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W
ould you 
pay your 
mortgage 

each month if the 
lender wrote to say that 
payment was com-
pletely voluntary?

What if the signs 
above fuel pumps at gas 
stations contained the 
words, “Please pay if 
you feel grateful.”

Or suppose there 
were big posters at 
supermarkets that an-
nounced, “Payment is 
greatly appreciated, but 
entirely up to you.”

And perhaps most 
remarkably, what if 
your hospital bill read, 
“It would really make 
our day if you paid this 
humongous bill, but 
that is not required.”

Under such circum-
stances, how many 
people would actually 
make those loan pay-
ments, fork over the 
cash for fuel, let the 
checkout person swipe 
their debit card, or 
send a big check to the 
medical center? My 

guess is that it wouldn’t 
be long before all mort-
gage companies, gas 
stations, supermarkets, 
and hospitals would be 
out of business.

If our economy tried 
to function on that 
basis, it would surely 
grind to a halt. And, 
yet, that is exactly how 
religious organizations 
function all the time.

It is amazing to 
think that the existence 
of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist denomination 
depends completely 
on the consistent, vol-
untary contributions 
of the members in the 
local pews. This free-
will giving pays the 
salaries of thousands of 
workers worldwide and 
funds the great variety 
of available services 
and programs.

The apostle Paul 
wrote, “Each of you 

should give, then, as he 
has decided, not with 
regret or out of a sense 
of duty; for God loves 
the one who gives glad-
ly.” II Corinthians 9:7 
(The Good News Bible). 
God’s desire for Chris-
tians is that they give 
not out of a sense of 
obligation as if He had 

issued them an invoice 
or ecclesiastical bill, 
but because they are 
grateful for how abun-
dantly He has already 
given to them.

Paul went on to 
write, “God is able to 
make it up to you by 
giving you everything 
you need and more, so 
that there will not only 
be enough for your 
own needs, but plenty 
left over to give joyfully 
to others.” II Corinthi-
ans 9:8 (The Living Bible)

The Florida Con-
ference has been the 
recipient of much joy-
ful giving, especially in 
the year 2004. As you 
no doubt know, the 
Conference has been 
experiencing some 
financial challenges. 
But the Lord is turning 
things around.

At the end of 2004, 
the Conference expe-
rienced a 7.1% tithe 
gain over the previous 
year which resulted in 
a $1.8 million increase 
for Florida Conference 
operations and minis-
tries. This is certainly 
cause for praise and 
thanksgiving!

Unlike the U.S. 
economy, God’s church 
has the Holy Spirit mo-
tivating people to give 
out of love. He is tug-
ging on hearts and re-
minding people of the 
example of the God-
head who gave all of 
Heaven for our salva-
tion. Even though it is 

voluntary, such Christ-
centered funding is, 
without question, a far 
more secure basis for 
building the kingdom 
of God than all the 
invoices in the world.

—Kim Johnson

Florida Conference praises God 

for a 7.1% tithe gain in 2004!

Kim Johnson 

ponders the question, 

“How long would a 

gas station stay in 

business if payment 

was optional?” Then, 

he considers how 

God’s Church thrives 

on voluntary, joyful 

giving by members 

who contribute out of 

heartfelt gratitude.
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GOD’S UNIQUE
INVOICING SYSTEM

F
lorida Conference 
is working coop-
eratively with the 

General Conference Office of 
Global Mission in a unique 
venture to facilitate outreach 
to the rapidly growing and in-
creasingly hard-to-reach sec-
ular/postmodern segments of 
Western society.

Based at the Markham 
Woods Church in Longwood, 
the Center for Secular/Post-
modern Mission is the newest 
of five Global Mission study 
centers providing resources 
for Adventist ministry to 
some of the world’s most 
populous, difficult-to-impact 
groups of people. The other 
four locations provide similar 
resources for interacting with 
Buddhists (at a center based 
in Thailand), Hindus (India), 
Muslims (California), and 
Jews (Israel).

The Center for Secular/ 
Postmodern Mission is 
staffed through a creative 

structure that 
requires no 
funding from 
Florida Confer-
ence, yet utilizes 
the church’s 
pastoral team. 
James Coffin, 
Markham 
Woods senior 
pastor, serves 
as director 
while Owen 
Vazquez, one of 
the church’s as-
sociate pastors 
who had just accepted a call 
to the vacant position at press 
time, will serve as an associ-
ate director of the Center.

Global Mission pays the 
salaries for the Center’s two 
additional staff: Jim Appel, 
an associate director who 
also serves as a Markham 
Woods associate pastor, and 
Maxine Allen, half-time 
research coordinator.

The concept is that Coffin, 

Appel, and Vazquez will each 
work two-thirds of their 
time in pastoral ministry 
for the local church and 
one-third of their time for 
the Center—providing two 
full-time equivalents as pas-
tors and one full-time equiva-
lent as Center directors.

The benefit of this ar-
rangement is a larger group 
of people acting as a think 
tank, none of whom are pure 
theorists. Everyone at the 
Center puts their ideas into 
practice every day. Minis-
try taking place in the local 
church serves as a case study 
for the Center, and minis-
try being developed for the 
Center will benefit the local 
church. The net result should 
prove advantageous for both.

The goal of the Center is to 
provide a variety of resources 
for those who want to con-
front the challenges and op-
portunities that secularism 
and postmodernism pres-
ent. The Center’s web site at 
www.secularpostmodern.org 
includes an ever-expanding 
and regularly updated collec-
tion of articles, book reviews, 
interviews, ministry models, 

reports of pilot programs, 
links to other web sites, up-
coming events, and ample op-
portunity for feedback.

If you get really serious 
about targeting outreach 
toward those with this chal-
lenging—yet, in many ways, 
highly receptive—mind-set, a 
representative from the Cen-
ter can arrange to meet with 
you or your congregation.

In addition to maintain-
ing the web site, the Center 
offers a monthly, bare-bones 
e-newsletter called Postscript. 
The newsletter serves as a re-
minder to each recipient that 
the web site is available and 
invites them, by merely the 
click of a computer mouse, to 
browse an index of what has 
been added to the site during 
the previous month. Thus, 
the web site is a monthly re-
source magazine and will, 
with the passage of time, be-
come a comprehensive library 
of resource material.

To be placed on the e-
newsletter mailing list or 
to ask questions, please 
send your e-mail request to 
contact@secularpostmodern.org

—James Coffin

Jim Coffin, left, senior pastor of Markham Woods Church in Longwood, serves 
as director of the Center for Secular/Postmodern Mission. The General Con-
ference Office of Global Mission provides funding for Jim Appel, associate 
director of the Center and associate pastor of Markham Woods Church, and 
Maxine Allen, half-time research coordinator.

WHAT IS POSTMODERNISM?

The term secularism 
may be self-explanatory, 
but what is postmodern-
ism? Put simply, it is a 
world view that pervades 
twenty-first century West-
ern society. It is a philo-
sophical outlook in which 
yesteryear’s intellectual, so-
cial, and religious “givens” 
have been thrown aside. All 
authority is questioned; all 
morality is relative; all or-
ganized religion is suspect. 
The evangelistic methods 
that served so well in the 
past are not as effective 

in reaching these specific 
groups of people; therefore, 
our methods must vary.

The great opportu-
nity, however, is that many 
of the issues that once 
deterred people from 
joining the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church are no 
longer barriers. In one 
sense, postmodernism 
has created a vacuum that 
makes people naturally 
receptive to much of what 
the Adventist Church 
advocates. Developing 
innovative ways to pres-
ent eternal truths is what 
the Center is all about.

FLORIDA CONFERENCE 
AND GLOBAL MISSION 

COOPERATE ON 
UNIQUE VENTURE
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T
he 5 o’clock 
alarm sound-
ed in our hotel 

room on the morning 
of December 8, 2004, 
waking Elaine, my 
wife, and me from 
a deep sleep. In the 
dark, we headed for 
the sandy shores of the 
Atlantic Ocean.

The day before, we 
had experienced a full 
day of uplifting meet-
ings at the Southern 
Union Conference 
Evangelism Council 
in Daytona Beach, 
Florida. That evening, 
Elaine suggested we 
get up early to take an 

hour-long prayer  
walk on the beach. 

Even as the moon 
hid behind the clouds, 
we walked along with 
a sense of peace as we 
prayed aloud in the 
light of the Lord. Thir-
ty minutes passed, so 
we turned around and 
headed back toward 
the hotel.

Suddenly, the 
voice of a screaming 
woman broke the still 
morning air. Chills 
ran through us as we 
scanned the dark for 
any sign of human 
form. Soon, we saw 
a man and woman 

arguing on a staircase 
which led from a hotel 
down to the beach. No 
signs of physical abuse 
were apparent, so we 
continued walking as 
we prayed, asking God 
to bring peace into 
their lives.

Then, the already 
ugly scene took on 
a deadly tone as the 
woman ran into the 
frigid ocean waters 
screaming, “leave 
me alone!” We knew, 
then, we had to get  
involved.

Approaching an 
intoxicated man, 
we heard his panic-

stricken cry, “there’s a 
deep drop off beyond 
the reef. She’s going to 
kill herself!”

“What’s her 
name?” I asked. 
“Monica*,” he re-
sponded. “And 
yours?” I inquired. 
“Michael*,” he said.

Elaine began beg-
ging for Monica to 
come ashore as I 
pleaded with God for 
her protection. After 
what seemed like an 
eternity of prayer and 
pleading, the faint 
image of Monica be-
gan coming closer to 
shore. Then, Michael 

ran into the water to 
bring her to safety.

With the four of us 
safely together on the 
beach, I asked if we 
could pray. As Elaine 
and I prayed for Mi-
chael and Monica, a 
calmness came over 
them. Then, we shared 
how much Christ 
loves them.

Soon, they were 
revealing the story 
of their sinful lives, 
centering around the 
heavy metal music 
lounge they owned 
near the beach.

Monica, now 31, 
told Elaine this was 

J
im and Elaine 
Buchanan re-
served a Febru- 

 ary overnight 
stay in Daytona Beach 
to retrace the steps 
of their December, 
2004, encounter with 
Michael and Monica. 
They also wanted to 
see if God had lined up 
any follow-up visits.

Arriving around  
8 p.m., the Buchanans 
checked into their ho-
tel. They immediately 
set out for Michael and 
Monica’s bar.

This time, they  
had no problem locat-
ing the small lounge 
tucked away among 
larger businesses. The 
door was open, so Jim 
and Elaine entered 
and found the young 
couple preparing for 
their first customers.

“Providentially, 
only two people poked 
their heads in the door 
during our 45-minute 

visit and they left im-
mediately, as if they 
didn’t want to inter-
rupt,” says Jim. “Mi-
chael and Monica were 
amazed to think we 
cared enough about 
them to come back 
and visit.”

“We told them we 
pray for them a lot,” 
says Elaine, “and we 
still believe our meet-
ing in December was 
divinely planned.”

“I shared with Mi-
chael how, in my old 
life, I was a country 
music recording artist 
and played in bars,” 
says Jim. “ Then, I 
shared how, in my new 
life, I talk about Jesus’ 
love and His soon 
coming.”

“I think everybody 
believes something 
is going to happen,” 
Michael responded. 
Then, he added, “I 
have an opportunity, 
now, to read the Bible 

once in a while.”
“The seed is plant-

ed,” says Jim. “We be-
lieve the harvest will 
take place when the 
Lord is ready because 

God’s word will not 
come back void. That’s 
a promise.” 

“Jim and I plan to 
be persistent in show-
ing our love to them,” 

says Elaine, “because, 
when we were among 
the lowest of lost 
souls, God was persis-
tent in saving us.”

—Martin Butler

MORNING PRAYER WALK LEADS TO DIVINE ENCOUNTER

Jim and Elaine Buchanan found Michael and Monica’s bar on their return trip 
to Daytona Beach, entered the open door, and began a 45-minute visit.

RETURN VISIT RESULTS IN MORE SEEDS PLANTED
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A peaceful prayer walk for Jim and Elaine 
Buchanan was shattered by screams coming 

from nearby steps leading down to the beach.

the first time any-
one had talked to 
her about Jesus in 17 
years. Michael lis-
tened with keen inter-
est as I answered his 
questions about rein-
carnation, the state of 
the dead, and Christ’s 
second coming. Deep 
down inside, they 
both wanted a rela-
tionship with Jesus, 
yet, didn’t know how 
to achieve it.

Suddenly, their at-
tention turned toward 
us. “Who are you 
people?” they asked. 
Then, they thanked 
us for saving Monica’s 
life. We said “praise be 
to God,” for we knew 
He was the One who 
sent us on our early 
morning prayer walk.

Later that day, we 
shared our experi-
ence at Evangelism 
Council. “That’s evan-
gelism in practice,” 
someone suggested. 
Next, everyone prayed 
for the couple.

That evening, after 
the meetings, we de-

cided to look for their 
lounge, but it was hard 
to find. As we entered 
bars on the same 
street to ask for direc-
tions, Elaine and I 
felt deep sorrow as we 
looked at all the lost 
and lonely people. We 
couldn’t even imagine 
how Christ must feel.

We do know, how-
ever, that His amaz-
ing grace can touch a 
single life on a Day-
tona Beach barstool 
or the hearts of mil-
lions even to the ends 
of the earth. Elaine 
and I know because, 
five years ago, we were 
drowning our sins 
and sorrows in the bar 
scenes of Baltimore, 
Maryland.

When we found 
Michael and Monica’s 
bar, it was closed. We 
went to their home 
where, earlier in the 
day, we had left a note. 
It was still on the door.

The following 
morning, Evangelism 
Council came to a 
close. Before leaving 

Daytona Beach, we 
stopped by Michael 
and Monica’s house 
again. They weren’t 
home, but the first 
note was gone. We left 
them another note 
to express our belief 
that our meeting the 
previous morning was 
divine—that God had 
sent us to them.  

On our way home, 
Elaine and I thought 
of another cold, 
dark night when a 
man named Jonah 
ended up in the ocean 

depths, only to be res-
cued from drowning. 
Later, he would serve 
on a special mission 
for God.

Perhaps God has 
a special plan for Mi-
chael and Monica just 
as He did for Elaine 
and me. Today, as 
Bible workers in the 
Clermont, Florida, 
Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church, we stand 
amazed that God has 
chosen us to be wit-
nesses of His love. Ev-
ery day we thank God 

for reaching down to 
change the direction 
of our lives and save us 
by His amazing grace!

I believe God has 
chosen all of us to be 
witnesses. When He 
speaks, will we hear 
His voice? When He 
calls, will we answer? 
When He says, “go,” 
will we respond, “Yes, 
Lord! Even to the end 
of the earth?”

—Jim Buchanan

* Names were changed 
to protect identity.
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Community Bible Conference 111th Annual Florida Conference Camp Meeting
Forest Lake Academy, Apopka
May 27–June 4, 2005

W.L. Taylor— 
Southeastern Confer-
ence President

Lonnie Melashenko—
Voice of Prophecy  
Director/Speaker.

Gordon Bietz— 
Southern Adventist 
University President

Richard Stenbakken—
N. American Division 
Single Adult Ministries 
Coordinator

Ty Gibson— 
Light Bearers Ministry 
Co-founder/Co-director

Jerry & Janet Page—
President & Prayer 
Ministries Coordinator, 
Central California  
Conference

Philip Samaan—South-
ern Adventist University 
Religion Professor

Mike Cauley—Florida 
Conference President

Our Guest Speakers…

Additional Camp Meeting Info:
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/

A Message From the President

Friday
May 27

Sabbath
May 28

Sunday
May 29

Monday
May 30

Tues.-Thur.
May 31–June 2

Friday
June 3

Sabbath
June 4

Note:
Evening 

meetings begin 
at 7:15 p.m. 

with music and 
announcements 

for the local, 
on-campus 
audience. 

The satellite 
broadcast 
begins at  
7:30 p.m. 
Churches 

downlinking 
the satellite 
broadcast 

may use the 
15-minute 
interim for 

their own song 
service and/or 

announcements.

8:00–9:00
First

Worship Service
W. L. Taylor

7:00–8:00
Devotional
Jerry & Janet

Page

7:00–8:00
Devotional
Jerry & Janet

Page

7:00–8:00
Devotional
Jerry & Janet

Page

7:00–8:00
Devotional
Jerry & Janet

Page

8:00–9:00
First

Worship Service
Ty Gibson

9:30–11:00
Second

Worship Service
W. L. Taylor

7:00–2:00
Pathfinder 

Sunday

8:00–8:30
Prayer & Praise

Mike Cauley

8:00–8:30
Prayer & Praise

Mike Cauley

8:00–8:30
Prayer & Praise

Mike Cauley

9:30–11:00
Second

Worship Service
Ty Gibson

11:30–1:00
Third

Worship Service
W. L. Taylor

9:15–10:30
Morning 
Seminars

9:15–10:30
Morning 
Seminars

9:15–10:30
Morning 
Seminars

11:30–1:00
Third

Worship Service
Ty Gibson

1:30–2:45
Women’s & Men’s 

Ministries

11:00–12:00
Bible Study

Philip Samaan

11:00–12:00
Bible Study

Philip Samaan

11:00–12:00
Bible Study

Philip Samaan

2:00–5:30
Pathfinder
Bible Bowl

2:00–3:15
Afternoon 

Seminars #1

2:00–3:15
Afternoon 

Seminars #1

2:00–3:15
Afternoon 

Seminars #1

3:15–5:00
Annual Florida 

Hospital Feature 
Des Cummings

3:00–4:30
World Mission 

Report

3:00–4:30
Gospel Hour

Richard 
Stenbakken

3:30–4:45
Afternoon 

Seminars #2

3:30–4:45
Afternoon 

Seminars #2

3:30–4:45
Afternoon 

Seminars #2

6:15–7:30
Singles’ Seminar

Richard 
Stenbakken

6:15–7:30
Singles’ Seminar

Richard 
Stenbakken

6:15–7:30
Singles’ Seminar

Richard 
Stenbakken

7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting

W. L. Taylor

7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting

W. L. Taylor

7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting
Lonnie Melashenko

7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting
Lonnie Melashenko

7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting

Gordon Bietz

7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting

Ty Gibson

7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting

Mike Cauley

ADULT SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE

Highlighted areas below are scheduled to be 
broadcast via satellite by the Adventist Com-
munication Network—www.acn.info. Check 
your listings or www.3abn.org for Three An-
gels Broadcasting Network schedule. 

“COME UNTO ME” BY CHARLES ZINGARO 
© REVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION

USED BY PERMISSION

T his year’s Camp Meeting—which is 
being billed as a Community Bible 

Conference—will return to offering 
three Sabbath morning worship ser-
vices with integrated Sabbath school 
segments. The schedule grid below 
outlines the new worship times.

The second and third worship 
services, all evening programs, 
the first Sabbath World Mission 
Report, the Sunday Gospel Hour, 
and the second Sabbath Florida 
Hospital program will all be 
broadcast via satellite.

Last year’s time of prayer 
for special needs was very 
well received and will be held 
again this year on Thursday 
in the Boys’ Dorm Chapel 
from 5–7 p.m.

Please join us for this 
time of spiritual renewal 
and fellowship.

—Mike Cauley
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Community Bible Conference 111th Annual Florida Conference Camp Meeting
Theme—1 Peter 2:9

BUT YOU ARE A CHOSEN GENERATION, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, 
HIS OWN SPECIAL PEOPLE, THAT YOU MAY PROCLAIM THE PRAISES OF HIM  

WHO CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT.

Camp Meeting Accommodations
Make your reservations now. A 50% deposit is required.

Per Night  /  Nine nights
Tent (cots not included) ................................................... $10 $90

Cots ............................................. $10 each for the duration of your stay
Private tent site (no water or electric hook-up) .............. $10 $40
RV/Trailer site (with air conditioner privileges) ........... $15 $130
RV/Trailer site (without air conditioner privileges) ...... $15 $70
Room in Boys’ or Girls’ Dormitory ................................. $40 $150

Dormitory accommodations require an additional $25 deposit to cover 
room damage and door key. The deposit can be refunded at check-out time.

Accommodations are reserved on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. A registration form can be obtained from the Conference web 
site: http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/  Forms can 
also be picked up at the Florida Conference office reception desk 
or they can be mailed or faxed to you by contacting Aletha Nee at 
aletha.nee@floridaconference.com or (407) 644-5000 x181. This form 
must be mailed back with your check or credit card information. It also 
includes the complete list of guidelines for accommodations.

Wheelchair-accessible rooms are available at hotels in the vicinity:
• Holiday Inn of Altamonte Springs, 230 West S.R. 436, Altamonte 

Springs, (407) 862-4455 or (800) 226-4544.
• Homestead Studio Suites, 302 S. North Lake Blvd., Altamonte Springs, 

(407) 332-9300 or (888) STAY-HSD.
• Extended StayAmerica, 1760 Pembrook Dr., Orlando, (407) 667-0474  

or (800) EXT-STAY.
• Candlewood Suites, 644 Raymond Ave., Altamonte Springs,  

(407) 767-5757.
Reservations must be made directly with the hotels.

Kids/Young Adults
Week-long meetings and events 

are planned for all ages:  
0–23 months, ages 2–3, ages 4–5, 
ages 6–7, grades 3–4, grades 5–6, 
grades 7–8, high school, and colle-
giate/young adults. Details will  
appear in the Camp Meeting  
Brochure available on campus.

Parental consent forms are re-
quired for field trips and are avail-
able from division leaders during 
Camp Meeting.

Around the Campus
• Lunch daily except Sunday in the 

Cafeteria. Weekday meals: a la 
carte, salads sold by weight. Sab-
bath meals: $8 unlimited buffet, 
$5 age 8 and under. Purchase Sab-
bath meal tickets in advance—
call Pat Marshall, (407) 772-3766.

• Estate Services counsel, Sun.–Fri. 
in cabins 1 and 2 adjacent to pool.

• Please arrange for boarding of 
your pets. They are not permitted 
on campus.
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FLORIDA CONFERENCE 
FOCUSES ON COMMITMENT TO 
GO FORWARD IN JESUS’ NAME

G
o” is the  
command  
Jesus gave to  

 His followers 
in the great commis-
sion, and “go” is the 
emphasis Florida Con-
ference has placed on 
evangelism as it focuses 
on growing disciples in 
biblically functioning 
communities.

Our Church is 
about fulfilling the 
great commission. It’s 
about seeking the lost. 
It’s about making dis-
ciples. It means evan-
gelism is an ongoing, 
year-round process in 
the life of the church 
where every outreach  
is geared to bring peo-
ple to know Jesus and 
to follow Him.

When Jesus says 
“go,” it means meeting 
people where they are 
in their situation, in 
their culture, or in the 
marketplace. It means 
leaving our comfort 
zones and the walls of 
our churches to meet 
people in their neigh-

borhoods and home 
environments.

Throughout the 
Conference, we see 
the formation of small 
groups that meet and 
pray in the commu-
nities. We see small 
groups forming on 
the basis of common 
interests and friend-
ships. Among them, 
we see the four basic 
ingredients of suc-
cessful small groups: 
prayer, Bible study, fel-
lowship, and mission.

Take the Palm 
Harbor Church, for 
example. Members are 
holding small group 
meetings in their 
homes. They are con-
ducting cooking class-
es and grief recovery 
seminars. Members are 
on fire! They are being 
creative and intention-
al in their approaches 
to reaching people.

Evangelism, above 
all, needs to be based 
on personal contact. 
We need to love people 
where they are and as 

they are. We need to 
be people-centered, 
just as God is people-
centered. That’s how 
He touches lives. This 
is why Florida Confer-
ence is emphasizing 
the personal nature of 

evangelism—God’s  
approach works!

Jesus’ ministry on 
earth is our example 
for reaching people. He 
showed kindness and 
met needs. He sowed 
seeds, then harvested 

through the invitation, 
“come unto Me.”

Today, traditional 
evangelism in public 
meetings is one impor-
tant method of reaping 
the harvest. However, 
the seeds must first be 

Chris Elwell (far left) and Marisol, his wife, were among the 40+ individuals 
baptized at the Bible Prophecy Made Simple meetings at the Apopka Church. 
Florida Conference evangelist Bill Waters and Mark, his son who is associate 
pastor of the Apopka Church, shared in the joy of baptizing this special couple 
on February 19. Emotion touched the moment as memories were shared of 
Marisol’s father, Candido Enriquez who died in a tragic car accident in June 
2001 when he was pastor of the Apopka Spanish Church. During the “Tears to 
Triumph” baptism, the Waters turned the congregation’s thoughts toward the 
resurrection morning when the family will be reunited again. “What a thrilling 
experience it is to be on the front lines of evangelism and to share in the miracles 
occurring in the lives of God’s people,” say Bill and Sunshine Waters.

“

Forest Lake Academy students were mentored by Chaplain Diane Halvorsen for 
their March New Beginnings evangelistic meetings which gave them hands-on 
experience in community outreach, public speaking, and small group Bible 
studies. Back row, left to right: Sterling Pate, Kristie Cain, Jocelyn Prado, 
Dustin Gold, and Lindsey Weigley. Front row, left to right: Anthony Bosmon, 
Sarah Rivera, Kelsey Halvorsen, Autumn Canther, and Geneva Di Marco.
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sown for a successful 
harvest. Seeds may be 
planted in the commu-
nity through friend-
ships, acts of kindness, 
community service, 
relevant worship ser-
vices, and Bible studies.

When the seeds be-
gin to grow, the young 
seedlings of interest 
must be cultivated. 
Then, the evangelistic 
event reaps the har-
vest from among the 
many seeds planted 

in church activities 
and personal contacts 
throughout the year.

This outreach must 
be intentional. Wheth-
er it’s for a cultural 
group, a secular group, 
or an audience of 
young people—minis-
try must be designed to 
reach them. The Apos-
tle Paul said he must be 
a Gentile to Gentiles…
a Jew to Jews…to win 
them all. This needs 
to be our approach.

Take the Seven Signs 
evangelistic disciple-
ship initiative, for ex-
ample, spearheaded by 
the North American 
Division and hosted 
by Florida Confer-
ence. This week-long 
series, with speaker 

José Rojas, was in-
tentionally designed 
to talk to Christian 
young people and their 
friends about what it 
means to follow Jesus 
and to be His disciple. 
It was also intentional 

that a Miami series in 
early March was taped 
in Spanish for simulta-
neous airing with the 
live satellite broadcast 
in English, April 2-9, 
from Orlando.

Prior to the April 
uplink, it was in-
tentional that seeds 
be planted across 
North America in 
1,000 local, youth-led 
reaping efforts. One 
began March 11 on 
the campus of For-
est Lake Academy in 
Apopka where students 
of Chaplain Diane 
Halvorsen pitched a 
tent to reach out in 
their community.

“New Beginnings is 
a bold and ambitious 
goal for any Chris-
tian organization, let 
alone a small class of 
students,” explained 
Freshman Lindsey 
Weigley. “It is appar-
ent to all of us that the 
Holy Spirit has worked 
in and around our 
lives, impressing us to 
make a difference and 
take a stand for Christ. 
God has opened so 
many windows of op-
portunity to make this 
crusade happen and 
with His help, we will 
accomplish more than 
we had hoped.”

This is what evange-
lism is all about. Seven 
Signs calls it “a move-
ment of discipleship 
that leads to harvest.” I 
call it mobilizing to “go 
and make disciples.”

Here in Florida 
Conference we have 
mobilized laity and 
pastors and continue 
to do so. Evangelism is 
the life of the Confer-
ence and we are excited 
about it. While some 
soul-winning teams 
are in training, oth-
ers have already been 

deployed into action. 
All our plans are 
geared towards seeking 
the lost and bringing 
people to know Jesus 
and follow Him.

We are meeting with 
our pastors monthly 
to talk about how we 
can grow disciples in 
our churches and how 
our churches can be 
biblically functioning 
communities. Re-
cently, we had disciple-
ship and evangelism 
training weekends in 
Spanish and English 
at Pine Lake Retreat 
where nearly 400 
lay people and pas-
tors participated.

Even as we make 
plans to “go” with the 
great commission, we 
need churches that 
are alive, revived, and 
spirit-filled. We need 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit, because we can’t 
do anything by our-
selves. It’s too great a 
task to accomplish!

We need spirit-
filled churches that are 
spiritually gifted and 
willing to accept the 
challenge to think of 
creative ways to reach 
people groups in our 
Conference. We need 
to consider all that the 
apostolic church mem-
bers did because they 
were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. It was the 
power of God in their 
lives, working and 
transforming them 
into tools for His glory.

The Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in 
Florida needs the Holy 
Spirit today. The Good 
News—it’s here. It’s 
available. All we must 
do is accept this gift. 
Then, we’ll be empow-
ered to “go” forward 
in Jesus’ name!

—Abel Paulín
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Two discipleship and evangelism weekend events were held early this year at 
Pine Lake Retreat, Groveland, that nearly 400 lay people and pastors attended. 
René Sánchez, left, Ft. Lauderdale Spanish Church pastor, presented his semi-
nar, The Key for a Good Harvest, at the Spanish-language training weekend.
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RADIO PROGRAM LEADS TRUCK DRIVER TO CHRIST

V
ictor Claudio 
often broke 
the monotony 

of driving his Tampa 
Bay area propane gas 
route by tuning the 
radio on his 18-wheeler 
to WMGG-AM. On 
Saturday mornings, 
he’d listen to his fa-
vorite Latin American 
tunes until Rolando 
de los Ríos’ program, 
Revelación, came on 
at 8:00 a.m. Then, 
Claudio would  
change the station.

One Saturday in 
2004, the usual intro-
duction announcing 
the Florida Confer-
ence-sponsored radio 
broadcast was heard 
on the hour. Claudio, 
however, was in the 
middle of shifting gears 
on his truck and be-
fore he could turn the 
dial, de los Ríos said, 
“maybe you are think-
ing about switching the 
dial to avoid this mes-
sage. It doesn’t matter 
because God loves you 
anyway and He has a 
plan for your life.”

Taken back by these 
words, Claudio said to 
himself, “Wow! This 
man knows what I’m 
thinking! I must con-
tinue listening.” The 
truth is, God knew 
Claudio would have 
his radio tuned in so 
He impressed de los 
Ríos one week earlier 
to make this spontane-
ous comment in the 
recording studio.

On Saturday, Janu-
ary 22, 2005, Claudio 
heard de los Ríos’ radio 
announcement for his 
evangelism series start-
ing that same night 
at the Winter Springs 
Spanish Church. He 

called the number 
that was given and, 
once again, Provi-
dence stepped in as 
de los Ríos answered 
the telephone even 
while he was at the 
church preparing for 
the meetings.

Claudio had looked 
forward to the day 
when he would meet 

his “radio pastor” and, 
now, de los Ríos was 
extending a personal 
invitation for him to 
attend the evangelistic 
series. When Claudio 
got off work that after-
noon, he knew there 
was just enough time 
to pick up his fiancé 
and make the 90-min-
ute drive from his 

home in Plant City to 
Winter Springs for the 
evening meeting.

The first night’s 
message about Jesus’ 
love tugged at Claudio’s 
heart and he felt im-
pressed to continue 
making the three-hour 
round-trip to nearly 
every meeting. As the 
series came to a close, 
Claudio was convicted 
to take his stand for 
Jesus through baptism. 
He also knew he want-
ed to make a life-time 
commitment to Gladys 
with Christ as the cen-
ter of their home.

When his new 
church family learned 
of Claudio’s desire to be 
baptized and to marry 
his sweetheart, they 
came up with a creative 
plan to host the wed-
ding, the reception, 
and the baptism— 
all in the same day.

So, on the evening 
of February 12, the 
radiant couple walked 
down the aisle of the 

beautifully decorated 
Winter Springs Span-
ish Church to join 
their lives together in 
marriage. Afterward, 
they were ushered 
into the fellowship 
hall where flowers, 
food, and the frosted 
cake set the stage for 
a grand celebration.

Then, the much-
anticipated baptism 
put the finishing 
touch on an already 
emotional day. First, 
Gladys shared her testi-
mony. “Before meeting 
Victor, I prayed that 
I would find a friend 
who loves the Lord. 
Thank God, I have 
found that man.”

Claudio followed 
with the testimony 
of his journey; one 
that took a sharp turn 
toward God when his 
daughter, Vicmarie, 
was diagnosed with 
cancer. In his anguish, 
Claudio pleaded for 
her healing. Today, 
Vicmarie is 14 years old 
and doctors have de-
clared her cancer-free.

To express his grati-
tude and surrender to 
Jesus, Claudio com-
posed Miracle of Love, 
which he sang mo-
ments before his bap-
tism. The final verse 
conveys his emotion:
How can I ever pay Thee  

for this miracle of love
With which You  

blessed me in  
my bitter days of pain?

I surrender my life  
and my soul.

I surrender my  
whole self to Thee.

And still I am  
asking myself,

“How may I ever repay?”
—Rolando de los Ríos,  

Rebeca de los Ríos, Byron Rivera

Byron Rivera, left, pastor of the Winter Springs/South Orlando Spanish 
churches prepares to baptize Victor Claudio.
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Victor and Gladys Claudio, center, celebrate their 
wedding with Rebeca and Rolando de los Ríos.
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A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html

Coming Events

Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Spiritual Study Group. Every Friday evening.  

Forest Lake Church, classroom #4. 7:30 p.m. Details: Melody West,  
(407) 292-1421 or mwest@ahss.org

Singles’ Ministries Monthly Fellowship Dinners. Second Sabbath, Forest 
Lake Church, Apopka. Third Sabbath, Kress Memorial Church, Winter 
Park. Fourth Sabbath, picnic, location/details: Melody West, (407) 292-
1421 or mwest@ahss.org. Fifth Sabbath (if any), Deltona Church.

APRIL ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955.  

Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956. Shop on-
line: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/ or order by e-mail: 
FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
Apr. 9: Port Charlotte. Apr. 10: North Port, Venice, Sarasota, Bradenton, 

Brandon, Tampa. Apr. 16: West Palm Beach. Apr. 17: Jupiter, Fort Pierce, 
Cocoa, Titusville. Apr. 23: Maranatha in Miami. Apr. 24: Sunrise (Health 
Fair). Apr. 30: Keys Camp Meeting in Marathon.

May 1: Keys Camp Meeting in Marathon, Key Largo. May 14: Naples.  
May 15: Fort Myers, Fort Myers Shores, Arcadia, Lakeland, Lake View, 
Winter Haven. May 21: Jacksonville Southpoint. May 22: Jacksonville 
First, Orange Cove, St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast.

June 11: Tallahassee. June 12: Perry, Lake City, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores, 
Belleview, Inverness. June 18: Spanish-language Camp Meeting in  
Miami. June 19: Fort Lauderdale, Lauderhill, Pompano Beach.  
June 25: St. Petersburg. June 26: Clearwater, New Port Richey,  
Spring Hill, Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant City.

Estate Services Clinics and Seminars.
Apr. 14-17. Marathon. May 1 & 4. Winter Springs.
Apr. 23. New Community May 21-22. North Miami.
 in Palmetto Bay. May 27-June 4. Camp Meeting in Forest City.
Evangelism Series.
Apr. 14-May 21. Northwest Dade. Lester & Zula Pratt.
Apr. 16-May 21. Altamonte Springs. Bill & Sunshine Waters.
May 21-June 4. Buenaventura Lakes Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
June 23-July 30. Ft. Pierce. Lester & Zula Pratt.
July 23-30. Homestead. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
July 23-Sept. 3. Melbourne. Bill & Sunshine Waters.
July 30-Aug. 6. South Dade. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Aug. 13-20. Apopka Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Spanish-language Vacation Bible School/Sabbath School/Family 

Ministries Workshop. Apr. 15-17. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.  
Cost: $70-$90 depending on accommodations. Includes meals.  
Details: (407) 644-5000 x138.

Forest Lake Academy Annual Golf Tournament. Apr. 18. Heathrow Golf 
Club. 8:30 a.m. Tournament will raise funds to benefit students through 
the Share the Dream Scholarship Fund. Cost: $80 per individual or $320 
per foursome. Details: http://www.forestlakeacademy.org/golftourny.htm, 
lippertk@forestlake.org, or (407) 772-3729.

Florida Keys Camp Meeting. Apr. 29-30. Knight’s Key Campground, 
Marathon. Guest speaker: Jack Blanco. Details: (305) 743-5268.

Marriage Commitment Weekend. Apr. 29-May 1. Camp Kulaqua’s Living 
Water Conference and Retreat Center, High Springs. Guest speakers: 
Ron and Nancy Rockey. Cost: $250 per couple, depending on accom-
modations. Details: (407) 644-5000 x136.

MAY –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Hispanic Youth Retreat. May 27-30. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.  

Details: (305) 888-3907.
Community Bible Conference, 111th Annual Florida Conference  

Camp Meeting. May 27-June 4. Theme: I Peter 2:9. Forest Lake  
Academy, Apopka. Details: see pages 6-7.

—Traditional Camps—
May 30-June 5 Junior Camp I Ages 10-12

June 5-12 Junior Camp II Ages 10-12
June 12-19 Cub Camp Ages 8-10
June 19-26 Teen Camp Ages 13-16

—Specialty Camps—
May 30-June 5 Horsemanship I Ages 11-16

June 5-12 Horsemanship II Ages 11-13
June 12-19 Horsemanship III Ages 11-13
June 12-19 Basketball Camp Ages 11-16
June 19-26 Horsemanship IV Ages 13-16
July 10-15 Extreme Wakeboarding Ages 13-17

July 31-August 7 Extreme Expedition Ages 13-17

(386) 454-1351    —    www.campkulaqua.com

Call for specific 
locations, fees, and 
provided services.

Apopka (G.O.A.L.)
June 6–July 29
(407) 644-5000 x129

Altamonte Springs
To be announced
(407) 293-2971

Celebration
May 30–Aug. 5
(407) 303-4422

Cocoa/Art Camp
June 6–July 29
(321) 636-3540

Hialeah
June 13–July 29
(305) 885-9007

Little Havana/Miami
June 13–July 29
(305) 545-0300

Miami Springs
June 13–July 29
(305) 888-3783

North Miami–Dade
June 13–July 29
(305) 651-7722

Southwest Miami
June 13–July 29
(305) 223-2102

Tampa Bay
To be announced
(813) 933-7505

Zephyrhills/East Pasco
To be announced
(813) 782-2000

Day Camps Around the Conference

F
lorida Adventist Church 
members have been placed 
right in the center of disas-

ter relief activity. Volunteers manage 
the disaster supplies warehouse for 
all donated goods for the State of 
Florida. The team’s responsibility is 
to receive, sort, inventory, and ship 
supplies; and report status to the 
various State departments.

Florida experienced four hurri-
canes in four months. This provided 
a tremendous opportunity for wit-
nessing to thousands of victims who 
desperately needed support.

Now, it is urgent for several teams 
to be rebuilt. In order to meet pos-

sible needs for the next hurricane 
season, volunteers are needed from 
different parts of the state who are 
willing to be trained in various 
warehouse management positions. 
This involves managing volunteers 
and processing paperwork.

Volunteers are needed from all 
areas of the state so that personnel 
are always available even if some vol-
unteers, who have been affected by 
storms, are unable to assist.

If you are able to join the team, 
call (352) 728-1229 or (352) 408-
1844. You can also send e-mail to 
frank@floridaprisonministries.org

—Frank Barton

DISASTER WAREHOUSE 
MANAGEMENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

JANUARY–FEBRUARY–MARCH 2005 • FLORIDA FOCUS • PAGE 11

http://www.campkulaqua.com/
mailto:frank@floridaprisonministries.org
http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html
http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
mailto:mwest@ahss.org
mailto:mwest@ahss.org
http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
mailto:FloridaABC@floridaconference.com
http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
http://www.forestlakeacademy.org/golftourny.htm
mailto:lippertk@forestlake.org


FLORIDA CONFERENCE
of Seventh-day Adventists
P.O. Box 2626
Winter Park, FL 32790-2626
(407) 644-5000
Fax: (407) 644-7550
Web: http://www.floridaconference.com/

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #4190
Orlando, FL

D
erek Morris, senior pastor 
of Forest Lake Church in 
Apopka, was recently asked, 

“How do you explain the 14 percent 
tithe increase for your church in 2004 
plus the $103,000 “turn Christmas 
upside down” offering on December 
25 specifically designated for local 
church ministry?” His answer was 
simple and to the point, “Revival 
in the hearts of God’s people.”

Man says, “Put your money where 
your mouth is.” God says, “Put 
your money where your heart is.”

Each year, a special offering is 
received at Camp Meeting for evan-
gelism in Florida Conference, and 
God’s people are given an opportu-
nity to put their money where their 
heart is. Last year, the offering goal 
was set at $150,000 and more than 
$85,000 was received. We praise 
God for those additional evange-
lism funds that helped bring people 
to know Jesus and follow Him.

This year, we’ve decided not to 
set a monetary goal. Instead, we’d 
like to see what God will do through 
His people. Will the offering total 
be $85,000? $150,000? $500,000? 
or $1,000,000? I believe if we start 
saving now—and pray for special 
financial blessings so we can put 
extra money aside—God’s work 
in Florida will advance in a mighty 
way because of this offering.

The other day, I heard a story that 
truly exemplifies how we cannot out-
give the Lord. The setting took place 
near an Adventist boarding academy 
where the parents of one of our Flori-
da Conference workers had moved to 
teach. While picking up needed items 

at the hardware store in a neighbor-
ing town, our worker’s father had 
become acquainted with the owner.

On one visit, this academy teacher 
felt impressed to ask the owner how 
business was going. “Very well,” he 
replied. “Recently, I began return-
ing a 10 percent tithe on my profits 
and God is certainly blessing.”

On his next trip to town, 
the teacher asked the hardware 
store owner, “And how is busi-
ness going for you these days?”

“Very well,” was the response.  
“In fact, I’ve begun returning a  
20 percent tithe and the business  
just keeps growing.”

A month later, the teacher made 
another stop at the hardware store 
and he asked, once again, for an up-
date from the owner. This time, with 
a tired voice, he responded, “If the 
Lord keeps pouring out His blessings 
at this rate, He’s going to kill me!”

Maybe it was time for this faith-
ful steward to hire some good help 
in the store. Just as God blessed this 
business owner, His word tells us that 
our heavenly Father desires to pour 
out His blessings on all His children.

I believe if we wait patiently on the 
Lord, we will see amazing miracles 
as we gather the special 2005 Camp 
Meeting evangelism offering. It is no 
secret what God can do. When the 
final offering count is in, it will be 
our privilege to use these funds in 
seeking the lost, making disciples, 
and telling the world that Jesus is 
coming soon to take us home!

May God bless each of us as we  
prepare our hearts for Camp Meeting.

—Mike Cauley

This year’s special Camp 
Meeting Evangelism 
Offering will get right 
to the heart of reaching 
hearts and seeking the 
lost so we can go home!

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR HEART IS

http://www.floridaconference.com/
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