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Early Church Pioneers Set the Stage for Service

BY MIKE CAULEY, D.MIN.
FLORIDA CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

n July, Dottie and I
Iwork
visited the Adventist
in Australia—an
inspiring experience.
Avondale College has
trained Adventist
workers in the South
Pacific for more than
100 years. The story of
purchasing the Avondale Estate, establishing Sidney Hospital,
and founding Sanitarium Foods (the leading
producer and distributor of breakfast cereal,
soy milk, and almond
milk in all of Australia and New Zealand
today) provides an
amazing contribution
to the mission of our
Adventist people.
The genesis for
most of this was the
nine years Ellen White
served as a missionary
in the 1890s. During
her time in Oceania,
there were fewer than
1,000 Adventist members in Australia. It

was a very
difficult context for the
Adventist
work. People in
Australia were
going hungry.
Neighbors
would frequently steal food
from Sunnyside, Ellen White’s humble
home. She enlisted
other members in
Cooranbong, New
South Wales, to relieve
the needs of those
suffering from deprivation. At one time,
she remarked that
people in the community were the worst
people among which
she had ever lived.
Because of Ellen
White’s support of the
message of righteousness by faith at the
1888 General Conference Session and the
opposition to the gospel by General Conference leadership at the
time, the leadership of

the Church sent her to
Australia against her
will. She submitted to
her Church leadership
and became a missionary at a far off place
at the age of 64—the
average life expectancy
for American women
during that time.
Church leaders probably did not expect to
see her alive again.
During her time
in Australia, Ellen
White wrote Desire of
Ages, Steps to Christ,
and Thoughts from
the Mount of Blessing. The brethren in
Battle Creek delayed
printing Desire of Ages
for two years while
they prioritized the
printing of Daniel and
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Revelation by Uriah
Smith, one of the
major opponents of
righteousness by faith.
While in Australia,
she appealed to the
General Conference
to allow establishing
a level of structure
between local or mission conferences and
the General Conference. The first Union
Conference was established in this way,
and a young evangelist working in New
Zealand, Arthur G.
Daniels, became the
first union president.
Toward the end of
her ministry in Australia, Ellen White
grew satisfied and
happy, but God began
to stir her heart that
it was time to return
home. In 1900, she
returned to North
America at a time
when the Seventhday Adventist Church
needed revival,
renewal, and reform.
By the grace of God,
the Church was reorganized around the
present union conference structure. The
first union president,
Arthur G. Daniels, was
elected General Con-

ference president. He
was a supporter of the
gospel as the foundation for the Church’s
ministry and mission.
Through the leading of the Holy Spirit,
God led Ellen White
to hit the “reset button” for Adventism.
This story strengthened my faith in God’s
leading within the
Adventist Church in
spite of spiritual warfare and roadblocks
thrown by the enemy.
May we learn to trust
God to lead the work
of His people through
the intervention of
the Holy Spirit. With
me, I hope you, too,
will be inspired by
the examples in this
issue of Florida Focus
to devote your life to
service in whatever
way He leads you.
My heart is now
stayed on the promise, “For I know the
thoughts that I think
toward you, says
the Lord, thoughts
of peace and not of
evil, to give you a
future and a hope.”
—Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV

God has a hope
and future today
for Adventism.

Notes from the Editors
The departments highlighted in this issue are authored by new
directors who present a glimpse of what is happening in their
areas. We pray the center spread story of volunteerism shown
by Dr. West is an inspiration to each of you.
This will be the final issue of Florida Focus magazine in this
current format. After more than three decades of serving our
readers with news and views from around Florida Conference,
we say a fond farewell to each of you who have taken this
journey with us.

Pastoral Ministries

Serving Through Caring

BY TIM GOFF

n my heart, I knew pastors needed
Itoward
a retreat to revitalize their hearts
their spouse and children.
The pressures of pastoral ministry are
many, the demands are high, and far
too few of us manage our family, work,
and personal time. I was confident it
was not just my family because many
pastors kept asking, “Are we having a
retreat this year at Camp Kulaqua?”
Normally, at ministers’ retreats,
there is a combination of visioning,
leadership presentations, and updates from Conference departments
including budget and policy items.
After much prayer and consideration,
our Pastoral Ministries team agreed
the retreat should focus solely on the
pastoral family, believing churches
benefit greatly when the pastoral family is healthy, inspired, and renewed.
Forest Lake Pastor Geoff Patterson
introduced me to FAMiLY-iD, a ministry created by Greg Gunn to bless
and strengthen families by teaching
them how to write their own family
vision and values. As I listened to what
FAMiLY-iD is all about, I was deeply
moved realizing the Lord brought
them to help restore the joy of family
and strengthen our pastors’ homes.
Our Pastoral Ministries team
poured their hearts and creativity into
lifting our ministerial families by creating an experience to inspire, heal,
renew, and restore. We set the tone
for our time together by announcing, “We are going to pray and play.”
Worship times were Spirit-filled
as Michelle Vasquez, former Pastoral Ministries assistant, and Annie
Pérez, Florida Conference Prayer
Ministries director, led us in prayer
times. From FAMiLY-iD, Greg Gunn
and Randy and Sherri Alsbury

It is the prayer of the Pastoral Minwalked us through a visioning and
istries team for our pastors to return to
values writing experience.
their districts refreshed, renewed, and
Judy Smith, Florida Conference
Children’s and Family Ministries direc- ready to begin their ministry focusing
on renewing families all across Florida.
tor, and her team blessed the children
From our hearts, our Pastoral Miniswith activities during the sessions. Phil
tries Department and pastors all across
Younts and Camp Kulaqua staff made
Florida Conference say, “Thank you for
the retreat enjoyable, comfortable, and
the blessing of this retreat.”
relaxing. They went the extra mile decorating for the Western Cowboy CookTim Goff may be contacted at
out at River Ranch Water Park.
tim.goff@floridaconference.com
The 2017 retreat concluded with
parents and children announcing their “Declaration
of Family Interdependence.”
With new fidget spinner toys
in hand, children stood at
the front with their parents
while Florida Conference
President Mike Cauley offered a prayer of blessing for
Three Things You
pastors and their families.
Can Do to
Ancient words and anSupport Pastors
and Their Fam
cient truths renewed our
ilies
minds while true words
Create a culture of m
echoed from scripture,
utual
be
tween pastor and co appreciation
“Behold, I will send you
ng
Af firmation and empa regation.
Elijah the prophet before
thy are treasured
gifts we can give to
the coming of the great
one another.
and dreadful day of the
Insist pastors take at
Lord. And he will turn
least
of
f per quarter from pr one Sabbath
the hearts of the fathers
ea
recommend doing th ching. We
to the children, and
is when there is
a fifth Sabbath in a
the hearts of the chilmonth
m
atter of discussion am . Make it a
dren to their fathers…”
the pastor to invite a ong elders and
—Malachi 4:5–6 NKJV.
gu
pastor would conside est speaker. The
Could it be these words
r it a joy to sit with
family and gain the
are to be received now
blessin
pa
rt of a congregationa g of being
as an assignment from
l experience.
the Lord? Perhaps
Ask your pastor abou
restoring families is
t the
an
not something we
d FAMiLY-iD, and expl retreat
congregation might ore how your
wait in hope for but
strengthen families.
take to heart and do
something about?
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Spanish-language Ministries

Serving Through Discipling
BY ABDIEL DEL TORO

he mission
Tlanguage
of SpanishMinistries is
to work tirelessly to prepare mature
disciples in Spanish-speaking Biblical
communities for the coming of Jesus.
It is my desire to implement our vision to lead and achieve a solid missionary movement by fashioning authentic
disciples in all of our Spanish-speaking
churches to effectively reach people of
all ages and cultures for the Kingdom.
Both our mission and vision are in
keeping with those of Florida Conference and are fulfilled as we allow the
Holy Spirit to lead us to reach out, prepare, and equip disciples in all of our
evangelism campaigns, conventions,
training, and everyday interactions with
others. Because we purposefully heed
our Lord Jesus Christ’s commission to
go and make disciples in all our programs, we plan accordingly in all we do.
Our values are:
Grace: Proclaiming salvation through
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Hope: Anticipating the blessed hope of
His soon return.
Integrity: Inspiring integrity of heart
through intimacy with our Lord Jesus.
The three-year projection and philosophy of Spanish-language Ministries is:

CREATION Health seminar at Campestre Hispano (Spanish-language Camp Meeting).

Abdiel del Toro speaks at Campestre Hispano.

Evangelism at Fort Myers Spanish Church.

2018—LIVE IT
Discipleship as a way of life
2019—SHARE IT
Service as part of the disciple’s life
2020—MULTIPLY IT
Disciples who live, share,and encourage discipleship

A FIEL (Florida Institute of Evangelism for Laypeople) training series concludes at Tallahassee Spanish Church.

Abdiel del Toro may be contacted at abdiel.deltoro@floridaconference.com
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Prison Ministries

Serving Through Sharing—a personal testimony
BY FRANK BARTON

nessee. We purchased a lovely little
spread with a 3,200-square-foot house
out in the country. There was plenty of
room on the property for gardening,
fruit trees, and even blueberries.
Florida Conference kept calling
on us for more and more training
workshops and other speaking
appointments. It seemed that we were
spending more time traveling than
at home, and we were encouraged to
think about moving back to Florida.
“Lord, if you want us to move to
Florida,” I prayed, “please, help my
house to sell.” The house didn’t sell and
just sat there for six months. When I
started to think that the Lord didn’t
want us to move, I felt impressed to
lower the price by $5,000. Immediately,
the realtor got a buyer for the house at
$15,000 less than we were asking.
My wife and I took the night to pray
about it. We just did not feel that the
Lord wanted us to accept this offer.
The next morning, when we met with
the realtor, she said there was another
offer on the table. This time, a young
couple offered to pay $5,000 for the
closing costs in addition to $100 more
than the asking price for the house.
We then traveled to Florida and
asked the Lord to show us where we
should make our new home. On the
very first day, John Pawson, a Conference acquaintance, told me the Lord
had a house for us. We visited the
home, felt it was what we needed, and
immediately signed the contract.
Previously, I had learned it was going to cost more than $8,000 to move
our furniture and all our belongings
down to Florida. The Lord impressed
me to ask the owner of the house
we were buying if we could buy the
couch, and she said we could have

LEE BENNETT

fter many years in Florida ConferAMaxine,
ence prison ministries, my wife,
and I decided to retire in Ten-

Maxine and Frank Barton, Florida Prison Ministries Coordinators.
the couch if we bought the house.
So, I asked if we could buy all the
furniture, and the answer was, “yes.”
We returned to Tennessee, called the
couple buying our house, and said we
would like to talk with them. We were
able to witness about God’s love
when we visited. We told them
we were going to give them all of
our furniture, garden tractors,
and pretty much all of my
tools. They both started to
cry and said they couldn’t
believe anyone would do
something like this.
When all was said
and done, we ended
up coming out
ahead. “When

you ask God what you should do,
He always pours out a blessing
more than you expected.”
Frank Barton may be contacted at
frank.barton@floridaconference.com

“True faith is never found alone; it is always accompanied by
expectation. The man who believes the promises of God expects to
see them fulfilled. Where there is no expectation, there is no faith.”
—The Best of A.W. Tozer, complied by Warren Wiersbe
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Gainesville Church Member

Serving Through Volunteering
BY MOLLY VOSSLER, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, THE INDEPENDENT FLORIDA ALLIGATOR

years ago, on a hot sumTtiredhree
mer day in East Gainesville, rephysician Fred West, M.D.,
was handing out books and bottles
of water to the overheated and overlooked residents of Dignity Village,
a city-supported homeless shelter
adjoining a sprawling city of tents.
West saw a distressed man sitting in the woods, agonizing over an
irritated, bare, and blistering foot.
Eighty-two-year-old West, who traded
epidemiology for golf 20 years earlier,
was afraid that if he didn’t act immediately, the horribly infected limb
would soon require amputation.
Convincing a frantic, uninsured type
II diabetic to leave the comfort of his
tent with a slow-talking, white-haired
stranger would be an ambitious task
for most. It became West’s new job.
A University of Florida alumnus
who obtained his medical degree at
the University of Iowa, West returned
to Gainesville in 1994 for a retirement full of God and golf. An elder
at Gainesville Seventh-day Adventist
Church, the doctor’s devotion to service
is what ultimately led him to the eighth
building on GRACE Marketplace’s
loop of small, concrete structures that
provide social services in one locale
for the homeless and those in need.
Every Monday since his first visit,
West has returned to Dignity Village
to hold a wound-care clinic for the
homeless. Residents call him Dr.
Fred. He serves as resident doctor,
counselor, comedian, and friend.
The lackluster stack of donated
medical supplies in the corner of
West’s pop-up clinic is of no help
to about a fourth of the people who
stop by. “After all,” West said, “gauze
and antibiotic ointment can’t cure
undiagnosed cases of diabetes, heart
disease, and hypertension.” In those
cases, West won’t advise uninsured
and chronically ill homeless persons
to travel across town for care at a real
hospital. Instead, he drives them there.
Katherine Briggs, one of four women
on the elderly doctor’s small team of
spiritual volunteers, said she couldn’t
possibly estimate the number of hours
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West has sat in a hospital waiting room
alongside someone he
met earlier that day
at Dignity Village.
“Many times, Dr. Fred
has personally taken someone he does not know in his car to
the clinic,” Briggs said. “That’s
risky, but Dr. Fred is going to do
what Dr. Fred is going to do.
“In spite of limited resources
and an occasionally disheartening work environment,
the doctor never complains and seldom makes
requests—unless it’s to nag
his volunteers to come to
worship services he organizes
at the shelter on the first and
third Saturday of each month.
“The medical assistance West
provides is merely a component of
his presence at GRACE. Whether
it’s his first time seeing a patient or
his fortieth, the doctor treats everyone who walks into his makeshift
clinic as if they were an old friend.
“West just understands something about the homeless population that others don’t. Sometimes
they don’t need anything more than
someone to care about them.”
Originally from the Bronx, New
York, Michael Peter Vallon is one of
thousands who wind up living in Dignity Village due to unfortunate life
circumstances, and one of hundreds
to receive treatment from West.
In spite of life’s hardships, 65-yearold Vallon said he finds joy in little
things such as talking about the New
York Giants, drawing with his aqua
blue gel pen, and joking around in
building number eight with the doctor who looks just like Albert Einstein.
“He’s a trip isn’t he? Everybody loves
Dr. Fred,” Vallon said. “I like his moustache. He looks very distinguished.”
Even as a volunteer dips his feet—
battered and bleeding from miles
walked in flimsy boat shoes—in and
out of a soap-filled plastic tub, Vallon’s eyes never leave West. “I’m just
keeping it cool, Dr. Fred,” Vallon said,

smiling. “Man, I
love that mustache.”
Susan Jones, a registered nurse and fellow church member, has
helped West ever since he
started serving the residents
of Dignity Village. Three
years later, 66-year-old Jones
said, “Dr. West continues to surprise me with his utter kindness and
charisma. People latch on to him. If
I’m here without him, I feel lost.”
Jones frequently compares West’s
volunteer work to that of Jesus
Christ. “He tries to build his life on
what he can do to help others, kind
of acting as the hands and feet of
Jesus,” she said. “He’s concerned
about people, and he shows it.”
Jones recounted a time a few
months ago when West called her to
say he wasn’t feeling well. He asked
if she could run the clinic alone
that day. “I told him, ‘Sure.’ Later,
I found out he was in the hospital;
he’d had a heart attack at home.
“To me, every day he’s out there,
he’s putting his life on the line,”
she said. “But he won’t stop.”
West, waving the heart attack off
as if it were a cold, said he’ll stop volunteering at Dignity Village when he’s
no longer healthy enough to do so. His
most reliable volunteer, however, said
his doctors are still waiting for West
to gain enough strength for the placement of a second and third heart stent.
“I think it’s important that we
understand and see there are people
who need help, and aren’t—for
any number of reasons—able to
help themselves,” West says.

SUSAN DANFORTH JONES
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Human Resources/Talent Management

Serving Through Training

dding a new
ADepartment
name to the
of

A joint team comprised of staff from Human Resources/Talent Management, Payroll, and Benefits are working to streamline and simplify
Human Resources
the management of employee data.
signifies leading
into a new direction
with the addition of Talent Managewith excellence, each member of our
You can count on the members of
ment. While our main focus is still on
team has undergone training to faciliour team to help fulfill the mission,
fulfilling the mission of Jesus Christ,
tate the new design for the department
meet the needs of our stakeholders,
the new directive ensures the preparaas well as acquaint themselves with new and provide customer service with a
tion of capable key talent to join adautomated processes to give better cussmile. This increased professionalism
ministration in fulfilling this focus.
tomer service to Florida constituents.
with a purpose is essential to Jesus’
Our support for schools and churchAs employees and members, each
mission and is facilitated by the team
es in the full life cycle from recruitment of you need to be able to count on
working in a more efficient manner.
through retirement and/or voluntary
us. This means trusting each deAs the Director of Human Reseparation has not changed. Instead,
partment employee being able to do
sources/Talent Management, I am
recognizing our shared mission gives
their task and implementing policy
happy to talk with you and answer
purpose to our service and unites our
to the fullness. The entire team can
any questions you may have.
many individual parts to work as one.
be depended upon for support as
Yasmin Then may be contacted at
In order to better equip the office to
they work together to achieve each
yasmin.then@floridaconference.com
serve our Conference and our Savior
goal. We call this Count-On-Able.
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LEE BENNETT

BY YASMIN THEN

Property Development

Serving Through Building
BY WILLIAM COCHRAN

property and building projects. These
projects include property purchases
and sales, new facility construction,
renovation, and even major maintenance projects. As the department’s
new director, my personal goal is to see
every project start strong and end successfully. Achieving this goal requires
carefully tailoring each project to needs
and resources of its users.
I strive to leverage my background
and experience as an attorney and
licensed architect to bring strategic and
fiscal planning, regulatory compliance,
and practical construction considerations together with caring and creativity to advance the mission of Florida
Conference. The most successful projects result from careful nurturing of
each of these components.
Our department facilitates each
project through several critical phases:
• Analyze the true needs and
determine the appropriate
scope of the project.
• Identify the financial resources
available for the project and
expand them where necessary.
• Prequalify and select qualified
professionals with experience
to achieve desired results.
• Draft, negotiate, and execute
contracts with design and
construction teams.
• Manage the budget, documentation, and schedule of the project
throughout construction.

LEE BENNETT

Development DepartTlocalhementProperty
exists primarily to facilitate our
churches and schools with all their

Deann Hawley and William Cochran of the Property Development Department review church architectural plans.
The long history of building
projects within the Conference
indicates the first two phases have
the largest bearing on the ultimate
success of a project. Scripture indicates this is not a recent phenomenon: “Suppose one of you wants
to build a tower. Won’t you first
sit down and estimate the cost to
see if you have enough money to
complete it?” —Luke 14:28 NIV. We
labor to avoid the fate Luke acknowledges for one who “began to
build and wasn’t able to finish.” The
only truly successful project is one
serving the needs and can be supported by resources of its users.
The track record established
by my predecessors in Property

Development is commendable. I am
happy to be carrying on the legacy
of projects completed successfully
within budget and schedule constraints. Every new church dedicated, every new project loan drawn,
every mortgage satisfied, and every
congregation with a place to worship our Creator is a testament to
the great work He can accomplish
through faithful stewardship.
If your church or school is beginning to think about or is planning for
a property, building, or construction
project, I am here ready to help you
navigate the process.
William Cochran may be contacted at
william.cochran@floridaconference.com
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Youth Taking
On the World
For Christ
Pathfinder and Adventurer Ministries

Serving Through Organizing
BY PEDRO PEREZ

ow do
H
two
guys, the
Pathfinder
and Adventurer
director
and associate, show up to support
300 churches? We can’t do it
alone. We have recruited volunteers to help us. This team
makes it possible for every
Florida Conference church
to have someone within an
hour’s drive who can help
start or grow a Pathfinder or
Adventurer club. We thank
God for this group of leaders!
To achieve this mammoth
undertaking, the Conference is divided into four
areas. To further facilitate
the program, each area is divided into zones and clusters.
Qualified volunteers serve as
coordinators for each level.
Club ministries target
different age groups and
have unique purposes. The
Pathfinder organization is a
child/teen ministry created
to help children in grades
5–12 grow and develop
as Christians and socially
responsible young people.
Adventurer ministry is designed to help families raise
children from pre-kindergarten through grade 4.
To increase the availability of personnel to clubs in
the field, Stephen Stewart
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joined the department August 1, 2017, as Associate
Director of Pathfinder and
Adventurer Ministries.
Fall is a busy time as
two of the year’s largest
events are in the planning
and preparation stages:
Florida Pathfinder
State Camporee
Pathfinders from throughout Florida Conference will
journey to Fisheating Creek
Outpost in Palmdale October 26–29 for a Florida Pathfinder State Camporee. There
are many great outdoor activities, honors, special guest
presenters, demonstrations,
hands-on classes, games, and
spiritual programs planned.
The camporee will
bring together hundreds
of Pathfinders for a weekend of worship, fun, and
meeting new friends as
they remember the theme:
I Am Loved…By Jesus.
Adventurer Super Fun Day
Clubs across the Conference are gearing up for
biggest event of the year—
Adventurer Super Fun Day
at the Space Coast Stadium
in Viera on Sunday, November 12. The theme, I Am
Loved…By Jesus will be evident as Adventurers, for their
mission project, bring loads
of new stuffed animals to
benefit Noah’s Kuddles.

The Island Navigator program invigorates Pathfinders outside the traditional classroom by spending time in the natural surroundings on Molasses Key as they study
the handiwork of the Creator.
Using the theme, Red
Flyer wagon-size floats will
be decorated and judged before joining a parade through
the fairgrounds. This enables

Adventurers and their floats
to attract attention and distribute flyers to fairgoers.
The fun day also includes exhibits, crafts, and games.

Pathfinder and Adventurer Ministries
Director: Pedro.Perez@floridaconference.com
Associate: Stephen.Stewart@floridaconference.com
Online Store: Elizabeth.Bence@floridaconference.com
Web Site: floridaconference.com/PAD

Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Serving Through Listening

F

A complete calendar is available online:

floridaconference.com/events

BY JUAN RODRIGUEZ

or several
years, we
have heard
of a Church
that is not
meeting the
needs of the
next generation. We’ve heard the stories of
young people who leave the church
and are not coming back. One of
my goals is to change this narrative.
When I look around our Conference, I see churches doing amazing
things for young people, and I want
to share their stories. By sharing
their stories, we start the process
of changing the culture of all our
churches to become a place where
youth and young adults are valued.
We become an Adventist culture
where grace, hope, and wholeness
are in the common language of
what we do as a denomination.
One of my immediate objectives
is to visit with pastors and churches
to determine their needs and desires by listening to their stories.
Only then can our focus turn to
helping customize our efforts to
specific areas of need. We desire to

Coming Events

work with and through churches
to impact their community.
We already have life-changing
narratives that take place in
churches like Spring Meadows,
led by Pastor Orlando Lopez,
and outstanding youth work by
Pastor Mark Reams at Forest Lake
Church and Pastor Greg Creek at
Florida Hospital Church, in addition to other churches throughout
South Florida. We can make those
places centers of training that
will impact churches interested in
changing their youth and young
adult culture from hopelessly
leaving to hopefully leading.
I’m tired of hearing stories
that young adults are leaving the church and not coming back. By God’s grace and
strength, we will reverse this
phenomenon by building a network of leaders that will connect youth and young adults to
an abundant life in Christ.
Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Director Juan Rodriguez will
be happy to listen to your story:
juan.rodriguez@floridaconference.com

Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

A Better Choice / Adventist Book Center. Altamonte Springs:
national toll-free number, (877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222).
Miami: (305) 805‑9900. High Springs: (386) 454‑7956.
Shop online: floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e-mail:
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule. Avoid shipping costs by placing an ABC order to be delivered to a location as scheduled below.
Orders must be made by phone or e-mail before 5:30 p.m. on the
Thursday before a scheduled Sunday delivery.
Oct. 1. Inverness, Tampa First, Brandon, West Coast Christian Academy in
Bradenton, Sarasota, North Port, Port Charlotte.
Oct. 8. Pompano Beach, Ambassador in Lauderdale Lakes, Sunrise,
Plantation. (Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.)
Oct. 22. Daytona Beach, New Smyrna Beach, Titusville, Cocoa, Fort Pierce.
(Southeastern Conference: Palm Bay.)
Oct. 29. East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Brooksville, Homosassa, Spring Hill,
New Port Richey, Clearwater, St. Petersburg.
Nov. 5. Lady Lake, North Lake, Ocala, Cross City, Perry, Tallahassee.
Nov. 12. Palm Coast, Palatka, St. Augustine, Orange Cove, Jacksonville
First, Jacksonville Southpoint. (Southeastern Conference:
Jacksonville Ephesus.)
Nov. 19. Winter Haven, Avon Park, Arcadia, Cape Coral, Fort Myers,
Lehigh Acres, Naples.
Dec. 3. Midport, West Palm Beach First, Boynton Beach, Margate.
(Southeastern Conference: Port Saint Lucie, West Palm Beach Ephesus.)
Dec. 10. Inverness, Tampa First, Brandon, West Coast Christian Academy
in Bradenton, Sarasota, North Port, Port Charlotte.
Dec. 17. Pompano Beach, Ambassador in Lauderdale Lakes, Sunrise,
Plantation. (Southeastern Conference: Mt. Olivet.)

October 2017– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Go Fish for Kids Community Outreach. Oct. 7. Brandon Spanish
Church, 513 E. Clay Ave., Brandon. 2:00-5:00 p.m. Details:
judy.smith@floridaconference.com or (407) 644-5000 x2440.
Fourth Annual Adventist Motorcycle Ministry Camp Meeting. Oct.
13-15. Southeastern Conference Campground, 1771 S.R. 20, Hawthorne. Guest speaker: Patrick Nave. Cost: $120, includes registration,
room, and meals. Sponsored by Spring Meadows Church. Details:
adventistmotorcycleministry.org, (813) 633-0803, or (407) 970-6467.
Unquenchable Love Couples’ Retreat. Oct. 20-22. Camp Kulaqua, 23400
NW 212nd St., High Springs. Guest speaker: Mike Tucker. Cost: $325.
Details: floridaconference.com/events/couples-retreat
Florida State Pathfinder Camporee. Oct. 26-29. Fisheating Creek Outpost, 7555 US 27, Palmdale. Outdoor activities, honors, special guest
presentations, hands-on classes, games, spiritual programs, and more.
Cost: $49. Details: contact your local church Pathfinder director or
visit floridaconference.com/events/florida-state-pathfinder-camporee

November 2017–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Hope for Hurting Hearts Retreat. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 NW 212nd St.,
High Springs. An educational retreat for those who’ve been sexually
abused as children, providing educational support for survivors of
sexual abuse. This retreat is confidential, anonymous, and private.
Speaker: Annie Pérez Ph.D. Cost: $125, all-inclusive.
Nov. 2-5. English-language. Details:
floridaconference.com/events/hope-hurting-hearts-retreat-english
Nov. 9-12. Spanish-language. Details:
floridaconference.com/events/esperanza-para-corazones-dolidos
Adventurer Super Fun Day. Nov. 12. Space Coast Stadium, 5800 Stadium Parkway, Viera. Exhibits, crafts, games, and more. Details:
floridaconference.com/events/state-adventurer-super-fun-day
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Prayer Ministries

Serving Through Praying
BY ANA “ANNIE” PÉREZ, PH.D.

Conference’s Prayer
Fnowlorida
Ministries Department
hosts a weekly Prayer
Line and a monthly All-night
Prayer Conference via call-in
phone numbers for English
and Spanish languages.

“I did my devotional
this morning on the new
phone prayer line,” said one
recent caller. “Nice way to
wake up and share ministry
with those calling in from
all over the Conference.”

Weekly Prayer Line
7:00–7:30 a.m.
English: Every Tuesday
Spanish: Every Wednesday
Monthly All-night Prayer Conference
10:00 p.m.–4:00 a.m.
English: Fourth Thursday of Every Month
Spanish: Third Thursday of Every Month
To Join, Call…
English: (641) 552-9445 • code 810-337 #
Spanish: (515) 739-1524 • code 141-386 #
“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us.” —1 John 5:14
You can send prayer requests and praise reports to be
included in our weekly and monthly prayer lines. Send
e-mail to prayer.ministries@floridaconference.com or
call (407) 644-5000 x2151. You may also e-mail the Prayer
Ministries director at annie.perez@floridaconference.com.
“…while He prayed, the heaven was opened.” —Luke 3:21

