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The
Florida

Family



 
by Mike Cauley, 
Florida ConFerenCe 
President

W e cel-
ebrate 

you! We celebrate the lives of 
each of the 56,360 members who 
are a part of the multi-faceted 
Florida Conference Family!

the family is what the Church 
is all about. if the Church is any-
thing, it’s about being a family. 
it’s a place of safety. it’s a haven. 
it’s a place where people can grow 
and mature, and it’s a place where 
people are given the opportunity 
to be not only birthed but nur-
tured to maturity. the church is 
more about family than almost 
anything else.

God has and is continuing to 
do great things through our Flori-
da Family of believers. included in 
the following pages, there are sto-
ries of witnessing, personal jour-
neys, sharing, and worshiping that 
will inspire and encourage you:

WiTnessing
What started out as an invita-

tion to “eat and listen” has be-
come a gathering for teens who 
meet each week in the home of 
tania and José anderson.

 Personal Journey
“a Cupbearer in God’s Plan” 

has become the theme of Chaplain 
lynda lynch’s life. you will be 
blessed as you travel the journey 
in her own words.

sharing
read about Michael Pierre, a 

young man employed by Florida 
Hospital altamonte who helps  
patients with their personal  
needs on his lunch hour.

WorshiPing
all over Florida, people are 

coming together with many dif-
ferent gifts to serve and be about 
the gospel commission of mak-
ing disciples. be inspired as you 
read of worship opportunities for 
young adults in Godencounters, 
for women at women’s ministries 
events, and for everyone in 24/7 
prayer rooms.

the differences in background 
and experiences of each individu-
al member brings a rich diversity 
to the local church family and 
ultimately to the entire Florida 
Conference Family. 

thank you for being a 
part of this Family! 

Vol. 22, No. 3

July–August–september 2006

Florida Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists
655 north Wymore road

Winter Park, Fl 32789-1715
Phone: (407) 644-5000

Fax: (407) 644-7550
www.floridaconference.com

PresidenT

Mike Cauley

Treasurer

thomas Verrill

ediTorial sTaFF

Martin butler
Editor

lee bennett
Desktop Publishing

Gladys neigel
Editorial Assistant

FLORIDA
FOCUS

FLORIDA
FOCUS

We

You!

CoVer: PiCtured are only a HandFul oF tHe diVerse 
FaCes tHat Make uP tHe Florida FaMily. PHotos by Walter 
Maier, Mabel Maier, brendan WHite, & lee bennett.

Cele
brate

by tania anderson

“Go talk to them,” 
i heard a voice 

say as i was about to 
enter my house in Port 
st. lucie, Florida.

“What! to who?” i 
asked myself, but deep 
inside i knew who the 
Holy spirit meant.

 i hesitated and again 
the voice said, “Go talk 
to them.”

i said to myself, 
“What do i say?”

“Go talk to them,” 
said the voice.

i crossed the street 
and walked two 
houses down until i 
reached a group of 
seven young people 
who were standing 
around smoking, talk-
ing, and watching me 
as i approached them.

With my heart 
pounding, i said, “if i 
do a cool prayer meet-
ing every thursday at 
my house, would you 

come?” they laughed 
in my face, and i said, 
“Wait, wait, okay. if i 
cook a full homemade 
dinner for you every 
thursday, would you 
guys come and listen 
to what i have to say 
for 15 minutes?”

the mention of 
food caught their at-
tention. “Why would 
you do that for us?” 
asked one of the girls.

“because i care 
about you,” i said.

the next thursday 
night came quickly, and 
everything was in readi-
ness. seven-thirty came 
and went, 7:45 came 
and went, and still no 
one came. i had spent 
money, cooked a lot of 
food, and now, no one 
showed up. i was upset 
with God and cried out, 
“you told me to do this. 
Why are they not here?” 
as i finished praying 
about 8 p.m., i heard a 
knock on the door and 

Teenagers who live in Tania and José Anderson’s neigh-
borhood are invited to their home every Thursday  
evening where they receive physical and spiritual food.

home-cooked meals   reach 
hearTs oF Teenagers
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nine nervous young peo-
ple joined their equally 
nervous hostess.

time has passed, and 
recently we had our 20th 
weekly meeting. i con-
tinue cooking, and they 
continue coming. i show 
dVds, invite guest speak-
ers, have discussions, 
hold bible studies, and 
do whatever the lord im-
presses me to do.

the kids, mostly from 
middle class families,  
are between age 16 and 
20. Most of them have 
been through the divorce 
of their parents. Most of 
them smoke and drink, 
and some use drugs. yet,  
i have learned to love 
these kids. a few of them 
even call me Mom.

i am very happy to say 
that a few of the kids are 
back in school and/or 
working. some have also 
stopped using drugs.

Jesus is the one doing a 
special work in their lives 
and their hearts. i am just 
a messenger who respond-
ed to His call and said, 
“yes, lord, here i am.” 

home-cooked meals   reach 
hearTs oF Teenagers
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a hearT For oThers  
sTill BeaTs aT age 100

u “I love to sew for others in 
my spare time. Of course, I only 
have spare time these days.”

v Sari Clark’s students from 
Bright Horizons Christian 
Academy, Groveland, often stop 
to visit Mrs. Gill at her home.

w Margaret loves to study 
the Bible in preparation for the 
Sabbath school class she teach-
es at the Clermont Church.
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“I enjoyed teaching in Africa at Malamulo Secondary School in 
Zimbabwe and Solusi Adventist Secondary School in Malawi.”

u

v
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by sari Clark

T he first time i sat in  
Margaret (benedict) 

Gill’s living room, i knew 
she had something i wanted 
even as a young church school 
teacher. it wasn’t just that she 
had taught for 50 years, was 
a missionary in africa for 15 
years, was married for the first 
time at age 50, took her last 
teaching job at age 77, drove 
to Michigan each fall until she 
was 91, is a remarkable cook, 
and still teaches a sabbath 
school class in the Clermont 
Church where she faithfully 
attends. it is her heart for oth-
ers that i admired—the same 

heart that, as a child, gave her 
medical problems. yet, it is 
still beating today at age 100.

Wherever she goes—the 
grocery store, the post office, 
the bank—people are always 
glad to see Margaret. known 
on a first name basis, they  
often ask, “to what do you  
attribute your strength and 
mental health for all these 
years?” she tells them that she 
has been a vegetarian since 
the age of 19 and that read-
ing her bible has also helped.

Mrs. Gill is a happy per-
son with a great sense of hu-
mor. she does not spend her 
days thinking about herself 
or complaining about her 
aches and pains. she is too 
busy counting her blessings 
and is always full of posi-
tive thoughts and words for 
others. this centenarian 
who celebrated her birth-
day august 11 still worries 
about others, writes let-
ters of encouragement, and 
wishes she could do more.

she has spent a lifetime 
trusting in God, knowing that 
He loves her. she has value 
because she is God’s child. she 
believes God will provide for 
her because He always has. 

“You always have such a sweet, 

happy spirit and have God in your 

heart. You are so nice and want us 

to love God and go to heaven.” 

—Bright Horizons Christian School Students

July–auGust–sePteMber 2006 • Florida FoCus • PaGe 3



by linda lynCH

E very day in God’s 
hospital, which is 

a church, the revela-
tion of His plan for 
me is astounding. His 
purpose for me is to 
be His cupbearer—to 
carry a sip of spiritual 
water from Him to 
souls that need to be 
refreshed. every day i 
see God’s plan, but it 
wasn’t always easy for 
me to see that way.

as a little girl, i 
wanted to be a doc-
tor. i was a sickly child 
and often had to be in 
the hospital. i loved 
the smells, the doc-
tors, and the nurses. i 
didn’t know i was sick. 
i just knew that, in the 
hospital, i got to be 
alone with my mother 
or my father instead of 
sharing them with my 
five siblings.

i began to believe 
that i could be a doc-
tor, but when i got to 
college and took that 
first chemistry class, 
my dream took wings.

i also wanted to 
attend an adventist 
school, but my par-
ents were children of 
the depression. their 
mentality was, “if you 
cannot pay for it first, 
you cannot have it.” 
i was certain i would 
go to an adventist col-
lege. then a full schol-
arship to Wisconsin’s 
oldest college was giv-
en to me. the campus 
was close enough that 
i could go home on 
the weekends to attend 
my own church.

When i began grad-
uate school at Colum-
bia university in new 
york City, i had to find 

a church. i expected 
my first visit to be per-
fect like the [Junior] 
Guide stories, but no 
one greeted me. no 
one sat with me. they 
did give me the hym-
nal when it was time 
to sing, and they did 
smile, and they were 
not unkind. they were 
just busy. i believe 
the lord wanted to 
teach me to “take the 
initiative, introduce 
yourself to people, 
and step out for Me.”

after graduate 
school, i moved to 
Washington, d.C., 
married, and was or-
dained in my church 
as an elder. there  
were not many female  
elders at the time, and 
i really did not want 
the position. i shud-
dered to think of the 

awesomeness of the 
responsibility i had 
accepted, but i was 
buoyed when remind-
ed that i did not bear 
the burden alone.

When my husband 
finished medical 
school, we moved to 
orlando. i was mar-
ried to a doctor so, in 
one sense, i felt like, 
“Well, i’m not a doc-
tor, but, okay, i know 
i’m learning the lan-
guage.” twenty-four 
years later, that story 
would end.

through the years, 
when i worked outside 
the home, i had served 
in higher education 
as a college and uni-
versity counselor. i 
loved it because i loved 
people, but my desire 
was to be able to speak 
God’s name freely. 

after being home for 
10 years raising my 
two children, i begged 
the lord for a job. “i 
will not give you a 
job,” the lord said. 
“From henceforth, i 
will give you a work.”

the lord took all 
the broken pieces 
of my life and used 
them as a foundation 
in both my daily life 
and work as i’ve met 
people who are in 
sorrow, people whose 
dreams are shattered, 
and people who are at 
their wits’ end. Christ 
has given me a small 
treasure box contain-
ing the strands of my 
life—some golden, 
some scarlet, and some 
black. He says, “you 
hold these. they are 
all precious. i’m mak-
ing something from 
these strands that will 
last for eternity and, 
even in the process, 
while making some-
thing that can help 
other people, i’m  
remaking you.” 

a cuPBearer in god’s Plan

Linda Lynch prays with a Florida Hospital team member before going out on 
the floor to carry out God’s plan for her day.
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“I will not give you a job… 
From henceforth,  

I will give you a work.”
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by beVerly krause

M ichael Pierre 
was doing well 

in his life. He had 
a good job, making 
good money. He had 
a girlfriend. He had a 
souped-up car.

Michael, a graduate 
of Forest lake acad-
emy, was attending 
Florida Hospital Col-
lege with intentions 
of going into the ra-

diology program. He 
and his brother, nate, 
moved into an apart-
ment. together, they 
joined a car club.  
life was good.

then, on a cold 
February morning, 
Michael took nate 
to the department 
of Motor Vehicles. 
as Michael and his 
other brother, adrien, 
waited in the car, they 
were listening to music 

on the radio. the last 
thing Michael remem-
bers is reaching for the 
radio knob and then 
waking up lying on a 
stretcher in an ambu-
lance. this was the be-
ginning of more than 
40 epileptic seizures.

Michael lost his job 
and his girlfriend, and 
he had to drop out 
of college. not being 
able to drive was like 
a death sentence for 

him. When his car was 
stolen, he gave up on 
God. Fortunately, God 
did not give up on Mi-
chael. instead, He sent 
two of Michael’s clos-
est friends, Cesar ri-
vera and Chris rafey, 
to help bring him back 
to the lord.

on May 5, 2006, 
Michael rededicated 
his life to his lord and 
was rebaptized at the 
Forest lake Church. 
He has gone back to 
college and is studying 
to be an english teach-
er. in the meantime, 
he has found a job at 
Florida Hospital al-
tamonte in the health 
information manage-
ment department.

“God has blessed 
me with understand-
ing people,” says Mi-
chael when he talks 
about his coworkers. 
they, in turn, have 
only kind things to  
say about Michael. 
“Michael is our heav-
en-sent guardian an-
gel, always sensing  
our needs,” says Juli-
ana lopez-acevedo.

recently, Michael 
came across an up-
set patient who was 
having difficulty get-
ting into the hospital 
chapel. He found a 
wheelchair for her, 
took her into the cha-

pel, and sat with her 
while she confided in 
him. Michael prayed 
for her, and then took 
her to the gift shop to 
make a purchase. He 
ended up shopping for 
her since the wheel-
chair did not fit in the 
shop. He then took the 
lady to her car. “this 
was all done dur-
ing his lunch hour,” 
says fellow employee, 
susan ramirez.

Thank you, Lord  
Jesus, for Michael 
Pierre. He will do great 
things with his life as 
we’ve already seen. He 
is a remarkable Chris-
tian young man.

He has kept his faith 
strong through many 
adversities—even the 
recent loss of a place 
to live. He senses 
that You, dear Jesus, 
walk beside him.

Michael has been 
such an inspiration, 
and knowing him, I 
have learned, once 
again, to never give 
up in any situation 
because “God is our 
refuge and strength, 
a very present help in 
trouble.” Michael is a 
very present example 
of that and through 
your power, dear God, 
he will continue to do 
positive things with his 
life. Amen. 

a guardian angel among us

Michael Pierre is a spiritual ambassador in the Florida Hospital Altamonte 
health information management department where he works with the au-
thor’s daughter, Susan Ramirez. Spiritual ambassadors look for quiet ways 
to keep morale up in a department and provide spiritual encouragement.
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Florida hosPiTal alTamonTe
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by raQuel santillana

I was in the hospital 
holding my new-

born baby girl. after 
the first moments of 
awe and joy in seeing 
her, panic struck my 
heart. as tears rolled 
down my cheeks, i 
said, “baby, what will 
it be like for you to 
grow up in Commu-
nist Cuba? What will it 
be like for you to face 
this cruel world, the 
atheism, and every-
thing else that you’re 
going to face?”

Very close to her ear 
i started repeating the 
Word of God. every 
day, i would whisper 
one promise to her. 
it thrilled my heart 
when the first word 
my baby girl uttered 
was “Jesus.”

she grew up memo-
rizing one bible verse a 
day in addition to her 
sabbath school mem-
ory verse. she started 
reading at a very 
young age and asked, 
“When can i start 
reading the bible?” 
i marked some texts 
in each chapter of the 
bible so she could read 
her bible through.

When lena was 
five, the police came 
to our home and said, 
“if you don’t send your 
daughter to school, we 
will take her because 
you are neglecting her 
political education.” 
i was afraid. Praying 
and surrounding her 
with promises from 
the Word of God, i 
sent lena to school.

the day came when 
she was expected to 

join the Pioneer Move-
ment, which is the 
beginning of Commu-
nist training in school. 
lena said, “i’m not go-
ing to join.

“Why not?” asked 
her teacher.

“because i don’t 
want to be one,” 
lena said. “i want 
to be like Jesus.”

one day, lena was 
asked to get the princi-
pal because the teacher 
had a problem with 
some kids in the class-
room. When she went 
to the office, she found 
not only the principal 
and vice principal, 
but also two police 
officers. after lena 
relayed her teacher’s 
request, the principal 
asked the police of-
ficers, “Will you come 
with me and give these 
kids a good scare?”

lena returned to 
her seat in the class-
room, and the prin-
cipal started telling 
the kids, “you need to 

behave. you are now 
Pioneers, and Pioneers 
are the best-behaved 
children in the world.”

one little boy in the 
front row said, “you 
are lying!”

“How can you call 
me a liar?” asked 
the principal.

“because lena is 
the best-behaved child 
in this classroom, and 
she is not a Pioneer! 
she’s a Christian!”

as the principal 
called lena up front, 
she was repeating the 
promise, “you will be 
called before kings 
and principalities, 
but i’ll put the words 
in your mouth.”

the principal kept 
trying to force her—
even physically shak-
ing her—to confess 
that her parents were 
the ones telling her not 
to be a Pioneer. this 
would have meant 
that we were neglect-
ing her education and 
she would have been 

taken from us. lena 
continued to say, “it 
is my decision. i don’t 
want to be one.”

Finally, the princi-
pal changed her tactics 
and said, “lena, do 
you remember your 
drawing that won first 
prize here in the prov-
ince and then went on 
to the national compe-
tition? Well, i just re-
ceived notice that you 
have won first place in 
the national contest. 
you know, if you’re not 
a Pioneer, you won’t 
get your prize of going 
to the soviet union for 
a full month.”

lena answered, 
“the only prize i 
want is the crown that 
the lord is holding 
for me if i’m faith-
ful—not only for me, 
but even for you if 
you believe in Jesus.”

later, my little girl 
would tell me, “Mom-
ma, i opened my 
mouth and the words 
just came out.” 

Five-year-old Tells communisT leaders,
“i WanT To Be like Jesus”

“I treasure this picture of Lena [left] because it was the only one from 
her childhood that I was able to bring with me from Cuba,” says Raquel 
Santillana. “It was taken three months after the incident at school.”  
Pictured right, Lena with her dad, Hugo, a retired pastor, and her mother, 
Raquel, human resources assistant at Florida Conference. Raquel also  
volunteers as a chaplain at Florida Hospital.
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by HuMberto GarCia

I had begun to see 
a big change at 

home. the clothes my 
wife wore, the food 
she prepared, even the 
music she listened to 
was not the same. she 
stopped working on 
saturdays and was al-
ways cheerful. My de-
vout Catholic wife had 
accepted the seventh-
day adventist message 
and was baptized! i 
was angry and disap-
pointed with her.

For many days, i 
wouldn’t talk to her. i 
didn’t want our chil-
dren to learn about 
her new beliefs. i firm-
ly trusted man’s ability 
to change the world 
and make it perfect. i 
had no room for reli-
gion, as i belonged to 
the Communist party 
and was committed to 
the revolution.

one day, i was 
ordered by the Cu-
ban government to 
undergo military 
training. Visitors were 
typically not allowed 
at the camp, yet my 

wife risked her life and 
braved the elements, 
the hostile terrain, and 
the menacing authori-
ties to visit me for one 
hour. When she ar-
rived, i was sick with 
pneumonia and had 
been denied medical 
treatment. My wife 
prayed for me and 
talked about the lord 
and His promises. she 
left with the convic-
tion that Jesus would 
soon bring me home.

two days later, i 
was allowed to go 
home and see a doctor. 
by this time, i realized 
that Communism was 
a myth. My wife would 
read isaiah 64:6, “We 
are all infected and 
impure with sin,” then 
she added, “How can 
ungodly men show 
justice?” i knew she 
was right, yet i was 
disappointed and sad. 
she encouraged me by 
reading Jesus’ sermon 
on the Mount. the 
words caused me to 
burst into tears and  
we wept together.

With my eyes 
opened to the truth, i 

was soon baptized. My 
superiors reprimanded 
me and tried to bribe 
me with the promise 
of advantages.

i was accused of 
being a traitor, and 
my unspotted 20-year 
career as an educator 
was disregarded. i was 
arrested and tried. 
Given my last oppor-
tunity to recant or face 
severe consequences— 
even execution—i 
stood up and stated, 
“Jesus said, ‘i am the 
resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth 
in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he 
live.’” John 11:25.

under threat of 
death, i escaped to a 
safe place. My wife was 
fired from her teach-
ing position, and seven 
years of unbelievable 
suffering followed for 
our family.

Finally, we were 
allowed to emigrate 
from Cuba to spain. 
three years later, we 
moved to los angeles, 
California, where we 
studied to obtain our 
teaching credentials. 

We taught in the Glen-
dale unified school 
system for 20 years 
where my wife won the 
prestigious educator 
of the year Medallion 
award from the los 
angeles County board 
of education.

More than 21 years 
ago, we joined Faith 
adventures, a special 
ministry for children 
worldwide. We trans-
lated Through the Bible 
In 156 Stories and the 
resource books, Gently 
Lead Them, into span-
ish. the books have 
helped thousands of 
children in Central 
and south america 
learn about Jesus.

in 1995, we moved 
to central Florida and 
joined the Forest lake 
Church in apopka. 
every day, i claim the 
promise in romans 
8:31, “if God is for us, 
who can be against 
us?” i thank God for 
the freedom to wor-
ship in this country 
and for a praying wife 
who was patient and 
loving, and never gave 
up on me. 

communisT revoluTion  
To chrisTian revelaTion

The Garcia children 
were not allowed an 
education in Cuba after 
the family became  
Adventists. In the Unit-
ed States, all four gradu-
ated from college—the 
sons from Loma Linda 
University with honors. 
Today, three of them 
work in the health care 
industry and one in 
real estate. Top, from 
left: Elina, Humberto, 
and Margarita. Bot-
tom, from left: Walter, 
Caridad, and Roy.
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by lynell laMountain

Our lungs crave 
air. our soul 

craves God. We ache 
for an encounter with 
Him. do you know 
what it feels like to 
yearn for, to long for, 
to covet God?

i had been asked 
to teach a seminar on 
prayer at Camp ku-
laqua in High springs 
for a Godencounters 
retreat. although i 
had taught on this 
subject many times, 
i didn’t know what 
to expect from this 
Godencounters thing. 

Friday night began 
with a preface by allan 
Martin, curriculum 
coach, “if you’ve come 
here to be entertained, 
you’ve come to the 
wrong place. We’re not 
offering you a showy, 
religious program. 
We’re here to encoun-
ter God because we’re 
dissatisfied with what 
was good enough be-
fore. We want to live 
in His presence 24/7.”

 as the reality of 
the statement settled 
into people’s minds, 
there was a chorus of 
unsolicited “amens” 
and applause. Worship 

began and hundreds 
of young adults shook 
God’s house with their 
breaths of praise.

Worship contin-
ued into the night 
in various prayer 
rooms, including the 
a-frame chapel that 
was transformed into 
a living prayer sanctu-
ary with 10 interactive 
prayer stations guid-
ing visitors into their 
holy encounter with 
the Father. tea lights 
and scented candles 
flickered throughout 
the room as soft music 
added to the warm 
ambiance. the first 
thing i saw was a sign 
that beckoned, “take 
off your shoes because 
you are standing on 
holy ground.” so i did.

Hallelujah! i 
didn’t want to leave. 
i yearned to remain. 
i coveted it, because 
the breath of God was 
reviving my soul. My 
soul was not alone; 
others were being re-
vived, too.

etchings created 
by participants cov-
ered the Prayer room 
walls. using crayons, 
markers, and pens, 
they wrote what was 
on their hearts:

“i offer my life 
to you. take con-
trol of it and lead 
me to you. let my 
vision be Jesus.”

“dear God, i’m 
sorry for leaving you. 
i miss your presence 
and i want to be with 
you, and you with 
me. Please be present 
again in my life. i’m 
coming back to you. 
Help me. your child.”

Praise music fa-
cilitated worship 
that endorsed our 
royal relationship 
with God as His 
sons and daughters. 
Practical seminars, 
creative communion, 
and anointing ser-
vices refreshed our 
practice of being in 
His presence. sim-
ply being with more 
than 270 other young 
adult Godfollowers 
through the week-
end—at praise, at play, 
at prayer, at peace—
was CPr for the soul.

“i finally accepted 
Jesus personally,” 
rebecca sarah ali of 
Miami said. “i learned 
that God is my dad. i 
can actually develop 
a relationship full of 
truth with Him—no 
secrets—and He will 

literally forgive me 
and hold nothing 
against me!”

to ache for God’s 
presence, to desire 
His embrace 24/7, 

to fall into the arms 
of grace when your 
soul is too weary to 
stand, and to live like 
His child—this is 
Godencounters. 

Revived By the BReath of God

Sea of Glass and OneAccord musicians join in worship at the GODencounters Retreat, ministering to the more than 270 attendees.

Young adults from across Florida and beyond 
gathered to worship at the 2005 GODencounters 
Retreat, focusing on UNSTOPPABLE 24/7 Prayer.

SaCRed SPaCe
2006 godencounTers reTreaT

 Date: November 3–�
 Speaker: matthew gamble
 praiSe/WorShip: david olivencia &
  michelle touchstone
 place: camp Kulaqua
 coSt: $40–$100 depending
  on accommodations
 regiStratioN: (407) 644-�000 x129

www.godencounters.org
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by niCki Carleton

Y esterday, i was 
in a Prayer 

room for five hours 
straight. and no, i 
definitely did not want 
to leave. i was having 

too much fun. in addi-
tion, it was extremely 
relaxing. it felt as if i 
had just escaped from 
a turbulent, stormy 
world and was now 
stranded on a beauti-
ful island oasis!

this extravagantly 
decorated 24/7 Prayer 
room with interactive 
stations was set up by 
the students of Forest 
lake academy where 
192 hours of continu-
ous prayer were sched-
uled. What a concept! 
the main question: 
would people be com-
ing out to pray at three 
in the morning?

Creating 24/7 
Prayer rooms is now 
my full time ministry. 
a dream come true 
for me, an australian 
world traveler who had 
always desired deep 
down inside to be used 
by God in ministry. 
God has taken me on 
such an amazing ad-
venture to get me here 
to Florida. i am con-
stantly amazed by His 
provision and leading 
and wonder what to-
morrow will hold.

My vision for the 
Prayer rooms are to 
draw people closer to 
Jesus, to help disciple 
and bring healing, re-
vealing the deep love 
of God which brings 
transformation into 
people’s lives. i believe 
i have been called by 
God to establish these 
“new millennium 

tabernacles” and teach 
people how to enjoy 
continuous prayer and 
an intimate relation-
ship with God.

i take my call from 
God seriously, living 
by faith and operating 
prayer rooms, lead-
ing creative worship 
experiences, speaking 
and teaching about 
emergent worship, and 
how we can change the 
culture of prayer in 
our churches so that 
prayer meetings are 
powerful, enjoyable, 
and essential.

at the 2006 Florida 
Prayer Conference, 
i enjoyed teaching 
a workshop on how 
to create 24/7 Prayer 
rooms. at the an-
nual Godencounters 
retreats held at Camp 
kulaqua, we create 
beautiful prayer rooms 
and also teach work-
shops on how to create 
a passion for prayer in 
our lives. the north 
american division has 
also asked me to teach 
workshops at the 2007 
Just Claim it World 
youth Prayer Confer-
ence in dallas, texas, 
and help coordinate 
prayer experiences. 
God is continuing to 

teach me and lead me 
in every step.

Florida Hospital, 
in its commitment 
to prayer ministries, 
recently conducted 
several weeks of con-
tinuous prayer in the 
beautifully trans-
formed chapel for 
hundreds of people. 
Journal entries were 
touching examples of 
the impact that the 
House of Prayer made 
on the lives of many 
patients and employ-
ees, finding healing 
and peace.

i believe it is time to 
provide an open door 
for the next genera-
tion to rise up in pas-
sionate and persistent 
prayer with humility 
and faith, believing 
that God is ready to 
pour out His spirit in 
revival to change lives, 
families, communities, 
and nations.

and yes, young 
people do come out at 
three in the morning. 
in fact, these time slots 
are the first to fill up!

If you feel that God 
has impressed you 
to be involved in this 
revolutionary new min-
istry, contact Nicki at 
rejuve2002@yahoo.com 

Phenomenon: 24/7 Prayer Rooms
Nicki Carleton volunteers to redecorate hospital chapels in Florida, creating places of tranquility and healing.
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U pcoming Prayer Experiences
House of Prayer and Healing

Florida Hospital orlando Chapel
october 12–29, 2006

www.mysignup.com/hop

Just Claim It
north american division

World youth Prayer Conference
dallas, texas

February 28–March 4, 2007
www.justclaimit.org

Forest Lake Academy
apopka

24/7 Prayer room returning soon
www.forestlakeacademy.org

Worldwide Prayer Movement
www.24-7prayer.com
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vice PresidenT For 
insTiTuTional ProPerTies 
& associaTe Treasurer

Glenn Carter was voted  
association vice president for 
institutional properties and as a 

Conference associate treasurer by the executive 
Committee april 29, 2004.

He previously served two years as associ-
ate treasurer at atlantic union Conference 
in south lancaster, Massachusetts, then four 
years as assistant professor of accounting and 
finance at andrews university in berrien 
springs, Michigan.

Carter replaces randee reynolds who is  
now in private business in Winter Park.

associaTe Treasurer

Andrew Elliott was voted  
as an associate treasurer by the  
executive Committee decem-
ber 5, 2005.

He previously served the 
northern California Conference in Pleasant 
Hill for five years as an accountant.

elliott replaces donna (roberts) Janzen who 
is now senior trust accountant at the loma 
linda university Foundation in California.

direcTor oF human 
resources & assisTanT To 
The execuTive secreTary

John Trimarchi was voted hu-
man resources director and as-
sistant to the executive secretary 

by the executive Committee March 19, 2006.
He previously served 15 years in adventist 

risk Management, silver spring, Maryland, 
including five years as executive secretary. He 
then served 14 years as General Conference  
associate human resources director.

trimarchi replaces Carolyn Forrest who is 
now associate secretary at north american  
division in silver spring, Maryland.

adminisTraTive  
suPerinTendenT oF educaTion

Arne Nielsen was voted  
administrative superintendent 
for the Conference office of 
education by the executive 

Committee May 23, 2006.
He previously served seven years in east-

Central africa division as principal and busi-
ness manager of Maxwell adventist academy 
in kenya, then three years as superintendent of 
schools at idaho Conference in boise.

nielsen replaces randall Fox who served as 
interim superintendent after richard smith 
moved to bermuda in 2005 to work for the 
bermuda Hospitals board.

Florida advenTisT Book cenTer 
(aBc) general manager

Pablo Ayala Jr. was voted 
Florida abC general manager 
by the executive Committee 
august 7, 2006.

He previously served nearly nine years as 
Miami abC branch manager until June 2002 
when he transferred to manage the iowa- 
Missouri Conference abC. since august 2005, 
he has served as senior accountant at life Care 
Centers of america in Cleveland, tennessee.

ayala replaces Gerald bond who remains at 
the abC to manage finances.

Florida living reTiremenT 
cenTer adminisTraTor

Nancy Pleasants was voted 
Florida living retirement Cen-
ter administrator by the execu-
tive Committee august 7, 2006.

she previously served as administrator of 
Florida Hospital Home infusion nursing ser-
vices and then as administrator of lifeCare 
solutions, inc., a home care agency.

Pleasants replaces sharon Mckeever who 
has retired.

sTaFF changes
voTed By The conFerence execuTive commiTTee, lisTed chronologically By daTe voTed

The following staff changes are not added positions. Each fills vacancies of previous  
Conference office positions.

by liz Montanez

Four hundred women 
from more than 

20 churches attended 
the gulf area Women of 
spirit day at tampa First 
Church. the theme for 
the day of praise and fel-
lowship was Women after 
God’s own Heart.

Vicky Coe, Ph.d., 
professor of education at 
the university of south 

Women consider 
god’s calling

Monica Brown attended the 
meetings with her mother, 
Dorothea Williams.

by CiCely Poleon

T he Pine Hills Church 
in orlando hosted a 

women’s ministries ser-
vice May 13 where they 
were encouraged to step 
into God’s calling for 
their lives. Guest speaker 
Josie oates, an altamonte 
springs Church elder, 
shared thoughts about the 
Woman at the Well.

this event provided an 
opportunity for women 
to worship, pray, and fel-
lowship together. a red 
pin that symbolized the 
blood of Jesus Christ 
was presented to each 
woman in attendance. 

camP meeTing evangelism oFFering uPdaTe

In the previous issue of Florida Focus, we reported that your contributions for the Camp 
Meeting evangelism offering were $58,618.14. As of September 1, contributions totaled 

$69,232.81. We continue to pray that the $100,000 goal will be reached. Thank you for 
using the special Camp Meeting Evangelism Offering envelope or marking your church 
offering envelopes for the Florida Camp Meeting Evangelism Offering. 
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A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html

Coming Events

ONGOING EVENTS ––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners, 

outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, melody.west@ahss.org,  
or (407) 292-1421.

Estate Services Clinics and Seminars.
Oct. 8. Plantation.  Dec. 2. Cocoa.
Oct. 21. Royal Palm.  Dec. 9. Titusville.
Oct. 28. Sunrise.  Dec. 20. Orlando Spanish.
Evangelism Series.
Oct. 12-Nov. 18. West Palm Beach. Lester & Zula Pratt.
Oct. 13-Nov. 8. Walker Memorial. Marc & Sarah Swearingen.
Oct. 14-28. Margate Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Nov. 11-18. Tallahassee Spanish. Rolando & Rebeca de los Ríos.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955.  

Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956.  
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/  
or order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
Oct. 14: Tallahassee. Oct. 15: Perry, Lake City, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores, 

Belleview, Inverness. Oct. 28: Sunrise. Oct. 29: Plantation, Lauderhill.
Nov. 11: St. Petersburg. Nov. 12: Clearwater, New Port Richey, Spring 

Hill, Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant City. Nov. 18: Port 
Charlotte. Nov. 19: North Port, Venice-Nokomis, Sarasota, West Coast 
Christian Academy in Bradenton, Brandon, Tampa First.

Dec. 9: West Palm Beach. Dec. 10: Jupiter, Ft. Pierce, Cocoa, Titusville. 
Dec. 16: Maranatha in Miami. Dec. 17: Ft. Lauderdale, Lauderhill, 
Pompano Beach.

OCTOBER ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Florida Conference 68th Regular Constituence Session. Oct. 1. Forest 

Lake Academy gymnasium, Apopka. Details: (407) 644-5000 x164.
Florida Prison Ministries Workshop. Oct. 7. New Hope Church,  

545 E. Campus Circle, Ft. Lauderdale. 11 a.m. worship and 1:30 p.m. 
workshop conducted by Robert Fergusen, Florida prison ministries 
area coordinator. Details: fbartonsr@yahoo.com, (352) 728-1229, or 
(352) 408-1844.

High School Retreat. Oct. 12-15. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Guest 
speaker: Willie Ramos. Cost: $100. Details: (407) 644-5000 x129.

NOVEMBER –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
College/Young Adult Retreat. Nov. 3-5. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. 

Details: (407) 644-5000 x129.

FEBRUARY 2007 –––––––––––––––––––––––––
Women’s Ministries Retreats. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Theme: 

Becoming the Beloved. Cost: $110-140 depending on accommoda-
tions. Details: sheryal.vandenberghe@floridaconference.com or 
(407) 644-5000 x134.

Feb. 2-4. English-language. Guest speaker: Derek Morris.
Feb. 9-11. English-language. Guest speaker: Raquel Santillana.
Feb. 16-18. Spanish-language. Guest speaker: Raquel Santillana.
Feb. 23-25. English-language. Guest speaker: Derek Morris.

Florida and a member 
of the Mount dora 
Church, presented a 
powerful message about 
being a woman of God. 
using the story of the 
shunammite woman in 
ii kings 4, Coe defined 
a woman of God as:
• a woman who knows 

who she is in Christ
• a woman of faith
• a desperate woman 

for God’s presence

• a woman who 
abides in God and 
in His word

• a woman who 
is not moved by 
evil reports

• a woman who pur-
sues God and desires 
to be with Him

several afternoon 
seminars were offered: 
love languages of God, 
Worship through Mu-

sic, How to deal With 
Hurt and anger, touch 
of Porcelain, Prayer 
and devotion through 
scrapbooking, and 
Worship through  
Jewish dancing.

the day served as a 
reminder that the pri-
mary purpose of our 
lives is to be in commu-
nion with God. if we 
pursue the blesser, the 
blessings will follow. 

gulF area churches 
ParTiciPaTe in 
Women oF sPiriT day
Attendees enjoyed afternoon seminars  
emphasizing worship and devotional ideas.

by betty kossiCk

C onnie karr, who is 
in her octogenar-

ian years, has “retired” 
after 18 years as church 
clerk for the east Pasco 
Church in zephyrhills. 

at a recent worship 
service, karr accepted a 
plaque from senior Pas-
tor art stagg, recogniz-
ing her years of service. 
she was also presented 
with a dozen roses from 
an appreciative congre-
gation. stagg acknowl-
edged the importance 
of a church clerk’s work 

in keeping church re-
cords current, and he 
praised karr for her 
years of faithfulness.

after more than 60 
years of volunteering, 
karr says, “if you’re 
going to belong to a 
church, you need to be 
an involved member. 
What i do, i do for the 
lord, not for personal 
recognition. i’ve held 
every church office 
from teaching in the 
children’s division for 
40 years to serving as 
elder, and i’ll continue 
volunteering.” 
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volunTeer honored For service

Connie Karr has given 
60 years of service to  
volunteer church work.
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We conTacTed esTaTe services ouT oF love For our Family…
My husband, Brent, and I discussed wills, trusts, and financial issues with our 
Conference estate services department even before our three children were born. 

Life was bright and rosy. Then, at age 43, Brent died from a brain  
tumor. Our family members were so grateful we made financial  

and legal preparations so that in the midst of crisis, we didn’t have 
to make those decisions. Even today, there are times I wonder, 
“how am I going to handle this?” and God comes through.

For estate planning information, call (407) 644-5000 x186  
or visit http://plannedgiving.floridaconference.com/

debbie edgerton
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by andre Van Heerden

If the past hurricane season of 2005 taught us 
anything, it is to be prepared. supplies and 

equipment are necessities, but without personnel 
to use them, nothing can be accomplished.

Florida Conference adventist Community 
services (aCs) has launched a new program 
of readiness in which every church may 
participate. every church is encouraged to 
sponsor at least one response team that 
can volunteer for seven days after a disas-
ter has struck an area. these teams will 
be trained and called into service by the 
aCs coordinator, andre Van Heerden.

each disaster response team is made 
up of seven key individuals as follows:

mass disTriBuTion direcTor

responsible for directing the mass 
distribution site and supervising all the 
volunteers working on the site, such as 
forklift drivers, security officers, college 
and academy volunteers. a team of three 
(including the director) is needed.

mass Feeding direcTor

oversees the mobile kitchen that feeds 
staff, volunteers, and disaster victims.  

Previous experience is prefer-
able. needs an assistant and 
additional volunteers to over-
see the cleaning of kitchen 
utensils and equipment.

volunTeer coordinaTor

responsible for register-
ing, tracking, and assign-
ing tasks to volunteers. 
needs an assistant.

sPiriTual direcTor

responsible for keeping a 
spiritual atmosphere firstly 
among team members and 
all volunteers, and praying/
counseling with victims where 
needed. needs an assistant.

communiTy needs direcTor

responsible for coordinating, planning, and carrying 
out cleanup, minor repairs, and miscellaneous requests 
by members of the community. needs three other lead-
ers with access to vehicles, tools, and equipment that 
can be used for clean up and construction.

securiTy and signage direcTor

one of the most crucial responsibilities in disaster 
relief is to display clearly marked signs to facilitate a 
smooth flow of traffic through the distribution lines, 
provide security at night, and keep efficient access and 
exit control in place. needs an assistant.

medical direcTor

responsible for coordinating and operating a medi-
cal help station at the distribution site and door to door 
when needed. the medical director can be a doctor, 
nurse practitioner, or an experienced nurse, but will 
need at least two other nurses on the team.

if you are interested in being part of a disaster re-
sponse team, please contact andre at (305) 395-0912. 

disasTer resPonse Teams urgenTly needed

http://www.floridaconference.com/
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