106 
exceptional teachers.

Keren also serves as 
Special Needs Coordi-
nator for her school in 
partnership with the 
Florida Conference Office 
of Education. In this vol-
unteer position, she as-
sists in regional training 

by demonstrating effec-
tive ways to implement 
positive learning com-
munities. At WPBJA, 
she initiated After 

Glow ministry services 
and organized the first 
campus drama team.

Through her 
dedication and effort, 
low-achievers and be-
haviorally challenged 

children are beginning 
to meet with success 
for the first time. “As 
a teacher, I can be a 
doctor for the hurting 
student, a lawyer to 
plead on their behalf, 

and a counselor to 
guide them as they 
make choices,” says 
Keren. “This career 
choice pays in great 
rewards, as I can impact 
lives for eternity!” 

Sylvia Torres-Thomas, 
Winter Springs 

Church member, is one 
of 18 students to receive 
University of Central 
Florida’s (UCF) 
most prestigious 
student award—
Order of Pegasus.

Sylvia is a Ph.D. 
candidate in the 
College of Nurs-
ing. She received a 
Bachelor of Science 
in nursing from An-
drews University, 
Berrien Springs, Michi-
gan, and a Master of 
Science in nursing from 
UCF. She presently serves 

as vice president of the 
Organization of Doctoral 
Students in Nursing and 
holds memberships in 
several honor societies.

The Order of Pega-
sus award honors 
outstanding academic 
achievement, university 

involvement, leadership 
and community service. 
As a doctoral student, 
Sylvia has participated 
in National Institute 

of Health funded 
research and pre-
sented her findings in 
the area of Hispanic 
health issues at a na-
tional nursing confer-
ence in Washington, 
D.C. Service in the 
community includes 
involvement in family 
and children’s minis-

tries at Winter Springs 
Church and volunteering 
as a nurse for Shepherd’s 
Hope Clinic. 

West Palm beach 
teacher receives 
national award
by Melissa CeChota

From left: West Palm beach Junior academy teachers Melva bracero, nieves Jenkins, renata 
teter, and 2011 excellence in teaching recipient keren taccone; alumni awards Foundation 
board Member byron DeFoor; and West Palm beach Junior academy Principal Glenn timmons.

2011 excellence in teaching 
recipient keren taccone 
with husband, Jim.

Celebrating family members, from left: alicia torres-
Fowler, Julianna Fowler, Grant thomas, antonia 
Montanez, sylvia torres-thomas, Daniel thomas, 
spencer thomas, Myrta torres, and eugene torres.

sylvia and Daniel thomas with university of Central 
Florida President John C. hitt, Ph.D.

sylvia’s poster, left, is displayed 
among those for the other 17
order of Pegasus award recipients

Winter springs Member
receives Prestigious 
nursing award
by GlaDys neiGel
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Pastors, elders, and Department leaders:

Passing it Forward—
a Journey of Faith
leadership summit planned by Florida Conference

 Come be blessed with testimonies and presentations that will inspire church 
leaders for mission in the 21st century.

3:30–6:30 p.m. Sabbath afternoons. Refreshments provided.

English-language meetings unless otherwise noted

 Oct. 8, 2011 Florida Hospital Church

 Oct. 15, 2011 Jacksonville Mandarin Church

 Oct. 22, 2011   Port Charlotte Church

 Nov. 5, 2011  Maranatha Church in Miami Gardens

 Nov. 19, 2011  Forest City Spanish Church in Altamonte Springs (Spanish)

 Dec. 3, 2011  Hialeah Spanish Church (Spanish)

 Jan. 14, 2012  Temple Adventiste Company in Deerfield Beach (French)

 Jan. 21, 2012 Brazilian Temple Church in Oakland Park (Portuguese)

 Feb. 11, 2012  Gainesville Church

 Feb. 18, 2012 Tampa First Church

More than 30 adventist schools serve Florida Members
Senior Academies 
(Grades 9–12)
Forest Lake Academy
(407) 862-8411
Greater Miami  
Adventist Academy
(305) 220-5955
Forest Lake Distance 
Learning Academy
(407) 772-3789
NOTE: Schools participating 
in the Forest Lake Distance 
Learning Academy program 
are indicated by a *DLA 
tag. These schools offer 
senior-level grades supported 
by the Distance Learning 
Academy. (Classes viewed and 
administered via the internet.)

Junior Academies 
(Grades 1–10)
Avon Park *DLA
Walker Memorial Academy
(863) 453-3131
Dade City *DLA
East Pasco Adventist Academy
(352) 567-3646
Kissimmee
Osceola Adventist 
Christian School
(407) 348-2226

Port Charlotte 
Adventist School
(941) 625-5237
Tampa Adventist Academy
(813) 228-7950

Elementary Schools 
(Grades 1–8)
Altamonte Springs
Forest City Adventist School
(407) 299-0703
Bradenton
West Coast Christian Academy
(941) 755-9667
Cocoa
Brevard Adventist 
Christian Academy
(321) 636-2551
Daytona Beach
Indigo Christian 
Junior Academy
(386) 255-5917
Deltona Adventist School
(386) 532-9333
Ft. Lauderdale/Plantation
Sawgrass Adventist School
(954) 473-4622
Ft. Pierce
James E. Sampson Memorial 
Adventist School
(772) 465-8386

Gainesville
Z.L. Sung Adventist School
(352) 376-6040
High Springs/Lake City
Living Springs Academy
(386) 454-2777
Jacksonville  
Adventist Academy
(904) 268-2433
Longwood
Forest Lake Education Center
(407) 862-7688
Miami
Greater Miami 
Adventist Academy
(305) 220-5955
Miami Gardens/ 
Opa Locka
William A. Kirlew 
Junior Academy
(305) 474-4760
Miami Springs 
Adventist School
(305) 888-2244
Mt. Dora
Gateway Christian School
(352) 383-9920
Naples Adventist 
Christian School
(239) 261-6227

New Port Richey  
Adventist Christian 
Academy
(727) 842-8919
Okeechobee Adventist 
Christian School *DLA
(863) 763-0763
Orlando Junior Academy
(407) 898-1251
Pine Hills/Orlando
Beryl Wisdom Adventist School
(407) 291-3073
St. Petersburg
Gulfcoast Adventist 
Elementary School
(727) 345-2141
West Palm Beach 
Junior Academy
(561) 689-9575
Winter Haven 
Adventist Academy
(863) 299-7984

Early Childhood/
Day Care Centers
Complete list available online: 
floridaconference.com/education/schools
Also online: the most recently 
updated list of schools with 
street and web addresses, 
and additional *Distance 
Learning Academy schools.
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a complete calendar is available online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html

Coming Events

OngOing EvEnts ––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Pathfinder Events. 

http://www.floridaconference.com/youth/ or call 
(407) 644-5000 x127.

Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, 
fellowship dinners, outings, and more. Details: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/childrenandfamily/, 
djmiller4000@gmail.com, or (386) 789-3235.

Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: national toll-
free number, (877) 55-FLABC (877-553-5222). Miami: 
(305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956. Shop online: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e-mail: 
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
July 23: St. Petersburg. July 24: Clearwater, New Port Richey, 

Spring Hill, Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills. July 30:  
Maranatha in Miami Gardens. July 31: Fort Lauderdale,  
Lauderhill, Pompano Beach, Jupiter-Tequesta.

Planned Giving and Trust Services Clinics.
July 23. Hollywood Spanish. Aug. 27: Boynton Beach.
July 30. Eliathah.  Sept. 10: Umatilla.
July 30. Avon Park Spanish. Sept. 17: Brooksville.
Aug. 20. Clermont.  Sept. 24: Spring Hill.
Florida Conference Evangelism Series.
Aug. 20-27. Brandon Spanish district. Rolando and Rebeca  

de los Ríos.
Aug. 26-Oct. 1. Bushnell. Lester and Zula Pratt.
Sept. 10-Oct. 29. La Caravana de la Victoria (Caravan of Victory):  

eight locations in Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood area.  
Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.

Oct. 1-Nov. 12. Altamonte Springs. Bill and Sunshine Waters.
Oct. 14-Nov. 19. Clermont. Lester and Zula Pratt

August 2011 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spanish-language Marriage Retreat. Aug. 5-7. Plaza Resort 

and Spa, Daytona Beach. Theme: Renovación. Guest speakers: 
César and Carolann de León. Cost: $325 (additional $60 after 
July 11), includes accommodations, Sabbath meals, Sunday 
breakfast, and materials. No children, please. Details:  
(407) 644-5000 x138 or (321) 439-1321.

sEptEmbEr 2011 –––––––––––––––––––––––––
Children’s Ministries Conventions. GraceLink workshops, 

family worship, storytelling and outreach ideas, and more.
Sept. 9-11. English-language. Camp Kulaqua, High 

Springs. Theme: Go Fish. Cost: $125, includes 
convention, lodging, and five meals. Details/registration: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/childrenandfamily/, 
rhoda.burrill@floridaconference.com, (407) 644-5000 x136, 
or (321) 303-7699.

Sept. 30-Oct. 2. Spanish-language. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.  
Theme: Christ, the Rock of Ages. Cost: $105-125 depending 
on accommodation choice ($65 for tent camping), includes 
convention, lodging, and meals. Details/registration:  
(407) 644-5000 x138 or (321) 439-1321.

OctObEr 2011 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Go Fish For Kids. Oct. 22. Fort Myers Church. 9:00 a.m.-

4:00 p.m. Kids are invited to come and learn great ways 
to witness to friends and neighbors. Puppetry, nature, 
fitness fun, interactive storytelling, ballooning, music, 
and more. Cost: free. Bring your own lunch. Details: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/childrenandfamily/, 
rhoda.burrill@floridaconference.com, (407) 644-5000 x136, 
or (321) 303-7699.

Abel Paulín Named Evangelism Director
Abel Paulín was voted Evangelism Director by the 

Florida Conference Executive Committee on March 22, 
2011. He replaces Gerson Santos who transferred to 
Greater New York Conference’s Secretariat office.

Paulín continues to serve as Vice President for 
Spanish-language Ministries, a position he has held 
since December 9, 2001. He and his wife, Raquel, have 
three children: Ronald, Jeannette, and Lissette.

Oscar Tavera Named Associate Director 
for Spanish-language Ministries

Oscar Tavera was voted Associate Director for 
Spanish-language Ministries by the Florida Confer-
ence Executive Committee on March 22, 2011. He has 
served as senior pastor at Deltona Spanish Church and 
will be assisting the new pastor there until October.

Tavera served as pastor of Clearwater-Largo Spanish 
and Pinellas Spanish Churches, and previously was 
Personal Ministries Director at Central Dominican 
Conference in the Dominican Republic.

Tavera and his wife, Rossanny, have three children: 
Oscar Jr., Shalomy, and Gabriela.

Jay Cole Named Adventist Book Center 
Associate Manager/Operations Manager

Jay Cole began April 1, 2011, as Adventist Book 
Center Associate Manager/Operations Manager for 
Florida Conference. He comes to this position from 
Pennsylvania Conference where he served as Adven-
tist Book Center Manager for the past 14½ years. He 
was previously employed at Potomac Adventist Book 
Center for four and one half years.

Cole and his wife, Connie, have two children:  
Alyson and Sarah.

Departmental staff Changes

Planned Giving and Trust Services
In addition to our corporate site at 
www.floridaconference.com/plannedgiving, 
our new interactive resource site is 
now running: www.FCGifts.org.

Take a look at this advanced web site:
• Read donor stories.
• Run sample illustrations.
• Research gift tax news.
• Submit information for your own 

will to our attorney.

Visit us today!

Exciting nEws

www.FCGifts.org
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“I thank God every day for my talents,” says Heather Clark, 18, a 
Saint Augustine Church member. “I’ve never been able to under-

stand why I can do the things I do, but I’ve decided to go ahead and 
accept that God knows what He’s doing with me, and I want to follow 
Him wherever He leads.”

Heather uses her gift as a classical guitarist to provide special mu-
sic for worship services by playing her own hymn arrangements. She’s 
an integral part of a youth group that meets Friday evenings for Bible 
study. Recently, Heather played for a youth-organized Daniel Seminar.

“She wants to use her talents to help others,” says Thomson Paris, 
youth leader. “Her goal is to become a music therapist. Heather gives 
a deeper and fresher meaning to the songs she plays and sings, like 
her rendition of Lord, I Want to Be a Christian, which is powerful.”

Heather also has opportunities to share Christ at her high school 
such as playing for beginning music classes to give them a feel for 
classical guitar. In addition, she participated in spring and winter con-
certs at her school which are still rebroadcast on local television.

Known as one of the top 27 classical guitarists at the high school 
level in Florida, she was selected as one of four students from her 
school to participate in the All-State Guitar Concert held during a 
Florida Music Educator’s Conference in Tampa. Heather has played 
guitar for seven years and started taking classical lessons three years 
ago from guitar instructor Trey Brewer who says she is one of the stu-
dents “who eat, drink, and sleep guitar.” 

Young Artist Uses Music  
As Instrument To Witness

Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries
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