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MM
ike Cauley was elected presi-
dent of the Florida Confer-
ence, September 28, 2003, at

the 67th regular Constituency Meeting.
Local church members were among the
hundreds of voting delegates represent-
ing 205 congregations.

Re-elected as executive secretary at
the triennial session was Evan Valencia.
Valencia joined Florida Conference June
1, 1999. He previously served Gulf
States Conference as executive secretary.

Also elected was Tom Verrill as trea-
surer. Verrill replaced Randee Reynolds
as treasurer in June 2003. Verrill served
as treasurer of the Southern New Eng-
land Conference in Massachusetts for
the previous seven years. Reynolds is

now vice president of the Florida Con-
ference Association responsible for

development of Conference-
owned properties including
Forest Lake Academy.

Florida Conference is com-
prised of a rapidly growing,
diverse membership which
includes churches serving local
communities in nine languages
from Tallahassee to Key West.
It also operates a 41-school
educational system which in-

cludes distributed education via
the internet, and two camps with

retreat facilities.
During the triennium,

2000–2002, 13 companies and 21
churches were organized. Member-

ship grew from 45,102 to 52,129—
an increase of 9.25%. The current

membership is 53,844.
—Cindy Kurtzhals
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T
here is much
to learn as I
embark upon

this new responsibility,
but I would like to
share with you some of
the things that God has
taught our family since
we moved away from
Florida in 1988.

I have learned that
the Lord uses conse-
crated weakness. Read-
ing a biography of the
great missionary to
China, Hudson Taylor,
I discovered that, when
he visited North
America and spoke in
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GREETINGS FROM MIKE AND DOTTIE CAULEY

Toronto,
the people
were not
impressed.
A news-
paper
reporter
wrote that
no one
would have
gone to
hear him
preach
except his
name was
“Hudson
Taylor.” He

didn’t seem to be pow-
erful or influential.
Taylor told his travel-
ing companion, “You
know, it’s all true, but

God blesses conse-
crated weakness.”

During his lifetime,
he raised up thousands
of lay workers and 800
full-time missionaries.
More than 30,000
people gave their hearts
to Jesus through the
work of the China
Inland Mission.

The second thing I
know about God is that
He blesses people who
are totally dependent
upon Him. I consider
the financial challenges
that we currently face
in Florida Conference
to be one of the greatest

things that has hap-
pened because it will
cause us to depend
upon the Lord more
than we have had to
depend upon Him in
some time.

The Lord has
allowed us to go down
this path in order for us
to be more intentional
about our primary
mission—personally
leading people to Jesus,
discipleship, and
spiritual renewal.

The third thing I
know is that God
blesses praying to-
gether. The greatest
battles which will be
won in this Conference

are not going to be won
through finance. They
are not going to be won
through committees.
They are going to be
won through praying
together, and so today,
I am asking you to say,
“Mike, I’m going to
pray with you. I’m
going to pray for God
to bless His work in
Florida.” We’re going to
see the gates of hell
shaken. If you will join
me in being a prayer
warrior for Jesus and
His Church in Florida,
God’s Spirit will work.

opportunities of seeing the Lord’s work
progress in our churches, and the close rela-
tionship with the office staff and pastoral
families, have been most rewarding.

With our decision to ask for reassignment
with a lighter responsibility for a while, we
are thankful that our Executive Committee
has invited us to serve in the area of develop-
ment for our academies and camp ministries.

As was highlighted in this year’s theme,
Faithful ’til He Comes, we are grateful for
God’s faithfulness to us and to the Florida
Conference. We look forward to the future
with great confidence that Christ will lead
His church forward to its glorious destiny.

With our new leadership change, we

A WORD FROM LEWIS
AND ANNE HENDERSHOT

D
ear
Florida
Confer-

ence Family:
We have had the

privilege of serv-
ing this Confer-
ence for the last
three years as
president and
director of shep-
herdesses. Our

commit our-
selves in full sup-
port of Elder
Mike and Dottie
Cauley, our new
president and
his wife, and the
work they will be
doing here in
their service to
the Lord.

Let’s continue
to pray for one
another and
encourage one
another to re-
main faithful
until Jesus
comes.

Sincerely in
His service,
–Lewis and Anne
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“Christ’s method alone will give true success

in reaching the people. The Savior mingled with people

as one who desired their good. He showed His

sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won

their confidence. Then, He bade them, ‘Follow me.’”

                                —Ministry of Healing, p. 143

Watch for more about
Mike and Dottie Cauley

in Gordon
Retzer’s Van-
tage Point in
Southern Tid-
ings, Novem-
ber 2003,
page 2. Also,

a video message from
President Cauley will be
presented in all Florida
Conference churches in
the near future.
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EAST CENTRAL—Ken Bradley, Florida Hospital; Kelly
Lee, South Orlando; Jack Leach, Winter Springs.

GULF—Naomi Olsen, Lakeland; Minervino Labrador,
Clearwater; Lionel Fuentes, Jr., Tampa First.

NORTH—Charles Ferguson, Gainesville;
John Davis, High Springs.

LOWER GOLD—Eric Allen, Maranatha; Eric Cantillo,
Miami Central; Jesus Uriarte, Westchester Spanish;
Burnett Robinson, Norland; Peter Hernandez, Hialeah
Springs Spanish; Robert Boggess, Miami Temple.

RIDGE—Del Blake, Ft. Myers; Dale Wolfe, Pt. Charlotte.
UPPER GOLD—Mally Chrulski, Ft. Pierce; Lynn

Jimenez, Boynton Beach; Wayne Hamilton, Eliathah;
Libney Dubreuze, Shiloh.

WEST CENTRAL—Bennie Tillman, Apopka; Jim
Appel, Markham Woods; Caesar Evangelista, Mt. Dora;
Myrtle Thomas, Lady Lake; Terry Pooler, Forest Lake.

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS AS DEFINED BY THE
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS—Mike Cauley,
president; Evan Valencia, secretary; Tom Verrill, trea-
surer; Abel Paulín, Spanish-language ministries coor-
dinator; Jim Epperson, superintendent of education;
Don Jernigan, Florida Hospital president; Robert
Jones, lay advisory chairperson.EL
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Shekinah French 4/23/00
Advent Praise & Worship Center 1/1/01
Romanian Adventist Temple 2/1/01
Haines City Spanish 10/13/01
South Orlando Spanish 10/13/01
Dunnellon 12/1/01
Hollywood 8/10/02
Elim Haitian 10/5/02
Palm Coast Portuguese 3/1/03
Clearwater Spanish 5/17/03
Covenant 7/12/03
Palm Harbor 8/16/03
Buenaventura Lakes Spanish 9/20/03

Altamonte Springs Spanish 5/20/00
New Community 6/10/00
Communities West 7/19/00
Hialeah Springs Spanish 9/9/00
Lake City Spanish 9/9/00
White Springs Spanish 9/9/00
Palmetto-Tampa Spanish 9/16/00
Pine Hills Spanish† 9/16/00
Poinciana Spanish 9/23/00
Brazilian Chapel Deerfield Beach 5/23/01
Howey-in-the-Hills 1/5/02
Lake Worth-Lantana 9/21/02
Marion Oaks Spanish 9/28/02
Lehigh Acres 12/14/02
Umatilla 3/15/03
Temple Adventiste de West Palm Beach 4/26/03
Indiantown Spanish 5/10/03
Miami Beach Brazilian 5/10/03
West Dade Spanish 9/6/03
South Dade Spanish 9/20/03
Palm Springs 9/27/03
† On August 19, 2002, the Ocoee Spanish company merged with the Pine Hills Spanish
    church. The combined congregation was renamed the Silver Star Spanish church.

PRE-SESSION MEETINGS HELD IN AUGUST

T
he business
of the Church
is a process

which includes del-
egates from each
church. Collectively,
they elect officers and
Executive Committee
members, and make
decisions about the
work of the Church
in Florida.

Delegates attended
one of seven regional
meetings. They heard
reports from Confer-
ence administrators,
received printed departmental
reports, elected representatives

CONSTITUENCY MEETING—SEPTEMBER 28, 2003
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“Today, you’ll spend time wrangling over the constitution. You’ll look at
every word and wonder if it’s just right. You’ll look at financial statements
and budgets. You’ll have the opportunity to debate things. You’ll consider
people who are going to lead this Conference during the next term. In the
final analysis, you’ll look to Jesus and the fields that are ripe to harvest.”
—Guest Hal Thomsen, assistant to the North American Division president
for administration.  And that’s just what happened, September 28, 2003.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM FLORIDA’S NEWEST CHURCHES
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to the Nominating Committee, asked
questions, and suggested priorities.
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T
he students
and staff of
Forest Lake

Academy (FLA) send
their thanks to the
many members of
Florida Conference
who contributed so
generously when the
Share the Dream offer-
ing was taken in the
churches August 30—
just at the beginning
of the school year.

These Share the
Dream funds which

{  }Thank  You, FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THE FUND—$11,781.05

John Wheaton, principal, Forest Lake Academy

you gave will make a
significant difference
for students and their
families who stepped
out in faith to attend
Forest Lake Academy.
Without your assis-
tance, some students
could not be here.

With the increasing
economic crunch and
increasing costs of Sev-
enth-day Adventist
high school education,
many families can no
longer realize their

dream for their
children without the
assistance of others.

Through this
special Share the
Dream offering, you’ve
helped our students
be able to realize their
dream of a quality,
Seventh-day Adventist
Christian high school
experience.

Thank you, again,
for helping them fulfill
their dream.

—John Wheaton

SHARE THE DREAM

What Should a Church Do If Its
First Elder Has Never Read the Bible?

Teach Him to Read

T
eaching Sev-
enth-day Ad-
ventist adults

and children in Nicara-
gua to read is a coopera-
tive endeavor made
possible by funds to be
raised this fall through
Florida Conference’s
Hope For Humanity/
Ingathering campaign
and from the Inter-
American Division.

It is estimated that as
many as 400,000 of the
two million members of
the Inter-American
Division have not yet
learned to read and
write. The partnership
in mission that this

adult literacy program
represents will provide
a way for members to
read the Scripture as
well as serve as a
springboard to im-
prove their standard of
living.

This program will
be conducted in the
churches and will be
targeted first to church
members and then to
the community.

“This program pre-
sents an exciting oppor-
tunity to use the local
church as a center for
spiritual and commu-
nity development which
will be especially mean-
ingful inasmuch as so
many of our Conference
constituency are from
the Inter-American
Division,” says Richard
O’Ffill, campaign coor-
dinator. Adult literacy

Miami Temple Pastor Bob Boggess, center, visited a
literacy project in Nicaragua. When one church’s
adult literacy program was over, 35 adults decided
to become Seventh-day Adventist Christians.

programs will be held in
Spanish, English, and
French Creole.

“On a recent visit to
one of the literacy pro-
grams, I stood by a
grandma as she read the
Bible to me. It brought
a tear to my eye,” says
O’Ffill. “Here was a
woman who had gone
to church all her life,
who had heard other
people read the Bible,

and who could now fi-
nally read it for herself.
It is hoped our mem-
bers will be generous
in this year’s Hope For
Humanity/Ingathering.”

There are 700 students in Nicaragua already, and
projects have also started in Haiti.

Mark your tithe
envelope on the
line—Hope For
Humanity or use
the special Hope for
Humanity envelopes
at your church.
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—Denise Hoebeke
Reprinted from News and Views,
Teachers Give-and-Take column,

Florida Conference office of education

The class I never wanted consisted of 14 first
graders and two second graders (14 boys and
two girls). Entering the classroom bouncing

and yelling, they electrified one another, did not
complete work, and did not follow rules. By Janu-
ary, I had become merely a large object in the class-
room to be avoided by them. I panicked!

Then, a miracle happened. I was introduced to
the book, Positive Discipline in the Classroom, by
Jane Nelson. Nelson wrote that maintaining posi-

tive discipline involves hold-
ing class meetings that teach students life skills
and empower them to take responsibility for
their behavior. Students practice listening,
taking turns, hearing different points of view,
and negotiating. I watched, amazed, as my
students developed critical-thinking, decision-
making, and problem-solving skills.

The class that was not to be controlled be-
came the class that controlled themselves. By
May, they were attending to their work and self-
monitoring their noise level for an hour at a
time. The class I never wanted turned out to be
the class I always needed to motivate me to learn
how to equip my students with tools for success
in school and beyond.

Denise Hoebeke gathered her students around
her at the beginning of the 2003–2004 year, ready
to equip this new class with tools for success in
school and beyond.

I
t worked. David
Gardner called the
Mandarin News to see

if they’d do an article about
two of his teachers. They’d
taken a month of their
summer vacation time to
get extensive training and
come back to facilitate
change and innovation at
Jacksonville Adventist
Christian Academy.

The Mandarin News
liked the idea and did one
on him, too, since he was
the new principal in town.

The 63 column inches
about Tammy Overstreet,

Linda Herbert, and
Gardner, appeared in the
August 7 St. Johns River
Pilot Edition and was
obtained for free with his
interest and a phone call.

“Members of the com-
munity are potential clien-
tele,” says Gardner. “They
need to know our school is
a viable opportunity and
staff extend themselves to
provide good and even bet-
ter education for the area.
We are learning current
methods and keeping up
with the cutting edge.”

—Cindy Kurtzhals

JACKSONVILLE TEACHERS
GET MEDIA COVERAGE

“Our mission is to

create a grace-filled

environment that

will provide teachers

and students an

ideal place for

continual growth

toward their God-

given potential.”

—Sandra Doran



PAGE 6  •  FLORIDA FOCUS  •  SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER 2003

total of $54,838.45.
Your sacrificial gifts
have enabled many to
carry out the words of
the Master, “Go there-
fore and make disciples
of all the nations.”

Since then, with the
assistance of these
funds, many evangelis-
tic efforts have been
conducted by pastors
and lay members
around the state.

Some of the cities
where our Florida
Conference evangelists
have preached the
Good News are: St.
Augustine, Miami,
Buenaventura Lakes
in the Kissimmee area,
Perry, Coral Springs,
Haines City, Poinciana,
Hernando, Interlachen,

{  }Thank  You, FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO FLORIDA
EVANGELISM AT CAMP MEETING—$54,838.45

Plymouth/Sorrento,
Sarasota, and High
Springs.

Hundreds have
come to know the Lord
and have been wel-
comed into the Church
through baptism and
profession of faith.

There is still much
more to do and many
more people to tell of
Jesus’ love and His

PATHFINDER/ADVENTURER LEADERS—THE RIGHT CHOICE

L
eaders, even if
you aren’t the
best choice for

the job, you’re the right
one because God has
chosen you!” This
message by physician
and motivational
speaker, Richard Neil,
M.D., of Loma Linda,
California, energized
the 608 Pathfinder and
Adventurer directors
and staff members at
their annual leadership
convention July 25-27
in Orlando.

“Julie Bacon, con-
vention director, and
Sherry Johnson, her
co-director and
mother, planned and
implemented one of
the best Pathfinder
leadership conventions

ever held in Florida,”
says Cheeko Cotta,
Florida Conference
Pathfinder director.
Bacon and Johnson
are members of the
Clermont and St.

Petersburg churches.
Expert Christian

speakers from the fields
of law enforcement,
juvenile justice, and
teen leadership ad-
dressed critical issues

in 10 seminar tracks.
Topics included:
• Drug Use Today—

Straight Facts!
• Sexual Predators—

How to Recognize
Them—How to
Protect Your Kids

• Sex and Our Youth—
What Do They Face?

• Who is Tampering
With Our Young
Minds Today?
Attendees expressed

appreciation to con-
vention planners for
addressing sensitive
and timely issues.

—Martin Butler,
Cindy Kurtzhals

Florida Conference Executive Secretary Evan
Valencia, center, was invested as a Master Guide at
the leadership convention.

Representatives from 61 Pathfinder clubs and 22
Adventurer clubs gathered at the Adam’s Mark Hotel
in Orlando for their annual convention.
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O
ur hearts are
filled with
gratitude to

you, our members,
for your offerings for
evangelism in the
Florida Conference.

A special offering

“

desire for their lives.
More than 16 million
Floridians are within
the boundaries of our
responsibility and
influence.

We thank you, in ad-
vance, for your contin-
ued, systematic giving
throughout the year.

Once again, thank
you for giving.

—Abel Paulín

Abel Paulín, evangelism coordinator

day was designated at
Camp Meeting on the
Forest Lake Academy
campus and at every
church around our
Conference—May 31.

Thank you for giv-
ing so generously—a

L
E

E
 B

E
N

N
E

T
T



SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER 2003  •  FLORIDA FOCUS  •  PAGE 7

Once upon a time, there were
half-a-dozen surfing buddies
in Florida who dreamed of

catching magnificent waves off
Costa Rica’s beautiful sandy shores.
Then, as if someone hit them over
the head with a surfboard, their
thoughts turned from self-serving to
serving others.

Soon, their
adopted motto
from Ministry
of Healing be-
came the driv-
ing force of their
itinerary, “Christ’s
method alone will
give true success in
reaching the people.
The Savior mingled with people as
one who desired their good. He
showed His sympathy for them,
ministered to their needs, and won
their confidence. Then, He bade
them, ‘Follow me.’” p. 143.

The group adopted the handle,
“Surf & Serve,” and sent out an invi-
tation for others—surfer-types and
those who weren’t—to join them on
a mission trip. Three churches got
on board as 33 people from Apopka,
East Pasco, and Forest Lake flew to
Tamarindo, Costa Rica, on August 4

Surf’s Great: Serving’s Better
to serve for one week.

And serve, they did. With no
Adventist church within two-and-a-
half hours, they helped a  local high
school with landscaping, plumbing,
irrigation, and painting. Two physi-
cians who came along diagnosed the
sick and dispensed medicine. Cloth-

ing, toys, and
literature were
distributed.
Someone
hummed the
song, “Love

helps those who
cannot help

themselves.”
By the second day,

local merchants and
town’s people realized they had
never seen anything like it—a group
that had come not just to surf, but to
serve. In fact, the only time found to
surf was in each day’s dawning hours
before the village awoke. Then, it was
back to serving again.

Yes. God blessed. Seeds were
planted. Relationships were built.
Joy was abundant and so were tears.
Those who served had never felt
anything like it. Their lives will never
be the same.

—Bill CroftonM
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T
hese three
days have
been the

best of our mar-
riage,” wrote a Clear-
water couple at the
fall Marriage Com-
mitment weekend at
Camp Kulaqua. “We
love and appreciate
each other more
than we did before.”

“This is the clos-
est our marriage has
been in six years,”
said another couple.
“The spiritual re-
newal of the retreat
was like medicine
for our marriage.”

“ ference family life min-
istries directors, hosted
the event, assisted by
volunteer team couples,
Jerry and Esther Woods,
Boynton Beach church
members, and Lief and
Marla Sorensen from
the Apopka church.

soon—DVD or VHS.
Life-changing

seminars included
conflict manage-
ment, family finance,
communication
skills, parenting
skills, and sexuality.

Communion and
the Ordinance of
Humility (foot wash-
ing) followed Satur-
day night’s banquet
at tables arranged as
a cross. Couples then
renewed their wed-
ding vows.

The next Seminar
is Valentine’s week-
end, February 13-15.

—Ken Bryant

Thirty-six Florida
couples attended the
September 5-7 week-
end “to help good mar-
riages—and some
which weren’t so
good—to be better.”

Ken and Helen
Bryant, Florida Con-

Couples found the
confidential 16 Person-
ality Factor (16PF) In-
ventory most valuable
in helping to under-
stand themselves and
each other. The 90-
minute personality re-
view was videotaped
and will be available

H
E

L
E

N
 B

R
YA

N
T

Couples reviewed their personality inventory results.

HELPING MARRIAGES BE BETTER
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“Bring ye all the tithes

into the storehouse,

that there may be meat

in mine house, and prove

me now herewith,

saith the Lord of hosts,

if I will not open you

the windows of heaven,

and pour you out a

blessing, that there shall

not be room enough

to receive it.”

—Malachi 3:10

“I WANTED HIM TO
GET MY MONEY”

an ombudsman reporter, made arrangements
with the Jantzen world headquarters across the
street from our station for every on-air person to
go there and get two complete outfits for free—
every six months. That was several hundreds
of dollars of clothing, free, every six months.
Jantzen, famous for swimsuits, also manufactured
corporate wear and would get free advertising on
our station as a result of the program director’s
trade. This was one of my first tangible blessings
of tithing.

I wasn’t even an Adventist yet, but I wrote my
first tithe check to “God”—care of the Sunnyside
Seventh-day Adventist Church. I wanted HIM to
get my money.

The evangelist, Gerald Hardy, holding a series
of meetings at the church, explained that, when
we return our tithe, the Lord blesses. His practical
illustrations included that our linoleum can last
longer on our floors, the gas can go farther in our
tanks, and the roofs can last longer on our houses.
I believed that my gas started lasting longer and,
today, I believe my roof has lasted longer. I feel my
house has been protected…of course, having had
two Doberman dogs has helped, too.

Early on in my tithing, my grandmother sent
me a check unexpectedly for
$29. Another time, the secre-

tary of the station’s general
manager called me to come pick

up a reimbursement check and I
told her the amount was probably

a certain figure. She was flabber-
gasted as it was the very amount I

needed to pay my Auto Club (AAA)
membership. When I attended the

Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts se-
ries with Bill Gothard, he told experi-

ence after experience of how God sends
just the amount needed.

Later, working at the Adventist Media Center,
our wages were much less than today. A friend
and I were in the hills of Camarillo, California,
looking for cans and bottles to recycle to generate
extra cash. In the dirt and mud, amidst those
cans and bottles, was a $5 bill. I was SO excited.
I nearly flew to the grocery store and, very ani-
matedly, told the cashier how God blessed me
with this $5 bill because I tithe and now I could
get a few grocery items.

A few evenings later, I heard a noise outside my
home and took a flashlight to look around. As I
shined my light around the yard, there was an-
other $5 bill lying in the grass. God seemed to be
sending money from Heaven! In sharing my tith-
ing blessings with a coworker, he told me that God
doesn’t always send money, yet creates opportuni-
ties where we can earn extra money…like over-
time at work. That was helpful in my education as
a new Adventist Christian.

One older woman, faithful with church and
prayer meeting attendance, said she had just
started tithing—that she could never afford it
before. I was shocked. At the evangelistic meetings
I attended, I learned that the tithe check needs to
be the first check I write and all other financial
matters will fall into place. The evangelist told of
God’s Providence with experience after experi-
ence. That woman missed out on decades of
blessings and a financial partnership with God.

Today, I even feel blessed by God when we can
enjoy buffet lunches after attendees to a meeting
in the Conference office meeting room have been
served their meal.

One employee discounted my simple tithing
testimonials after one worship. I felt a little bad,
but then thought, I feel bad for him that nothing
like this had happened in his life. These may seem
like simple little stories, but they are His-story in
my life.

Watch for the next issue when St. Petersburg Pastor
John Wolfe shares exciting stories of God’s Provi-
dence when he challenged his congregation to be

faithful in their tithes and offerings. Two unexpected
gifts valued at more than $10,000 were received.

T
he program
director of
KATU-TV,

Channel 2, in Portland,
Oregon, the ABC affili-
ate where I worked as

Cindy Kurtzhals, editor, director of communication
L
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{  }Thank  You, LORD, FOR THE FUNDS



C  
 amp Kulaqua  
  made a big  
 splash Septem-

ber 7, 2003, with its 
latest attraction, River 
Ranch Water Park, at a 
special open house for 
the surrounding High 
Springs community. 
An earlier open house 
for Florida Confer-
ence constituents was 
held August 24 during 
the camp’s 50th an-
niversary celebration 
weekend. 

According to 
Camp Administrative 
Director Phil Younts, 
more than 2,000 
people turned out for 
the community event. 

“People came who 
have lived in this area 
half their lives and 
had never been to the 

camp,” says Younts. 
“This open house 
was our way of saying 
‘thank-you’ to them 
for letting us be a part 
of their community 
during the past 50 
years.” 

Visitors were 
impressed with the 
new wave pool and 
the lazy river as well as 
the go-cart track and 
the horseback-riding. 
Other camp facilities 
open to the public 
included the nature 
center and zoo, pony 
rides, miniature golf, 

T he colorful mural at the new wave pool  
 was painted by Myrna Wright, formerly 

with the children’s ministries department at 
Florida Conference.  Wright spent the month 
of July 2003 at Camp Kulaqua painting the mu-
ral, one 4' x 8' concrete panel at a time, in the 
air conditioned gymnatorium balcony. With 
the image projected on the 19 panels, Wright 
painted over the outlined model in front of her. 
“I couldn’t have painted the mural without the 
help of Burton, my husband. I also mixed a lot 
of prayer with my paint.”

ANNOUNCING!!! OUR NEWEST AND WETTEST ADVENTURE

≈RIVER RANCH≈
A pool complex

featuring a  Wave Pool

and a Float Lazy River

designed to accommodate

600 guests.

NOW OPEN
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S 
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and swimming in the 
camp’s spring. 

“We’re glad that so 
many people enjoyed 
the water park and we 
hope they will come 
back again,” says Kevin 
Rulapaugh, the camp’s 
aquatic director. 

River Ranch’s 
facilities are available 
by reservation. For 
further information or 
to make reservations, 
visit Kulaqua’s web site 
at http://www.camp 
kulaqua.com/ or call 
(386) 454-1451. 

—Terry Hall



STAFF CHANGES
The following staff changes are not added

positions. Funding is provided from vacancies
of previous Conference office positions.

CONFERENCE
UNDERTREASURER

Kim Johnson was voted as
Conference undertreasurer by
the Executive Committee on
August 3.

He previously served for 20 years as
associate treasurer at Northern New
England Conference in Portland, Maine.

Johnson replaces the previous under-
treasurer, Vickie Monday.

CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

Rhoda Burrill was voted as
director of children’s ministries
by the Executive Committee on
August 3.

Burrill, a registered nurse, has worked with
children’s ministries since the age of 14 and has
served as children’s ministries director and
Pathfinder leader at several churches.

She replaces the previous director, Donna
Williams, who has retired.

YOUTH OUTREACH
DIRECTOR

Ben Dawson was appointed
youth outreach director for the
Conference publishing depart-
ment on August 1.

Dawson was one of the three youth workers
who helped launch the Southern Outreach
Leadership School (SOULS) in Groveland
and continued with the school for five years.

He replaces Charlie Kendall who is now a
pastor in Minnesota. —Lee Bennett

HONORING OUR RETIREES FOR THEIR
YEARS OF DENOMINATIONAL SERVICE

September 2003 Lewis Bush
September 2003 John Marshall

October 2003 Robert Kerr
November 2003 Donna Williams

Thank you for your  dedicated service. Best
wishes as you begin a new chapter of your life.
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PILIPINO—

VIETNAMESE—

KOREAN—

JUGOSLAVIAN—

FRANÇAIS—

HEBREW—

JUGOSLAVIAN—
Veran dok
On ne dodje…

…Bogu
…porodici
…Crkvi
…misiji

FRANÇAIS—
Sois Fidèle á…

…Dieu
…ta Famille
…ton Eglise
…ta mission

Jusqu’au retour
de Jésus!

HEBREW—

ENGLISH—

ESPAÑOL—

PORTUGUÊS—

ENGLISH—
Faithful ’til
He Comes…

…to God
…to Family
…to Church
…to Mission

ESPAÑOL—
Fieles hasta
que Él venga…

…a Dios
…a la familia
…a la iglesia
…a nuestra

misión

PORTUGUÊS—
Fiéis até que
Ele venha…

…à Deus
…à Família
…à Igreja
…à Missão

J
esus, the Son of
God, has Himself
established the
Church and pro-

mised to dwell in its
midst. —Matt. 18:20.

“The Church is
God’s appointed
agency for the salvation
of men…. The Church
is God’s fortress, His
city of refuge, which
He holds in a revolted

Faithful to the Church
world….

He has sent
forth His an-

gels to minister
to the Church, and

the gates of hell have
not been able to prevail
against His people.”
—Acts of the Apostles,
pp. 9-12.

God’s promise to
care for His Church is
based on His faithful-
ness. He is a faithful
God. His protection to
His Church is constant,
unchangeable, and will
remain in place until

He comes.
As His children, we

are also called to be
faithful to His body on
earth, the Church. We
can show that faithful-
ness by being good
stewards of the time,
the talents, and the fi-
nancial means that He
has entrusted to us.

He has promised to
never leave us or for-
sake us. —Hebrews
13:5. Therefore, let us
remain faithful to Him
and to His Church ’til
He comes! —Luc Pierre

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 50TH

• Crawford and Gloria Pierce were married
September 6. They are members of the Port
Charlotte church.

• Aston and Olive Waite were married October
3. They are members of the Norland church.

PILIPINO—
Tapat Hanggang sa
Kanyang Pagdating…

…sa Diyos
…sa Pamilya
…sa Iglesya
…sa Misyon

VIETNAMESE—
Trung Tín Vó’i:

…Dû’c Chúa Trò’i
…Gia Dình
…Hô· i Thánh
…Chú’c Vu·

Cho -Dến Khi
Chúa Tro?’ La· i

KOREAN—

You are one of 53,844 “advertisers” (members) in Florida Conference who
can share Bibleinfo.com with others. Information about 350 topics is avail-
able in 15 languages online or by phone, 1-800-97-BIBLE, 24 hours a day.

Invite your hairdresser, auto mechanic, health care providers, friends,
coworkers, and family members to get answers to their Bible questions.



SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER 2003  •  FLORIDA FOCUS  •  PAGE 11

The building of
churches is a

people thing—active
Building Committee members and chairper-
son working with city officials on permits, in-
spections, and approvals; members raising
funds in the community, making their own
systematic contributions, and also giving
sacrificially. It’s people sweating who are
pouring concrete, putting tar paper on the
roof, and people planning luncheons and
attending grand openings, ground
breakings, and mortgage burnings.

It’s a God thing—using people to bring
others into a loving relationship with Him
here and for eternity.

The West Palm Beach First        congregation,
led by Pastor Richard Moseley,        at podium,
opened their doors to a brand new sanctuary

July 19. Members faithfully worshiped in their
fellowship hall for 18 years while funds were
amassed for their 8,376-sq.-ft., 454-seat        sanc-
tuary. Pastor Quinton and Sharon Burks pastored
the church for 141/

2 years until January 2002.
The Deltona Spanish church broke ground

for the second church home in their history. Ex-
periencing large church attendance with standing
room only at their Yorkshire location in the north
part of Deltona, they sold the facility and cur-
rently rent a location. The new site is on Doyle
Road in south Deltona. Local newspapers carried
many articles about the ground breaking.

The DeBary church        hosted Southern
Union, Florida Conference,        city, and county
officials        at a two-day grand opening, Septem-
ber 6-7. The late Lois Whitesell wanted to have a
church in Orange City and her idea was given
wings and legs when Elder Ernest Steed moved to
the area and had the same idea. The million-dol-
lar facility is nearly debt free.         “Gerda, all those
garage sales were worth it…Cora, all those spa-
ghetti dinners were worth it,” said previous Pastor
Brendan White. Retirees gave bountifully from
retirement funds—$100 even came from China.

Seventy known miracles have led to the Jensen
Beach church’s        ground breaking on September
14. The 139-member congregation is building a
12,000-sq.-ft., 400-seat facility. The seller of the
land accepted nearly half price. Lightning struck
the land and fire burned the underbrush, saving
the congregation $10,000 in clearing costs. Con-
struction costs will be 40% less and members will
volunteer $100,000 in labor. The 17-acre site        is
on Midport Road in the middle of Port St. Lucie.

—Cindy Kurtzhals
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t’s a people thing—people sharing the gospel, people making decisions for the Lord,
people needing facilities in which to worship, and where parents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, or guardians can bring their children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.

t’s a people thing—people sharing the gospel, people making decisions for the Lord,
people needing facilities in which to worship, and where parents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, or guardians can bring their children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.

PHOTOS: WEST PALM BEACH, CINDY KURTZHALS;
DELTONA SPANISH, NANCY VALENCIA;
DEBARY/ORANGE CITY, CINDY KURTZHALS;
JENSEN BEACH, STEPHEN RENFROW.
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Florida Pathfinder Events—
http://www.floridapathfinders.com/

Singles’ Ministries Events—
(407) 292-1421 or mwest@ahss.org

Singles’ Ministries Spiritual Study
Group—Every Friday evening. Forest
Lake church, classroom #4. 7:30 p.m.
Details: Melody West, (407) 292-1421,
or mwest@ahss.org

OCTOBER ——————
40 Days of Purpose Campaign—Every

Sabbath through Nov. 15. 10:45 a.m.
Jacksonville Mandarin church. Com-
prehensive campaign focuses on learn-
ing to live with the joy and purpose for
which we were created. Details: http://
www.mandarinsda.org/purpose.htm
or purpose@mandarinsda.org.

Florida Outdoor Club. Camping, rest, and
Christian fellowship. Held the second
weekend of every month through May
9 at Florida Baptist Youth Camp on
County Road 33, three miles north of
Mascotte. Details: (407) 774-8945.

Spanish-language Marriage Commit-
ment Seminar—Oct. 31-Nov. 2. Pine
Lake Retreat, Groveland. Cost: $195.
Pre-registration and payment re-
quired. Details: (407) 644-5000 x150.

NOVEMBER —————
Evangelistic Series.
Nov. 1-Dec. 31. Plant City Spanish.

Herma Serpa.
Nov. 29-Dec. 20. Melbourne Spanish.

Rolando and Rebeca de los Ríos.
Singles’ Ministries Fellowship Dinners.
Nov. 1. Florida Hospital.
Nov. 8. Forest Lake.
Nov. 15. Kress Memorial.
Nov. 22. Seminole Meadows.
Nov. 29. Orlando Central.
Estate Services Clinics and Seminars.
Nov. 1. Punta Gorda.
Nov. 8. Avon Park Spanish.
Dec. 6. Palm Coast.

Florida Adventist Book Center. Winter
Park: (800) 765-6955. Miami: (305)
805-9900. High Springs: (386) 454-
7956. Shop online: www.adventist-
fl.com/abc/ or order by e-mail:
FloridaABC@southernunion.com.

Florida Adventist Bookmobile Schedule.
Maps to churches: www.adventist-
fl.com/churchmaps/

Nov. 1. St. Petersburg.
Nov. 2. Clearwater, New Port Richey,

Spring Hill, Brooksville, East Pasco in
Zephyrhills, Plant City.

Nov. 8. Naples.
Nov. 9. Ft. Myers, Ft. Myers Shores,

Arcadia, Lakeland, Lake View in
Haines City, Winter Haven.

Nov. 15. Port Charlotte.
Nov. 16. North Port, Venice-Nokomis,

Sarasota, Bradenton, Brandon,
Tampa First.

Nov. 22. Key West.
Nov. 23. Marathon, Key Largo.
College/Young Adult Retreat—Nov. 7-9.

Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Details:
(407) 644-5000 x129. Registration:
(386) 454-1351.

Hispanic Family Camp—Nov. 26-30.
Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Details:
(386) 454-1351.

DECEMBER —————
West Area-wide Youth Outdoor Celebra-

tion—Dec. 7. Sawgrass Park, Treasure
Island, St. Petersburg. Details: Mark
Schiefer, (727) 360-5826.

Annual Singles’ Ministries New Year’s
Retreat—Dec. 30, 2003-Jan. 4, 2004.
Camp Kulaqua, High Springs. Details/
registration: (386) 454-1351.

JANUARY, 2004 ————
Communication Directors/Team Train-

ing Workshop—Jan. 16-18. Pine Lake
Retreat, Groveland. Web Site Design
and Maintenance, Video 101, Journal-
ism 101, Sound Engineer Training. —
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS
AUGUST 3, 2003

DEVOTIONAL. Gordon Retzer, Southern Union Confer-
ence president, presented the devotional focusing on
Habakkuk 2:14, “For the earth shall be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

God helps us, wherever we are, to fill the earth with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord. God is full of grace and
truth. —John 1:14. Our goal is to fill the earth with this
knowledge—that God is a God of grace and truth. The work
of this Committee and our challenge as Church leaders, is to
know God so well that we can give the correct knowledge
about Him, “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

EVANGELISM REPORT. Abel Paulín, Conference evan-
gelism coordinator, presented an evangelism report direct-
ing our thoughts toward the parting words of Christ to his
disciples—to preach the word, teach, baptize, and make dis-
ciples of all men—the gospel commission. —Matthew 28:
19-20. He gave an overview of the role of the Evangelism
Council—to oversee evangelism work throughout the Con-
ference, and explained how evangelism subsidy requests will
be processed. Paulín also mentioned the Evangelism Boot
Camp for Lay Evangelists and Lay Pastoral Training for Lay
Pastoral Assistants. There have been 1,218 baptisms to date,
including 100 baptisms in Port Charlotte. Budget con-
straints have necessitated cutbacks in some areas, yet our
pace of evangelism has not decreased.

APPROVED the June 30, 2003, period six, Financial
Statement for the Florida Conference and Association, sub-
ject to audit, as presented by Thomas Verrill, Conference
treasurer.

APPROVED the Adventist Book Center 2002 Audit
Statement as presented by Tom Wuerstlin, auditor, with
Nick Henson, auditing intern, present.

INVITED Rhoda Burrill to serve as children’s ministries
director, see page 10.

INVITED Kim Johnson to serve as undertreasurer, p. 10.
INVITED Lewis Hendershot to lead in the area of devel-

opment and philanthropic services for the Conference, p. 2.
APPROVED the organization of the Buenaventura Lakes

Spanish mission group to company status.
APPROVED organization of the West Dade Spanish and

Palm Springs companies into church status.
—Evan Valencia, Conference Executive Secretary

C
A complete and regularly updated calendar is available online:

http://www.adventist-fl.com/calendar.html

Coming EventsComing Events
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