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Created in God’s Image with the Power to Think
The foundation of Adventist
Education is one that
teaches young people to
think for themselves.
BY MIKE CAULEY, D.MIN.
FLORIDA CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

he book Rookie
TWiseman
Smarts by Liz
shares some
startling information on page 7:
• The total amount
of information in
the world doubles
approximately

every 18 months.
• New information
regarding biology doubles every
nine months.
• In the medical
field, knowledge
doubles every two
or three years.
• More video is uploaded to YouTube
in two months than
the three major U.S.
television networks

(ABC, CBS, and
NBC) have produced in the previous 60 years!
There is too much
information for people
to begin to manage
nowadays! How are
we to educate and
train young people to
successfully navigate
careers in the future?
How can any of us
keep up with the
deluge? Add to this
overwhelming reality
the following conundrum: the amount
of information in the
technology sector that
becomes obsolete each

year is estimated to be
as high as 30 percent.
With the onslaught
of new information
and the obsolescence
of our current knowledge base in a relatively short period of time,
a new set of skills is required to navigate the
21st century. Workers
must know how to access knowledge and
continually be on a
curve of learning and
analysis if they are going to be viable in the
market place.
In other words, today we have to weave
into education the
capacity for young
people to research,
think through problems, arrive at possible solutions, and
solve problems. They
also have to be able
to lead teams and
resource one another
across disciplines.
Reading the book
Education, page 17,

I came across this
familiar quote about
teaching young people
to think analytically:
“Every human
being, created in the
image of God, is endowed with a power
akin to that of the
Creator—individuality, power to think
and to do…. It is the
work of true education to develop this
power, to train the
youth to be thinkers, and not mere
reflectors of other
men’s thought. Instead of confining
their study to that
which men have
said or written, let
students be directed
to the sources of
truth, to the vast
fields opened for
research in nature
and revelation.”

BEING MORTAL
by Atul Gawande
at Dr. Phillips Center
for the Performing Arts

September 21, 2016
Florida Hospital is pleased to invite everyone to
our upcoming Distinguished Lecture Series event
featuring Dr. Atul Gawande
who will speak on his
recent book, Being Mortal:
Medicine and What Matters
in the End. This event is free
and the first 750 guests who
arrive will receive a free copy
of Dr. Gawande’s book.
Atul Gawande
For more information and to RSVP, please visit

FloridaHospitalDLS.com
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LEE BENNETT

Lecture: 6:00–7:00 p.m.

Indigo Christian Junior Academy in Daytona Beach teamed with
Florida Hospital Memorial Medical Center for a CREATION Health
Schools program which included this hands-on pathology lab
learning experience for grades 5–8.

The foundation of
Adventist Education
is one that imbues
young people with
God’s wisdom to think
for themselves, to
live in reverence, and
to solve problems.
Adventist Christian
Education is a wonderful blessing, and
in the Florida Conference, it is flourishing!
I hope you enjoy this
issue dedicated to this
wonderful system,
which is such a blessing to our children
and families.
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Stewards of Our Children
BY CONRAD DUNCAN, D.MIN.

the comprehensive
development of our
children. In Proverbs
22:6, God instructed
us, through Solomon,
to, “Train up a child
in the way he should
go, and when he is
old he will not depart from it.” Also, in
Deuteronomy 6:7–9
God, through Moses,
instructed parents
to do the same.
Many Adventist
parents limit their
understanding of
Godly parenting to
the spiritual upbringing of their children.
Parents teach lessons
of scripture, try to
model Christianity
before their children,
encourage them to
get baptized, and
become involved in
God’s work—and
all this is great.
Many of us, however, fail miserably
to teach our children
the important principles of Christian
stewardship, and the
consequences are devastating. The sad reality is that more and
more of our children
are becoming ignorant on the subject of
Christian stewardship. Consequently, in
later life, many drown
deeper and deeper
into debt, even as they
are still in school. At
the same time, the
prospect of adequate
employment is getting dimmer as many
prepare for graduation
in the coming months

and years. Money
worries and Christian
stewardship are often
directly related.
Good News
It’s not too late for
Christian parents
to teach lessons for
life here and now as
well as in heaven and
the new earth. It is
time for Christian,
Bible-believing parents to expand their
understanding of
the concept, “Train
up a child in the
way he should go,”
to include the need
for teaching them
stewardship principles in general and
financial management in particular.
God provides
lessons in the Bible
on proper financial
management for
good reasons. Since
schools may not
teach these lessons
to our children, and
the finance industry
only targets them for
money that many
don’t have, the responsibility is on
parents to teach and
train their young
people to be fiscally
responsible and successful citizens.
Basic Ideas Parents
Need for Teaching
Financial Stewardship
to Their Children
1. Learn and Do—
Since children learn
from the words and
practices of their
parents, parents
must learn and
practice money
management prin-

JUDY SMITH

long as we are
Aus sparents,
God holds
accountable for

Collecting the Lambs’ Offering at Lakeland Church helps children learn the blessings of stewardship.
ciples. Today, there
are money management classes,
seminars, and
books available
everywhere. Also,
the school of hard
knocks (personal
failures and success) helps prepare
parents for teaching their children
about money.
2. Give Commission
and Compensation Instead of an
Allowance—As
early as kindergarten and elementary stages, children
should be paid for
home duties and
other assigned
projects. This way,
they learn to value
money and the
cost of the family’s
living expenses.
3. Practice and Teach
Budget Living to
Your Children—
Break down the
accumulated income into various

portions: God’s
portion, church
budget portion, saving portion, shopping portion, and
charitable portion.
Every dime should
have a special assignment. Allow
children to go
shopping with you
to learn value and
costs of products.
4. Avoid Wasteful or
Unnecessary Purchases—Differentiate between wants
and needs to demonstrate frugality.
5. Teach Financial
Self-sufficiency—
As soon as your
children understand enough about
money, teach them
the following:
• Open and
manage a
bank account
• Avoid abuse of
credit cards
• Avoid debt
• Pay back
what is owed

6. Teach Children the
Value of Investing
for Their Future—
The idea of sowing
now and reaping
later is always a vital
lesson for parents to
teach their children.
7. Help Your Teenagers Find a Job—
Slothfulness (laziness) is condemned
by the Bible. 2 Thessalonians 3:10 says,
“If anyone will not
work, neither shall
he eat.” Genesis
3:19 states, “In the
sweat of your face
you shall eat bread
(food).” In John
5:17, Jesus said, “My
Father (God) has
been working until
now, and I have
been working.”
Conclusion
May these simple,
yet necessary, concepts help your
children make good
financial decisions
in their lives.
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Forest Lake Academy Students Transformed by Truth
BY CORNELIA SCRIBNER, B.A.

lives! In addition to
having our traditional
educational program
for native speakers, we offer an ELL
(English Language
Learner) experience.
When I was called
to direct the program,
I set out three fleeces.
God answered them
all, so I knew His
hand was leading. I’ve
learned that trusting
His omniscient guidance is the most effective way to live.
Starting with six
students, I allowed
God to direct what I
should teach. In three
short years, our ELL
program grew to more
than 40 students!
Recently, God impressed upon me to
take my students from
China, Japan, and Korea outdoors and allow
them the opportunity
to write a letter to God
and tell Him what
they really felt. I told
them not to include
their names on these
letters, to be sure they
wrote authentically.
As I read these
letters from my students—almost all
with nonChristian
backgrounds—I just
wept and praised the
Lord for His transformative truth:

Dear God,
At first, I just
thought I got used
to praying—praying
for food, praying

PHOTOS: CORNELIA SCRIBNER

ducation at ForE(FLA)
est Lake Academy
truly transforms

English Language Learner (ELL) students met outdoors on the Forest Lake Academy campus to write a
personal letter to God.

After reading a Bible story in class, ELL students re-enact what they just read to help them learn the
story and identify the plot.
for safe travels, and
even praying for
some people I don’t
even know. I know
that I already started to follow You,
and that’s unbelievable because I don’t
know when I began
to trust You without
any doubt. I know
You always love us
and love us more
than anyone because the Bible says
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You are our Father.
The last time I went
to church, I tried
to listen, to understand, and I found
that it was really
interesting! When
I was praying, I
felt a light around
me and an angel
near me. I almost
cried because I
never felt something so amazing
and unbelievable.

Dear God,
I am very glad that
I have a chance to
talk to you. Before
my mom sent me
to FLA, she asked,
“Will you believe in
Jesus after you come
back?” To be honest,
at that time, I was
very sure that I would
not believe. After I
came to FLA, I found

that everyone
is very nice,
and I wanted to
know why they
were so nice. Now,
I realize it’s because
of You. I have started
praying and listening
to Christian music
because I now believe in You. Finally, I
want to pray, “Dear
Heavenly Father,
thank You that I
decided to believe
in You. Amen!”

Dear God,
My favorite words
in the Bible are, “Let
there be light.” I think
these are the most
powerful words I ever
heard. They give me
the love, the hope,
the help because You
light up my life. I do
not understand You
because I am human.
You are so mysterious, and I know You
have your own reasons and rules that
are good for us. But
I am not in a hurry,
so I will just trust in
You. I know You’ll
never hurt us. What
I can do is wait for
You and try my best
to know You better.
Thank you! Amen.
Many people wonder why I work in
Christian education
when I could get paid
more working elsewhere, but I say, “To
be able to speak God’s
truth into the lives of
students is payment
that extends beyond
the here and now.”

Greater Miami Adventist Academy
Prepares Students for Life
BY LUIS CORTES, PH.D.

he Great ComTcommand
mission gives the
to spread
the word of God’s
good news and love
for mankind. Greater
Miami Adventist
Academy (GMAA) has
focused on reaching
out by asking faculty
members and students
to present Sabbath
morning church services at area churches.
As students lead,
pray, tell the children’s
story, perform special music, and give
personal testimonies,
they spread the word
and encourage other
youth to come to the
Lord. Their desire is
for young people residing in Miami to be
provided with a Christian education where
spiritual gains will
strengthen their hearts
and biblical lessons
will fortify their souls
in preparation for the
uncertainty of the
world that lies ahead.
As we commit, He
works. In the past few
years of continuous
church visitations under the leadership of
Principal Luis Cortes,
enrollment at GMAA
has increased to its
maximum capacity. At
times, prospective students had to be turned
away and their names
placed on waiting lists.
For students and
this institution as a
whole, the blessings
of God are abundant.
This school year:
• 18 students committed their

•

•

•

•

lives to the Lord
in baptism.
46 students excelled
by scoring above
the 80th percentile
on the Iowa standardized test.
15 students served
as missionaries
for one week and
journeyed to the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
in South Dakota.
Rebecca Villalobos,
a senior, chose the
mission trip over
the senior class trip.
21 gymnastics students performed
at Archimedes
Academy for
Math, Science, and
Technology in the
Bronx, New York.
Their goal was to
convey the message
of “Live It,” meaning live life to the
fullest away from
drugs and alcohol,
and inspire young
people to remain
in school to pursue
their dreams and to
rely on God’s help.

Forty-five seniors
graduated this May.
Along with the joy
came the pain of almost losing one senior
to a tragic auto accident. This led students
and faculty to come
together in sorrow
and prayer, completely
trusting our Lord who
has planned our lives.
The outreach
church services have
encouraged more
youth to seek a Christcentered education

Greater Miami Adventist Academy’s 400+ students gathered outside for a group portrait.

Chaplain/Bible Teacher Alvin Payne baptizes 10–20 students each year on the Greater Miami Adventist
Academy campus at the close of Weeks of Prayer in October and April. Many more students make their
decision to follow Jesus at GMAA and choose to be baptized in their home church by their pastor.
where their capacity
for knowing Him is
enlarged. Ellen White
says, “To promote
the development of
body, mind, and soul,

that the divine purpose in His creation
might be realized.
This is the object
of education—the
great object of life.”

At Greater Miami
Adventist Academy,
education must reach
souls, because to know
Christ is life’s greatest
achievement.
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Can You Adopt Me, Please?

Steven’s entire family went on a
cruise and fell in love with Quinton.
They also had a pool party for his birthday (his first birthday party). They kept
urging Steven to consider keeping him.
Quinton, who had now become Steven’s fourth-grade student, had looked
into his eyes and asked, “Can you adopt
me, please? I want you to be my dad.”
Steven told his family, “I am taking
some time off. I don’t want to talk to
anyone for two weeks.”
During this time, Quinton’s counselor stopped by, and Steven told him
he needed counseling. He had begun
to question if his home was the perfect
place for Quinton. The counselor took
Steven out on the balcony and told him
to look at the boxes of flowers on the
different floors. “Some get sunshine,
some more rain, but all have blooming
flowers. Families are all different. God
has put Quinton in your life for a reason—he is blooming right here.”
Steven was still uncertain about a
full-time commitment. After all, he was
a single guy who lived a full life already

BY GLADYS NEIGEL, B.S.

With his rolling eyes turned serious and only a hint of his mischievous smile, a 10-year-old
boy looked into the face of his foster dad and asked, “Can you adopt me, please?”

right, and help him do things he hadn’t
done before, like camping and traveling.
During the previous Christmas holiday, Steven Arauz, a teacher at Indigo
Christian Junior Academy in Daytona
Beach, was vacationing in Panama
when he received a phone call from
Social Services asking him to take a
foster child. He had cared for foster
children over short periods of time
during the previous year, and Steven
met Quinton after Christmas break.
The first night, they went out for pizza,
and Steven ordered a large pizza thinking he’d have enough for the next day,
too. He ate two slices, and Quinton
finished off the rest. No wonder the
boy was overweight at 92 pounds!
Lots of water sports and a vegetarian
diet soon brought his weight down.
Quinton was so mixed up from his
home situation, he didn’t trust, and loving was impossible. It was hard to love
someone after being rejected.
The first weekend, Steven told
Quinton about creation. When he came
to the sixth day, he told Quinton how
Jesus came down into the dirt and got
His hands dirty as He formed man.
Jesus then put his face next to Adam,
breathed into his nostrils, and called
Adam His masterpiece. He said, “This
is the best thing I made all week!”
When Adam looked in water and saw
himself, he exclaimed, “I am beautiful,
and I need to show it.”
Quinton had a poor self image. He
felt worthless. So, Steven took him over
to a mirror and asked him what he saw.
He said he saw a fat person, ugly, unwanted, unloved, rejected, and stupid.
Steven reminded Quinton of what
God did with Adam and how He
said, “This was perfect. This is my
masterpiece.”
Quinton was suffering from depression. Due to the anxiety in his life, he
had anger problems, pulled his hair out
to almost becoming bald, destroyed
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property, and would reject Steven’s attempt to show him a loving home.
Finally, Steven called Social Services
and told them, “I can’t do this.” The
response was that Quinton must stay
another 30 days. Steven prayed morning and night. Before the 30 days were
up, he changed his mind because he saw
Quinton had so much potential.
When Steven took Quinton to
a Marshall’s store to buy clothes,
Quinton asked him, “Why are you
doing this for me?”
Steven answered, “If Jesus were here,
He would take off His coat, shoes, or
sweater for you. Jesus has asked me
to do this for Him.” That was the day
when Quinton first pronounced the
words, “I love you” to Steven.

PHOTOS: ANASTASIA AROCHO

came from a long chain of
Qwhouinton
foster homes. He wanted someone
could take care of him, treat him

with his dedication to teaching and love for
water sports and traveling.
Then, he received an urgent call from Social
Services to take another child for just two days.
Nathan was only eight years old but so full of anger toward life. His mother had told Nathan she
didn’t care about him.
Quinton told Steven, “You can’t send him out.
You have to change him like you did me.” Soon,
Steven heard Quinton saying, “Let me tell you a
story about how Jesus got down in the dirt and
made this beautiful masterpiece. You are a masterpiece, too.” The same words Steven used in telling
Quinton the story 10 months before, Quinton was
now repeating to Nathan. “Look into the mirror
and say, “I am a masterpiece,’” he instructed.
Nathan repeated, “I am a masterpiece.”
While the two boys were talking, Steven was
praying for help. Suddenly, Nathan came to Steven
and said, “Do you know I am a masterpiece?”
On April 25, 2016, shortly after Nathan’s visit,
Quinton completed 1,120 days in foster care and
went from being Steven’s student to becoming
his adopted son.
Update: Steven Arauz will be teaching at Orlando
Junior Academy for the 2016–2017 school year,
and Quinton will be in the fifth grade.

No Better Way to Help Kids
“A religion that is pure and stainless according
to God the Father is this: to take care of orphans
and widows who are suffering, and to keep oneself
unstained by the world.” —James 1:27 ISV

reading this Bible verse, Steven Arauz looked
Atriesfter
around his church and noticed there were minisfor men, women, and other groups, but none for

orphans. “I wonder if there is a special blessing for
taking care of orphans,” Steven pondered.
He connected with Social Services, then worked
to get his home approved and to receive certification
as a foster care provider. Children would come to his
door with only a plastic shopping bag of belongings.
With the help of Daytona Beach Church and Spring
Meadows Church members, he kept clothing on hand
in many sizes to fit whatever child came to his door.
Steven taught at Indigo Christian Junior Academy
in Daytona Beach where the school board understood his mission and let the foster kids attend classes while they were staying with him. Even though
children came for a short period of time, Steven
made sure they left with their own suitcase containing clothes and personal items.
Following his experiences, Steven has come to the
following conclusion, “There is no better way to help
kids than to have them in my home.”
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Social/Emotional Learning

Cornerstone of Our Schools’ Classroom Management Practices
BY MAYRA RODRIGUEZ, ED.S.

hat conditions
W
are needed for
optimum learning in
school? Is it technology-filled classrooms?
The latest edition of
current textbooks? A
sharp-looking new
school building? A
well-equipped, snazzy
science lab? While all
of these scenarios can
certainly play a part in
obtaining a good education, other factors
are sometimes even
more important.
For many years,
brain research has
revealed that children
learn best when they
are in an emotionally safe environment,
know the consistent
routines and procedures used in their
class, feel like an
important contributor to the classroom
learning community,
and have some choices
in their learning. For
this reason, Florida
Conference has adopted the Responsive
Classroom approach
for grades K–5 and
Developmental Designs for grades 6–8.
These are not merely classroom management programs, but
rather a philosophy
of best practices—a
way of thinking and
relating to children
that builds a successful
community of learners in each classroom
and each school, where
each student develops
a sense of belonging.
The Responsive
Classroom/Devel-

Florida Conference teachers begin each day on a positive note with students gathering for Morning
Meeting to greet each other, share experiences, and engage in short activities.
opmental Designs
approach to teaching
emphasizes academic,
social, and emotional
learning. Of course,
we have also maintained the spiritual
component that is so
integral to Seventhday Adventist education. The core belief
is that how children
learn is as important
as what they learn, and
that academic success
is largely dependent
on building strong
social-emotional
competencies.
Teachers begin
each day by conducting Morning Meeting
where students and
teachers greet one
another, share experiences, and sometimes
engage in short, fun
activities that set a
positive tone for the
day. A morning mes-
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sage from the teacher,
or sometimes from
the students, is read
daily to help students
interact with one
another and prepare themselves for
the day’s activities.
Teachers generally
end this period with
a worship/devotional
thought and prayer.
Classroom rules are
created by the students
with teacher guidance
and is an outgrowth of
a personal goal-setting
process at the beginning of each school
year. Additionally,
teachers model social
problem-solving, appropriate language,
and making productive choices when
conflicts occur. This
philosophy of classroom management
moves away from the
traditional punitive

model when children
do something wrong,
into a more productive
problem-solving model which emphasizes
logical consequences
resulting from choices
students make.
Florida Conference
first began training
its teachers with this

approach in 2008
and now conducts
practical summer
intensive training
every year for all new
K–8 educators to help
create safe and joyful classrooms where
children can thrive.
After completion of
the week-long intensive training, educator Debbie Bernet
stated, “I came to this
training thinking I
would find a way to
change my students’
behavior. Instead, it
changed my thinking,
and it changed ME!
This made a huge difference in my class
the following year!”
Ultimately, God
holds us accountable
for providing the very
best social-emotional
climate possible, so
that children feel safe
and are free to undertake the emotional
risks necessary for
academic growth to
occur in the classroom each day.

Students are asked to set personal learning goals each year, stating
their hopes and dreams for what they want to accomplish. These
goals are written and reviewed throughout the year.

Financial Stability Is Part of
Florida Conference’s Education System
BY SANDRA DORAN, ED.D.

n the past five years, schools throughout
Icome
Florida Conference have increasingly befinancially solvent. What is the secret?
Florida may be the only conference with
a Comptroller for School Finances whose
job is specifically to work with schools on
their budgets and financial stability.
That person, George Carrazana, joined
the Office of Education team in 2011 after
serving at the local Adventist school level for
20 years. Previously, he worked in the field
of international banking.
“The majority of our school treasurers
are volunteers who are not paid for their
services or expertise,” says Carrazana.
“School treasurers have a commitment
to our schools that is priceless and sometimes overlooked. By working together, we
are able to turn schools around and bring
them to a point of financial solvency.”
How is this accomplished? The first step
is developing expertise. “Every one of our
local treasurers must go through a process
of understanding how to keep the books,
read financial statements, prepare a budget, and stick within its parameters,” says
Carrazana. “The budget should always
reflect the mission and vision of the school
and provide adequate support for student
learning and current needs.”
In Florida Conference, operating and
capital budgets are developed by the school’s
administration and approved by the constituent church(es) and Florida Conference
Board of Education each year prior to teacher
release contracts. These steps have been
implemented to create a solvent financial
position at each school. The goal is for each
school to balance the budget, create working
capital, build reserves, and allocate adequate
depreciation. By doing this, our schools are
now more financially solid and more in line
with the true operations of a business.
“We strongly believe that the financial
resources of a school influence the quality of its educational program,” says Frank
Runnels, Florida Conference Vice President
for Education. “Each school must possess
or be able to obtain adequate financial resources to support its core programs and
further its mission. Budget planning takes
into consideration important trends and
risks that have shaped the school in the
past, or are likely to do so in the future.

Communicating a clear budget enables users
of the financial statements to see the organization through the eyes of those responsible
for the day-to-day operations and provides
a context for the financial statements.”
The Florida Conference Office of Education,
through Carazzana, oversees all elementary
schools’ financial well-being from a global
perspective. “This is both a blessing and a
challenge,” he says. “School treasurers have
different personalities
and financial skills.
We have high expectations for the concise
way financial information is communicated.
We want our schools
to be financially solid
and enhance their
fiscal positions.”
As a result, Florida
schools are on solid
ground. We praise
God for His infinite
blessings as we continue to maintain
fiscal responsibility
within the context
of our unique Adventist mission.
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Youth Outreach
Impacts Tampa Bay
mpact Tampa Bay
Ifrom
brought 26 youth
across Florida
Conference to help
transform the lives of
a community. Young
people between ages
14–24 shared a message of hope through
a variety of projects
such as serving meals
to the needy, helping in thrift stores,
beautifying homes,
and providing tech
support to the elderly.
For 7–10 days, these
young missionaries,

who either commuted
or were boarded at
Tampa Adventist
Academy, supported
local churches with
their ministries/
projects. They also
went door-to-door
gathering valuable
information and
Bible study interests
to be followed up by
the local churches.
There were 21 different options from
which to choose. Some
projects were challenging and took the

JACKIE POWELL-LONG

BY ROBERT HINES, M.A.

Part of the Impact Tampa Bay mission trip included projects to beautify homes.
young people out of
their comfort zones.
Daily worship conducted by Jacksonville
Mandarin Associate
Pastor Timothy Jemly
offered opportunities
for participants to talk
about their experiences and
share their
testimonies.

The most powerful
aspect of this mission
trip was hearing young
people talk about outreach possibilities they
would like in their
churches, such as food
banks or sports ministries. Many of these
youth are committed
to attend Impact Jacksonville in June 2017.

We now have young
people excited about
serving their community and church. The
Florida Conference
Youth Department
supports the vision
of youth who wish to
start their own ministry by offering advice,
technical help, and
financial assistance.

Government Supports Health Ministry
BY CHINESE PIONEER MISSIONARIES AND AUDREY FOLKENBERG, M.S.

e [Chinese PioW
neer Missionaries]
continue to share the
Gospel through medical evangelism with
health seminars and
free health check-ups
for the community.
Mei and her daughter
joined the detoxing
and wellness program. Just three days
after we met, Mei
was sent to a hospital
experiencing extreme
pain in the abdomen,
and then slipped into
a coma. Doctors told
the family they could
do nothing for her.
When her family called to ask us to
pray for her, we called
church members
and prayed together

for Mei. The next
day, we went to the
hospital to pray and
encourage her family. Her daughters
said that if she recovered, they would
attend our church.
We praise the Lord
that Mei recovered
and was discharged.
She now attends our
church along with her
husband, two daughters, and sons-in-law!
Mei’s family is a living
testimony for all who
come to our house
church. We are giving
them Bible studies,
and they are active
in church. The family volunteers during free community
health assessments,
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visits the elderly,
and donates money
to help the needy.
Noticing our social service work, the
local government
is very appreciative and encourages us to continue
this ministry.
Your prayers are
making a difference.
Every Sabbath, more
than 30 people meet
in this church plant,
and somewhere between 29–35 people
receive Bible studies every week.
Thank you for
your prayers and
continued giving
to support pioneer
teams in unreached
areas of China.

The local government to one region of China gave encouragement
and support for this pioneer missionary-operated health clinic.

Coming Events

Changing Lives
One Prayer at a Time

A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/events/

BY LORI THIEME, M.S.

Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

A

Ana Garcia was given special
recognition for organizing a
team from Forest City Spanish
Church to pray for the teachers,
children, and families at Kid’s
Ark Development Center.

Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners,
outings, and more. Details: djmiller4000@gmail.com,
or (407) 703‑3050.
A Better Choice / Adventist Book Center. Altamonte Springs:
national toll-free number, (877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222).
Miami: (305) 805‑9900. High Springs: (386) 454‑7956.
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or
order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Resumes in October.
Planned Giving Clinic.
Oct. 1. West Palm Beach Spanish Church.

August 2016–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SONscreen | Ignite. Aug. 13-14. (See details, below.)
Pathfinder/Youth Night. Aug. 25. Camping World Stadium (formerly
Citrus Bowl) for Miami Dolphins vs. Atlanta Falcons preseason foot‑
ball game, 1 Citrus Bowl Place, Orlando. Drum corps to perform at
pre-game/entrances to stadium beginning 7:00 p.m. Kickoff: 8:00 p.m.
Purchase fundraiser tickets online, $25 for upper level seating or $50
for lower level: http://www.floridaconference.com/events/nflgame

PHOTOS: LORI THIEME

na Garcia was honored at Kids’ Ark
Development Center in Altamonte
Springs during the annual VPK graduation. Every day, for the past four years,
Ana has organized a team of church
members from Forest City Spanish
Church to go into the center and pray for
teachers, children, and their families.
“The teachers feel that the church
cares about them,” says Director Maria
Manzone, “Ana inspires us to keep on
going. Even when the babies see her coming, they automatically fold their hands.”
Not only does Ana pray with the
teachers and children, she also prays for
the families. Approximately half of the
families are nonAdventist. Programs
such as Kids’ Ark are vital ministries
and, with church involvement, serve as a
powerful outreach to the community.
In operation for 12 years, Kids’ Ark serves
families with children from age six weeks
to five years. The mission statement is:

September 2016–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Each child gave Ana a flower to fill
her cup and symbolize the way she
has filled each of them with love.

To provide a childcare service that goes above and beyond simply caring for
the kids, but thrives to develop all their faculties for the glory of God and
for the betterment of society, in a fun, loving, Christian environment.
“This is what makes us unique,” says Maria. “We are more than
just a quality program preparing children for school, we are preparing
children for heaven.”

Spanish-language Marriage Retreat. Sept. 9-11 & 16-18. Camp Kulaqua
23400 NW 212nd Ave., High Springs. Theme: Renovación—un fin
de semana para recordar. Cost: $245-$350 depending on choice of
accommodations. Adults only, no children. Registration deadline: Aug.
30. Details: rebeca.delosrios@floridaconference.com or (407) 618‑0205.
Adventist Health Ministry Legacy Celebration. Sept. 17. Calvary
[Assembly] Orlando Church, 1199 Clay St., Winter Park. 10:00 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. A celebration of our health ministry legacy and
acknowledgement of employees who have served. Speaker: Dan Jackson.

October 2016– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Retired Denominational Workers and Young at Heart Retreat.
Oct. 23-26. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 212nd Ave., High Springs.
Featured speaker: Mike Cauley. Details and registration:
http://www.campkulaqua.com/ or (386) 454‑1351.

August 13–14, 2016
Florida Conference Office • Altamonte Springs
Learn to use film & media industry skills for ministry
$45 includes three meals
Schedule and registration online:

floridaconference.com/sonscreenignite
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Youth Taking
On the World
For Christ

BY RAY QUEEN, B.A.

hen I arrived on staff at
W
Camp Kulaqua in 2005,
Outdoor Education—an
educational program that
combines fun, learning, outdoors, and God—had fewer
than 50 students involved.
I felt strongly about the
importance of connecting
children to the outdoors, so
began rebuilding the program for our Florida Conference schools. Through hard
work and dedication, there
are now more than 400 students and teachers who attend the program annually.
Not only do teachers see
the advantage of coming to
Outdoor Education, but they
see the benefits being car-

ried back into the classrooms
and into the student’s lives
on a regular basis. We have a
dedicated team that provides
these programs for the children of Florida Conference.
When I was a child, being
outside was considered safe
and normal. I can remember
coming home from school,
doing my homework, getting a snack, and being sent
outside to play until dark.
The environment was more
about building forts in the
woods out of palm branches
and sticks than today’s world
of building cubed castles in a
3D world on Minecraft.
As the information age
continues to boom around
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Education Through
the Eyes of Nature

Chris Jones leads an Outdoor Education
class as part of Camp Kulaqua’s Getting
Into Nature swamp walk to explore
plants and wildlife in natural settings.
us, programs such as summer camps and Outdoor
Education are becoming an
important part for today’s
families. Outdoor Education
at Camp Kulaqua connects
children and classrooms to
the great outdoors and the
Creator through learning
experiences such as:
• Swamp walks
• Catching frogs
• Hand dipping candles

Randy Williams instructs an Outdoor
Education student in archery.
• Riding a horse for
the first time
• Spinning thread from
sheep’s wool
Outdoor Education
has become one of our
favorite programs at
Camp Kulaqua.

