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Accepting His Lordship

	Celebrating

by Mike Cauley, Florida Conference President

T

his issue of Florida Focus answers the frequent
question, “Where does my tithe dollar go?”
A detailed description of the path taken by the
tithe dollar is highlighted on the center pages.
This issue also contains a year-long Bible reading plan (page 10) developed by Wretha Lang,
a member of the Port Charlotte Church.
Both of these seemingly distinct subjects—
tithing and our devotional life—are outward expressions of the
principle of Lordship. A life of Lordship begins with accepting the
unconditional good news of salvation that comes only through Jesus
Christ. It means placing Him first in our lives and acknowledging
that God is in control. Lordship is about personal obedience regardless of the cost. Lordship means sharing the gifts God has given us.
As we approach the holidays and the close of 2006, I pray that you
will experience the peace that comes from accepting His Lordship.

Letters To the Editor
Reawakening of His Spirit and Joy—I am very interested in your magazine,
Florida Focus, as I recently read an issue someone had left laying around. I was
profoundly moved, and I felt a reawakening of [God’s] spirit and joy inside me.
—Prison Inmate, Florida

Kudos—What a great Florida Focus! You covered every gamut of a disaster relief
experience—from the personal to the corporate and from the practical to the
spiritual. Very well done!
—Sandra Blackmer, News Editor,
Adventist Review, Silver Spring, Maryland
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Oops !—Memories of Africa, happy years spent there,
will never die. Grandma [Margaret] Gill is a friend of
mine. I met her at Solusi. Since my husband and I had
worked at Malamulo Mission for nine happy years, she
and I had much in common.
Thank you for that good article about Grandma
Gill. I appreciated it. Only next time, let’s relocate her
properly. Please get your map of Africa and place a
dot in Malawi. That will represent Malamulo. A dot
in Zimbabwe, and that will be Solusi, and hopefully
that error will be corrected.
God bless in your labors for Him.
—Alta Robinson, Apopka, Florida
“You can’t turn Africa upside down like that and get
away with it,” you told us with a smile. How could we make
that blunder, especially after growing up on many of your
husband Virgil’s 18 exciting books? Solusi is definitely in
Zimbabwe and Malamulo in Malawi. We stand corrected!
We welcome your comments:
Florida Focus
P.O. Box 2626
Winter Park, FL 32790-2626
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Together How God Has Helped Us

The 68th Regular Florida Conference Constituency Session
by Martin Butler

T

Photos: Lee Bennett

he 68th regular
Constituency
Meeting of Florida
Conference, attended by 671 church
delegates, was a celebration of God’s
leading during the
2003–2005 triennium.
The many cultures
that make up the Florida Conference family were represented by
four individuals who asked God’s
blessing on the convocation in their
native language: Virginia Collins,
English; Claudine Pierre, French;
Dany Hernandez, Spanish; and
Gilberto de Oliveira, Portuguese.
The theme of the October 1
meeting on the Forest Lake Academy campus in Apopka was taken
from the biblical account of Samuel
setting up a memorial between
Mizpah and Shen. He called the
stone Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far,
the Lord has helped us.”
“We serve a great God who
knows no defeat,” declared President Mike Cauley. “With His help,
there is no problem or obstacle that
we cannot overcome.”
A video presentation enumerated four of the many ways that
God has answered prayers during
the triennium: a renewed com-

mitment to mission, growing
interest in lay pastoral ministry,
financial blessings, and raising
up the ACTS (Active Christian
Team Services) lay ministry to
provide the means and organizational skills for disaster relief.
Tom Verrill, Conference treasurer, reported a 13.5% tithe increase
for 2005 and nearly $1 million from
matured wills and trusts. These increases provided revenue to reduce
debt and operate with a gain in
2005 and were the base for a balanced budget in 2006.
President Cauley closed the
meeting with a call for rededication that brought the delegates to
the front of the auditorium. “I want
to be about seeking and saving lost
people,” he told the group. “I’m
tired of maintenance. I don’t want
to do business as usual. We’ve got
to get busy about our work. We
want to see Jesus come.”
Florida Conference officers and their spouses, from left: Dottie
with President Mike Cauley, Victor with Executive Secretary
Carmen Rodriguez, and Carole with Treasurer Tom Verrill.
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Trio Elected To Conference Leadership Positions
by Gladys Neigel

Carmen
Rodriguez
was elected
executive secretary of Florida
Conference at the October 1
Constituency Meeting. She
comes to this position from
Atlantic Union College in
South Lancaster, Massachusetts, where she served as
director of human resources.
Leadership in corporate
America and the Adventist
collegiate system have given
Rodriguez expertise for her
new position. She has also
served in a variety of local
church capacities such as
head elder, clerk, and treasurer. Her responsibilities
have included working with
young people and families.
Rodriguez graduated
from Cambridge College,
Cambridge, Massachusetts,
with an integrated master’s
degree in a program that
included management, psychology, and education. Her
bachelor of science degree in
sociology was earned from

Worcester State College,
Worcester, Massachusetts,
and her associate degree in
religion, with an emphasis
in Bible work, came from
Montemorelos University,
Montemorelos, Mexico.
Victor, her husband, is
maintenance director at
Florida Living Retirement
Center, Apopka. They have
a son, Victor, married to Jill
Savoy; a daughter, Eileen
King, married to David King;
and two granddaughters,
Tatiana and Aliana King.
Conrad Duncan
was voted September 19 to
serve as vice
president for
general administration
and assistant to President
Mike Cauley by the Florida
Conference Executive Committee. He fills the vice presidential position vacated at
the end of 2005 when Lewis
Hendershot retired. In this
capacity, he will also direct
the areas of stewardship,
adult Sabbath school, and
volunteer ministries.

Adventist Heritage Ministry

From Vision To Victory
February 23–24, 2007

www.adventistheritage.org
(407) 889-5031

Evangelism has played a
major role in Duncan’s life.
At age 15, he preached for
a youth crusade in Jamaica
where 24 people were baptized. This began a passion
for evangelism that led him
to hold meetings in Jamaica,
Mexico, Texas, and Florida.
Duncan received his
master’s degree in pastoral
theology from Montemorelos
University, Montemorelos,
Mexico, and a bachelor of
arts degree in theology from
West Indies College (now
Northern Caribbean University), Mandeville, Jamaica.
He then pastored church districts in Jamaica for 10 years.
Duncan was pastor of the
Maranatha Church, Miami,
prior to serving four years as
Florida Conference ministerial field secretary for the
south Florida district. In
this position, he held four
evangelism campaigns that
resulted in 120 baptisms.
He is married to the former Mable Rose Fletcher,
and they have four children, Conrad Jr., Cavoy,
Carlos, and Melisa.

Feb. 23 • 7:30pm • Forest Lake Church
Discover a deeper connection with
your Adventist heritage as Jim Nix,
Ellen G. White Estate director, tells
stories about our Church pioneers
and leads early Advent hymns.
Feb. 24 • Morning Worship Services
Speakers will participate at
several Orlando-area churches.
Feb. 24 • 3:00pm • Forest Lake Church
Tom Neslund, Adventist Heritage
Ministry (AHM) president, Jim Nix, and
special guests highlight evangelistic
opportunities at historical AHM sites.

Jim
Nix

Tom
Neslund

Stanley
Cottrell

Joel Honoré
was voted ministerial field
secretary for the
south Florida
district by the Executive
Committee September 19,
2006. He has served Florida
Conference 14 years as a
teacher, church auditor, and
pastor. Most recently, he was
senior pastor of the Fort Lauderdale Church. He previously pastored at Northwest
Dade and was associate pastor at Miami Springs.
Honoré attended Oakwood College, Huntsville,
Alabama, for three years,
then later graduated from
Southern Adventist University, Collegedale, Tennessee,
with a bachelor of science
in business administration.
He received his master’s
of divinity degree from
Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Michigan.
June, his wife, whom
he met at Oakwood College, is a registered nurse.
Their two sons, Joel II and
Joshua, are students at
Greater Miami Academy.

Feb. 24 • 7:30pm • Forest Lake Academy
H.H. Schmidt Performing Arts Center
Battle Creek, Michigan, is home to
Adventist Heritage Village and the
Battle Creek Academy Concert Band.
Recently, this group was recognized as
the best overall band at the Festivals
of Music in Atlanta, Georgia, where 15
high schools were invited to compete.
The concert is free to the public,
and the best seats in the house
may be reserved on a first-come
basis at westfall1930@juno.com

Battle Creek Academy Concert Band
Michele Stark, director

The Secret Lives of
O n e - d o ll a r B i lls
By Kim Allen Johnson

B

iographies are seldom written
about one-dollar bills, because
their lives are more secret than the innards of the CIA. The mystery begins
in the Bureau of Printing and Engraving, where the bills are born. Made
from high quality cotton and linen,
they contain hidden metallic security
threads and inscrutable micro-printing
that places words too small for the human eye to see in inconspicuous places.
[www.collectpapermoney.com/banknte.html]

The back of the bill sports a puzzling
pyramid with the top lifted off and a
menacing eye glaring out at the owner.
On the right are thirteen stripes, steps,
stars, feathers, leaves, fruits, and arrows with roman numerals and Latin
words adding to the intrigue.
One-dollar bills are also secret because we don’t have a clue where they
came from before they got to us. Due
to their heavy travel schedules, bills
are usually lifelong loners. No time to
develop in-depth relationships with
other currency. No family. No kids. No
grandchildren. Jammed together in
wallets, stacked up in ATM machines,
stuffed into bank bags, or tossed
around during the spin cycle, they just
get to know the serial numbers of the
bills around them and then they’re
whisked away to wherever.
On Monday, a child in Nebraska
uses the one-dollar bill he received
from Gramma to purchase a bag of

M&M candy. Tuesday, that same dollar
is given to a businesswoman in change.
After a flight to Detroit, she uses it to
buy an orange soda. Wednesday, another traveler gets the dollar and later
uses it, with nineteen others, to purchase a cheap, replacement watch band
when he lands in Texas. Thursday, it
procures groceries. Friday, it’s given as
a tip. On and on it goes until, one day,
it comes home with us.
Incessant travel is hard on onedollar bills. The amount of physical
abuse and ill treatment they suffer during their erratic journeys is a
national disgrace. So many have to
drop out of circulation prematurely
due to callous rips, tears, and coffee
stains, that the Office of Printing and
Engraving issues more than 16 million each day just to keep even. The
lifespan of a brand-spanking-new dollar bill in the United States is only an
astonishing 18 months. Even India’s
Rupee survives longer than that.
[www.zoomschool.com/math/money/bills/one/]

From childhood, every dollar bill
dreams of one day winding up at grand
events like graduations, concerts, weddings, and bank openings. But the most
sought-after role, even among agnostic currency, is to be regally marched
down the aisle in a church offering
plate while the congregation belts out a
doxology. Among that elite group, tithe
dollars stand out.
Being designated as tithe does wonders for a dollar’s self esteem because

they know they’ve been specially chosen by God. They also know that they
are going to be used to do a whole lot of
good. The beneficent exploits of previous tithe dollars is legendary within
the one-dollar bill society. Articles and
interviews about their sacrificial deeds
appear in practically every issue of the
Currency Gazette.
From Florida to Bombay, tithe dollars help put hope in despairing eyes,
smiles on frightened faces, and food
in empty bellies. Because of them, the
gospel can be preached, children can be
taught, marriages can be healed, and
illnesses can be cured.
Each year at the National Money
Convention, the coveted Lend-a-Hand
Award is given to the dollar that has
been designated as tithe most frequently during the previous twelve months.
Its serial number is lovingly inscribed
on a large, gold-plated plaque.
There is really only one regret that
many tithe dollars have—their donors
usually know very little about what
happens to them after they are placed
in the offering envelope. If only currency could talk, just imagine the stories
that would be told!
In the lives of one-dollar bills,
what happens to tithe is, perhaps, one
of the biggest secrets of all. To help
remedy that sad state of affairs, the
One-dollar Bill Governing Board has
generously sponsored the informative
charts, descriptions, and facts that
appear on the following pages.
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The Rewarding Life
Tithe Received by Florida Conference

Did You Know?
Worldwide
tithe income totaled
$1.18 billion in 2005.

by Tom Verrill,
Florida Conference Treasurer

I

n 2006, Florida Conference will receive
approximately $50 million
in gross tithe dollars from
our church members. The
illustration above depicts
how those tithe dollars are
distributed throughout
the world field, including the portion retained
by Florida Conference.

Did You Know?

The Seventh-day
Adventist Church
operates the largest
Protestant mission
program and the largest
Protestant parochial
school system in the
world, which is funded,
in part, from tithe.

7.5%

Administrative
Operations

8.5%

Institutional
Appropriations

Florida Conference

Approximately 80% of
the tithe dollar is retained
for use within our Conference. The next page outlines
how this 80% is used.

80%

Florida
Conference

Overseas Missions

4% of the tithe dollar
goes to support the overseas divisions of the world
field and missionaries to
those areas.

Did You Know?
57% of the total world
tithe is received from
North America.

Institutional
Appropriations

8.5% of the gross tithe
dollar goes as appropriations
to other entities both within
and outside North America,
including General Conference institutions, such as
Adventist World Radio, Andrews University, and Loma
Linda University, as well as
conferences in North America with a small tithe income
or low tithe per capita.
Compliments of the Holland Family

4%

Overseas
Missions

Administrative
Operations

Approximately 7.5%
of the tithe dollar goes to
fund the operations of the
Southern Union Conference,
North American Division,
and General Conference offices. The percentage of gross
tithe to each of these entities
is approximately 3.2%, 1.1%
and 3.2% respectively.
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Tithe returned by Florida members impacts lives worldwide
as the gospel is taken to every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people—such as this group in Togo, Africa.

of the Tithe Dollar
34%

Pastors

Tithe Retained by
Florida Conference
26%

Education

14.5%

Ministries

14.5%

Retirement

11%

Austin Krishingner

Administration

Our camp. Our youth.
Priceless tithe return!

T

he graph of pennies,
above, illustrates how
the 80% of tithe retained
by Florida Conference is
being utilized. Besides the
administrative functions
of running the Conference office, the primary
areas of funding are:

Did You Know?

Camp Kulaqua is the
largest camp operation
in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
Approximately 50,000
people visit Camp
Kulaqua each year,
including more than
1,300 summer/family
campers. Twenty-two
baptisms occurred
during the summer
camp program in 2006.
—
Florida Conference
has more than 7,000
Pathfinders and
Adventurers—
the largest Pathfinder
program in
North America.

• Pastoral Ministry
• Adventist Education
(kindergarten
through college)
• Other Ministries
to the community
and our constituents

34% — Pastors

Approximately a third of
the tithe dollars retained by
Florida Conference is used
for the salaries and benefits
of our local church pastors.

26% — Education

A quarter of the Florida
tithe dollar is spent in support of Adventist education.

Did You Know?

There are currently 118
academy-age students
in the Conference’s
distance learning
program (AE21). This
program, operated as
part of Forest Lake
Academy, is bigger
than nearly half of the
on-campus academies
across the division.

About half of this amount
pays our local elementary
school teachers. The remainder is used for appropriations for the operation
of Forest Lake Academy and
Greater Miami Academy,
subsidizing our distance
learning program, supporting Southern Adventist University, and the operation of
our Office of Education.

14.5% — Ministries

Other ministries to the
community and to our
constituents make up 14.5%
of our tithe use. These
ministries include public
evangelism, literature evangelism, church planting,
youth ministries, children’s
ministries, Pathfinders/
Adventurers, camp
ministries, women’s ministries, family life, Spanish-language ministries,
communication, estate planning, and Camp Meeting.

14.5% — Retirement
Another 14.5% is used
to fund benefits for retired
denominational workers.

Did You Know?

Florida Conference
funded more than 200
evangelism efforts in
2006, conducted by
evangelists, pastors,
and lay people.
—
During the past
three years, Florida
Conference has trained
almost 50 lay pastors
who are currently
serving in churches
throughout the state.

11% — Administration

The remaining 11% of the
Conference tithe budget goes
to operate the Conference
office and administration.
This includes the presidential, secretariat, and treasury
departments, information
technologies, local church
development, the service
center, local church and
school auditing, risk management, and membership,
as well as office maintenance, utilities, insurance,
and other general costs.
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“…and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said,
It is more blessed to give than to receive.” —Acts 20:35
“Love is in the giving; peace, in the sharing.” —Kriensky
“The only way to fill yourself up is by giving yourself
away to other people.” —Oprah Winfrey

Contributors: Derek Morris,
Bill Webb, Martin Butler

I

n this holiday season, church
members throughout Florida are
considering their year-end giving
plans and the amount they’ll place
in their tithe/offering envelopes or
send to their favorite charity. Many
pastors have challenged their members to consider what they will do
to advance God’s work on earth.
Derek Morris, senior pastor at Forest Lake Church, Apopka, reminded
his congregation of God’s mandate for
faithful tithing, as well as His promise
of blessing, in Malachi 3:10–11:
“Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to receive
it. And I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground….”
Listening to Dr. Morris on the internet that Sabbath morning was a
Forest Lake Academy graduate who
now lives in South Florida. “I was
baptized during my high school days;
however, I married a Jewish man,” she
e-mailed. “I followed the Jewish faith
yet, in my heart, I always knew that
Page  • Florida Focus • October–November–December 2006

Jesus is the Messiah. I now
consider myself a Seventhday Adventist, but have
not been paying tithe.
Would you please send
some offering envelopes
to me so I don’t continue
stealing from God?”
Her request was
granted and, six days
later, she wrote back.
“Your envelopes arrived today. I will now
be reorganizing my
finances to include God.
After reading God’s promise in Malachi 3:10–11, I look forward
to seeing what He has in store for me.
“Just yesterday, I went shopping at
the mall with a friend, and I said, ‘I
won’t be able to buy anything today.’
Knowing that I am quite a shopper, she
was shocked. I even had a $10 coupon
in my purse to use at one of my favorite
stores. Instead of going in to shop, I
gave the coupon to my girlfriend to use
toward her purchase. As I waited outside the store, I was saying to myself,
‘No, you can’t spend any money right
now. You owe God money.’”
This testimony prompted Dr. Morris
to suggest, “Blessings to this listener
did not come in a shopping bag full
of ‘special deals,’ rather they came
in the contentment of knowing she
resisted, with God’s help, the compulsive purchase of nonessential items
she could not afford. Surely blessings will come to this dear member
of the Forest Lake web church family just as they will come to all who
honor God with their resources.”
One week later, Bill Webb, pastor of
the New Port Richey Church, spoke to
his congregation about syndromes associated with money. Among them was
the control syndrome, illustrated by
people who withhold financial support
to the church unless things change.
Pastor Webb illustrated this syndrome with a true story of a growing
church where a major donor stopped
the new pastor as he prepared to go

on the platform. “You’ve been here for
six months and a lot of things have
changed,” the influential member said.
“Unless certain things go back the way
they were, I’m withholding my tithe.”
The pastor replied, “What are you
telling me this for? Why don’t you tell
the One who ought to know?”
With that, he invited the church
member to kneel with him in the
hallway. “We’re going to pray
about it, brother,” said the pastor. “Please repeat after me, ‘Dear
God. I have chosen to rob you….’”
“Don’t say that,” the member interrupted. With that, the pastor got
off his knees and went out to preach
what he thought might be his last
sermon in that place. To his surprise,
the wealthy donor came back the
following week and said, “I want to
thank you. All the time, I thought
this was my church to control since
I contribute more than half the budget. Never again will I struggle with
these thoughts. Now, I realize this is
God’s church—He is the real owner.”
The problem in this story is not
the wealth. The real issue is that
money owned the influential member until he finally recognized
that everything belongs to God.
Matthew 6 reminds us, “Lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven (vs. 19);
for where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also (vs. 21); [and] seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you (vs. 33).
God’s mandate in Proverbs 3:9–10
is followed with a promise of blessing: “Honour the Lord with thy
substance, and with the first-fruits
of all thine increase: So shall thy
barns be filled with plenty.”
When these biblical mandates
are practiced, everything else will
fall into place so beautifully and so
simply. When God’s instructions are
followed, our walk with Him will
be sprinkled with words of blessing and He will open the windows of
heaven—just as He promises!

Lee Bennett

True Education At Its Finest
Collecting food for Thanksgiving baskets encourages students to serve others and look beyond themselves.
by Kelly Cauley

“A

ll this—for
us?” His
brown eyes sparkled
at me as his warm
words melted the cold
night. It had been a
long day. The start of
Thanksgiving vacation beckoned, but
first, a couple more
stops to make on that
crisp fall evening.
My teaching partner, Marcia Gifford,
along with Rosa Stiles,
a teacher at Phyllis
Wheatley Elementary
School in Apopka, and
I were finishing up
the last of that day’s
Thanksgiving baskets—a project begun
months before with
fifth graders at Forest
Lake Education Center
(FLEC) in Longwood.

As part of our
efforts to educate for
eternity, we strive
to integrate service opportunities
into our activities
throughout the year.
Monthly trips to
Florida Living Retirement Center as part of
our Adopt-a-Grandparent program, collecting donations for
hurricane victims,
gathering tabs from
soda cans for a Ronald
McDonald House,
and adopting families for Christmas are
among the venues that
encourage our students to look beyond
themselves and at the
people Jesus calls them
to serve. The yearly
Thanksgiving baskets
are part of that curriculum of service.

Through wonderful classroom parents
who poured their time
and resources into the
project earlier that day,
our students assembled enough baskets
to provide 53 families
with a full Thanksgiving dinner. Local businesses rounded out the
meals by donating turkeys and fresh rolls.
The Lord blessed
the efforts of those
involved. On that
school morning before
Thanksgiving break, I
witnessed my students
working in a spirit of
cooperation that I had
not seen all year as
they wrapped boxes in
festive orange paper.
When a FLEC parent
heard of the project,
he spontaneously
volunteered his time

and moving truck to
deliver the boxes to
Phyllis Wheatley Elementary where they
were unloaded and set
up for distribution to
families the school had
selected. As we distributed the food items
and wished each family a happy Thanksgiving, I treasured the
camaraderie between
FLEC teachers and
parents and the administration and staff
of Phyllis Wheatley.
Throughout the
afternoon, grateful,
kind, and gracious
families collected
their baskets. As the
sun dipped lower in
the sky, Rosa, Marcia,
and I set out to deliver
the last of the baskets
to individual homes.
So it was on that clear

fall night, as I reached
for a basket of food in
the trunk of a car, a
child stared into my
heart, “All this—for
us?” he asked.
“Yep,” I replied.
Not very eloquent,
but what does one
say to a child whose
expression of wonder
has encapsulated the
mission of Christian
education? I smiled
at him as we grasped
his family’s box and
hoisted it out together.
All this—for me,
Jesus? Uniting with
You in partnership
and watching as You
use us—Christian
teachers—to raise
up children who will
become partners with
You. Thanks to You,
Jesus, this is true education at its finest.
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Eat the “Bread of Life”
In 52 Weekly Bites
A love for scripture resulted in this Bible reading plan by Port Charlotte Church
member Wretha Lang. © 2006 Used by permission. www.ThisIsLifeEternal.org
Creator of Life
Week 1
Ecclesiastes
Psalms 8
Psalms 19
Psalms 65
Psalms 77
Genesis 1–11:9
Patriarchal Period
Week 2
Genesis 11:10–25:8
Psalms 61
Psalms 62
Psalms 66
Psalms 67
Psalms 73
Week 3
Genesis 25:9–36
Proverbs 3
Psalms 1
Psalms 3
Psalms 68–70
Week 4
Genesis 37–50
Proverbs 5–8
Song of Solomon
Moses & Israel
Week 5
Exodus 1–18
Psalms 11
Psalms 20
Psalms 78
Leviticus 1–17
Week 6
Exodus 19–40
Leviticus 18–27
Malachi 3
Week 7
Numbers 1–10:10
Hebrews 3
Proverbs 1–2
Week 8
Numbers 10:11–25
Hebrews 4
Week 9
Numbers 26–30
Hebrews 5:1–4
Proverbs 4, 9
Psalm 95

Week 10
Numbers 31–36
Acts 6:8–15
Acts 7
Proverbs 10–15
Week 11
Deuteronomy 1–4:43
Psalms 74
Psalms 76
Psalms 104
Psalms 105
Psalms 114
Psalms 135
Psalms 144–150
Week 12
Deuteronomy 4:44–26
Psalms 119:1-80
Week 13
Deuteronomy 27–30
Galatians
Week 14
Deuteronomy 31–34
Jude
Psalm 119:81-176
Joshua & Judges
Week 15
Joshua 1–13:7
Psalms 6
Psalms 7
Psalms 9
Psalms 10
Psalms 12
Psalms 13
Week 16
Joshua 13:8–19
Psalms 35
Psalms 47
Psalms 83
Psalms 116
Psalms 124
Week 17
Joshua 20–24
Psalms 18
Psalms 50
Psalms 53
Psalms 94
Week 18
Judges
Ruth
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Kings & Prophets
Week 19
I Samuel 1–7
Psalms 14–17
Proverbs 16–20
I Chronicles 1–9
Week 20
I Samuel 8–31
Psalms 26
Psalms 27
Psalms 30
Psalms 44
Week 21
II Samuel 1–10
I Chronicles 10–17
Psalms 42
Psalms 43
Psalms 45
Psalms 46
Week 22
II Samuel 11–24
Psalms 51
Psalms 52
I Chronicles 18–27
Week 23
I Kings 1–8
I Chronicles 28–29
Psalms 31–34
Psalms 71
Psalms 90
Psalms 102
Week 24
I Kings 9–11
Joel
II Chronicles 1–9
Psalms 28
Psalms 29
Week 25
I Kings 12–22
Amos
II Chronicles 10–22:9
Jonah
Psalm 128–134
Week 26
II Kings 1–20
Hosea
Obadiah
II Chronicles 22:10–32
Isaiah 1

Week 27
II Kings 21–25
Micah
Nahum
II Chronicles 33–36
Isaiah 36–39
Week 28
Habukkuk
Esther
Proverbs 21–24
Zephaniah
Week 29
Proverbs 25–29
Haggai
Jeremiah 30–52
Week 30
Ezra
Proverbs 30–31
Isaiah 2–35
Week 31
Nehemiah
Ezekiel 40–48
Psalms 136–143
Week 32
Job
Lamentations
Week 33
Daniel
Ezekiel 1–3
Revelation 1, 4
Week 34
Isaiah 40–48
I, II, III John
Malachi 1, 2
Week 35
Isaiah 49–57
John
Week 36
Jeremiah 26–29
Isaiah 58 –66
Revelation 19–22
Week 37
Jeremiah 1–25
(12 sermons)
Zechariah
Psalm 60
Week 38
Ezekiel 4–24
Psalms 36–41
Psalms 48
Psalms 49
Psalms 54
Psalms 55
Week 39
Ezekiel 25 –32
Psalms 56
Psalms 57
Psalms 63
Psalms 64

The Messiah Comes
Week 40
Ezekiel 33–39
Matthew
Psalms 21
Psalms 22
Week 41
Mark
Psalms 23–25
Psalms 84–89
Week 42
Luke
Psalms 90–93
God’s Church Grows
Week 43
Acts
(omit Chapter 7,
see Week 10)
Week 44
Romans
Psalms 96–101
Week 45
I and II Corinthians
Week 46
Ephesians
Philemon
Psalms 107–110
Week 47
I and II Thessalonians
Week 48
Colossians
Titus
Week 49
I and II Timothy
Philippians
Week 50
Hebrews
(omit Chapters 3
and 4, see
Weeks 7 and 8)
Week 51
I and II Peter
James
Psalms 117
Psalms 118
Psalms 120–123
Psalms 125–127
Victory Over
the Dragon—
Heaven Is Our Home
Week 52
Psalms 75
Revelation 2
Revelation 3
Revelation 5–18
(see Weeks 33
and 36)
Malachi 4

Planned Giving and Trust Services Announces

New Tax Rules for
Charitable Gifts From IRAs

A complete calendar is available online:

http://www.floridaconference.com/calendar.html
Ongoing Events– ––––––––––––––––––––––

Information Provided by
Crescendo Interactive, inc.

I

n order to help charities further
their good work, Congress recently changed the rules for charitable gifts made from individual
retirement accounts (IRAs). If you
are age 70½ and above, the Federal
government now permits you to roll
over amounts from your IRA to charity without claiming any increased
income or paying any additional tax.
These tax-free rollover gifts can
be any amount up to $100,000 in one
year. There are several reasons why
you might want to take advantage of
this special opportunity:
Perhaps you are considering your tax planning goals and would like to
make a major gift to charity. Like many individuals, your IRA may be the
largest asset in your estate. By making annual IRA charitable rollover gifts
up to $100,000, you can reach your goals of helping charity in a significant
way while reducing taxable income.
Your IRA has increased in value over the years and you have more income than you may need. The IRA rollover gift is a simple and easy way to
provide for your favorite charity while not increasing your taxable income.
Perhaps your charitable deductions for cash gifts this year have already
reached the Federal limit—50% of your adjusted gross income. Yet, you
would like to give even more. An IRA rollover gift makes this possible,
without paying more in taxes, by transferring excess funds from your
IRA to charity.
Learn more about IRA charitable rollover tax benefits or other charitable tax planning options online: plannedgiving.floridaconference.com.
You may also speak with an estate planning representative:
Florida Conference Association of Seventh-day Adventists
P.O. Box 2626
Winter Park, FL 32790–2626
(407) 644-5000
planned.giving@floridaconference.com

2
Wom00e7n’s
Ministries
Retreats
“Becoming
the Beloved ”

Coming Events

Place :
Cost:

Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.
$110–140 depending on
accommodations.
Main session plus tracks for teens
Tracks :
and women’s ministries directors,
Contact: sheryal.vandenberghe@floridaconference.com
or (407) 644-5000 x134.
Feb. 2–4: English. Speaker, Derek Morris.
Feb. 9–11: English. Speaker, Raquel Santillana.
Feb. 16–18: Spanish. Speaker, Raquel Santillana.
Feb. 23–25: English. Speaker, Nancy Melashenko.

Florida Pathfinder Events. http://www.floridapathfinders.com/
Singles’ Ministries Events. Spiritual study groups, fellowship dinners,
outings, and more. http://www.asamcf.org/, melody.west@ahss.org,
or (407) 292-1421.
Estate Services Clinics and Seminars.
Jan. 6. Pinellas Spanish.		
Feb. 17. Jacksonville First.
Jan. 20. Leesburg.		
Feb. 24. New Smyrna.
Jan. 27. Miami Central Spanish. Apr. 21-22. Miami Temple.
Feb. 3. Eliathah.
Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter Park: (800) 765-6955.
Miami: (305) 805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-7956.
Shop online: http://www.floridaconference.com/abc/
or order by e-mail: FloridaABC@floridaconference.com.
Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: http://www.floridaconference.com/churches/
Jan. 13: Jacksonville Southpoint. Jan. 14: Jacksonville First, Orange Cove,
St. Augustine, Palatka, Palm Coast.
Jan. 27: Naples. Jan. 28: Ft. Myers, Ft. Myers Shores, Arcadia, Lakeland,
Lakeview, Winter Haven.
Feb. 3: St. Petersburg. Feb. 4: Clearwater, New Port Richey, Spring Hill,
Brooksville, East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant City.
Feb. 17: Sunrise. Feb. 18: Plantation, Lauderhill.
Mar. 10: Tallahassee. Mar. 11: Perry, Ocala, Silver Springs Shores,
Belleview, Inverness.
Mar. 17: Port Charlotte. Mar. 18: North Port, Venice-Nokomis, Sarasota,
West Coast Christian Academy in Bradenton, Brandon, Tampa First.

January––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Revelation Offers Hope Evangelism Series. Jan. 19-Feb. 24. Apopka
Church. Presented by Ron Halvorsen. Meetings held FridayMonday nights at 7:15 p.m. Details: hope@apopkaadventist.fdn.com
or (407) 889‑2812.

February–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Women’s Ministries Retreats. Feb. 2-4, Feb. 9-11, Feb. 16-18, Feb. 23-25.
Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Details: see below, left.
Marriage Seminar. Feb. 10. Clearwater Church. Guest
speaker: David Speicher, CORE Ministries. Details:
rhoda.burrill@floridaconference.com or (407) 644‑5000 x136.
Adventist Heritage Ministries 25th Anniversary. February 23-24.
Details: see page 4.

March– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

North Florida Camp Meeting. Mar. 2-4. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.
Theme: The Family of God. Details and accommodations registration:
groups@campkulaqua.com or (386) 454‑1351.
Retired Church and Health Workers’ Retreat. Mar. 9-11. Pine Lake
Retreat, Groveland. Guest speaker: Robert Kloosterhuis. Musicians:
quartet from Forest City Spanish Church and patriotic music by
Betty and Albert Acosta. Cost: $50-75 depending on accommodations or $12.50 for Sabbath only (meal and registration). Details:
rhshepard@netzero.net or (407) 331‑8249.
Men’s Ministries Convention. Mar 9-11. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs.
Theme: Search & Rescue. Cost and details: to be announced.
Prayer Summit. Mar. 16-18. Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Theme:
To Know Him Is To Love Him. Guest speaker: Michelle Seibol,
Hawaii Conference prayer coordinator. Musicians: Michelle Touchstone, Glenn Aguirre, Gregg Aguirre, Jackie Espinosa. The Prayer
Summit will be preceded by a 10-day fast under the direction of
Mike Coe, Mt. Dora Church pastor. Youth and Spanish-language
tracks available. Cost: to be announced. Registration: (386) 454‑1351.
Prayer Summit details: pastorclearwater@yahoo.com or
(407) 644‑5000 x164. Ten-day Fast details: pastormike@lcccsda.com.
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Forest L ake Academy Campus Experiences Makeover

New sitting areas offer students more places to visit with schoolmates.
by Carolyn Jensen

T

he campus of
Forest Lake
Academy buzzed with
activity this past summer as staff members,
students, alumni,
parents, constituents,
and friends from the
community came to
paint, rip out old carpet, clean, weed flower
gardens, power wash
buildings and sidewalks, and tackle odd
jobs as part of an oldfashioned work bee.
Adirondack chairs in
warm garden settings
invite students to relax for lunch or study
among nature.

FLORIDA CONFERENCE

of Seventh-day Adventists
P.O. Box 2626
Winter Park, FL 32790-2626
(407) 644-5000
Fax: (407) 644-7550
Web: http://www.floridaconference.com/

A student and alumnus worked together to replace
old carpet in the Student Center. The music department also received new carpet and fresh paint.

Some workers went
out of their way to
provide water and prepare food in order to
keep up the energy of
the other volunteers.
The teamwork demonstrated by the group
produced extremely
outstanding results.
The grounds look neat
and trimmed. Garden chairs and tables
warm the campus. The
Terrace was created
near the cafeteria with
tables where students
can relax, eat, and do
homework or other
outdoor activities.
The classroom
building was scrubbed
clean in preparation
for school to begin.
The blue panels out-

side the building were
painted to match the
brick color, providing a facelift to the
overall appearance
of the campus. The
music department
received a complete
makeover with new
carpet, paint, and
office furniture.
“The campus looks
very inviting, and the
music building is so
attractive,” says Principal Gloria Becker. “I
really appreciate the
support and work of
the volunteers. Their
efforts have given a
new lease on life to
tired grounds and
buildings. I’m extremely pleased with
the results!”
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