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Taylour Marks
Emptied Her Purse
To Help Turn
Christmas
Upside Down
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Turn Christmas
Upside Down
“…And a little child shall lead them.”

Lessons On Our Road
To Financial Freedom
—Isaiah 11:6

by Mike Cauley, Florida Conference President

L

ast December, seven-year-old Taylour Marks
listened as Derek Morris challenged Forest Lake
Church members to turn Christmas upside down.
“Go back to the Bible story,” the pastor suggested. “The gifts were offered to Jesus, not to each other. And what was the first gift the magi
offered to Jesus? It was their hearts. That’s what Christmas is about.
They worshiped the newborn King—the Messiah.”
Upon returning home, the first-grader told her parents, Shannon
and Tami Marks, that she would like to empty the money from her
bank and bring it to Jesus on Christmas Day.
Seated near the front of the sanctuary on December 25, Taylour was
one of the first to make her way to the manger scene. Everyone who saw
the little girl wearing the red dress with the white cuffs, carrying the
red purse, sensed that something very special was about to happen.
When she arrived at the manger, Taylour turned her coin-filled
purse upside down and poured out every last penny. With her mission
accomplished and a glimmer in her eye, Taylour quietly returned to
the seat beside her parents.
Again, the words of Pastor Morris rang in her ears. “Those generous
gifts to Jesus by the magi provided resources that were essential for fulfilling the ministry of Jesus, funding His family’s flight into Egypt.
“These gifts are still needed today to fulfill the mission of Jesus,” he
continued. “First, we must give our hearts and, then, our resources to
keep His objectives—the ministries of this church—going forward. So,
let’s turn Christmas upside down and make it right side up again.”
The next Sabbath, New Year’s Day, Pastor Morris shared with the congregation
the total of their special Christmas gifts.
“With God’s blessing, you brought your
offerings to Jesus last week for the minisVol . 21, No. 4
tries of this church and, certainly, you did
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by Ron Krause

I

t was Christmas,
1982, and money
was tight. A month
earlier, I had sold my
new truck to pay for
our family’s move to
the Sunshine State.
Thankful for what
little we did have,
we enjoyed our first
Christmas in Florida
with gifts, mainly, for
the children.
A new year found
Bev working days at
Florida Hospital, and
I was hired by Martin
Marietta to work the
night shift.
In 1984, we moved
into a new house
and found ourselves
financially overextended. We had added
credit card debt and
a second mortgage
for a swimming pool.
These bills also meant
smaller donations
to the Presbyterian
church we attended.
While mired in this
financial low, someone
introduced me to radio station WTLN in
the late 1980s. I began
listening to Christian
money-management
consultant, Larry
Burkett, and started
applying the biblical
principles he taught to
our lives. By the early
1990s, all of our credit
card debt was paid off.
I was applying around
$400 extra a month to
the principle balance
on the house and giving more each week to
our church.
By this time, we
had joined a fourth
denomination since

moving to central
Florida and leaving the
Catholic faith. None of
these changes seemed
right, however. We felt
Bible teachings weren’t
being followed, and
we were at a loss as to
where we should turn.
In the summer
of 1993, Susan, our
daughter, began volunteering at Florida
Hospital where she
met Carrie Whittenburg, whose parents,
Gary and Diane, were
a part of the praise
music ministry at Forest Lake Church. Each
Friday evening, Carrie
would accompany her
parents to rehearsal
and, one day, she had
asked Susan if she
could come along.
We decided it would
be fine if we went as
a family to make sure
we were comfortable
with the situation. We
not only felt comfortable, we agreed to help
run sound for the
group on Sabbath.
Before long, we
were studying the
Bible with the Whittenburgs and Pastor
Barbara McCoy. In
the spring of 1994, we
were baptized.
Three months
after informing management at Martin
Marietta that I could
no longer work on Saturdays, I was laid off.
This announcement
came five months after Bev put her job on
hold to advance her
nurse’s training.
For a while, money
—continued on page 11

The Tithing Concept—
Is It Giving or Returning ?

Early in the 1990s, Ron Krause, a former Catholic, and Tom Crowl, a Mormon, met when they joined
the Adventist Church. Today, both business owners are
avid students of God’s Word and followers of biblical
principles of finance. Let their journey stories provoke
your thinking as you seek new ways to honor God’s faithfulness in the use of your time, talent, and treasure.

by Tom Crowl

Photos: Lee Bennett
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When Ron Krause (above) is missing from the front
row of Tom Crowl’s (below) adult Sabbath school
class at the Forest Lake Church, you’ll most likely
find him in the Beginners division with his threeyear-old grandson, Ismael Ramirez.

hen I was baptized in 1992,
I knew I should tithe,
yet, I was positive that
I could not find an extra 10% in my monthly budget to “give” to
the church.
I began by “giving”
what I thought I could,
which was usually
a couple dollars per
week. Soon, it grew
to $20. Then, I began
writing a weekly check
and, finally, a monthly
check that represented
a full tithe.
My biggest problem
in learning to tithe was
a misunderstanding
of the entire concept. I
had been “giving” and
even as the Lord was
blessing our family’s
finances, I was missing the joy that comes
from having the right
relationship with
Christ by “returning”
what belongs to Him.
Recently, the Sabbath school class I

teach at Forest Lake
Church was talking
about tithing when I
reminded the members of something our
pastor, Derek Morris,
had said in a sermon.
“I quit giving tithe
years ago,” he told the
congregation. Needless
to say, that comment
got everyone’s attention. Then, the pastor
quickly added, “Now, I
return my tithe.”
When we tithe, we
are simply returning
to the Lord what is
already His. As “good
stewards,” it is our obligation to return His
percentage without
reservation or expectation. Scripture tells
us in Malachi 3:8 that
we “rob God” by not
returning His tithe.
While we “return”
the tithe as God requires, we “give” to
the church budget
and other worthwhile
endeavors. These
sacrificial gifts from
our surplus are acts of
worship—expressions
of our thankfulness
for God’s blessings.
These gifts are
vitally important to
our spiritual growth.
When we give out of
love and concern for
others, we are recognizing our role as part
of the body of humanity and the Church.
This helps us take the
focus off of ourselves

as we develop a closer
relationship with others and gain a higher
sense of belonging.
Look at the Savior.
Look at Paul and the
other Apostles. They
had little, yet gave
everything and found
peace, contentment,
and joy. There is a difference when our lives
are built on a relationship with God and not
on temporal things.
Earlier this year,
my wife, Sylvia, and I
greatly enjoyed hosting a three-month
Christian finance
seminar in our home.
Participants in the
class found it amazing
that the Bible has more
than 2,300 verses dealing with money and
possessions. Next to
salvation, it is the most
written about subject
in scripture.
We were all reminded in this small group
fellowship, that considering possessions
and money as “our
own property” is part
of the human struggle
with self-centered
ways. Here, we learned
that true relationship
with God is that of
a faithful steward to
a loving benevolent
Master. As His stewards, it is our duty to
faithfully manage the
time, talent, and treasure He has entrusted
to each of us.

Take the Check Book Heart Test
For a good test of your heart,
no matter what your age, look at your
check book to see where you put your trust.
Are you living God’s principles of finance?
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Members Honor God’s Faithfulness : N
bath hours—the
busiest time of the
week. The Schiefers were amazed
to find they had
attracted more
business than
when they were
open seven days.
“My parents always taught me that
‘you can’t out-give the
Lord,’” says Mark.
Twenty-five years
ago, he brought this
concept to Treasure
Island near St. Petersburg when he bought
the Jefferson Motel.
When Sabbath came,
the office closed.
Customers learned to
plan accordingly. They
also learned to enjoy
the variety of free

Adventist literature
and books the Schiefers displayed in each
room—a practice that
led to thousands of
seeds sown and at least
two baptisms.
“When we partnered with the Lord,
the focus of our business became more
than a way to make a
living. We searched for
opportunities to tell
people about Christ
and His love.”

Robert Knight
With his daughter
in college and his wife
not working, Robert
Knight felt impressed
by God to start his
own company.

After praying and
fasting, the Pompano
Beach Church member quit his job in the
home entertainment
business and, almost
immediately, found
himself on his back for
three months with a
herniated disk. “During this time, God
took me from self-reliance—where I thought
I could do everything
on my own—to de-

pendency on Him. We
became partners, and
barriers opened into
opportunities.” People
who had intimidated
Robert—like those
with disposable income—no longer did.
Running his own
home theater business,
one of Robert’s first
clients was a National
Basketball Association
player. The two connected as they talked

about the challenges of
living for God in the
sports world.
“This experience
was God’s way of telling me that He would
use this business to
take me to places
where others couldn’t
witness,” says Robert.
“As a result, job number one for my business is to be a witness.”
As his business
grows, so do his

contributions to the
Church, “because
without Christ, any
success would not be
possible,” says Robert.
“After giving to
the local church and
Florida Conference,
I support the work of
missions. I’ve made
this a priority because,
whether we’re representing Jesus at home
or overseas, we’re all in
the mission field.”

Robert and
Maria Paneque
After 14 years at
IBM, Robert, a south
Florida electrical engineer, joined the unemployment line when
his plant was closed.
A year later, the Communities West Church
member, finally found
a job—cleaning swimming pools. Before His
first day of work, how-

ever, God opened the
door for the Paneques
to start a clinical home
care business.
One year later, the
new venture was going
well, yet, Robert wasn’t
content. Peace of mind
came as he studied
the book of Daniel,
where he gleaned 18
principles on how
the prophet handled
God’s business.

One evening he told
the family, “I know
what I’ve been doing
wrong. I’ve been running our business. Tonight, I’m turning the
business over to God.”
“By giving up leadership of the business,
I was now God’s steward, doing my best for
Him. I no longer had
to worry about the
bills,” says Robert.

The amazing result—the business
grew more than 125%
in the first year with
God at the helm.
In addition to faithfully returning tithe
and supporting the
Church, the Paneques
opened an account
called God’s Fund.
From this special account, they have met
the needs of numerous

church families. As
Robert testifies, “It
has been absolutely
incredible to do things
for God while spending His money.”

F

lorida Conference
churches have
been showing a new
DVD produced by the
stewardship department that features
four inspiring faith
stories. These personal testimonies tell
of Florida members in
partnership with God.
Mark Schiefer
This head elder and
youth leader of the St.
Petersburg Church
grew up in Niagara
Falls, New York, where
his parents owned a
small motel.
When they became
Adventists, they closed
the motel during Sab-
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Last summer, 25 years of beach vespers, youth
gatherings, baptisms, church socials, and birthday parties ended when the Schiefer family sold
their motel on Treasure Island.

Photo provided by Mark Schiefer

by Martin Butler

 New DVD Features Their Stories
Frank and
Maxine Barton
This Clermont
Church couple belonged to an Assembly
of God congregation
when they married
and their finances
were in such bad shape
they couldn’t afford
another month’s rent.
When Maxine got
paid, during their first
week of marriage, she
asked Frank to return
tithe on her pay check
and contribute offerings as well. “You do
what you’d like on
yours,” she added.

“We promised to
follow the Lord all
the way when we got
married,” replied
Frank, “so we’re going
to begin right now in
our finances.” This
same promise to follow the Lord soon
led them to the Adventist Church after
Frank found a booklet
about the Sabbath.
Even before they
married, Maxine had
been a faithful steward. “Whenever the
offering plate would
pass me in church, I’d
open up my purse and

dump out whatever I
had, even, if I didn’t
have money for the
next day.”
Writing a check on
the first fruits of their
increase is a commitment the Bartons have
kept for 29 years. “God
means what He says
in Malachi 3:10 about
pouring out a blessing
if we are faithful in
our tithes and offerings,” says Frank.
The Bartons saw
this promise manifested soon after they
married when they
bought ten acres of

land, built a
home on it, and
paid off the
debt in 12 years.
“The Lord knew
I wanted to take
an early retirement from Martin Marietta so I
could go to work
for Him full time,”
Frank admits, “and
we’ve been working for
Him ever since.”
With God’s blessing, the Bartons have
also been generous in
helping people. “It’s
not our money, it’s His
money,” says Frank.

“I love the aspect of
giving somebody else’s
money away.”
“There’s no doubt,
our life has been full
and blessed by the
Lord,” says Maxine.
“And it’s not over
yet,” chimed Frank. “I
can’t wait to see what
He does next”!

Ten Days In January
by Steve Adessa, Pastor, Miami Springs Church, and
Florida Conference Prayer Coordinator

W

hat would happen if we took ten days to
totally focus on God? Ten days praying for
the Holy Spirit to invade our lives, our church,
and our church’s ministry—ten days to leave all
else on the back burner and focus on God’s agenda
with an emphasis on prayer.
What will ten days of Bible study, fasting, and
prayer do? God says some things do not happen
without fasting and prayer (Matthew 17:21) . What
if we take ten days seeking the Lord, asking for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit?
Ten Days In January. Think about it. Pray
about it. Heaven is waiting. January 2–11, 2006.

Florida Conference Communication Department presents:

a workshop for
church communication officers
and audio engineers
January 20–21, 2006
Florida Conference Office
655 N. Wymore Road • Winter Park, FL 32789
Details: see calendar, page 11

Florida Conference Women’s Ministries Retreats
February 3–5. .  .  .  .  .  . Camp Kulaqua, High Springs . .  .  .  . English-language
February 10–12. .  .  .  .  . Camp Kulaqua, High Springs . .  .  .  . English-language
February 17–19 . .  .  .  .  . Camp Kulaqua, High Springs . .  .  . Spanish-language
February 24–26. .  .  .  . Cocoa Beach Doubletree Hotel. .  .  .  . English-language
—Details: (407) 644-5000 x134—

Forest Lake Academy Master Plan Update
by Glenn Carter

T

he Forest Lake
Academy Master
Plan is steadily progressing toward completion of a new design
for the campus after
a period of evaluation
and realignment. The
appropriate Academy
and Florida Conference committees have
reviewed the revised
Master Plan which
will be presented at a
special constituency
session on January 22,
2006, in the Academy
gymnasium.
Blending the Old
With the New
Rapidly changing
market conditions
and a large shortage of
funds available from
proposed property
sales necessitated substantial adjustments
to the original Master
Plan. The old plan was
formulated to provide
a new campus for the
Academy solely from
the sale of adjoining
campus property. The
existing buildings
would be demolished
under the plan.
The revised Master
Plan incorporates new
facilities and upgrades
to some existing structures that will be accomplished through
several phases coinciding with the timing of
various property sales.
These sales include
residential-zoned
property on Sand Lake
Road and commercial
property west of the
Academy on S.R. 436.
The Academy has
offered to sell the Forest Lake Church a

parcel of land on the
east side of the campus
for a new sanctuary
to accommodate the
church’s recent dynamic growth. Forest
Lake Church is evaluating their alternatives
and will make a decision soon.
Frontage Property
Will Be Retained
Under the new
Master Plan, location
of the campus will
remain in place; thus,
the frontage property
along S.R. 436 will
not be sold. The decision not to sell this
land prompted Florida
Conference to ask
Seminole County to
transfer its previously
granted commercial
zoning rights to an adjacent parcel of land.
This request was approved and is expected
to have a positive impact on sales revenue.
Committee members
agreed that retaining
direct frontage on such
a major road as S.R.
436 is crucial because
of the community
awareness it generates.
Dorms & Classrooms
Top Priority
The first priority
under the new plan is
to replace the current
boys’ dormitory with
a new girls’ dormitory.
The boys will relocate
to the current girls’
dormitory and the old
boys’ dormitory will
be torn down. The second priority is to build
new instructional facilities which will add
much needed space
for classrooms and an
adequate library.
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The revised Master Plan incorporates
new facilities with existing structures
as well as upgraded campus landscaping to enhance the visual appearance
of our facilities. The new facilities
reflect present and long-term future
projects. The design and locations of
the church and other future structures
are not intended to be exact representations of the final construction.
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S.R. 436 (Semoran Blvd.)

A detailed presentation of the Forest Lake Academy M
be made at a special constituency meeting on Janua
Committee members determined that
the retained structures (shown in red
in the graphic above)
have significant life
remaining. The new
Master Plan allows
for additional quality
years of occupancy at
little extra cost; thus,
making the best use of
resources. As project
budgets allow, rejuvenation of these exist-

ing structures will be
phased into the plan.
The proposed new
campus also incorporates additional future
phases such as the
construction of a student center/cafeteria,
additional classroom
space, a fitness center,
a new performing
arts center, and a new
administration building. These will be
constructed from the

land sale proceeds or
funding provided by
alumni, constituents,
and other donors.
“We are excited
about the opportunity
to transform the Academy to meet the needs
of the future,” says
Glenn Carter, Florida
Conference vice president for institutional
properties. “This
project will only be
successful through a
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Master Plan will
ary 22, 2006.
united plan and with
God’s guidance in all
aspects of its creation
and implementation.
“We thank you, our
constituents, for your
prayers, continued
interest in this project,
and faithful support.
We are mindful there
is no glory in buildings constructed, only
in lives molded for excellent service to God
and mankind.”

4

5
9

Existing Buildings To Remain

Proposed New Buildings

A. Gymnasium

1. Dormitories (Phases 1 & 2)

B. Classroom Building
C. H.H. Schmidt Performing Arts Center
D. Girls’ Dormitory (upon completion of

2. Health Sciences
3. Classroom Building

Phase 1 of the proposed new dormitory,

4. Performing Arts Center

this building would serve as the boys’

5. Administration & Distance Learning

residence until Phase 2 of the new dor-

6. Cafeteria

mitory is completed)
E. Austin Medical

7. Fitness Center

F. Grounds & Maintenance

8. Forest Lake Church

G. Florida Hospital Laundry

9. Forest Lake Church Support Facility
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Stewardship of Time, Talent, and Treasures

Academy and College Young People Volunteer
ore than 1,250
M
students from 25
academies and colleges converged on
Mississippi to help in
the massive relief effort at Bass Memorial
Academy in Lumberton, and the towns of
Pervis and Waveland.
The coordination
of these and other
volunteers was under
the direction of the
Florida Adventist
Community Services
and Adventist Community Team Services (ACS/ACTS).
“They have been
superb coordinators
for that effort. As
a result of that, all
the work is getting
done,” said David
Miller, Gulf States
Conference community services director.
Senior Mandy
Missal, who was part
of the first group
from Forest Lake

Academy to volunteer, said, “We
came back to school
the following week
with a new perspective. We matured
into greater, deeper,
Christ-like students
who took the stand
and went to a place
of need before the
Red Cross had a
chance to show
up. People enjoyed
the experience immensely, and we
will never regret
that we went.”
One grateful
Mississippian wrote,
“Forest Lake students—words cannot
adequately express
my deep appreciation
for what you have
done for the community. Your gift of
time, kindness, and
friendship has meant
so much. Thank you
for being angels in
human form.”

ACTS’ First House and First Adventist Convert
Waveland, Mississippi—Roberto was
trying to make a refuge
with some stacked firewood and a tarp after
Katrina destroyed his
home when Clayton, a
volunteer from Tennessee, found him. Now he
has a home built by the
volunteers, a donated
van, and a new relationship with Jesus, the
Master Carpenter.
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Brings Relief To Hurricane Katrina Victims

The Miracle Pump

Katrina Statistics
• Three distribution centers in Pervis,
Lumberton, and Waveland, MS.
• 286+ semi loads of goods unloaded for
distribution. Value: $10,000,000+
• 62+ semi loads of ice and water delivered to residents. Value: $2,170,000+
• 285,000+ meals served from two mobile kitchens. Value: $2,130,000.
• 540 tarps distributed. Value: $756,000.
• Two triage and treatment medical units
staffed by health care professionals.
• Nightly public concerts offered to
communities on mobile sound stage.
• Two reroofings at Bass Memorial
Academy. Removed debris and trees
in 43 communities. Value: $1,700,000.
• Physical, emotional, and spiritual
healing provided, and 625 people
brought to the Lord. Value: priceless!

Walker Memorial Academy—
Twenty-two student
volunteers with
donated goods and
equipment arrived
in Mississippi early
one morning. Dale
Bass, ACTS director,
listened to the list of

donated items they
brought. He was
astonished when a
new, commercial,
gas-powered water
pump was mentioned. Bass pointed
and said, “Do you
see those men standing in the circle? Do

you know what they
are praying for right
now? A gas-powered
water pump!”
The pump provided the city of
Waveland with
its first and only
shower facility for
public use.

Your Help Is Still Needed
ACS/ACTS thanks you for the
overwhelming support of your
donations and volunteer services responding to these disasters.
ACTS made a year-long commitment to provide long-term
recovery efforts in Waveland,
Mississippi. Based at Buccaneer
State Park, the mobile kitchen is

currently providing mass feeding. Other provided services
include needs assessment, clean
up, and volunteer coordination.
The team is still in need
of donations. If you can help,
please contact Dale Bass, ACTS
director: (772) 201-7099 or
www.actshelp.org

God Is Still In the
Miracle-working
Business

Bass Memorial Academy—Feeding 5,000 people a day takes a lot of
food and food was running out. In fact,
there were only 1,200 hot dogs to serve
the 5,000 people from the community
and volunteers that came to the Florida
community services mobile kitchen
The group of volunteers prayed for the
Lord to stretch those hot dogs like He
did the loaves and fishes of Bible times.
At the end of the day, those 1,200 hot
dogs had fed 5,500 people.
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Hurricane Wilma Update

Florida Keys
• Cleaned up churches in Key West and Marathon.
• Cleaned members’ homes.
• Used Islamorada Disaster Response Center property as a shelter for volunteers and a feeding center.
• Served hot meals to shelter and city workers.
• Delivered supples to various locations in the Keys
where there was a need.

Lehigh Acres Church
The church’s community services department
served hot meals to national guard troops, firemen,
semi truck drivers, and FEMA personnel at a distribution site. “What we did was care enough to show
our appreciation. While they helped the community,
we reached out and served them,” said Josephine
Wilson, community services director.
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Ft. Lauderdale/Miami
• Distributed $255,000 worth of supplies to 12
churches and communities.
• Y.E.S. (Youth Emergency Service) team cut trees,
coordinated the distribution and installation of
tarps, and delivered supplies.
• Distributed food supplies to Immokalee.
• Prepared food at Miami Central Spanish Church.

Miami Central
Spanish Church
The Y.E.S. (Youth Emergency Service) team and
other volunteers prepared a spaghetti dinner for a
nursing home in Coral Springs that had no electricity. They also made more than 200 plates of food for
people in their church area who had no electricity.

Coming Events
A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html
Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––

Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners,
outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, melody.west@ahss.org, or
(407) 292-1421.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955. 
Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956. 
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
or order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
Jan. 7: West Palm Beach. Jan. 8: Midport in Port St. Lucie, Fort Pierce,
Cocoa, Titusville. Jan. 14: Port Charlotte. Jan. 15: North Port, VeniceNokomis, Sarasota, Palmetto, Brandon, Tampa First. Jan. 21: Sunrise. 
Jan. 22: Fort Lauderdale, Lauderhill, Pompano Beach.
Estate Services Clinic. Feb. 18-19, Daytona Beach.

December––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Singles’ Ministries Annual New Year’s Retreat. Dec. 28-Jan. 1. Camp
Kulaqua. Theme: Amazing Race—Kulaqua Edition. Cost: $160 and
up depending on accommodations. Details: melody.west@ahss.org or
(407) 292-1421.

January––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Communication & Sound Engineer Workshop. Jan. 20-21. Florida
Conference office and Kress Memorial Church, Winter Park. Theme:
A More Excellent Way. Workshops include writing, photography, plus
a sound engineer workshop. Cost: $45 includes meals. Accommodations additional. Details: gladys.neigel@floridaconference.com or
(407) 644-5000 x104.

February–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Women’s Ministries Retreats. Theme: Reflections…Just Like Jesus. 
Cost: to be determined. Details: (407) 644-5000 x134.
Feb. 3-5. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. English-language.
Feb. 10-12. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. English-language.
Feb. 17-19. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Spanish-language.
Feb. 24-26. Cocoa Beach Doubletree Hotel. English-language.
Sabbath School and Children’s Ministries Workshop. Feb. 4. 
Naples Church (c/o Crossroads Community Church). Details:
michelle@crombie.ws or (239) 304-7576.
Spanish-language Family and Children’s Ministries Leaders’ Retreat.
Feb. 10-12. Pine Lake Retreat, Groveland. For directors, associates,
and Vacation Bible School leaders. Theme: Farjadores de Corazones. Cost: $85 for housing in mini-lodges, $95 for chalets. Details:
(407) 644-5000 x138.
Orlando Junior Academy 100th Anniversary Homecoming. Feb. 1819. Orlando Junior Academy. Special Sabbath worship services, afternoon gatherings, evening reunion party, and Sunday golf tournament. 
Details: http://www.orlandojunioracademy.net/, jbanks@ojra.net or
(407) 898-1251.

Lessons On Our Road To Financial Freedom —continued from page 2
for His faithfulness,
As we look back,
we truly believe the
live a faith-based
life, and trust in JeLord has blessed
throughout our lives.
sus. As Christians,
we know earth’s
Now, we’re on a new
adventure of financial
journey is short, yet,
dependence on God
with great anticipaas, three years ago,
tion we look forward
to eternal life with
Bev was diagnosed
with rheumatoid arJesus, our wonderful
thritis and went on
Lord and Savior.
disability after 23 years
of employment at Florida Hospital.
Today,
more than
ever, we
are determined to
honor God
Bev and Ron Krause

March– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Lee Bennett

was very tight. However, with God’s help,
we made it through
with savings, an unemployment check,
starting a home repair
and improvement
business, and, most
importantly, a lack of
debt due to following
God’s principles of
money management.
Even today, I don’t
make what I did at
Martin Marietta, yet,
business has grown,
we’ve found additional ways to cut
expenses, and been
able to increase our
giving more than we
ever thought possible.

Men’s Ministries Convention. Mar. 3-5. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. 
Theme: Race 2 Heaven ’06. Cost: to be determined. Details:
(407) 618-0265.
Vacation Bible School Workshops. Mar. 4. Forest Lake Church
youth building. Mar. 25. Miami Temple Church. 3-8 p.m. Details:
(407) 644-5000 x136.
North Florida Camp Meeting. Mar. 17-19. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.
Forest Lake Academy Alumni Weekend. Mar. 31-Apr. 1. Forest Lake
Academy, Apopka. Honor classes: 1946, 1956, 1966, 1976, 1981, 1986,
1996. Details: http://www.forestlakeacademy.org/alumniweekend.htm,
alumni@forestlake.org, or (407) 772-3707.
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Christmas Coins
Multiply In Tampa
by Barbara Bennett

T

ampa First
Church members
were taken by surprise
one Sabbath morning
in June when Pastor
Dan Francisco asked
the Valladarez family to “please come up
front.” Alex, Virginia,
and their children,
Ailyn and Alexander, made their way
down the aisle carrying two large jars
filled with coins.
The congregation
listened in amazement as their story
unfolded. For several
years, the Valladarezes
had dropped their
loose change into two
jars with plans to use
the money for a special
Christmas gift. However, after Ailyn and
Alexander heard Pastor Dan mention the
responsibility of members to support church
finances, they asked
their parents if they
could give their saved
coins to the church.
After presenting the
jars to the pastor, the
Valladarez family left
the platform and took
their seats. Yet, even as

the service continued,
Alex could not get the
jars of money out of
his mind. He was calculating there must be
somewhere between
$300 and $500 in
them. Then, an idea
began to form in his
mind, “Why not challenge church members
to match the amount
in the jars?”
With that thought,
he began writing a
note to Pastor Dan.
“I will offer to match
the amount if 10 other
members agree to
do the same.” After
thinking about that
proposal, he decided
his faith was too small
and he should ask for
30 members to give
the same amount. The
note was revised and
slipped to the pastor.
At the conclusion
of his sermon, Pastor
Francisco invited Alex
back to the podium
to challenge his fellow
members. Then, as
Alex prepared to return to his seat, he and
the pastor watched
as members began to
stand in response.
Pastor Dan started
counting, “one, two,

three, four, five, six,
seven, eight, nine….”
As he counted, more
members stood to join
the first group of nine.
“…ten, eleven,
twelve….” Soon the
count reached 25.
“Maybe Alex should
have said, ‘fifty,’” Pastor Dan quipped.
“…twenty-six,
twenty-seven, twentyeight, twenty-nine…”
and the congregation
held their breath.
Then, number “thirty”
was announced.
After the church
service, member Dana
Schnoor volunteered
to bring a coin counter
from his business the
following Sabbath so
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the money could be
counted in front of the
congregation. For the
second week in a row,
the Valladarez family
came forward—this
time to help pour the
coins into the counter.
As the congregation
held their breath for
the second Sabbath in
a row, the total began
to climb. After the last
coin passed through
the change counter,
the total was announced—$317.50.
To date, members
have turned in approximately $14,000—
in addition to regular
church budget—to
benefit the ministry
of the church. A bit

of math reveals that
$14,000 divided by 30
is an average of $466
per person. Those who
were inspired by the
Valladarez’ challenge
experienced such a
blessing, they didn’t
stop with their $317.50
commitment.
Today, the story
of two coin jars continues to multiply in
Tampa, and to think—
it all began with the
unselfish plan of a
family who love the
Lord and the church.
The Valladarezes have
nearly filled two more
jars, and church members anticipate that
this story will repeat
itself very soon.
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