A Quarterly Publication of Clear Focus Productions,
a media ministry of Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
Volume 22, Number 1 • January–February–March 2006

Florida Members
Prepare To Join Peruvian
Evangelism Experience

Peru—a destination for 30 Florida Conference
teams where dreams will come true to change
lives and experience evangelism Peruvian style.

Machu Picchu—a breathtaking trek among

historical ruins will parallel the team members’ mountain-top
experiences of 30 church crusades throughout the city of Chiclayo.

Disciple-making
On a Mission
by Mike Cauley, Florida Conference President

D

ear fellow believer: Grace to you and peace
from our Lord Jesus Christ.
This issue features a renewed emphasis upon
mission in Florida Conference. Whether it’s mission
at home or abroad, the focus in our Conference is to
share the gospel with those who need Jesus.
We begin with an April 26–May 10 trip to Peru, where 30 evangelistic series will be held simultaneously in the city of Chiclayo. The
meetings will be presented by Florida Conference pastors and church
members over a nine-day period, and we anticipate that hundreds of
precious people, invited by the local members, will be baptized.
At the same time, we will learn from the local church leaders how
the Peruvians create such dynamic preparation for evangelistic programs. Each year, more than 60,000 people are baptized in Peru as a
result of lay ministry and home Bible study groups.
The Peru trip is about so much more than going to South America
to hold meetings. It’s about learning how to disciple. It’s about casting a
discipleship vision in a mission setting, and then raising the sights here
in Florida Conference.
At home, we have renewed our commitment to mission. To assist
Conference churches in the Florida Keys that have struggled for quite
some time, we have designated this area as a mission field. We are stepping up the intentionality of reaching the thousands of people in that
territory. Soon, volunteer student task force workers from our colleges
will team with Adventist Community Services at our new Islamorada
Outreach Center to help area churches in community outreach.
We believe this renewed emphasis on
mission in South Florida will spread to
other regions of the state, particularly in
the large metropolitan areas where we hope
to invigorate a church-planting movement.
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Florida Min
Windows On Peru

by Robert Boggess

C

hiclayo, Peru, is
the destination
for 30 ministry teams
from Florida Conference that will leave
Miami on April 26 to
hold reaping meetings
in an eight-day evangelism initiative.
Florida Conference
pastors and members
will combine forces
with 30 teams in Chiclayo, home to North
Peru Mission, where
groundwork for reaping efforts has been
laid during the past
year through community friendshipbuilding, small group
functions, and personal Bible studies.
Chiclayo has more
than 60 Adventist
congregations that will
provide support, site
locations, and adver-

tising for the meetings. Florida teams
will provide speakers,
coordinators, and support leaders. Global
Evangelism DVDs and
sermons will provide
them with professional
presentations and
computer graphics.
The Chiclayo meetings are part of a “Caravan Crusade” that
will feature hundreds
of local meetings in
major cities throughout the country and
involve virtually every
church member. This
approach exemplifies a
practical and modern
example of a biblically
functioning community. It has proven
generous in adding members to the
church and nurturing
local congregations.
“Last year, alone,
there were more than

istry Teams Bound For Peru
Pastors and church
members from
Florida Conference
will experience the
faces and places of
Peru during their
upcoming 14-day
stay in this South
American country.

60,000 baptisms in
Peru Union Mission,”
says Robert Boggess,
project coordinator. “Obviously, the
Church in Peru doesn’t
need us to show them
how to do evangelism.
Rather, the experience
will inspire, invigorate, and transform
the way our Florida
participants share the
gospel and how they
prepare for Christ’s
second coming.”
In Peru, members
of the 30 Florida
Conference teams
will observe ministry practices of the
church members and
churches for the purpose of understanding,
adapting, adopting,
and transferring them,
as appropriate, to the
ministry and outreach
activities in Florida
Conference.

Members R ally Together

Plans Are In Place

Elders Boggess and Paulín met to finalize plans with local leadership
from North Peru Mission while members discussed ways their influence
can be more effective. Sixty congregations will support the meetings to
be held in 30 Adventist churches throughout Chiclayo.

Thousands of church
members gathered at
the Chiclayo Coliseum in February for a
crusade rally in preparation for the Jesus
Is the Hope meetings. Representing
Florida Conference
were Robert Boggess,
project coordinator,
and Abel Paulín,
vice president for
Spanish-language
ministries/evangelism. They joined in
accepting the challenge to “hold high
the torch of truth”
during the upcoming meetings.

If I Can’t Go
To Peru, How
Can I Help?
Your financial
assistance will
help Florida
Conference
support this
mission project.
Mark your
tithe/offering
envelope:
Florida
Conference
Peru Mission
Project
•••
Interested
In a 2007
Mission Trip?
(407) 443-3564
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by Julie Reynolds

“T

he lay speaker
for a Global
Evangelism crusade
in Africa has canceled and there is no
one to fill his place,”
my North Carolina
friend, Patti Guthrie,
informed me. “We
leave for Togo in three
weeks. Would you be
interested in going?”
I sat stunned. “Yes.
But, it would take a
miracle,” I thought.
“Go ahead and call
the airlines to check
for flights,” she urged
as I looked into her
exuberant face.
“Wow! I wish my
daughters and I could
go,” I responded.
Moments later,
Patti and I fell to our
knees in prayer. If
Christine, Jennifer,
and I were to be in
Africa in 21 days, we
needed a miracle.
In God’s Hands
Leaving the matter
in the Lord’s hands, I
began to gather more
information about the
trip. I learned that a

team of 20 lay evangelists would conduct
10 crusades in Lome,
the capital of Togo,
Africa. Here, the local churches would
conduct outreach
programs before and
after the meetings,
coordinate advertising
to attract a crowd, and
set up the tents. The
lay evangelists would
fund their own travel,
room, and board.
I was told if I could
read and had a passion to reach others
with the gospel, I was
an excellent candidate
to conduct a crusade.
Then, I heard about
people as young as
11 and as old as 80
who had conducted
crusades under the
auspices of Global
Evangelism. The more
I heard, the more I
wanted to go.
Then, I found
myself asking, “with
no theology degree,
could this registered
nurse—turned home
school mom—hold a
crusade in Africa?
“Others have, why
not me?” I concluded

Christine, 14, Jennifer, 11, and Julie Reynolds
wearing the dresses made by their African hosts.
Page  • Florida Focus • January–February–March 2006

Photos: compliments of the Holland Family

Dreams of Mission Service

Bible study, prayer, and fellowship drew Julie Reynolds (center) and her
friends, Patti Guthrie (left) and Linda Whiting closer to each other and
God as they prepared their presentations for the evening meetings.

as I longed even more
to be on that plane
headed for Africa. All
I needed was some
money, courage, and
most of all, faith. I
had little to offer, myself. Yet, right before
my eyes the Lord supplied our needs one
miracle after another.
In one day, our
home church, Plymouth-Sorrento, raised
$1,500 for us! Other
money came in and,
soon, all arrangements were made.

Christine and Jennifer
enjoyed the sweet milk
of a coconut picked
moments earlier.

Three weeks postprayer, my daughters
and I waved good-bye
to loved ones as we
stepped on the plane
with passports and
visas in hand, ready
for a great adventure with the Lord.
Airborne For Africa
As I reclined in the
airplane seat, I realized several things: In
His time and place,
God had called me for
such a work as this.
More importantly,

he called my daughters—Christine, age
14, and Jennifer, age
11. For years, my husband, Randee, and I
had prayed that our
children would have
a heart for mission
and evangelism. What
better way to nurture
that passion than to
serve with Global
Evangelism.
I laughed to myself as I remembered
Jennifer’s pinched face
when she eyed the
needles that would

Open-air markets provided colorful shopping
experiences for the Global Evangelism teams.

Come True In Africa

Jennifer’s soft blonde hair was an attraction
that led the local children to admire and touch
her locks after the evening meetings.

give her the required
immunizations for
the trip. “I guess I
must really want to
go to the mission field
for me to take these
shots!” she said.
I looked over at
Christine and Jennifer
seated on the airplane
beside other young
people their ages, all
ready and eager to
share Christ in the
upcoming meetings.
Christine had always

dreamed of being an
overseas missionary
and, now, she finally
had the opportunity
to spread her wings.
“Mom,” she said
with a smile, “this is
a dream come true.”
I prayed that she
would feel that way
when the trip ended.
The Crusade Begins
The first evening
of the crusade had arrived swiftly. As our

taxi drove up to the
meeting site, I noticed
my name on the banner fluttering in the
breeze. For a moment,
I felt a surge of panic.
I, Julie Reynolds, was
the evangelist!
There wasn’t time
to be very nervous,
however, so I prayed
silently as I poured
over the sermon notes
that Global Evangelism had provided
for us. Christine set
up the power-point
and was invaluable
for technical support.
I was most grateful
for the training our
group had received in
Ghana, prior to going
our separate ways to
the crusade locations.
Ultimately, the only
true training that was
vital was the unction
of the Holy Spirit.
That evening, under the open tent, 283
people attended. Jennifer sat in front with
us and smiled at the

Local members worked hand-in-hand with the Reynolds family and the
other nine groups who conducted crusades in Togo for Global Evangelism.

children who wanted
to touch her blond
hair. At the close of
that first meeting, an
invitation was given
for those who wanted
to take their stand for
God and His Word.
As dozens in the audience stood to their
feet, Christine, Jennifer, and I sang, a
capella, “I Will Sing
of Jesus’ Love.”
Night after night
the people kept coming. Chickens and
goats also attended,
running through the
open tent. At times,
I would have to stop
speaking as a noisy
truck or train passed
by on the road.
People going to and
from market, with
large loads balanced
on their heads, would
stop to hear the stories of hope and healing. Curious teen-age
boys would stand in
the shadows outside
the tent to hear some-

While the meetings
were in session, passers-by included women
on their way to market
with child in tow.

one speak in another
language. Yet, as they
heard the message of a
Savior’s love translated through my French
interpreter, their
hearts were gripped
and I could see pain
in their faces replaced
with peace.
Soon, we had 383
boys and girls, men
and women, Muslims
and Catholics, and
those who practiced
the popular witchcraft of voodoo all attending the meetings.
Every night the three
of us sang the appeal
song together, and
each night people responded to the Lord’s
call. Jennifer told
me, “Mom, the best
thing is to see people
come forward.”
Decisions For Baptism
Yes, they came, and
we prayed for God’s
Spirit to be poured
out. When the campaign came to a close,
more than 30 were
baptized, including
many of the teen-age
boys who listened in
the shadows outside
the tent. Among the
10 crusades in the
city of Lome, nearly
200 went into the
waters of baptism.
It doesn’t get
any better than
that—common laity,
through His spirit,
having a part in finishing the work of
Christ in these last
days of earth’s history.
What an awesome
task! What an undeserved privilege!
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Community Bible Conference
Forest Lake Academy, Apopka
May 26–June 3, 2006

Guest
Speakers…
Ron Halvorsen Jr.—
Senior Pastor, Sligo
Church, Maryland
Dan Matthews—Faith
For Today Television
Speaker Emeritus
Tony Moore—It Is
Written Television
North American
Evangelism Ministries
Coordinator
David Osborne—
North American
Division Ministerial
Association Secretary
Henry Wright—
Pastor, Alexandria
Church, Virginia
Mike Cauley—
Florida Conference
President

Seminars…
Prison Ministries—
Frank Barton
DivorceCare—
Richard D’Avanzo
Lifestyle Issues—
Julius Garner
Our Creator
Redeemer—
Hans LaRondelle
Estate Services—
José LeGrand
Family Life—
Ken & Helen Bryant
Singles’ Ministries—
to be announced

A Message From the President

T special time to enrich and strengthen
he Community Bible Conference is a

our spiritual lives. We invite you to come
feast on God’s Word, renew acquaintances,
and enjoy the opportunities for fellowship.
Three worship services will be offered both
Sabbath mornings plus a medley concert the
first Sabbath afternoon and the annual Florida
Hospital feature the second Sabbath afternoon.
On Thursday, June 1, we’ll once again hold our
special needs prayer time from 5–7 p.m.
—Mike Cauley
See you at Camp Meeting!
Additional Camp Meeting Info:
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/
Friday
May 26

Note:
Evening
meetings begin
at 7:15 p.m.
with music and
announcements
for the local,
on-campus
audience.
The satellite
broadcast
begins at 7:30
p.m. Churches
downlinking
the satellite
broadcast
may use the
15-minute
interim for
their own song
service and/or
announcements.

Sabbath
May 27
8:00–9:15
First
Worship Service
Ron Halvorsen Jr.
9:30–11:00
Second
Worship Service
Ron Halvorsen Jr.
11:30–1:00
Third
Worship Service
Ron Halvorsen Jr.

Sunday
May 28

Mon.–Wed.
May 29–31

Thurs.–Fri.
June 1–2

7:00–8:00
Devotional
Dan Matthews

7:00–8:00
Devotional
Dan Matthews

7:00–8:00
Devotional
Dan Matthews

8:00–8:30
Prayer & Praise
Mike Cauley

8:00–8:30
Prayer & Praise
Mike Cauley

9:15–10:30
Morning
Seminars

9:15–10:30
Morning
Seminars

11:00–12:00
Bible Study
Tony Moore

11:00–12:00
Bible Study
Tony Moore

2:00–3:15
Afternoon
Seminars #1

2:00–3:15
Afternoon
Seminars #1

3:30–4:45
Afternoon
Seminars #2

3:30–4:45
Afternoon
Seminars #2

7:00–2:00
Pathfinder
Sunday

2:00–5:30
Pathfinder
Bible Bowl

2:30–4:00
Concert

Adult Schedule At-a-Glance
Highlighted areas below are scheduled
to be broadcast via satellite on the
Hope TV Network—www.hopetv.org

3:00–4:30
Special
Presentation
Tony Moore

Sabbath
June 4
8:00–9:15
First
Worship Service
Mike Cauley
9:30–11:00
Second
Worship Service
Henry Wright
11:30–1:00
Third
Worship Service
Mike Cauley

3:00–5:00
Annual Florida
Hospital Feature
Des Cummings

6:15–7:30
6:15–7:30
Singles’ Seminar Singles’ Seminar

7:15–9:00
7:15–9:00
7:15–9:00
7:15–9:00
7:15–9:00
7:15–9:00
Evening Meeting Evening Meeting Evening Meeting Evening Meeting Evening Meeting Evening Meeting
Ron Halvorsen Jr. Ron Halvorsen Jr. Ron Halvorsen Jr.
David Osborne
Henry Wright
Henry Wright
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112th Annual Florida Conference Camp Meeting
Theme—Known by Your Love
“By this all will know that you are My disciples,
if you have love for one another.” —John 13:35 (NKJV)

Camp Meeting Accommodations

Make your reservations now. A 50% deposit is required.
Per Night / Nine nights

Tent (cots not included).................................................... $10 $90
Cots.............................................. $10 each for the duration of your stay
Private tent site (no water or electric hook-up)............... $10 $40
RV/Trailer site (with air conditioner privileges)............ $15 $130
Room in Boys’ Dormitory (Girls’ Dorm unavailable)... $40 $150
Dormitory accommodations require an additional $25 deposit to cover
room damage and door key. The deposit can be refunded at check-out time.
Accommodations are reserved on a first-come, first-served basis. A registration form can be obtained from the Conference web
site: http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/ Forms can
also be picked up at the Florida Conference office reception desk
or they can be mailed or faxed to you by contacting Aletha Nee at
aletha.nee@floridaconference.com or (407) 644-5000 x181. This form
must be mailed back with your check or credit card information. It also
includes the complete list of guidelines for accommodations.
Wheelchair-accessible rooms are available at hotels in the vicinity:
• Holiday Inn of Altamonte Springs, 230 West S.R. 436, Altamonte
Springs, (407) 862-4455 or (800) 226-4544.
• Candlewood Suites, 644 Raymond Ave., Altamonte Springs,
(407) 767-5757.
• Homestead Studio Suites, 302 S. North Lake Blvd., Altamonte Springs,
(407) 332-9300 or (888) STAY-HSD.
• Extended StayAmerica, 1760 Pembrook Dr., Orlando, (407) 667-0474
or (800) EXT-STAY.
Reservations must be made directly with the hotels.

Kids/Young Adults

Week-long meetings and events
are planned for all ages:
0–23 months, ages 2–3, ages 4–5,
ages 6–7, grades 3–4, grades 5–6,
grades 7–8, high school, and collegiate/young adults. Details will
appear in the Camp Meeting
Brochure available on campus.
Parental consent forms are required for field trips and are available from division leaders during
Camp Meeting.

Around the Campus

☛	Lunch daily except Sunday in the
Cafeteria. Weekday meals: a la
carte, salads sold by weight. Sabbath meals: $8 unlimited buffet,
$5 age 8 and under. Purchase Sabbath meal tickets in advance—
call Pat Marshall, (407) 772-3766.
☛	Estate Services counsel, Sun.–Fri.
in motel cabins adjacent to pool.
☛ Please arrange for boarding of
your pets. They are not permitted
on campus.

T

he 2006 GODencounters Conference for young adults will feature
worship leaders and artists including
Michael Card, Terry Hershey, Matthew
Gamble, and Elia King. General sessions are scheduled each evening except Sunday in the Forest Lake Church
sanctuary at 7:30 p.m., followed by
Encounters Café. Saturdays are highlighted by duplicate worship services
at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sacred Space is this year’s emphasis.
Young adults from across the nation
and beyond will gather together to
pursue Sabbath renewal through worship, seminars, prayer rooms, community, and musical expression.
GODencounters is sponsored by
the Florida Conference youth/young
adult ministries department. More
information is available by visiting
www.godencounters.org or calling
(407) 644-5000 x129.

Evangelism Offering

Once again, a special Camp Meeting
evangelism offering will be received
throughout Florida Conference. What
a difference your gifts have made in
the past to fund evangelism programs.
This year, our goal is $100,000. We
are praying, with the Lord’s blessing,
to greatly exceed that amount. In order
to reach, and even surpass, this goal,
we are encouraging members to start
early by marking their tithe/offering
envelopes “Camp Meeting Evangelism
Offering” between now and June 3.
Thank you for your gift that will
help grow God’s kingdom family here
on earth so we can all go home!
—Abel Paulín, Florida Conference vice president
for Spanish-language ministries/evangelism
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Special Constituency Meeting

Delegates registered in the Forest Lake Academy, Apopka, gymnasium lobby.

F

our hundred
sixty-eight delegates convened January 22 for a Special
Constituency Meeting
to review and approve the Forest Lake
Academy Master Plan
revision, the Phase I
building project, and
the sale of property.
Devotional :
President Mike Cauley
“It is good for God’s
people to prioritize
prayer when they get
ready to do some great
work for Him,” said
Mike Cauley, Florida
Conference president.
“Prayer helps us to realize our need, to slow
down and listen, to
see clearly what God
wants, and helps us
move forward.”
As Cauley called for
the delegates to meet
in groups for a season
of prayer, he said, “It
doesn’t matter how
much we plan and
how many smart people we have working
on this project if God

is not the architect of
all of our plans.”
Financial Report :
Tom Verrill
Though the financial statements had
not been completed
for 2005, Tom Verrill,
Florida Conference
treasurer, presented a
report based upon the
preliminary projections that included the
following highlights:
• 13.5% tithe increase for 2005.
• Positive operating
gain for the first
time in six years.
• $2.1 million has
been cut off the
operating debt of
$9 million. By the
end of 2006, it is
projected to be
reduced to a total
of $3.5 million.
•	The Conference
will be operating on a balanced
budget in 2006.
Financial Challenges:
•	Totally eliminate
the operating debt.
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Jim Epperson, Florida
Conference vice president for education.

•	Rebuild reserves.
•	Reduce/eliminate
outstanding school
accounts with the
Conference.
•	Implement cost
of living increases
for employees.
•	Assist congregations with getting
into their own
church homes.
• Fund the expansion
of our mission.
Praise God
“It’s because of the
faithfulness of God’s
people that we are
where we are today,”
said Mike Cauley as

he asked the delegates
to join him in singing the “Doxology.”
A prayer of thanksgiving was offered
by Gordon Retzer,
Southern Union Conference president.
“As the Lord continues to bless Florida
Conference, our commitment to you is that
we will, by the grace
of God, keep our administrative costs lean
and pour the blessings into the mission
of the local work in
Florida Conference,”
pledged Cauley.
Education For the
Present and Future :
Jim Epperson
“We must address
trends when we are
thinking about the education of tomorrow,”
said Jim Epperson,
Florida Conference
vice president for
education, “and the
Florida Conference
has done just that. We
have decided to form
a secondary school
system by electronically connecting our
two secondary schools
and our four junior
academies to form one
school system—The
Florida Conference Academy.”
“We are also forming a Florida Conference Health Academy
on the campus of
Forest Lake Academy
as part of the system,”
stated Epperson. The
two-fold purpose of
this program is to
give students a patient
care tech certificate
so they can work in
health related areas

and/or give a student
advanced placement
when they enroll at
Florida Hospital College or other medical
education institutions (details will be
presented in the next
issue of Florida Focus).
Presentation of
Master Plan :
Tom Verrill and
Glenn Carter
Tom Verrill, Florida
Conference treasurer,
and Glenn Carter,
vice president for institutional properties
outlined the immediate issues driving the
Master Plan:
• Floodplain and wetlands encroachment
• Condition of the
current boys’
dormitory.
•	Some of the facilities are structurally
solid; however, they
are in need of an
upgrade to meet
program needs.
•	Improved landscaping and security
• Consolidation of
current classrooms
into one general
educational area.
•	Update the computer and science
lab facilities and
equipment.
•	Distance learning
requires certain facilities and updates
to the classrooms.
• Provide funding for necessary
distance learning
equipment for the
local schools.
• Creation of a
Health Academy
that requires health
labs and other classroom facilities.

Forest Lake Academy Master Plan Moves Forward

Numerous church
delegates among the
468 in attendance
voiced their opinions
and raised questions
on motions brought
to the floor. Following
constructive discussion, two Master Plan
motions were voted.

All of these areas
should be coordinated
into a big picture to
make sure that we
meet both current and
potential future needs.
Revisions to several
areas of the 2000 plan
are needed:
• Magnitude and
location of the
campus.
•	The initial plan did
not make provision
for renovations to
existing buildings.
•	It did not permit
any type of loan
for the project.
New Classroom
Building:
Our goal in the
proposed plan is to
maximize the educational impact of the
available funds. We’re
looking to construct
a new building to
house classrooms and
labs for math, science,
technology, and the
Health Academy; other general classrooms
wired for distance
education; and a library/media center.

The Conference
Executive Committee
has made the recommendation for a temporary bridge loan so
that we can complete
the construction of
this new classroom/
library building as
quickly as possible
in one phase before
costs escalate further.
Dormitory
Restructuring:
There are many students in Florida that
cannot adequately be
served through the expanded distance education program, so it is
recommended by the
Executive Committee
that we keep the dormitory components.
The girls’ dormitory
will be renovated by
expanding and dividing it into wings with
solid concrete barriers
to provide for both the
boys and girls. This
will save us at least $4
million by not requiring the construction of
a completely new dormitory. We believe it

Delegates were charged by President Mike Cauley to “ask the Holy Spirit to
open our eyes that God’s vision will be our vision, to help us understand His
voice and listen to his voice, and to help us to be agents for advancing the
kingdom of God in this place.”

is good stewardship to
save these funds while
meeting Florida Conference’s dormitory
needs, and we will be
prudent by including
appropriate physical
and visual barriers to
protect the students.
Appropriate security features will
be incorporated into
the new campus. We
will also make sure
that our landscaping presents an image that is consistent
with the quality
program we offer.
Sale of Land:
Income projections from the sale
of several parcels of
land surrounding the
campus are $22 to $26
million. The projected
expense of Master
Plan projects is $21.3
million, including a
20% endowment reserve for future major
upgrades and repairs.

Discussions Lead
To Motions Voted
After constructive discussion by
the delegates, their
input resulted in the
following motions:
Motion #1—Voted
to proceed with
the revised Master
Plan by utilizing
proceeds from the
sale or lease of the
property for renovations and new
construction.
Motion #2—Voted to
allow for a bridge
loan not to exceed
80% of the appraised value of the
30 acre parcel in
order to complete
construction before
closing on the sale
of the property.
With these motions
voted, the delegates
enabled Florida Conference to accomplish
the key objectives of
the Master Plan.

Closing Remarks
“These are difficult decisions to
make when we were
never intended to
be on this earth in
2006,” said Retzer in
his closing remarks.
“We never expected to
rebuild any academy
or church. Yet, the
Lord has said, ‘Occupy
until I come.’”

Marc Swearingen,
Plymouth-Sorrento
Company pastor/
Conference evangelist, raises his delegate
voter card to indicate his decision on a
proposed motion.
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The Day a Bank Manager Called
’ll never forget that day in the
late 1990s when I received
a call from a local bank manager. “I have one of your church
members in my office,” he began,
“and I believe you have an estate
services program that would be
of greater benefit to her than any
program our bank has to offer.”
An appointment was set to
meet with Gertrude Kantor at the
bank the following day. I carefully
explained to her the benefits of
placing her funds in the Southern
Union Revolving Fund (SURF)
and the interest she would receive.
Without hesitation, she asked the
bank manager to write a check to
the Florida Conference Association
in order to open an account.
As I thought about that meeting, it gave me chills to realize how
the Lord had impressed the banker
to do what he did. Because of his
kind gesture, I had the opportunity,
seven years later, to present an early
Christmas present to Florida Living
Church on December 17, 2005, in
the form of a $155,022 check.
Pastor Horace Walsh was
amazed when he opened the envelope and saw the amount of money
that had been willed to the Church.

Lee Bennett

I

“Trudy lived in a Jewish neighborhood in New York City when
she accepted the Advent message,” he explained. “Through
the years, she always gave faithfully to God’s work, yet, this final gift represents a life savings
we never imagined she had.”
Along with Pastor Walsh, I
thank God for the generosity of
Gertrude Kantor—and so many
like her—who, collectively, left
$1,255,987 in 2005 for God’s work
in Florida Conference.
Last year, our estate services
department staff had the privilege
of conducting planned giving seminars in many of our churches. Here,
we shared our goal to develop, in
members, the biblical concepts of
stewardship and life-planning. At
each meeting, we explained the
avenues of special gifts, trusts, annuities, and bequests, whereby individuals and families care for their
families and continue their wholehearted support to God’s work.
Would you like to learn more
about the benefits that convinced Gertrude to invest her
funds with the estate services
programs offered by Florida Conference? If so, please contact
us at (407) 644-5000 x251 or
estate.services@floridaconference.com

Pastor Horace Walsh, right, never imagined the
envelope presented by José LeGrand, Florida Conference estate services director, contained a gift
for $155,022 left by Gertrude Kantor.

Andrew Elliott

by José LeGrand

Florida Conference estate services department
staff anticipate another banner year in 2006,
assisting members with their life-planning needs.

Training Disciples In the Culture of Disciple-making
iscipleship and
evangelism
conventions were
conducted by Florida
Conference in January at Camp Kulaqua
(Spanish-language)
in High Springs and
Pine Lake Retreat
(English-language) in
Groveland. The Spanish group’s theme focused on Conquering
the World Through
Love (John 13:34),

(I Corinthians 12:7).

Both conventions studied how
congregations can
more closely follow
the biblical model for
church and how they
can reach communities for Christ through
love and service in
accordance with the
gifts of the Spirit.
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and the English delegates, representing
14 churches, concentrated on the theme,
Gifted by the Spirit
Polo Torres

by Abel Paulín

Idalberto Torres, Ft. Myers Spanish/Port Charlotte Spanish/Naples Spanish
Company district pastor, left, leads a Spanish-language training session at
Camp Kulaqua while Tim Nichols, central region Florida Conference ministerial field secretary, holds an English-language session at Pine Lake Retreat.

Delegates returned
home inspired and
more fully equipped

to reproduce themselves in the lives of
unbelievers who, in

turn, will lead others into a relationship with Jesus.

Florida Summer Camp Schedule

Keep it Real
—Traditional Camps—
May 29–June 4
June 4–11
June 11–18
June 18–25

Junior Camp I
Junior Camp II
Cub Camp
Teen Camp

Ages 10–12
Ages 10–12
Ages 8–10
Ages 12–14

—Specialty Camps—
May 20–June 4
May 20–June 4
June 4–11
June 11–18
June 11–18
June 18–25
June 25–July 2
July 9–14
July 16–23

Wheels
Horse I (intermediate)
Horse II (intermediate)
Horse III (beginner)
Basketball
Horse IV ( advanced)
Extreme Adventure
Extreme Water Sports
Extreme Cowboy

Ages 11–15
Ages 11–13
Ages 13–16
Ages 11–13
Ages 11–15
Ages 13–16
Ages 13–17
Ages 13–17
Ages 13–17

(386) 454-1351 • www.campkulaqua.com
Day Camps Around the Conference
This compilation
of day camp
schedules
is subject
to revision.
Please call the
camp near you
for specific
locations, fees,
and provided
services.

Apopka (G.O.A.L.)
June 5–July 28
(407) 644-5000 x129
Altamonte Springs
June 5–July 28
(407) 293-2971
Tampa Bay
June 5–July 28
(813) 933-7505

Hialeah/Miami Springs
June 5–July 28
(305) 888-3907
Little Havana/Miami
June 5–July 28
(305) 545-0300
North Miami-Dade
June 5–July 28
(305) 888-3907
Southwest Miami
June 5–July 28
(305) 223-2102

Coming Events
A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html
Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners,
outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, melody.west@ahss.org,
or (407) 292-1421.
Evangelism Series.
Apr. 7-22. Miami Springs. Marc & Sarah Swearingen.
Apr. 13-May 20. Cross City. Lester & Zula Pratt.
Apr. 22-29. Hialeah Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
May 13-20. Treasure Coast Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
May 27-June 3. Orlando Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955.
Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956.
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
or order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
Apr. 8: Port Charlotte. Apr. 9: North Port, Venice-Nokomis, Sarasota,
Bradenton, Tampa First. Apr. 22: Sunrise. Apr. 23: Ft. Lauderdale,
Lauderhill, Pompano Beach.
May 6: Naples. May 7: Ft. Myers, Ft. Myers Shores, Arcadia, Lakeland,
Lakeview in Haines City, Winter Haven. May 20: Jacksonville Southpoint. May 21: Orange Cove, St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast.
Estate Services Clinics and Seminars.
Apr. 8. Hollywood.		
May 6. Filipino-American.
Apr. 22. Ambassador.		
May 20. Ft. Pierce.
Apr. 29. Okeechobee.		
June 24. Tallahassee.

April–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Journey: Marriage Retreat with Ron & Nancy Rockey. Apr. 8-9.
Miami Temple Church. Apr. 15-16. Forest Lake Church. Apr. 29-30.
Tampa First Church. May 6-7. Jacksonville Southpoint Church.
Details: (407) 644-5000 x136.
Spanish-language Vacation Bible School/Sabbath School Workshops.
Apr. 16. Winter Park Spanish Church. Apr. 30. Hialeah Spanish Church.
Details: (407) 644-5000 x138.
Spanish-language Hope for Hurting Hearts. Apr. 28-30. Location to be
announced. Details: (407) 644-5000 x134.

May– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Spanish-language Youth Retreat. May 26-28. Camp Kulaqua, High
Springs. Details: (305) 888-3907.
Community Bible Conference: 112th Annual Florida Conference
Camp Meeting. May 26-June 3. Theme: Known By Your Love
(John 13:35). Forest Lake Academy, Apopka. Details: pages 6-7,
bulletin inserts and posters at Florida Conference churches or
http://www.floridaconference.com/campmeeting/

Honoring Our 2005 Retirees For Their
Years of Denominational Service
January James Albertson, Lewis Dininny,
Robert Schiebe
February Ruben Duany
March José Lopez
April Harold Pomeroy
July Jack Jansen, Roland McKenzie
August Oscar Krause, William Wolcott
October Enrique Boan
December Rafael Rodriguez, Lewis Hendershot
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ACS Area Disaster Coordinators Chosen

N

ewly chosen area
directors for
Adventist Community
Services (ACS) met
in February in Fort
Pierce to organize a
Conference-wide disaster evangelism program. Joel Honore and
Andre Van Heerden
were elected to be ACS
disaster coordinators.
Honore will coordinate disaster relief
with the area directors. Van Heerden will
supervise task force
and volunteer workers
in the Florida Keys.
Together, they are
working on a disaster
preparedness manual.
Area ACS Teams
Each director will
train the team members: mass distribution
director, director of
mass feeding, cook,
registrar, director
of volunteers, and
director of orientation and training.
Community Impact Day
Twice a year at two
different churches in
their area, the area
directors will host an

outreach day for the
community that will
include a mock disaster drill. After particpants are taught how
to prepare a hot meal
in one of the mobile
kitchens, the foodwill then be shared
with the community.
These disaster training
events will unite our
members in mission
as they reach out and
help those in need.

Disaster Evangelism Personnel
ACS Disaster Coordinator Joel Honore:
			 Disaster/Area Directors
ACS Disaster Coordinator Andre Van Heerden:
			 Taskforce/Volunteers
warehouse directors
Frank and Maxine Barton
warehouse Charles Lee
ACS Area Directors
Frank Bailey
Hiran Llanes: YES Team
			 (Youth Emergency Services)
florida keys Joe and Kathy Saladino
		 Ray Saladino
southwest florida
Harry and Rachel Selent
central florida Bill Simons
south florida
Clinton Thompson: South Florida
			 Adventist Community Relief
northwest florida
dade county

Disaster Plan
The local area
director and team
will be in charge of
response for the first
48 hours after a disaster. The other five
teams will follow into
the disaster area on
a rotation basis and
each stay for one week.
This will help prevent
staff burnout as well
as provide versatility
and people with experience and training.

area. ACTS’ role will
be to bring in food
for the initial three
days. Once the team
alerts Bass how many
people who live in
the affected area are
in need of food and
supplies, he will then
coordinate delivery of
the necessary items.

The Role of Adventist
Community Team
Services (ACTS)
ACTS, under the
direction of Dale Bass,
will be responsible for
keeping equipment
and supplies coming into the affected

Task Force Training
and Volunteerism
For Disaster Relief
Van Heerden
is working with
Southern Adventist
University and several other colleges to
send volunteer task

FLORIDA CONFERENCE
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P.O. Box 2626
Winter Park, FL 32790-2626
(407) 644-5000
Fax: (407) 644-7550
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David Canther

by David Canther,
Florida Conference
Community Services Director

The new area coordinators—all experienced
hurricane relief workers—met in Fort Pierce to
organize a state-wide disaster plan.

force students to the
Florida Keys in the
fall. They will spend
about a month on a

rotation basis working
with the churches in
community disaster
recovery projects.
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