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Robert Haas



Worthy Student ScholarShipS 
impact young liveS For eternity

by Mike Cauley, D.Min.  
FloriDa ConFerenCe PresiDent

This time of year 
always provides 

me an opportunity to 
reflect on the many 
blessings God has 
provided over the past 
twelve months.

one such blessing is 
the overall increased 
school enrollment we 
have seen this year. 
i am encouraged 
whenever i hear 
stories about one of 
our students making 
a decision for Christ. 
i feel particularly 
blessed when that stu-
dent is able to attend 
one of our schools 
because of grants from 
our Worthy student 
Fund. Here are two 
such stories:

Michele Huarte 
is a senior at Greater 
Miami adventist 
academy (GMaa). 
Michele, lovingly 
known as Coco by her 
family and friends, has 
always had a passion 
for art and previously 
attended a school that 
focused on the arts. 

she realized, however, 
that although she had 
this passion, there was 
a void in her life that 
it could not fill. in her 
words, “the emptiness 
continued, and i cried 
every day.”

one time, the 
person who drove 
her to school each 
day failed to pick 
her up. Her family 
became concerned 
about the reliability 
of this arrangement 
and decided to check 
into GMaa which is 

within walking dis-
tance of her home. 
although her family is 
not adventist, Michele 
began attending our 
church in Westchester. 
again, in her words, 
she says, “i felt like 
the Holy spirit was 
steering me in a dif-
ferent direction than 

what the art school 
was offering.” Michele 
applied for admission 
to GMaa and, with 
assistance from the 
Worthy student Fund, 
was able to enroll.

“i thank God for 
reaching out to me 
and saving me. God 
spoke to me in many 
ways, and i became 
very active at school. 
on november 11, 
during GMaa’s 
Week of Prayer, i was 
baptized by Pastor 
samuel reyes.”

another encour-
aging story is that of 
Mariank Gonzalez. 
she is a freshman 
at Forest lake 
academy (Fla).

Mariank loves the 
lord and has attended 
a simple Church 
group since 2008. 
During that time, 

five of her friends 
from public school 
have come to simple 
Church at her invita-
tion; and one of them 
has been baptized.

Mariank had never 
before been able to 
attend an adventist 
(or even a Christian) 
school. she often 
spoke of how it dis-
tressed her to have 
to study things she 
did not believe and 
repeat the informa-
tion back to her teach-
ers. it was her dream 

to be able to attend 
Fla, but financial 
reasons made it seem 
inaccessible to her.

last april, however, 
she and her family 
began applying for 
scholarships. thanks 
to scholarships from 
Fla, Florida Con-
ference, and simple 

Church, Mariank is at-
tending Fla this year.

We are truly blessed 
to hear stories such 
as these. unfortu-
nately, here in our 
Conference, we still 
have many deserving 
students who are 
unable to afford or 
find scholarships to 
cover the costs associ-
ated with a quality 
Christian education.

this holiday sea-
son, please consider 
giving a gift that will 

impact a young per-
son’s life for eternity 
by using the enclosed 
envelope to make a 
year-end gift to your 
local adventist school 
or to the Conference’s 
Worthy student 
Fund. thank you 
for your generosity. 
Merry Christmas! 

FLORIDA FOCUS is published quarterly by Florida Conference of seventh-day adventists and mailed free of charge to constituent members with nonprofit 
standard postage paid in orlando, Florida.
Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists: 655 n. Wymore road, Winter Park, Fl 32789–1715. Phone: (407) 644-5000. Fax: (407) 644-7550. 
http://www.floridaconference.com/ • floridafocus@floridaconference.com
President: Mike Cauley. Executive Secretary: Carmen rodriguez. Treasurer: Duane rollins.
Editorial Staff: Martin butler, Editor. lee bennett, Desktop Publishing. Gladys neigel, Editorial Assistant.
Cover photo: robert Haas.

Michele Huarte Mariank Gonzalez

is
a

a
C

 V
a

l
l

e
jo

C
l

e
o

Pa
t

r
a

 t
r

e
V

il
C

o
C

k

PaGe 2 • FloriDa FoCus • Winter 2012 • Vol. 28, no. 4

http://www.floridaconference.com/
mailto:floridafocus@floridaconference.com


The Joy of Giving
by ConraD DunCan, FloriDa ConFerenCe  
ViCe PresiDent For General aDMinistration

In the early 1990s, after enrolling in Monte-
morelos university (a seventh-day adventist 

institution of higher learning in Mexico), i was 
introduced to a famous jamaican-Mexican 
actor. this movie star had grown up adventist 
in jamaica; however, after many years of acting, 
he strayed from the church. shortly before we 
met, he had returned to God and was very en-
gaged in Christian education and spreading the 
gospel to his famous counterparts.

Following a brief visit with my family, this 
fellow jamaican was so impressed to learn the 
story of our move to pursue an adventist Chris-
tian education, that he, unsolicited, contributed 
to our living and education expenses for the 
next two years. When my family moved to the 
united states from Mexico somewhat later, we 
lost contact with him.

Fast forward 10 years to Montego bay, 
jamaica, where i was the guest speaker at a 
men’s ministry convention. at the end of the 
service, while greeting old friends and hundreds 
of worshipers, this famous gentleman hurried 
through the crowd calling out my name and 
embraced me with tears in his eyes.

“this is the greatest day of my life,” he 
exclaimed. “i thought i would never see you 
again. Helping your family was the most ful-
filling experience of my life,” he continued. “i 
would do it over again simply because God has 
blessed me in unbelievable ways.”

the people around us stood in amazement, 
as they had never seen nor heard such exultant 
jubilation. both he and i were convinced that 
God, and not man, brought us together so far 
away from our native homeland. the manner 
of his action that day left onlookers thinking i 
was the one who helped him. actually, it was the 
other way around. right there, i saw living proof 
of jesus’ statement, “it is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” (Acts 20:35 NIV)

often, people ask, “When is the right time 
to give?” answering their own question, many 
respond, “as soon as things get better, i will give 
or give more.” others confess, “i will give as 
soon as i know what is in it for me.”

the truth is, what people give, when they 
give, and to whom they give is less important 
than why and how they give. Giving with a 
grateful heart produces joy every time one gives, 
regardless of the quality or quantity of the gift. 
the most appreciated gifts are those given out 
of sacrifice, not surplus. jesus commended the 
widow for her two mites, not the wealthy with 
their two million. (Mark 12:41–43)

Charitable giving, or even required giving, 
does not have to be a source of distress or dis-
comfort. as in the case of the movie star, giving 
can and should be a source of freedom and ful-
fillment. it is, indeed, “more blessed to give than 
to receive.” Put yourself at the receiving end and 
see how good it feels. according to the bible, it 
should feel even better to be the giver.

randy alcorn, author of The Treasure 
Principle, points out a fundamental connection 
between our spiritual lives and how we think 
about and handle money by referring to jesus’ 
statement, “For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21 NIV)  
still, many people are reluctant to give.

the following points suggest reasons to give:

1. God is the owner of everything, even our 
paychecks. He gives us the power and oppor-
tunity to get wealth. (Deuteronomy 8:18)

2. God is honored when we give. Giving should 
not be an act of duty, but of gratitude. solo-
mon the wise man says, “Honor the lord 
with your wealth.” (Proverbs 3:9 NIV)

3. Giving changes others. in The Treasure Prin-
ciple, alcorn writes, “because we give, eter-
nity will be different—for others and for us.”

4. Give without expecting anything in return. 
a gift is something we give with no strings 
attached; otherwise, it’s a trade. Winston 
Churchill once said, “We make a living by 
what we get. We make a life by what we give.”

5. Make giving to God a priority. Give to God 
first, since He is the one who gives us all 
things. again, we are instructed, “Honor the 
lord with your wealth, with the first-fruits 
of all your crops.” (Proverbs 3:9 NIV) a good 
motto to live by is, “Give to God what is right, 
not what is left.”

6. Give cheerfully. if you have ever received 
a gift from someone who was not happy 
to share, you probably felt like returning 
or refusing it. “God loves a cheerful giver.” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV)

7. Give as a family. Children learn the value of 
giving when parents practice it. try identify-
ing a family project, then watch your children 
learn to be unselfish, kind, and generous.

our heavenly Father has given so much. We 
are, indeed, abundantly blessed. it’s a fact that, 
with God, living is giving. For my movie star 
friend, giving is the source of real joy. as God 
has given joyfully, we’ll do well to follow His 
example and share in the joy of giving. 

This chapter excerpt is taken from the devotional  
practice book, Nurturing Life: A Journey of Faith.  
Read all seven chapters in their entirety at  
http://www.floridaconference.com/nurturinglife/
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adventiSt edge School oF excellence aWard

oja is the 14th school in the southeast to receive the adventist eDGe 
school of excellence award from the southern union Conference Depart-
ment of education. the award represents the highest achievement possible for 
schools within the southern union.

“We are so proud of orlando junior 
academy,” says sandra Doran, Florida 
Conference associate superintendent for 
education. “this school makes a unique 
impact on the community with their em-
phasis on gardening and healthy living. 
the eDGe award is a symbol of the count-
less hours of hard work and the tireless 
dedication of the entire faculty and staff.”

orlando Junior academy  
catching the eyeS oF the community

Orlando junior academy (oja) is not the same 
school it was when first established in 1906. With 

a steadily increasing enrollment that encompasses Pre-

kindergarten through eighth grade, oja exhibits a learn-
ing environment that is drawing students and catching 
the eyes of the community 107 years after its beginnings.

edible School yard

every class at oja participates in our school garden. the teachers inte-
grate what they are teaching in the classroom with what they are doing in 
the garden. the students are learning about different foods, how they are 
grown, and how they are beneficial to everyone. students are provided with 
opportunities to taste different foods both in the garden and in the grades 
5–8 cooking classes. —Amy Sorensen, grade 1 teacher

We are right at the top in our garden and kitchen program. We are inten-
tional about creating a garden culture, and our students are growing and 
benefitting from this tremendously! —Janet Braga, grade 4 teacher

the roboticS team

For the fourth year in a row, 
the oja robotics team, robojags, 
will participate in the adventist 
robotics league southern Chal-
lenge hosted by the school of 
Computing at southern adventist 
university, Collegedale, tennessee. 
this site is one of 560+ to host the 
annual worldwide robotics tour-
nament. oja will join more than 
200,000 students, age 9–16, from 
more than 60 countries in explor-
ing the topic of aging and how 
it may affect a person’s ability to 
maintain his or her lifestyle. the 
robojags will research obstacles 
and then suggest ways to improve 
the quality of life for seniors.

“i really feel that when i am 
trying to solve the tasks in ro-
botics, i am helping to make the 
world a better place,” shares alex, 
a fourth-grade student.

—Carianna Farfan, grades 5–8 teacher

mini-Jag podcaSt

students produce a weekly 
podcast, Mini-jag, with news, 
inspiration, and class events. the 
computer and writing teachers 
introduced this communication 
tool in an effort to teach students 
how to collect news, write scripts, 
and announce the material.

oja places a strong emphasis 
on teaching leadership and pre-
sentation skills. these podcasts 
are one fun way to implement this 
effort. —Leanne Andino, parent
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Revealing
  God’s Heart
Digging Deeply In His Word
119th Annual
Florida Camp Meeting

April 11–14, 2013
Camp Kulaqua, High Springs

Featured 
Speaker

Dave Smith
Senior Pastor of  
Collegedale 
Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 
Collegedale, 
Tennessee

Morning 
Devotionals

Richard 
Davidson
Professor of  
Old Testament 
Exegesis, Andrews 
University, Berrien 
Springs, Michigan

Sabbath Afternoon 
Testimony

Roscoe 
Howard
Vice President of 
Mission and Ministries, 
Adventist Health 
System, Altamonte 
Springs, Florida

Sabbath Evening

Mike Cauley
President,  
Florida Conference 
of Seventh-day 
Adventists

More Information & Registration Online

http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/
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by RobeRt Haas

I was born into an adven-
tist family. My relatives 

worked for the adventist 
Church. I was enrolled in 
the adventist educational 
system from kindergar-
ten through high school. 
although raised in this 
environment, I didn’t ex-
perience a life-changing 
conversion or develop 
a personal relationship 
with God. as a young 
adult, I abandoned the 
principles I was taught 
and became the “prodigal 
son,” wandering aimlessly 
through life in pursuit 
of worldly happiness.

In my mid-twenties, 
with a wife and young 
children, I realized I 
needed to develop a re-
lationship with God and 
started attending church. 
However, I never gave up 
my worldly pleasures such 
as smoking or drinking. 

this lifestyle eventually 
tore my family apart.

During the next four 
years, I hit rock bottom. I 
filed for bankruptcy and 
lost my job along with ev-
erything I owned. Worst of 
all, I lost hope. In despair, 
I started reading the bible 
again in the fall of 2005, 
searching for answers as 
to why my life was such a 
mess. that’s when I read 
Proverbs 3:6 [tLb], “In 
everything you do, put 
God first, and He will 
direct you and crown  
your efforts with success.” 
this lesson was learned 
the hard way.

In the spring of 2006, 
I purchased a truck and 
leased it back to the com-
pany for which I previ-
ously worked. that’s when 
I met brenda by telephone, 
as she was employed at 
that company. soon, I 

discovered she was in the 
midst of a divorce and ex-
periencing the same hope-
lessness I had recently 
gone through. she told me 
that my sense of humor 
and confidence made it 
easy for her to talk, and I 
became her confidant.

as we visited, I learned 
that brenda knew about 
God but had no relation-
ship with Him. Like me, 
she was searching for hap-
piness in the form of alco-
hol and drugs.

even though our friend-
ship was based on many 
enjoyable and enlighten-
ing telephone conversa-
tions, we had never met. 
one day, I told her about 
my web site, and she vis-
ited it. Noticing a page 
of scripture, she inquired 
about my denominational 
affiliation. She had never 
heard of the seventh-day 

adventist Church and 
started asking questions 
about our doctrines and 
why we believed them. 
Raised with very little 
knowledge of the bible or 
God, brenda wanted to 
begin studying together.

We finally met in per-
son, developed a relation-
ship centered around 
God, married in 2008, and 
began attending church 
regularly. as we grew 
spiritually in our pursuit of 
personally knowing God, 
we started questioning 
why we were holding on to 
worldly habits. brenda was 
still drinking, and I hadn’t 
given up smoking. We quit 
and then read, “No servant 
can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else 
he will be loyal to the one 
and despise the other.…” 
(Luke 16:13 NKJV).

When Robert Haas came back to God, he quit 
working on the sabbath, started returning a faithful 
tithe, and devoted more time to helping those less 
fortunate, causing other truck drivers to marvel at 
how he works less, makes deliveries on time, and 
takes home greater earnings. this is one Prodigal 
son who is quick to testify, “God is faithful!”
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this thought started 
us questioning things we 
were watching, listening 
to, reading, doing, or eat-
ing. If we found they were 
distracting us from God, 
we eliminated them from 
our home and our lives.

soon, I felt convinced to 
stop driving my truck on 
the sabbath. almost imme-
diately, I was tested when 
invited to carry equipment 
on a two-month tour for 
the rock band U2. When 
I told the group’s agent I 
was sorry I couldn’t help 
because I had chosen to 
no longer work on the sab-
bath, he asked me if I was 
a seventh-day adventist. 
He had an adventist neigh-
bor, so he understood and 
even thanked me for stand-
ing up for what I believe.

at the same time, 
brenda and I made a com-
mitment to start returning 

tithe and helping those less 
fortunate. that was an-
other turning point when 
our lives changed dramati-
cally. It seemed the more 
we gave, the more we re-
ceived. Promises of God in 
Malachi 3:10 [KJV] became 
more evident in our lives 
as we read, “bring ye all 
the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open you the win-
dows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.”

today, we continue 
striving to attain the life-
style God intends us to 
have. We pray together 
and learn together. We no 
longer worry about our 
finances or our future. We 
pray about decisions we 

make in our lives, both big 
and small. We know the 
incredible power of prayer 
and faith and that the Lord 
provides for those who 
believe and have faith. 
that’s why we claim the 
promise of Matthew 6:25, 
31–34 [NIV84], “therefore 
I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more im-
portant than food, and 
the body more important 
than clothes? …so do not 
worry, saying, ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ‘What shall 
we wear?’ For the pagans 
run after all these things, 
and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. 
But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, 
and all these things will 
be given to you as well. 

therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will worry about 
itself. each day has enough 
trouble of its own.”

brenda and I still experi-
ence occasional stress and 
worry in our lives, but we 
know that God’s promises 
will always be fulfilled 
as we ask for His guid-
ance and His Holy spirit 
to fill our hearts, leaving 
no room for the enemy.

the Lord does not abide 
with sin, so as we con-
tinue to do away with the 
things in our life that do 
not glorify Him, we will 
continue to receive His 
promised blessings. as 
others witness the change 
in our hearts and in our 
lives, they will know it 
is the Glory of God and 
the fulfillment of His 
promises that have al-
lowed it to happen. 

Robert met Brenda by telephone when he called the office where 
she works at the trucking company for which he makes deliveries 
from Jacksonville, Florida, to seattle, Washington, and all parts in 

between. the orange Cove Church members began studying the bible 
together before they met in person and married two years later.
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director oF 
development/
planned giving 
and truSt ServiceS

Phil Bond 
assumed his duties 
as Director of 
Development/
Planned Giving and 
trust services on 
august 1 with the 
call being placed 
to him on May 20, 
2012, by the Florida 
Conference execu-
tive Committee.

He comes to 
Florida from berrien 
springs, Michigan, 
where he was the 
Planned Giving spe-
cialist with adventist 
Frontier Missions. 
His background also 
includes employ-
ment as a business 
banker at rbC 
Centura bank and a 
personal banker at 
Wachovia bank.

Phil enjoys scuba 
diving, tennis, read-
ing, and spending 
time with his fam-
ily which includes 
his wife, sheri, who 
works at home sup-
porting Phil, and 
their two sons, rus-
sell, 10, and samuel, 
4. Phil says he praises 
the lord for how He 
has led and looks for-
ward to serving Him 
in his new position at 
Florida Conference.

departmental StaFF changeS

aSSociate director For 
adventurerS, pathFinderS, 
youth, young adultS, and 
adventiSt campuS miniStry

Robert Hines 
began serving in july 
2011 as associate Di-
rector for adventurers, 
Pathfinders, youth, 
young adults, and ad-
ventist Campus Min-
istry, with emphasis in 
north Florida. Voted 
into this position by 
the Florida Conference 
executive Committee 
on March 20, 2011, he 
says, “My work focuses 
on equipping and 
deploying an army 
of young people.”

robert came to 
Florida from southern 
new england Confer-
ence in south lan-
caster, Massachusetts, 
where he served as as-
sociate youth Director.

He came to the 
u.s. from Great brit-
ain where he held the 
following positions: 
podiatrist and work-
ing for the national 
Health service; chap-
lain and preceptor for 
stanborough school; 
chaplain for john 
loughborough school; 
and associate youth 
Director for south 
england Conference.

His wife, Paula, is a 
homemaker since the 
birth of their daughter, 
Phoebe, now age 7.

aSSociate 
Superintendent For 
early childhood 
education

Lori Thieme began 
her work as associ-
ate superintendent 
of education in june 
2012, after a vote taken 
on March 20, 2012, by 
the Florida Conference 
executive Committee. 
she comes to this 
position from Deltona 
adventist school 
where she was the Pre-
kindergarten teacher.

lori has worked 
with young children 
since 1997 as Mead-
ows academy Child 
Care Center Director 
for ages birth to five 
years, Principal and 
teacher at Champion 
Preparatory academy, 
and Pre-kindergarten 
and 1st-grade teacher 
at orlando junior 
academy. it is evident 
she loves what she 
does, as she says, “this 
is one of the adven-
tist Church’s greatest 
mission fields.”

lori has a great 
love for the outdoors 
and things in nature, 
which is shared 
with her husband, 
ken, who is Park 
ranger for the city of 
altamonte springs, 
Florida. they have 
two grown children, 
Zachary and Chelsea.

aSSociate 
Superintendent 
For adminiStration 
and Finance

George Carrazana 
was advanced to the 
position of associate 
superintendent for 
administration and 
Finance in january 
2012. Prior to this, 
he served as Comp-
troller in the Florida 
Conference office of 
education on a con-
tract basis for two and 
one half years. “He 
has a passion for help-
ing people, and his 
greatest desire is to see 
schools be financially 
successful,” says sandy 
Doran, associate 
superintendent.

“i was born in 
Cuba,” he says, “but 
my family moved to 
spain when i was nine 
years old to ensure 
freedom and opportu-
nity for my sister and 
me.” after a beginning 
career in health care, 
George became busi-
ness manager at Great-
er Miami adventist 
academy and then 
at Forest lake edu-
cation Center.

“i love that i can 
now help so many 
schools,” says George.

Madlyn is George’s 
wife, and he has three 
children, George, 
joshua, and jason.

aSSociate director 
For inFormation 
technology 
ServiceS

Daniel Dunn was 
voted on july 26, 2012, 
as an associate Direc-
tor for information 
services by the Florida 
Conference executive 
Committee and began 
his responsibilities on 
august 26, 2012.

Daniel was previ-
ously employed by the 
north american Divi-
sion in silver spring, 
Maryland, as the 
network administra-
tor, a position he held 
for ten years. He was 
originally employed 
at the Division as 
their computer repair 
technician for several 
years. Prior to denom-
inational employment, 
Daniel worked for 
World bank in Wash-
ington, D.C., as part of 
the Microsoft office 
team help desk.

His family includes 
his wife, becky, who is 
a contract program-
mer, and three girls, 
thea, 14; Faith, 12; 
and Holly, 5.

“i look forward 
to continuing the 
service-oriented 
ministry the it 
Department pro-
vides for my new 
Florida Conference 
family,” says Daniel.
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The Property Development Department assists 
churches, schools, and the Florida Conference  

Association with all property issues including:

• Coordinating sales and purchases of real estate.
• Processing loan applications.
• Filing county property tax exemptions and appeals.
• Following up with delinquent loans.
• Helping resolve code violations.
• Managing and leasing commercial properties.
• Facilitating leases for churches.

Heading this department is Kathy Deering,  
Vice President for Property Development with the 
Florida Conference Association. Kathy has been a 
licensed real estate broker since 1989 and uses this 
knowledge to work for churches and schools in their 
building programs.

Deann Hawley, the Associate Director, has a law 
degree from Indiana University as well as a financial 
background working with credit unions in Indiana and 
Florida. She is available to assist churches and schools 
with finance and loan questions.

meet the
property

development 
department

ex-oFFicio

• Mike Cauley, chair/president
• Carmen Rodriguez, executive secretary
• Duane Rollins, treasurer
• Abel Paulín, vice president for  

Spanish-language ministries
• Frank Runnels, education superintendent
• Eric Cantillo, state lay advisory
• Lars Houmann, Florida Hospital president/CEO

eaSt central region

• Josephine Oates
• Frank Ottati

gulF region

• Bradley Cassell
• Naomi Olsen
• Mark Schiefer

loWer gold region

• Wilny Audain
• Cynthia Binns
• Jorge Rumayor
• Harold Sookie
• Jesus Uriarte

north region

• Daniel Graham
• Ruth Swan

ridge region

• Diane Cooper
• Javier Diaz

upper gold region

• George Charles
• William Miranda
• Jack Rieder
• Deidre Taylor
• Alexander Vaz

WeSt central region

• Candace Huber
• Onix Vladimir Lopez
• Robert Murphy
• Cicely Poleon
• Morris Weir

inviteeS

Florida Conference
• Conrad Duncan
• Tim Nichols
• Arne Nielsen
• John Trimarchi

Senior Academies
• Luis Cortes
• David Denton

Southern Union
• Jim Davidson
• Randy Robinson
• Ron Smith

aSSociation  
board oF truSteeS

The Association Board 
comprises all Executive 
Committee members in 
addition to the following:
• Rose Beavers
• Nanette Cruz
• Antonio Habaradas

Ex-Officio
• Mike Cauley, president
• José LeGrand,  

executive secretary
• Duane Rollins,  

vice president/treasurer
• Kathy Deering,  

vice president
• Andrew Elliott,  

assistant secretary/ 
associate treasurer

meet your neW 
executive committee 

and aSSociation board 
oF truSteeS memberS

Kathy Deering, right, Vice President for Property Devel-
opment, reviews plans for Florida Conference’s proposed 
new headquarters location with Deann Hawley, Associate 
Property Development Director.
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Life: so big and scary, and yet, in the grand scheme of things, 
so small. When we are young—there is so much still ahead 
of us and yet no matter how old we are—there are still things 
to learn. Even though the construction site is disorganized, 
cluttered with materials both useful and not, messy, and 
chaotic, if we let Him build our life according to His blueprint, 
even though it doesn’t make sense to us at the time, in the end 
it is a given that we will be delighted and completely satisfied 
with the finished product. These retreats, filled with tools and 
plans, will teach you how to develop faith and bring you the 
assurance that trusting the Master Builder will result in a life 
that is beyond anything you could ever imagine.

A Weekend To develop FAiTh

Building a Life
According To His Blueprint

Florida Conference Women’s Ministries
sheryal.vandenberghe@floridaconference.com

campkulaqua.com  •  (407) 644-5000 x134

Men’s Ministries Convention
2 0 t h  A n n i v e r s A r y  C e l e b r A t i o n

Walkin
g W

ith G
od

Glenn
Altermatt

Mike
Cauley

Minner
Labrador

Shian
O’Connor

Richard
O’Ffill

March 8–10, 2013

$69–$177 depending on housing choice

Register: www.campkulaqua.com 
 sdaretreats@campkulaqua.com 
 (386) 454-1351 
 Local commuter registration: (407) 508-2395

Workshops and Youth Tracks Also Available
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A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar/

Coming Events

ongoing eventS –––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridaconference.com/youth/  

or call (407) 644‑5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship 

dinners, outings, and more. http://www.floridaconference.com/
childrenandfamily/, djmiller4000@gmail.com, or (407) 703‑3050.

Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: national toll‑free number, 
(877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222). Miami: (305) 805‑9900.  
High Springs: (386) 454‑7956. Shop online:  
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e‑mail: 
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule. Resumes in spring 2013.
Planned Giving and Trust Services Clinics.
Jan. 19. Spring Hill.   Mar. 9. North Miami.
Jan. 26. Jacksonville Mandarin.  Mar. 15‑17. Pine Lake Retreat,
Feb. 9. Pine Hills in Orlando.   Retired Denominational
Feb. 11 & 27. Forest Lake in Apopka.  Workers Retreat.
Mar. 2. Ocala.   Mar. 23. Norland in Miami.

december 2012 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Adventist Single Adult Ministries New Year’s Retreat. Dec. 28, 2012‑

Jan. 1, 2013. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. A New Year’s celebration 
with singles from across the nation, camp activities, seminars, special 
music, and the new Tower of Faith. Cost: $161.75‑$293.50 depending 
on lodging choice and 3 or 4 nights, meals included. Commuter (no 
lodging) prices with and without meals also available. Registration: 
http://www.campkulaqua.com/ or (386) 454‑1351.

February 2013 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Women’s Ministries Retreats. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. 

Theme: Life Under Construction. Cost: $19‑$178 depend‑
ing on accommodation/commuter/meal choice. Details: 
sheryal.vandenberghe@floridaconference.com. Registration: 
http://www.campkulaqua.com/ or (386) 454‑1351.

Feb. 1‑3. English‑language. Feb. 15‑17. Spanish‑language.
Feb. 8‑10. English‑language. Feb. 22‑24. French‑language.

march 2013 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Men’s Ministries Convention. Mar. 8‑10. Camp Kulaqua, High 

Springs. Theme: Walking With God. Celebrating 20 years of 
men’s ministries. Cost: $69‑$177 depending on accommodation 
choice. Free to commuters not purchasing meals. Registration: 
http://www.campkulaqua.com/ or (386) 454‑1351. Local commuter/
meal registration: (407) 508‑2395.

Retired Denominational Workers Retreat. Mar. 15-17.  
Pine Lake Retreat, Groveland. Guest speaker:  
Dan Matthews. Details: (407) 399-9091.  
Registration: mail-in forms sent to retired workers,  
or call (407) 644-5000 x164.

april 2013 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Greater Miami Adventist Academy Fourth Annual Golf Tournament. 

Apr. 21. Doral Golf Resort and Spa. Registration: 12:00‑1:00 p.m. 
Shotgun start: 2:00 p.m. Complimentary range warmup and practice. 
Scramble format shotgun start. Refreshments available throughout 
the course. Tournament closes with reception award ceremony and 
dinner. Cost: $185 includes green fees, golf cart, and goodie bag. 
Details: http://www.gma.edu/html/pta.html, ctrevilcock@gma.edu,  
or (305) 220‑5955 x151.

did you KnoW…

There are many convenient 
opportunities for making 

monetary gifts using the adven-
tist Giving web site—the Church’s 
online resource for securely sending 
contributions to your local church 
and beyond. adventist Giving is not 
just for returning tithe and offer-
ings. special gifts and contributions 
may also be made:

When you sign in to adventist 
Giving, four categories are present-
ed: tithe, local Church offerings 
such as church budget and sabbath 
school expense, Conference offer-
ings such as evangelism and Florida 
advance, and World budget items.

the non-tithe offerings listed 
on this web page represent those 
commonly used by members or 
those being specifically promoted 
by the local church, Conference, 
or World Church. to make a 
contribution to other areas, click 
the add More offerings link 
near the bottom of the page.

the More offerings page lists 
all the active offerings to which 
you can make a special gift. your 
local church may have offerings for 
a building fund or its Pathfinder 
club. the Conference provides gift 
opportunities for the Worthy stu-
dent Fund, Camp kulaqua, Camp 
Meeting, disaster relief, and more.

both your local church and the 
Conference may update or expand 

the list of offerings. be sure to 
check the More offerings page 
each time you sign in to adventist 
Giving to learn what new special 
gift opportunities are available.

When choosing a payment 
method, consider using the electronic 
check method instead of credit card. 
This provides significant savings in 
transaction processing costs.

in order to give offerings to 
the church where your mem-
bership is held, it is important 
to use the unique adventist 
Giving link for that church. Visit 
www.floridaconference.com and 
click the adventist Giving menu, 
or access your own church’s web 
site. if your church is not par-
ticipating in adventist giving, you 
may contribute non-local offer-
ings using Florida Conference’s 
adventist Giving link, and please 
talk to your church leaders about 
enrolling in adventist Giving. 

fcplannedgiving@gmail.com

(407) 644-5000 x251

Happy Holidays
From the staff of
 Planned Giving
  and Trust Services

We wish you God’s blessings
and look forward to serving
you in the New Year.
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by PeDro PereZ

The once Project is a new 
Florida Conference youth 

Ministries initiative mobi-
lizing young people across 
the state to go door to door 
conducting surveys, identify-
ing community needs, look-
ing for bible study interests, 
praying with neighbors, and 
partnering with churches.

trained, then deployed 
in neighborhoods where 
seventh-day adventist 
Churches are located, this 
army of youth in action 
walk the streets of our 
cities and towns with adult 
presence and supervision 
to advance God’s work.

recently, youth from 
adventurer age to young 
adults throughout the Con-
ference were reorganized 

into Clusters by the youth 
Ministries Department. 
now, every adventist church 
in Florida belongs to one of 
these 23 Clusters represent-
ing 10–15 congregations. the 
once Project has challenged 
young people to gather to-
gether at a church in their 
Cluster once each month to 
go door to door, followed by 
a debriefing session, vespers, 
and a church social.

“imagine that!” says 
robert Hines, Florida Con-
ference associate youth 
Ministries Director and de-
signer of the project. “once a 
month in 23 Clusters around 
the state of Florida, trained 
young people are being de-
ployed to knock on doors, 
get to know their neighbors, 

find bible-study interests, 
and then share this informa-
tion with the local church  
for follow up.”

Can you see it? young 
people from various 
churches in the Cluster 
working side by side to help 
one church in their Clus-
ter each month. Guided by 
Cluster Coordinators, young 
people are joining with local 
church adventurer, Path-
finder, youth, young adult, 

and adventist Campus Min-
istry leaders to work their 
neighborhoods for God. 

once this army of youth 
marches into action where 
the rubber meets the road, 
the soles of their shoes 
will prove it, and the souls 
they touch in neighbor-
hoods will testify of a 
movement worth joining. 
For more information, visit 
floridaconference.com/youth 
and click resources/links 

Youth Walk Their Neighborhoods For God
Florida Conference Youth/Young Adult Ministries

Youth Taking 
On the World 

For Christ
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