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A SpeciAl invitAtion to 2015 FloridA cAmp meetingS
BY MIKE CAULEY, D.MIN.  
FLORIDA CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

It’s time for Camp 
Meeting 2015! I 

believe the Lord has 
led in the selection 
of speakers, seminar 
presenters, and com-
mitted, talented musi-
cians. I am convinced 
that you will find 
this Camp Meeting 
to be one of the most 

inspirational you’ll 
have ever experienced. 
Please accept this invi-
tation to attend Eng-
lish-language Camp 
Meeting, April 9–12, 
Spanish-language 
Campestre Hispano, 
April 17–19, or both.

If you’ve never be-
fore attended Camp 
Meeting at Camp 
Kulaqua in High 

Springs, you are in 
for a great blessing. 
The beautiful atmo-
sphere of more than 
600 acres of nature in 
North Florida, com-
bined with time for 
walks and interaction 
with fellow believers, 
spiritually uplifting 
presentations, and 
music, will strengthen 
and nourish your soul. 

The additional RV 
sites, tent camping 
areas with a new bath-
house, or housing in 
the new Woodland 
Lodges will also be 
a special blessing to 
those who can come 
for the entire time.

May the Lord bless 
you and give you a 
special experience in 
God’s presence. 
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thAnk You For Your FAithFulneSS to god

BY CONRAD DUNCAN  
FLORIDA CONFERENCE GENERAL VICE PRESIDENT

In spite of the in-
creased ministry 

activities and the 
growing challenges 
of 2014, you joined 
our pastors and other 
employees in faith-
fulness to God.

We started the year 
with much faith and 
prayer that God would 
bless His work in Flor-
ida Conference, and 
He answered greatly. 
You allowed Him to 
work through you 

in mighty ways. You 
gave your service to 
your church. You also 
consistently and gen-
erously returned His 
tithes and faithful of-
ferings. These enabled 
us to keep 100% of 
our staff on their jobs, 
sponsor new church 
plants in our state as 
well as in China, ex-
pand our education 
system, support evan-
gelism, enable several 
churches to acquire 
a place of worship, 
and conduct training/
equipping seminars.

Many of our 
churches, though not 
all, reported that 2014 

was one of their best 
years in the areas of 
local giving and tithes. 
To God be the glory!

While not funded 
by tithe, rather based 
on steadily firming 
up finances, the Con-
ference effectively 
responded to the State 
of Florida’s upcoming 
Interstate 4 improve-
ment, necessitating 
our relocation to 
Altamonte Springs. 
God knew the needs 
for serving a doubled 
membership that 
grew during 22 years 
in Winter Park and 
“forced” us, in a man-
ner of speaking, to 

transition to a more 
spacious and minis-
try-accommodating 
headquarters in which 
to manage a growing 
membership.

The year 2014 also 
included completion 
of another nontithe-
funded project at 
Camp Kulaqua. After 
five years of planning, 
the housing expansion 
became a reality.

We pause at this 
time to thank you 
for your faithfulness 
in stewardship. As 
Benjamin Maxson and 
Jean-Luc Lezéau said, 
“Effective stewardship 
takes place at the lo-
cal church level, and 
what is done at the 
other levels can only 
support what is done 
at the local church.” 
Scripture makes it 
clear that faithfulness 
at any level is dually 

rewarded by God. As 
we rightly manage 
His resources to us, 
He will entrust us 
with more and more. 
(Matthew 25:15–24)

As you continue to 
model what it means 
to be faithful in every 
aspect of the Chris-
tian life, you will see 
God’s response to you, 
your immediate fam-
ily, and your church. 
Continue, therefore, 
to be faithful.

This year will not 
be less challenging, yet 
God will still provide 
for His work. He will 
use you, and us, to ac-
complish His will.

I pray that 2015 
outshines 2014 in 
your Christian expe-
rience. We pledge to 
be faithful manag-
ers and participants 
in the work God has 
entrusted to us. 

The Woodland Lodges housing expansion at Camp Kulaqua—a nontithe-funded project—became a reality in 2014.
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mAgABook StudentS Shine For JeSuS
BY LES McCOY

Florida Conference spon-
sored two MagaBook 

programs this winter at 
Fort Myers and Lady Lake 
Churches. From mid-
December through Janu-
ary, 49 students contacted 
more than 75,000 people for 
Christ. They delivered more 
than 6,000 books, prayed 
with more than 10,000 
people, and received $86,636 
in donations with 70% going 
toward school scholarships.

One of our most impor-
tant ministries is getting our 
publications to the people 
so they can know what God 
requires of them and to be 
ready for His coming. These 
students did exactly that.

Brittany Hodges shares 
an experience from this past 

winter’s program which she 
calls, “Let the Lord Lead.”

I was in my last neighborhood of the 
night. It was a miracle how we gained 
access into the neighborhood because it 
was a gated, upper class community. My 
prayer was that the Lord would keep all 
of the canvassers in this neighborhood 
invisible until His perfect will was accom-
plished, and He did just that.

After a knocking on a few doors, I 
eventually reached that one person who 
the enemy uses to frighten us and say 
that we “shouldn’t be soliciting, and 
someone will call the cops.” I knew, 
once I got this message, my divine ap-
pointment was soon to come.

Not moments after, the Holy Spirit 
told me to turn around. Lo and behold, 
a man and his daughter were walking 
toward me. I began my speech about 
what I was doing in the community, and 

instantly the father was interested. He 
stood there with copies of Foods That 
Heal, Bible Answers, and The Great Con-
troversy in his hands.

During our conversation, he asked, 
“What do you believe?” (The question I 
usually hear is, “What denomination are 
you?”) After giving my most tactful an-
swer, he inquired about other books and 
soon received a copy of Desire of Ages, 
Lessons of Love, and Plants That Heal.

The testimony is not so much that 
he received six books on the spot, but it 
was as if the angels were literally pulling 
us toward each other. Mr. Paul’s house 
was not on my side of the street, but the 
Lord saw fit for us to meet at that time.

There were hundreds of 
experiences like this one. 
As Brittany concluded, “I’m 
grateful for how the Lord 
orchestrates these divine 

appointments, but we have to 
be in tune with Him in order 
to hear His still, small voice, 
and let the Lord lead.”

We are very thankful for 
the dedication and commit-
ment our young people are 
willing to make for Jesus. 

Brittany Hodges

She WitneSSed on the go
BY LESONIE WALKER

When Myret Howson-
Stewart encountered 

Erwin Rodrigo in the park-
ing lot for just three minutes, 
she had no idea she was 
pointing him to Christ.

Myret was leaving Miami 
to start a job in New York. 
While loading her car, a man 
from the neighborhood ap-
proached and remarked, 
“I see you are leaving us.” 
She affirmed and, while 
exchanging pleasantries, 
briefly told him about Christ. 
Myret promised to call 
Erwin from New York to 
continue their conversation, 
and she kept her promise.

During several conversa-
tions that followed, she dis-
covered that he had serious 
medical and personal prob-
lems. Erwin’s health had de-
teriorated to the extent that 
he believed his suffering was 

caused by necromancy insti-
gated by his unhappy wife.

Myret encouraged Erwin 
to visit Maranatha Seventh-
day Adventist Church in 
Miami Gardens to meet with 
Pastor Newton King who, 
like him, was from Trinidad. 
Erwin later confessed he had 
no intention of meeting with 
an Adventist pastor.

Although Erwin would 
not visit the church, Myret 
was not discouraged. She 
kept witnessing to him for 
more than seven months 
by sending religious tracts, 
praying for his salvation, 
and encouraging him to 
seek proper medical atten-
tion. The nausea, vomiting, 
and other complications 
intensified, forcing Erwin to 
finally accept that he needed 
spiritual help to free him 
from what he described as 

“evil spirits.” In 
the mean time, 
“the praying lady 
in New York” 
alerted the pas-
tor to expect a 
call from Erwin.

One Sabbath, 
Pastor King, who has 
a burden for souls, petitioned 
God to send someone who 
needed Christ. The next day, 
Erwin reluctantly called the 
pastor and expressed his 
need for spiritual help. The 
pastor rejoiced for Myret’s 
insistence and faithfulness 
and God’s immediate answer 
to his prayer. Erwin and the 
pastor met for prayer and 
Bible studies at least twice 
per week for one month. 
Erwin accepted Christ and 
was joyfully baptized.

Soon after, Erwin 
received a triple bypass 

cardiac surgery. He was 
hospitalized for three 
weeks, but experienced 
a remarkable recovery. 
Myret, who was unavoid-
ably absent from his bap-
tism, later surprised him at 
Maranatha Church. It was 
a picture-perfect moment 
when Myret and Erwin em-
braced each other—a soul 
had been born for Christ.

Erwin now praises God 
for his spiritual and physical 
healing, and declares that 
he is eager to share his faith 
with relatives and friends. 
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Erwin Rodrigo and Myret Howson-Stewart
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A chriStmAS giFt For JeSuS
BY DALE BASS

Oh, how we love to 
see the joy and ex-

citement on children’s 
faces when they open 

their gifts on Christ-
mas morning. How it 
warms our hearts with 
feelings of compassion 
and love toward them. 
Just think how great it 
would be to send Jesus 
a gift at Christmas!

I remember in years 
past how we saved 
our pennies, nickels, 
and dimes and put 
them into a special 
13th Sabbath mission 
offering can to bring 
to church. Recently, 
when I learned about 
Florida Conference’s 
plan to support Bible 
workers in China, 
I thought, “Why 
couldn’t my church 

give the gift of a Bible 
missionary to China 
as their offering to 
Jesus for Christmas?”

Adia Myles, our 
Midport Church Sab-
bath School mission 
leader, joined me in 
setting a goal of rais-
ing $1,500 to support 
a Bible worker in Chi-
na for an entire year. 
By our calculations, 
we only needed to 
raise eight cents a day 
per member to reach 
our goal. What better 
place to invest our ef-
forts and money than 
on a Bible worker who 
would tell the story of 
Baby Jesus who grew 

up and taught about 
the love of His father 
and then was crucified 
so that each one of us 
could be saved and live 
with Him forever?

The children of 
our church were chal-
lenged to clean out 
a peanut butter jar 
and use it as a 13th 
Sabbath offering con-
tainer to hold their gift 
for Jesus. Labels for 
the jars were printed 
with the words China 
Missionary Project. 
Sixty-five families be-
came involved in the 
program, and the chil-
dren began bringing 
in their pennies week 

after week. When the 
pennies were counted, 
the children had raised 
more than $300.

After Thanksgiv-
ing, a Christmas tree 
adorned with stock-
ings received the 
adults’ presents to 
Baby Jesus. The gifts 
in the stockings on the 
tree amounted to more 
than $1,000. A heart-
warming appeal from 
the pulpit brought the 
total to a few dollars 
more than the original 
goal of $1,500, giv-
ing us a jump start 
on next year’s gift to 
support another Bible 
worker in China. 

church memBerS Step out oF 
comFort Zone to reAch communitY
BY HAROLD ALTAMIRANO

Phobias and fears 
paralyze us. When 

my daughter was 
little, fear kept her 
from going into wa-
ter. However, little by 
little, she got over it. 
She first dipped her 
toes in, then her feet. 
Soon, she was waist 
deep in the water. Not 
long after that, she 
was splashing water 
everywhere. Now, 
she is a great swim-
mer who can’t get 
enough of the water.

The joy of outreach 
is not experienced 
by many churches 
because they might 

be afraid and para-
lyzed. This realization 
prompted members 
at Life Fellowship of 
Coral Springs Church 
to decide it was time 
to get courageous. It is 
challenging that many 
in the community do 
not attend church; so, 
we had to leave our 
comfort zone to meet 
people where they are.

We started with a 
Celebrate Easter event 
since this holiday is so 
important for many 
people. We spread the 
word by distribut-
ing more than 2,000 
invitation cards and 

placed advertising on 
web sites and social 
media. Although we 
didn’t know what to 
expect, we were pre-
pared to receive 50–
100 people at the local 
high school venue. 
We realized God had 
greater plans as more 
than 400 people came 
from the community.

The fellowship was 
amazing, and this 
event brought aware-
ness of our presence in 
the community. As the 
next step in our mis-
sion, those who came 
received an invitation 
to an upcoming Kids’ 

Fest event.
As we 

began to 
dream even 
bigger, we 

realized that Jesus 
wasn’t kidding when 
He said, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing 
them in the name 
of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching 
them to observe all 
things whatsoever 
I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am 
with you always, 

even unto the end of 
the world.” (Matthew 
28:19–20)

We are praying for 
people in our com-
munity who don’t 
know Jesus to become 
acquainted with Him 
through Life Fellow-
ship of Coral Springs. 
He is with us as we go 
and seek to reach the 
lost. If He is with us, 
He will bless! 

More than 400 people from the community enjoyed the Easter 
Sunday festivities hosted by Life Fellowship of Coral Springs Church.

Eliana Morales brought the 
coins she collected to church for 
the China missionary project.

DI
AN

NA
 B

AS
S

HA
RO

LD
 A

LT
AM

IR
AN

O

PAGE 4 • FLORIDA FOCUS • WINTER 2015 • VOL. 31, NO. 1



thiS little light oF mine, i’m going to let it Shine

BY DARREN CASTEEL

Children’s and Family Ministries 
continues to provide new and 

exciting outreach opportunities in 
an effort to touch the lives of chil-
dren and families for Christ:

Go Fish For Kids
This outreach event for children 

age 8–12 provides the opportunity to 
learn creative ways of sharing Christ. 
Children get hands-on experiences 
along with Bible lessons using sci-
ence, nature, art, and puppetry. After 
a full day of training, children can 
take all their tools home to share 
with their nonChristian friends.

Go Fish For Families
A twist to Go Fish for Kids, this new 

program teaches the entire family how 
to share the gospel in innovative and 
fun ways. Families will work together 
while learning about nature, puppetry, 
science, and art, while moms, dads, and 
children get to laugh, learn, and build 
better relationships. A family who min-
isters together stays together.

Vacation BiBle school
This fun-filled program connects 

the church, families, and neighbor-

hoods while reaching children who 
don’t normally attend church or have 
someone to share the gospel with 
them. VBS uses skits, songs, crafts, 
outdoor activities, and Bible stories 
based on a child-friendly theme.

serVice Projects
• School packs for Africa and hygiene 

packs for the Philippines after a 
tsunami through a partnership with 
Advancing Native Missions.

• Bottled water with the ministries 
logo to help start conversation.

• Happy Boxes that included supplies 
to help families at All Children’s 
Hospital in St. Petersburg. (This is 
the upcoming service project for 
2015 in the Primary Division on Sab-
bath afternoon at Camp Meeting.)

Learn more about these ministries at 
floridaconference.com/iym/childrenandfamily, 
e-mail judy.smith@floridaconference.com, 
or call (407) 644-5000 x2440. 
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Children in Florida Camp Meeting’s Primary division 
partnered with Advancing Native Missions in 2014 to 
provide much-needed hygiene packs for the Philippines.

homeSteAd SpAniSh church nurtureS itS children
BY ROBERTO BLANCO

“Even the sparrow has found a home,  
And the swallow a nest for herself,  
Where she may lay her young— 
Even Your altars…” —Psalm 84:3 (NKJV)

As I read the pages of We Can Keep 
Them in the Church, this gem of a 

book impressed me. In prayer, I could 
visualize Homestead Spanish Church 
as one that loves children and involves 
them in its programs.

We often refer to the 78 children 
of our congregation as “the children’s 
church.” We organized these children 
in groups of praise which, together with 
the music directors, fill our church with 
their melodious voices.

Sometimes, they visit the sick to sing, 
read from the Bible, pray, and share 
words of encouragement. They also visit 
nursing homes, accompanied by church 
leaders, where they pray and sing for the 
elderly, talk to them, and share crafts 
they make in the Pathfinder and Adven-
turer Clubs. The grateful seniors often 
share goodies with the children.

Our children distribute Adventist 
magazines in public places and invite 
people to our church. Sometimes, 
adult church members accompany 
them to residential places where they 
distribute leaflets door to door and 
invite people to visit our church. 
Nonperishable food is collected in 
our church, and food baskets are pre-
pared for children and their parents 
to share among the neediest fami-
lies in our church and community. 
Occasionally, they prepare breakfast, 
package it in disposable containers 
along with Adventist magazines, and 
share it with the homeless in parks 
and other areas in town.

Each year, as a result of these 
outreach efforts, we have an aver-
age attendance of 90 children in our 
Vacation Bible School—many of 
whom have since been baptized. All 
these activities are supported by the 
church board and our youth. The 
children know they can count on our 
financial support and our presence.

Our children are already leaders and 
will continue to be so in the future. 
There is no better place for them than 
at the courts of the house of the Lord, 
close to the altar. They are the present 
and the future of our church.

May God continue to bless our chil-
dren, not just those in Homestead, but 
each child on the face of the earth. 

Boys and girls from Homestead Spanish Church, along 
with their Children’s Ministries leaders, bring sunshine 
to the hearts of the elderly at area nursing homes.
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Featured Speaker
Elizabeth Talbot
Speaker/Director,  
Jesus 101 Biblical Institute,  
San Bernardino, California

Morning Devotionals
Roy Rugless
Prayer Ministries Director,  
South Central Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists, 
Nashville, Tennessee

Sabbath Afternoon
Dexter Thomas
Disabilities Ministries 
Coordinator, Florida Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists, 
Altamonte Springs, Florida

—BeGinners—
Creation:  

The World God Made
Friday: 9:00-10:30am  
 3:30-5:00pm

Sabbath: 9:00-9:45am  
 9:45-10:30am  
 (identical programs)
Sabbath: 3:30-5:00pm

Sunday: 9:00-10:30am

—KinderGarten—
KaPOP:  

Discover Who GOD Is!
thurSday: 7:15-9:00pm

Friday: 9:00-10:30am  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sabbath: 9:00-10:30am  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sunday: 9:00-10:30am

—Primary—
The BIBLE  
Has Talent

thurSday: 7:15-9:00pm

Friday: 9:00-10:30am  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sabbath: 9:00am-12:30pm  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sunday: 9:00-10:30am

—juniors—
Finding  
Jesus

thurSday: 7:15-9:00pm

Friday: 9:00-10:30am  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sabbath: 9:00am-12:30pm  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sunday: 9:00-10:30am

—junior hiGh—
COLLIDE 

thurSday: 7:15-9:00pm

Friday: 9:00-10:30am  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sabbath: 9:00am-12:30pm  
 3:30-5:00pm  
 7:15-9:00pm

Sunday: 9:00-10:30am

Camp Meeting Programs for Children — see weekend grid for youth/young adult programs

23400 NW 212 Ave., High Springs, Florida

Steve Adessa
• Preach It!

Wanda Davis
• Women’s Ministries

Roy & Constance Gane
• Excellence in Exile: Incredible 

Archaeological Discoveries 
Behind Amazing Accounts 
of Biblical Heroes

George Guthrie, M.D.
• Hypertension: Are We 

“Insalting” Your Intelligence?
• Practical Weight Loss
• Understanding Heart Disease

Geoff Hoatson
• Protection Planning 

for Your Children

William Nicholas
• What’s Wrong With You? 

You’re Not Like Me!
• Words, Sweet Words, That 

Help You Get Your Way
• Personality and 

Parenting Styles

Roy Rugless
• Lost in the Church and 

Missing the Second Coming

Zdravko Stefanovic
• Sabbath School: Jesus’ 

Baptism & Temptation
• Let Daniel Speak!
• The Daniel I Never Knew
• Is Michael Your Prince?

Featured Musicians Include:

Kelly Mowrer

Seminars and Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening
Mike Cauley
President, Florida Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists, 
Altamonte Springs, Florida

Camp Meeting 
Theme:

121st Annual

Florida Camp Meeting
English-language April 9–12, 2015

Isaiah 60:1–3

Arise, shine; 
For your light has come! 

And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.

For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 
And deep darkness the people; 

But the Lord will arise over you, 
And His glory will be seen upon you.

The Gentiles shall come to your light, 
And kings to the brightness of your rising.

Larry Ford Jaclynn Huse Shelby Huse Moses Brown

AVAD Gainesville spanish ChurCh
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Thursday—April 9 Friday—April 10 Sabbath—April 11 Sunday—April 12

Information, 
Accommodations, 

and Meals

Learn more about Camp 
Meeting and register to rent 

accommodations and/or 
purchase meal tickets through 
the Camp Meeting web site:

floridaconference.com/ 
campmeeting/

Online registration also at 
campkulaqua.com 

or call (386) 454-1351 to request 
a registration form by mail.

Youth Program
THEME: I Am Unchained

Featured Speaker
Matthew Gamble

Senior Pastor, The Haven 
Napa Valley & CEO/Speaker, 

VagaBondservant Int’l.

Beginning Thursday at 7:00

Young Adult Program
THEME: Encounter

Featured Speaker
Marquis Johns

Associate Pastor, Metropolitan 
Adventist Church, Maryland

Beginning Friday at 7:00

6:30-7:00
First Light Prayer Team

Steve Adessa

6:30-7:00
First Light Prayer Team

Steve Adessa

6:30-7:00
First Light Prayer Team

Steve Adessa

7:00-8:00
Devotional
Roy Rugless

7:00-8:00
Devotional
Roy Rugless

7:00-8:00
Devotional
Roy Rugless

8:00-8:50
Breakfast

8:00-8:50
Breakfast

8:00-8:50
Breakfast

9:00-10:15
Morning  

Seminar Sessions
Steve Adessa

Roy & Connie Gane
Geoff Hoatson

William Nicholas

9:00-10:30 *
Worship 
Service
Elizabeth  

Talbot

9:00-10:30
Sabbath School  

Lesson Discussion
Zdravko Stefanovic

Seminar Sessions
Roy & Connie Gane

George Guthrie, M.D.
Roy Rugless

9:00-10:15
Morning  

Seminar Sessions
Wanda Davis
Geoff Hoatson

William Nicholas
Zdravko Stefanovic

10:30-12:00
Morning Message

Elizabeth Talbot

11:00-12:30 *
Worship 
Service
Elizabeth  

Talbot

11:00-12:30
Sabbath School  

Lesson Discussion
Zdravko Stefanovic

Seminar Sessions
Roy & Connie Gane

George Guthrie, M.D.
Roy Rugless

12:30-1:45
Lunch

12:45-2:00
Lunch

12:00-12:30
Lunch

2:00-3:15
1st Afternoon  

Seminar Sessions
Roy & Connie Gane
George Guthrie, M.D.
William Nicholas

Zdravko Stefanovic

1:00-3:00
Camp 

Activities at 
Discounted 

Rates

Go-Carts
Canoes
Putt-Putt

Disc Golf
Field Games

(See prices 
in Sunday 
10:15-5:00 

grid)

2:30-3:30 *
Personal 

Testimony
Dexter Thomas

2:30-5:00
Zoo Open

10:15-5:00
Camp Activities at 
Discounted Rates

• Go-Carts: 
$4.25 per ride

• Horse Rides: 
$12.50 per  
90-minute ride

• Pony Rides: 
$3.00 per ride

• Canoes: 
$9.50 per day

• Putt-Putt: 
no charge

• Disc Golf: 
no charge

• Field Games: 
no charge

• Tower of Faith: 
$15.50 per person, 
includes one trip on 
each of four activities

• River Ranch  
Water Park: 
$9.50 per person 
WEATHER 
PERMITTING

3:30-4:45
2nd Afternoon  

Seminar Sessions
Steve Adessa

Roy & Connie Gane
George Guthrie, M.D.
Zdravko Stefanovic

3:45-5:00
Music In
the Park 

5:15-6:30
Supper

5:15-6:30
Supper

5:15-6:30
Supper

6:30-7:00
In the Garden

Prayer Experience
Abel Paulín

6:30-7:00
In the Garden

Prayer Experience
Abel Paulín

6:30-7:00
In the Garden

Prayer Experience
Abel Paulín

7:15-9:00
Evening Meeting

Elizabeth Talbot

7:15-9:00 *
Evening Meeting

Elizabeth Talbot

7:15-9:00 *
Evening Meeting

Mike Cauley

9:00
Block Party

Zip Line, Night Hike, Hayrides

Weekend Adult Schedule Program times marked with * are broadcast online at
floridaconference.com/campmeeting

57° Campestre Hispano de la Florida • Abril 17–19 de 2015 • Roger Hernández • ¡Levántate y resplandece!
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Wilton And SoniA cAmpBell—A liFetime oF 
opening their heArtS And home to children
BY DAN FORBES

It all began in Darby, 
England, 1961, when 

Wilton Campbell had 
a dream while renting 
a room from a kind 
Seventh-day Adven-
tist woman. In his 
dream, he saw a lovely 
young woman and was 
instructed by what 
seemed to be an angel 
that the unfamiliar 
woman he saw would 
one day be his wife.

When coming 
home after work one 
week later, he looked 
into the kitchen as he 
walked past. To his 
surprise, he saw the 
mystery woman of 
his dream standing 
there. Her name was 
Sonia. Upon arriving 
in England earlier that 
day, she had somehow 
been directed through 
a friend to come to the 
same boarding house 
in hopes of finding an 

extra room that she 
could rent as well.

Wilton introduced 
himself to Sonia. He 
soon shared the un-
usual dream he had 
about her only one 
week earlier and how 
the only reasons he 
had moved to the 
town of Darby in the 
first place was to take 
a job that was offered 
to him and because 
God had apparently 
wanted him to meet 
her. The couple mar-
ried one year later 
and began their life 
of service to the Lord 
by helping others 
and foster parenting 
children in need.

During their 53 
years of marriage, they 
have cared for more 
than 300 children in 
their home as well 
three children of their 
own plus four foster 

children they adopted. 
All were introduced to 
Jesus, and some even 
joined the church. 
When asked how 
they could remember 
everyone’s birthday, 
Sonia simply said, 
“We wrote everyone’s 
birthday in a book, 
and we would keep 
track of it that way.”

As time passed and 
the children grew, they 
scattered through-
out the country and 
chose different career 
paths—many getting 
formal training in ar-
eas such as business, 
health care, nutrition-
al management, and 
hospitality, to name a 
few. More importantly, 
Wilton and Sonia 
passed along the gift 
of service, as well.

Gloria, their old-
est child, was so 
influenced by her 

parents that she has 
also cared for foster 
children, just like her 
mother and her grand-
mother before her.

Now, living in 
Florida, Wilton and 
his family members, 
friends, and fellow 
church members, 
continue to faith-
fully help those in 
need in the com-
munity. Wilton leads 
the church’s weekly 
food pantry program 
that serves a list of 
400 families who 
come for assistance.

Dan Forbes, South 
Orlando Church Pas-
tor, describes Wilton 
and Sonia as very 

generous, kind, and 
giving members for 
all of their lives.

“I wish there were 
50 more members in 
the church just like 
them. They truly em-
body what it means to 
live a life of service to 
their fellow man.”

The Campbells’ 
dream is to see Jesus 
come again. When He 
does come to gather 
His people to take 
them home, their hope 
is that all the chil-
dren who have come 
into their home and 
their hearts will be 
ready to go with Jesus 
as well on that great 
and glorious day. 

From left: Kashama, Dora, and Dewan—three sibling foster 
children who were adopted by Wilton and Sonia Campbell.

Wilton and Sonia, left, 
with Jessica, one of the 
four foster children 
they adopted, and 
granddaughter 
London.

MARTIN BUTLER
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ASSociAte Superintendent For AdminiStrAtion
Murray Cooper was voted Associate Superintendent for 

Administration in the Office of Education, September 29, 
2014, by the Florida Conference Executive Committee. Since 
his arrival at the beginning of November, he has visited every 
Conference school and has begun working extensively with 
teachers and principals.

He brings a wealth of knowledge and experience in admin-
istration and leadership as a teacher, elementary principal, 
academy principal, and superintendent. Most recently, he was 
Headmaster of Greater Collegedale School System compris-
ing: A.W. Spalding Elementary School, Collegedale Adventist 
Middle School, and Collegedale Academy.

Murray is an accomplished musician with a Master of 
Arts in Music Education from University of Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada; and a Master of Educational Leadership from Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

He and his wife, Kathy, a registered nurse at Florida Hos-
pital, Winter Park, have three children: Mason, who lives 
and works in Canada; Austin, a nursing major at Southern 
Adventist University, Collegedale, Tennessee; and Katara, an 
accounting major at Southern Adventist University.

“My family and I are very grateful to Florida Conference 
for the warm welcome we have received here,” says Murray.  
“I look forward to embracing the vision and working with  
the team to accomplish great things for the Lord.” 

depArtmentAl StAFF chAngeS

internAl church And School Auditor
Nancy Enriquez was appointed as an Internal Church and 

School Auditor by the Florida Conference Executive Com-
mittee on January 25. Employed in the Treasury Department 
for more than six years as a Senior Accountant, Nancy is the 
recipient of numerous recognitions for her work.

She received a bachelor’s degree in business education and 
a master’s degree in library science from University of Cen-
tral Florida, Orlando. She also received a graduate level ac-
counting certificate from DeVry University Orlando campus.

Nancy served as Business Manager at Orlando Junior 
Academy, Orlando, and as a Business Education Teacher at 
University High School, Orlando.

Mission is a big part of her life. She has completed six mis-
sion trips to Mexico, Africa, Guam, and three times to Costa 
Rica. She loves working with the children in Vacation Bible 
Schools such as one in Africa where 400 children came from 
neighboring villages.

In her spare time, Nancy enjoys reading, hiking, and sew-
ing. She has two sons, Pablo (Rinita) and Juan (Daniella), 
and two grandchildren ages 13 and 6.

“I am looking forward with excitement to this opportunity 
of working and befriending church and school treasurers,” 
says Nancy. “Together, we can make a difference for Florida 
Conference and the Kingdom of God.” 

cAmp meeting SAleS And SAmpleS
Serving free samples of Hertiage Health Food frozen products  

and the new Kim’s Simple Meals dry organic line  
(April 9–12 only At cAmp KulAquA Adventist BooK center)

speciAl cAmp meeting prices vAlid At All ABc locAtions, April 9–19

$12 off any Worthington Loma Linda nonfrozen case product 
additional $21 off when you buy 7 cases | additional $42 off when you buy 14 cases

10% off any Worthington Loma Linda canned product

A Better Choice: Books • Deli • Natural Foods — 351 S. State Road 434, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

High Springs Adventist Book Center (Camp Kulaqua General Store) — 23400 NW 212 Ave., High Springs, FL 32643

Miami Springs Adventist Book Center — 1 S. Royal Poinciana Blvd., Miami Springs, FL 33166
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The Florida Conference Youth Ministries De-
partment is excited to share its official logo 

(above). It represents one Youth Ministries 
Department in three areas (north, central, and 
south). Since 2010, at the request of Florida 
Conference administration, the two depart-
ments, Youth and Pathfinders, merged into one 
department that oversees Adventurers, Pathfind-
ers, Youth, Young Adults, and Adventist Campus 
Ministries. We still have the other individual 
ministry identities, but this Youth Ministries 
logo represents the whole department.

Our mission statement is: To Train, Equip, 
and Deploy an Army of Young People. We are 
asking all our ministry leaders to focus on these 

action words and 
evaluate all they do 
in ministry for young 
people through the 

lens of the mission statement. This is designed 
to help us stay on track and be intentional about 
preparing an army of young people for service.

Life on Fire is our theme for 2015. We want 
to see young people and leaders challenged, 
encouraged, and inspired to live a Life on 

Fire. We have cre-
ated unique resources 
(small group study 
guides, weekly vid-

eos, a how to start a ministry pamphlet, etc.) 
to help make this happen, and we will con-
tinue to promote Life on Fire as a vital part of 
growing young people to maturity as follow-
ers of Jesus Christ. The theme is based on II 
Timothy 1:6, and there’s even a theme song: 
floridaconference.com/iym/youth/resources.

To help promote our mission statement and 
raise up an army of young people, we started 
Youth IMPACT Mission Trips in summer 2013. 
In 2014, we connected this to Florida Confer-
ence’s Mission to the Cities movement to work 
in the same cities of emphasis as the Confer-
ence. In 2015, we are in Fort Lauderdale, and in 
2016, we will be in the Tampa area. The goal of 
this week-long mission trip experience is to give 
young people training in ministry and practi-
cal experience in doing those ministries. Then, 
the benefit to local churches and communities 
comes after the mission trip when young people 
go home and are encouraged to start their own 
ministries and be a blessing to their community 
as well. We need pastors, churches, and youth 
ministries leaders to help open opportunities for 
young people to serve locally and keep this spirit 
of service alive and maturing.

The ONCE Project is an evangelistic activ-
ity where all ages of young people gather at 
one church in their Cluster (a grouping of 
7–12 churches) to 
conduct door-to-
door surveys and 
invite people to start 
Bible studies. This 
has already resulted in baptisms because young 
people were willing to let God use them. Each 
Cluster has a bin with lanyards, name cards, 
surveys, clipboards, pens, books to give away, 
Bible study invitation cards—everything 
needed to mobilize the young people. In ad-
dition, all these materials are available online: 
floridaconference.com/iym/youth/resources

The Blaze: Ministries Training Weekend is 
another opportunity to be trained, equipped, 
and deployed. We were holding separate 
preacher trainings, 
CREATION Health 
trainings, small group 
trainings, etc., but 
they occurred on dif-
ferent weekends. We thought, “What if we com-
bined all these ministries, added more options, 
and gathered hundreds of young people for one 
weekend, training them in specific ministries 
that fit their gifts and interests?” We launched in 
2014 with a dozen options. In 2015 and beyond, 
we will continue instructing young people to 
blaze a new trail and put their talents to use in 
their local church as a way to bring people to a 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

The High School Bible Retreat is an annual 
retreat for all teens (both in public high school 
and our academies). It happens every autumn 
(usually the second week-
end in October) at Camp 
Kulaqua in High Springs. 
Hundreds of teens attend 
to be together and have 

Pedro Perez, Florida Conference 
Youth Ministries Director
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A complete calendar is available online:
http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar/

ongoing eventS ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Youth/Pathfinder/Adventurer Events. Call (407) 644‑5000 x2421 or 

visit http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/youth/  
http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/pathfinders/events/  
http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/adventurers/events/

Singles’ Ministries Events and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.com/iym/childrenandfamily/events/, 
esalzmann@cfl.rr.com, (407) 521‑4751, or (407) 721‑3036.

A Better Choice / Adventist Book Center. Altamonte Springs:  
national toll‑free number, (877) 55‑FLABC (877‑553‑5222).  
Miami: (305) 805‑9900. High Springs: (386) 454‑7956.  
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or  
order by e‑mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Apr. 4. Marathon.
Apr. 5. Key Largo, Homestead, Miami Temple.
Planned Giving and Trust Services Clinics.
Apr. 9‑12. Florida Camp Meeting.
Apr. 17‑19. Campestre Hispano.
Apr. 18. Spring Meadows.
Apr. 25. Ocala.
May 2. Northwest Dade.

May 16. Hollywood Spanish.
May 30. Avon Park Spanish.
June 6. Jacksonville Southpoint.
June 13. Ebenezer Spanish.
July 25. Fort Myers Spanish.

April 2015 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
121st Annual Florida Camp Meeting. Apr. 9‑12. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 

NW 212 Ave., High Springs. Theme: Arise, Shine (Isaiah 60:1‑3). 
Guest Speakers: Elizabeth Talbot, Roy Rugless, Dexter Thomas, 
Mike Cauley. See pages 6‑7 for detailed information and registra‑
tion for meals and lodging or visit the Camp Meeting web page: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/

57th Annual Campestre Hispano. Apr. 17‑19. Camp Kulaqua, 23400 
NW 212 Ave., High Springs. Theme: ¡Levántate y resplandece! Guest 
Speaker: Roger Hernández. Registration for meals and lodging: 
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/. Additional infor‑
mation: (407) 644‑5000 x2121

Women’s Ministry Weekend. Apr. 24‑25. Spring Meadows Church, 
5783 N. Ronald Reagan Blvd., Sanford. Theme: Women Seeking 
Him and Serving Others. Guest Speaker: Brenda Walsh. Details: 
pamelagray@cfl.rr.com or (407) 637‑0730.

Coming Eventsjoint worships, small 
groups, solo time, 
service opportuni-
ties, group games, 
and baptisms.

Red Zone is the an-
nual event that brings 
the Adventurer and 
Pathfinder ministry 
to a close each season. 
Thousands of young 
people gather together 
for worship, fun, a chance 
to display what they have 
worked on over the course of 
the year, and, of course, the 
Drill and Drum Competition. 

Young Adult Listening Ses-
sions is a new initiative in 
2015. The Youth Ministries 
Department is partnering with 
Florida Conference adminis-
tration to conduct four listen-
ing sessions around the state. 
Our goal is to let young adults 
know that we are listening. 
We want to know what they 
think and how we can best 
serve and minister to them. 
From these listening sessions, 
we plan to develop a Young 
Adult Council that will serve 
as a steering committee 
for young adult ministry.

The Weekly 
Update is an elec-
tronic notice sent by 
e-mail once a week to 
anyone who wants to 
be in the loop about 
what is happening 
in Florida Youth 
Ministries. Visit 
bit.ly/flcyouthnews 
to find past updates. 
A link is included in 
each update to re-
ceive e-mail delivery 
of future updates.

We are looking for 
qualified leaders who 
are ready to help us 
grow Youth Minis-
tries in Florida Con-
ference even stronger. 
If you are interested 
in becoming a part of 
our team of officially 
appointed volunteers, 
please contact us at
FLYouthMinistries@floridaconference.com 

Youth Ministries Staff
Pedro Perez . . . . . . . .Youth Ministries Director 

pedro.perez@floridaconference.com
Robert Hines  . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Director 

robert.hines@floridaconference.com
Rudy Alvir  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Director 

rodolfo.alvir@floridaconference.com
Aimee Layson . . . . . North Area Office Assistant 

aimee.layson@floridaconference.com
Aida Crescioni  . . . Central Area Office Assistant 

aida.crescioni@floridaconference.com
Micky Santiago . . .South Area Office Assistant 

micky.santiago@floridaconference.com
Cheryl Roda-Wu  . . State/PAC Office Assistant 

cheryl.roda-wu@floridaconference.com
Liz Bence . . . . . . . . Pathfinder Store Coordinator 

elizabeth.bence@floridaconference.com

development And 
plAnned giving
Certified Planned Giving Specialists 
at Florida Conference can answer all 

your estate planning questions.

Specialists will be available in the Administrative 
Office during Camp Meeting, April 9–12, 

and Campestre Hispano, April 17–19.

You may also call (407) 644-5000 x2241  
to schedule an appointment  

at your church or home.
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BY NATASHA RICHARDS

Ask yourself who the people 
in your church are. Which 

cultures and ministries are 
most prominent? When I 
view my church, I think of 
the possible church to come.

My current church is 
comprised of about 15 people 
from different cultures, 
younger than age 30. They 

are very talented people who 
share two things in com-
mon: they are Adventists 
and they attend the same 
school. My church is Adven-
tist Campus Ministry (ACM) 
at Florida International 
University in Miami, and 
I am honored to serve the 
students on this campus.

ACM has chapters at 
several universities in 

the state, overseen by the 
Florida Conference Youth 
Ministries Department: 
http://bit.ly/fc-acm

Our Adventist commu-
nity has seen the great need 
of being a resource for Ad-
ventist students on secular 
college campuses. While 
students are living at their 
home away from home, ACM 

leaders are implementing 
spiritual empowerment for 
them. The direction is to 
train, equip, and deploy an 
army of young people in and 
around our community.

The Florida Conference 
Youth Department has a 
mission to meet the students 
at the well. We solicit your 
prayers and support. 

Discussion night at Florida 
International University with 
Conference Youth Ministries 

Director Pedro Perez.Youth Taking 
On the World 

For Christ

University of Florida students working 
to make a difference in Gainesville.

Young Adult Listening Session at Florida International University with Conference 
President Mike Cauley and Vice President for Pastoral Ministries Tim Nichols.
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