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LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT
FOCUS ON LOVE
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another,” - John 13:34
When I meditate on love, a story comes to mind that I read some years ago. Though
this instance happened more than 40 years ago, it is a perfect example of true love
in action.
The story is about the 1976 Seattle Special Olympics. A number of contestants, all
with physical or mental disabilities, assembled at the starting line of the 100-yard
dash. At the gun, they all started out, each with the desire to run the race to the
finish. Not far into the dash, a little boy stumbled on the asphalt, tumbled over a
couple of times and began to cry. The other contestants heard his cries. While others
continued running in their desire to win, two athletes turned back to help him. They
picked him up, linked arms and the three crossed the finish line together. The crowd
stood and cheered, and the cheering went on for several minutes.
Oh, that we believers would have this kind of love, compassion and concern for one
another. In this day and age, it seems we only look out for ourselves. When we see a
brother or sister in the Lord struggling, many times our first instinct is to compare
and criticize. We’re quick to rebuke and run for the winning finish line alone.
If we take a look at our actions, perhaps we can see the areas where we have failed
to show love. If we see someone falling, let’s turn around, pick them up and help
them to the finish line.
I hope the stories of love in this edition of Florida Focus edify your spirit and touch
your heart. In this issue, you will read testimonies of those who have learned to
better love their church members and visitors, spouses, community and brothers
and sisters far away.
May God pour out His great love upon us as we pour it upon others today.
God bless you always,

Allan Machado, Ph.D.
Florida Conference President
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LOVE AS
By: Pastor Travis Walker
I am embarrassed to admit it, but my journey with “love”
as a pastor started out more as a strategy than a principle.
Like most pastors, I am always looking for new ideas and
methods to grow my church. Thus, in the first 10 years of
my ministry I spent a lot of time trying to perfect the art of
public evangelism; At the time, it was the only reliable way
to regularly ensure that the baptismal tank at the church
would be filled up at least once or twice a year.

had preached a whole sermon series on it in several of
my previous churches, but it was the first time I felt I had
the support to carry it out. Right away, I could sense that
the church was hungry for a clear direction which we were
able to encapsulate into a new church mission statement:
Love as Christ loved, Learn what Christ taught and Lead
others into a relationship with Him. Love. Learn. Lead.

My evangelism methodology was limited to message
presentation by the church and message reception by the
seeker. Like many others, I witnessed the inefficiencies of
that approach over and over again. Tens of thousands of
dollars were spent trying to attract even one percent of our
community, at most, to attend a seminar. At that seminar,
10 percent would make a decision to join the church at
best. Even then, about half of those who were baptized
were usually gone within the first year. There had to be a
better way.
In the book “Ministry of Healing”, Ellen White outlines
exactly what the better way looks like. She wrote, “Christ’s
method alone will give true success in reaching the people.
The Savior mingled with men as one who desired their
good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to
their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them,
“Follow Me.” There is need of coming close to the people
by personal effort. If less time were given to sermonizing,
and more time were spent in personal ministry, greater
results would be seen” (Ministry of Healing, p. 143).
This strategy wasn’t new to me before I was called to pastor
the Daytona Beach Seventh-day Adventist Church. In fact, I

“Guest Ministries Leader, Lacey Cammeron”
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Of course, the mission statement was inspired by the
Ministry of Healing quote, and thus also contained a builtin evangelistic strategy. If we could truly love people when
they first came into contact with us, they would be more
likely to become open to learning the everlasting gospel
and then be led into making a life-long commitment to
Christ.
It sounded great on paper, but how were we going to carry
it forward? We decided to start in the lobby of the church
with our greeter and deacon ministries. I can’t tell you how
many times I have walked into a church and had no clue
where to go or what to do other than walk straight into the
sanctuary. I might be handed a bulletin, someone might
say, “Happy Sabbath,” but more times than not I could
walk in and walk out of a church hardly being noticed. I
also discovered that this had been the experience of most
people who had walked into Daytona Beach Church. Being
a popular vacation destination, Daytona Beach can have
as many as 50 guests show up on any given Sabbath. We
wondered how many of those showing up were seekers
who lived in the area versus out-of-towner’s on vacation.
We were potentially sitting on an evangelistic gold mine,
but we had no way of knowing.

It has now been almost four years since God brought me
to Daytona Beach, and I can say without hesitation that a
transformation has happened in this church in that short
amount of time. The love that we began implanting with
our Guest Ministry team in the lobby of the church has
now extended into everything we do. The undercurrent of
distrust and division is gone. Arguments and dissension
that were once regular occurrences at business and board
meetings disappeared. The church, school and hospital are
no longer independent silos, but are now working together
with a shared passion and vision for the community and
the world. The mingling has extended to compassion
ministries that now take place every 2nd Sabbath of the
month where we go into our community sharing the love
of Christ, feeding the homeless and reaching out to others
through prayer and invitations to Bible study.
We decided to begin by becoming intentional in how we
connected with our guests. We created a Guest Ministries
board position that would not only be responsible for
organizing and training the greeters, but would also be in
charge of effectively following up with our guests with an
email and a card in the mail after they visited. We designed
a connect card and provided incentives for our guests to
fill it out each Sabbath. With those cards, we built a guest
database using Church Community Builder that would
allow us to store their information and easily communicate
with them about future events. We remodeled the foyer
complete with living room furniture and built a connect
desk designed to anticipate the needs of guests. We even
organized weekly guest luncheons on Sabbaths when
there was not a general potluck.
Needless to say, our intentionality began to provide an
almost immediate return on investment. Not only were
guests connecting with us more quickly, but a surprising
side-effect was that members began connecting better with
each other as well. People began to linger in the church
lobby longer after the worship service ended. Members
began learning each other’s names and new members
began to quietly be added to the books. These results were
not because we were doing expensive advertising, but
because we were loving the people that God was already
sending our way.

“Love as Christ loved” is no longer just a part of our mission

statement or a strategy for growth — it has now become
part of our culture as a church. We love now because we
are growing closer and closer to the author of love — Jesus
Christ. Isn’t that the true sign of the remnant people of
God? “A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one
another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if
you have love for one another,” (John 13:34–35 NKJV). Yes,
we still need to preach the truth, but if we are not living the
truth through love, then we are nothing but clouds without
rain. May we all walk together in faith, hope and love today
and every day until we see Jesus face to face.

“Love is the fulfillment
of the law,”
(Romans 13:10)
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SUMMER CAMP BY

1042 468 573

CAMPERS
FOR SUMMER
CAMP 2019

4,519

DOLLARS
GIVEN IN
WORTHY
CAMPER
SCHOLARSHIPS

57

BAPTISMS
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MALE
CAMPERS

4

FEMALE
CAMPERS

STAFF REDEDICATION
BAPTISMS

10,920
MEALS SERVED
EACH WEEK OF
SUMMER CAMP

Summer Camp Staff 2019

367

OF THOSE
CAMPERS
INDICATED
THAT THEY
WANTED TO
COMMIT
THEIR LIVES
TO CHRIST

96

EXPRESSED AN
INTEREST IN
STUDYING FOR
BAPTISM

THE SUMMER THAT
By: Kayla Goodman
Summer has always been the best time of year because I get
to go to Camp Kulaqua. When I was younger, I took pride
in being a “three-weeker”. All year, I eagerly anticipated the
three weeks of happy exhaustion that camp would bring and
looked forward to all of the memories that would be made.
I loved making new friends, trying new things and learning
about my faith. Camp Kulaqua has been my favorite place to
be ever since the summer of 2007.
The love I had for camp as a child easily carried over into
my first summer working as a staffer. I was thrilled when
our former summer camp director, Ray Queen, asked me
to join the team. I was so excited to see the ways that God
was willing to work through me. Camp fulfills me in a way
that nothing else ever has. The excitement and the joy that
camp brings into my life is unlike anything I’ve experienced.
Growing up, camp was always a reliable constant in my
life, and I can only hope it can serve that purpose for many
others after me.

goal as a counselor was to show my girls how loved they are
by Him. There were times when my patience was low, but the
experience exemplified to me how perfect Christ’s patience
and love is for us. I knew God handpicked each and every
girl who walked through the doors of my Lovebug Cabin.
Without a shadow of a doubt, I can tell you that I would not
be where I am today if not for Camp Kulaqua. Not only that, I
know that I would not be involved in ministry. If you had asked
me as a child to tell you what I wanted to be when I grew up,
I would have said that I wanted to be a lifeguard, counselor
or a girl’s director. Now, my greatest hope is simply to be
in a position willing to serve God and follow Him. I would
never have chosen to follow on the path of Theology if not for
camp. Summer Camp Ministry is a special calling that is sure
to turn your world upside down in the most positive way.
Camp has fostered my relationship with my very best friend,
Jesus Christ, and I hope my position allows me to provide
this opportunity for many others after me.

The lessons that camp has taught me have been invaluable.
With every new day, there seemed to be a new lesson or
a new experience to learn and grow from. I learned to be
myself and to love who I am. I was always accepted at camp
for just being me. I learned that it is okay to be different and to
view life through a different lens. Most importantly, I learned
more about God, and I started an amazing relationship with
Jesus. I learned the importance of prayer and ministering
to others. I learned how essential it is to look towards God
rather than yourself for every need. Camp was the first place
that I gave my heart fully to Him and it is where I decided
to get baptized. Camp continues to be my favorite place to
strengthen my relationship with Him.
Since working as a staffer at Camp Kulaqua, I have found so
much more purpose and direction in my life. Even though I
consistently make mistakes, I have learned how to put my trust
in God with everything. Daily, He pushes me to strengthen
my faith, and I leave every summer with a deepened
relationship. In many ways, camp is the predominant reason
why my relationship with Christ is where it is today. Camp
is where I truly realized what it looks like to live the words of
Christ and to follow in His ways.
The summer of 2016 was my third summer working at camp
and my first summer being a cub counselor. At this point,
it started to become clearer to me who God is and why He
loves me. I was the counselor to many girls from different
walks of faith in different stages of life. Each time I looked
at my 7 to 9-year-old girls, I could see the hope glistening in
their eyes and a hunger for more with Him. They captured my
heart and still hold such a precious place within it. My primary
FLORIDA FOCUS | FALL 2019
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EMPLOYEE
If you would like to help us carry out our mission of
reconnecting today’s youth to the beauty and wonder of
God’s natural environments, animals and creations, please
contact Phil Younts or Keith Nelson at (386) 454-1351, or
email us at pyounts@campkulaqua.com.

We would like to welcome Keith Nelson
and his family back to Camp Kulaqua.

Keith worked at Camp Kulaqua from 1986 to 1990 as a
summer camp staffer. After completing a bachelor’s degree
in biology, he worked for three more years in a full-time
capacity as the Nature Center Director. He then pursued a
career in education at North Dakota Academy. Since then,
Keith has continued his education and served as a teacher
and principal at various schools. We are thrilled that Keith
has returned to his roots and has now become the Director
of Camp Kulaqua’s new Wildlife Sanctuary and Middag
Nature Center.
Since before Camp Kulaqua existed, wildlife animals found
sanctuary in the woods and hammocks along the Santa Fe
River. When Camp Kulaqua was founded in 1953, the scenic
natural setting of the area was one of the main attractions of
the camp. Since those early days, we have added outdoor
activities such as horseback riding, canoeing and an exotic
animal zoo. As generations have continued, much of our
youth have lost interest in the great outdoors and the plants
and animals that inhabit our environment. Our desire is to
reintroduce them to God’s wonderful creatures and creations
through a Wildlife Sanctuary and Nature Center.
We hope to teach them about God their creator through
loving and caring for the animals, plants and natural habitats
they come across in the beautiful state of Florida. The
zoo will become an indigenous Wildlife Sanctuary and
Rehabilitation Center. The former nature center will become
the Middag Nature Center, housing interactive nature
exhibits, classrooms and outdoor amphitheaters for teaching
environmental education. Internship programs will be
introduced for youth who desire careers as nature directors
at other camps or institutions. Camp Kulaqua will continue to
be a welcoming home for many animals throughout the State
of Florida, as well as exotic animals needing rehabilitation.
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“Camp Kulaqua has served many generations over
the past 66 years. One aspect of the camp that has
never changed has been its mission to acquaint each
visitor with the Creator. This has also been my personal
mission as a biology and Bible teacher. As the present
generation is pushed away from the Creator through
media, evolution and the expectations of society in
general, the camp is intentionally working to bring both
the Creator and nature into sharp focus.
With prayer, our goal is to shift the existing camp
zoo and nature center into a wildlife sanctuary and
environmental education center with a new philosophy
and mission. Our mission will be to protect His creation
and to improve awareness of the unique flora and
fauna of North Central Florida. Please support us in
this endeavor with prayer, input and gifts as we move
forward with this Christian obligation.” - Keith Nelson

Congratulations to Nannie Ruiz, Camp
Kulaqua`s longest working member,
for finally reaching retirement.

Nannie started working at the camp zoo in the fall of 1975
and has been taking care of our animals for the last 44 years.
We are thankful that Nannie will remain a part-time staffer
and consultant with us.
Nannie began working in the zoo during the time of Nero
the lion. During her tenure as a zoo curator, she raised and
rehabilitated 33 bear cubs, most notably, the bear named
“Baby Doll”. We would like to sincerely thank Nannie for her
years of dedication and service in teaching children how to
love God’s creatures.

UPCOMING

Young at Heart Retreat

Outdoor Ed

Road to Bethlehem

October 20th - 23rd

October 5th - 8th

December 14th & 15th

A retreat for those 50 years and up
that want to attend camp and have
a fun time with fellow friends.

An educational outdoor program
with a variety of activities designed
for 5th and 6th graders to stimulate
their creativity and love for nature.

A live Nativity production.

Women’s Retreat
(English)

Women’s Retreat
(Spanish)

January 31st – February 2nd

February 7th – 9th

For ALL upcoming events
visit campkulaqua.com or
call (386) 454-1351

HOW CAN I HELP?
For more that 60 years, Camp Kulaqua has given the opportunity for children and families to enjoy a great outdoor experience. We are able to provide this ministry because of individuals and families like you.

Worthy Camper Scholarships:
For the first time, we partnered with the Foundation for Foster Children. 10 foster children were sponsored and attended
summer camp.
If you wish to support us, please visit us at www.campkulaqua.com or call us at (386) 454-1351.
All of us at Camp Kulaqua thank you in advance for your contribution.

FLORIDA FOCUS | FALL 2019
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LEARNING TO
By: Dr. Efrain Duany Jr.
I thought I knew how to love. I was married to my beautiful
wife, Zoraida, and was ready to make her happy for the rest
of her life. I was confident that the fact that I was raised in
an Adventist home was more than enough to make me a
good husband.
However, when the honeymoon ended, I began to see all
my wife’s imperfections and suddenly began to mistreat
her in ways I thought I never would. The good behaviors I
wanted to practice with my wife, I did not do, and the bad
behaviors I never thought I would show, I did. I had the
same problem that Paul describes in Romans 7:19, “For I
do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want
to do—this I keep on doing.”
What was the problem? The answer that we usually use
for this issue is that we are sinners, and we have a sinful
nature. This is correct, but it is not an excuse I could use to
justify my negative behavior. Another is that we don’t know
how to love. But how could I say that I didn’t know how to
love if I had been in love almost all my life? It is a different
thing to say that you are in love than to say that you know
how to love. I’m talking about Agape love, that divine love
that is sacrificial and unconditional. The love described in
the Bible in 1 Corinthians 13 is not governed by an emotion
but by a principle.
So, why didn’t I know how to love? I didn’t know how to
love because the way I demonstrated love was connected
to my lack of emotional growth. My biological growth was
not proportional to my emotional growth. In other words, I
could’ve been 50 years old, but I was still behaving like an
infant emotionally.
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Neuroscience generally divides the mind into two
dimensions: the conscious mind and the subconscious
mind. The conscious mind is the one in charge of your
short-term memory–everything you have in the present.
The subconscious mind is the one in command of your
involuntary actions, automatic thoughts, emotions, dreams,
intuition and impulses. The important thing about these
concepts is that, according to psychological literature, the
subconscious mind is the one that directs your life. In fact,
90 percent of all the decisions you make every day come
from your subconscious mind.
Our subconscious mind performs certain actions before
we can think about it consciously, thereby impacting our
free will. These “little voices” are nothing but mere thoughts
emerging automatically in our mind. They are part of an
internal life script telling us where to go and what to do.
This script determines the way we interpret the world and
our basic way of being. Unconsciously, we have been
developing a life script from childhood. We were influenced
by our attachment figures, especially our parents or the
people closest to us, and now we are almost obliged
to represent these individuals in our life. This perfectly
explained the reason why I was behaving with my wife in
ways that were hurting her feelings. My life was guided by
the life script I had received from my parents.
A life script is the mental programming that affects our
lives. It gives us the language we want to use and the
actions we are going to perform. It is not easy to be totally
aware of the life script we follow, but seeking to answer
complicated questions about our existence marks the

difference between conforming to the flow of “what there
is” and truly following the path of a healthy heart. Today, we
all live a life script influenced by someone from our past.
This is the number one reason why we need to learn how
to love. We are reliving the same emotional dynamic we
had in our families, and if our parents were not intentional
in teaching us how to love, we’re probably going to have
difficulty showing love to others.
Everyone lives love in a limited way until they learn how
to transform their lives, and the fact that someone does
not love may be due to a lack of knowledge about love. If
we wanted to learn about cars, we would undoubtedly do
it through a diligent study of cars. If we want to be chefs,
surely, we would learn the culinary arts, and maybe even
try to take some cooking classes. Nevertheless, it hardly
seems obvious to us that if we want to give and receive
love, we should devote at least more time, like the mechanic
or the chef, to study and learn to love. No mechanic or chef
would ever believe that the mere fact of just wanting to
obtain knowledge in these fields would make them experts.
The same goes for love. It is necessary to learn to love and
be loved.
How do we learn to love? First, we need to practice selfawareness. We cannot change what we don’t know.
We need to find, with the help of the Holy Spirit, the
imperfections we have in our lives that keep us from God
and others. In my case, if I wanted to learn how to love
Zoraida, I needed to make myself aware that I was not
managing my anger correctly. I needed to understand the
memories or experiences that I had in my subconscious
mind that were not permitting me to express my anger in
a godly way. The first two chapters of the book “Learning
to Love” present this issue and provide practical exercises
to help readers make sense of their past and change their
present behavior.
Second, we need to increase our emotional intelligence.
How do we grow in this area? By reflecting on our emotions
and labeling them. Practice empathizing with yourself
and others. Know your stressors. Be resilient. Practice
responding rather than reacting. Increasing in emotional

intelligence is a lifetime process, so don’t give up.
Third, we need to renew our mind. The transformation of
our mind is the work of the Holy Spirit. In the end, the most
important task we have as human beings is to learn how
to love God and others. The Apostle Paul said, “Do not
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and perfect
will,” (Romans 12:2).
The department of Children, Family and Singles of the
Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists is launching
an initiative called Learning to Love in 2020 to address
many of these themes. We want to challenge our families to
learn how to love and be loved. We will conduct seminars
in churches, provide resources for every member and host
Bible studies for small group gatherings. We want to invite
you to be part of this initiative. If you want to know more,
please contact the director of the department, Judy Smith,
at (407) 618-0284.

“Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is--his
good, pleasing and perfect will,”
(Romans 12:2)
F LO RI D A

C O N F EREN C E

CHILDREN, FAMILY AND
SINGLE’S MINISTRIES
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C O N FE RE N C E

PATHFINDERS &
ADVENTURERS

By: Dr. Annie Pérez

Do you want to get to know Jesus even more? Do you
want to know how you can you share Jesus in your
daily living? How you can become a disciple of the best
teacher that ever existed?
These are some of the topics we will be presenting in the
2020 Dare to SHARE Women’s Convention in February and
September. The focus for Dare to SHARE is knowing Jesus,
having an intimate experience with Him and learning how to
share Him with friends, family, community and church. At
the Women’s Convention, new friendships are formed and
old friends are reunited once more. All General Sessions at
each retreat will be translated into English, Portuguese and
French Creole.
At the English-speaking retreat at Camp Kulaqua, we will
enjoy the teachings of Lola Moore Johnston, who currently
serves as the Young Adult Ministries Director for the
South Central Conference in Nashville, Tennessee. Pastor
Johnston is blessed to share the good news of Jesus as a
recording artist, author and preacher. She brings a clear
14
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message of love and a close relationship with Jesus that
can be applied immediately. You’ll be glad you came to
hear Lola.
For the Spanish-speaking retreat at Camp Kulaqua, we
have invited Dr. Elizabeth Viera Talbot, a teacher and author
of many books. She has written “Surprised by Love”, “Luke:
Salvation for ALL” and “John: God Became Flesh”; all these
titles and others are available in Spanish. She also teaches
extensively on Hope Chanel and Esperanza TV. She will be
presenting Jesus in a beautiful and compelling way.
In September, the retreat moves to the beautiful Marriott
Sanibel Harbour Resort & Spa in Fort Myers. This location is
more convenient for those in southern Florida and for those
who would enjoy a more resort-like experience. Dr. Heather
Thompson Day will be communicating the powerful love of
Jesus. Dr. Day is a contributor for Newsweek and the Barna
Group. She is an Associate Professor of Communication
at Colorado Christian University. She is passionate about
supporting women and runs an online community called

“I’m That Wife,” which has nearly 60,000 followers. She
believes her calling is to stand in the gaps of our churches
for young people. Dr. Day is the author of six books,
including “Confessions of a Christian Wife.”
Just like God moved in the past years, we are expecting
more modern miracles at the Dare to SHARE retreat and
conventions in 2020. The God in Me retreat at Camp
Kulaqua in 2018 was the first time baptisms took place with
1,860 women participating during the three weekends, and
13 ladies giving their hearts to God in front of their friends.
Many women were excited to see how God continues to
lead people to baptism during the deeply spiritual and
uplifting retreat. Earlier this year at the “Deliverance”
Convention, we celebrated 30 years of Women’s Ministries
at the Florida Conference, with 1,650 ladies from ages
11 to 90 worshiping together in a multigenerational and
multicultural atmosphere. Beautiful voices filled the Caribe
Royale Convention and Resort hallways with songs of
praise, laughter and animated conversations. We were
ready and praying for a maximum of 50 baptisms, but God
blessed us with even more. To our surprise, over 83 ladies
gave their lives to God in baptism! Many renewed their vows
with God, and many for the first time openly said, “I want to
follow Jesus, and I believe He is my Lord and Savior.”
What is going to happen in 2020? We don’t know, but, if
only one person gives her life in baptism, a battle is won
and Heaven will be rejoicing.
If you want to experience Dare to SHARE, get ready and
register today. We are preparing for ladies 11 years of age
and older. We have special seminars for young ladies 11
years to 13 years of age and 14 to 16 years of age. Everyone
else will choose to enjoy great topics about family and
friends, community, church and spiritual growth. Join us!
How do you invite your family, friends and church to join
you at Dare to SHARE? Use the next two paragraphs to
help persuade them:

“Women of all ages are gathering
to experience something greater
than themselves. Come and learn
to embrace the gift of Jesus and
experience how to SHARE Him.
We want to ignite the desire to
SHARE Jesus in your home, your
community and your church. Join
us as we embrace the gift of Jesus
today and implement simple ways to
SHARE Him tomorrow.
Come and find out what thousands
of ladies have been talking about.
We have powerful keynote
speakers, great music, amazing
soloists, inspiring interviews, laughter,
healthy conversations, great
presenters, anointment, community
service, motivational devotionals and
so much more!”
Here are the Bible verses we are using for “Dare to
SHARE” Women’s Retreat and Convention.
Luke 4:18 New International Version (NIV)
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because
he has anointed me to proclaim good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free,”
Matthew 28:18-20 New International Version (NIV)
18 “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”
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NEW

Regional Boundaries

The Florida Conference Executive Committee recently voted
to restructure the regional boundaries of the Conference.
These changes were brought about to account for growing
membership and to simplify how the regions are defined.
Approximately 30 years ago, the Conference territory was
originally divided into seven geographical regions with nondefinitive boundary lines. A church’s region was not always
defined by geographical location, but rather methodically in
order to keep a balanced number of membership divisions.
The new regions, which now consist of eight sections and
use county lines as their primary divisions, will delineate
the divisions, simplify the allocation of new churches and
prepare us for growth in a more organized
way.
Gadsden

with the inclusion of specific individuals the Executive
Committee felt could add additional pertinent information.
These individuals included, but were not limited to,
pastors and legal representation. On August 4th, 2019, the
Executive Committee voted unanimously to approve the
modified regions recommended by the subcommittee.

Prior to next year’s Quadrennial Constituency Meeting,
which will be held on October 11, 2020, the Conference
will hold Regional Orientation and Organization Meetings
in each of the eight new regions. The purpose of these
meetings is for Conference officers and directors to
furnish written reports of the activities of the Conference
and inform the delegates Nassau
of matters to be discussed at
the
Constituency
Meeting.
The delegates, selected by the
Hamilton
Most importantly, this change represents the expansion
of Madison
Leon
local
churches
and
Executive
Committee according to the
our church and increasing population numbers to reach.
Duval
Baker
Constitution
guidelines,
also
have
the opportunity to ask
Wakulla
Liberty
Suwannee
Since the conception of the original regions, Florida church
Taylorquestions and voice their concerns.
Union
membership has more than doubled. In accordance with
1
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Clay
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Florida Conference looks forward to continued church
growth asGilchrist
God continues to lead. The leadership is
Putnam
Alachua together
committed
to working
and walking together, in
Dixie
Flagler
faith, hope and love. For “just as a body, though one, has
Levy
many parts, but all its Marion
many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ,” (1 Corinthians 12:12).
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Arriving at a final decision took prayer, careful planning
and deliberation. A research committee was formed as
a subcommittee from the Executive Committee with one
representative from each of the former seven regions and
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the Constitution and Bylaws, it is
of
the Executive Committee to determine these regional
boundaries for the purpose of achieving “substantially fair
representation for each region based on its membership.”
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FLORIDA CONFERENCE SDA CHURCH
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ORLANDO FILIPINO SDA CHURCH
NEW BEGINNING SDA COMPANY
WINTER PARK SPANISH SDA CHURCH
FOREST CITY SPANISH SDA CHURCH

SOLID ROCK SDA CHURCH OF ORLANDO

UNIVERSITY SDA CHURCH

ORLANDO VIETNAMESE SDA CHURCH
KRESS MEMORIAL SDA CHURCH
OCOEE SPANISH SDA CHURCH
FLORIDA HOSPITAL SDA CHURCH

SILVER SPRINGS SHORES SDA CHURCH

CLERMONT SDA CHURCH

ORLANDO CENTRAL SDA CHURCH
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COCOA SDA COMPANY
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OASIS OF HOPE SDA COMPANY
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CELEBRATION SDA CHURCH
EBENEZER FRENCH SDA COMPANY

KISSIMMEE SPANISH SDA CHURCH
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HAINES CITY SPANISH SDA CHURCH

LAKEVIEW SDA CHURCH
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PALM HARBOR SDA COMPANY

TITUSVILLE SDA CHURCH

NUEVO COMIENZO EN JESUS SPANISH SDA CH

BETHEL SHALOM OF NEW PORT RICHEY
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EAST ORLANDO SPANISH SDA CHURCH

LAEL BRAZILIAN SDA COMPANY DE ORLANDO
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SOUTH ORLANDO SPANISH SDA CHURCH

27

41

ORLANDO SPANISH SDA CHURCH

520

WINDERMERE SDA CHURCH

SPRING HILL SPANISH SDA CHURCH

50

Orange

EMMANUEL SDA CHURCH

BROOKSVILLE SDA CHURCH

SPRING HILL SDA CHURCH

SPRING LAKE SPANISH SDA CHURCH

CASSELBERRY SPANISH SDA CHURCH

ORLANDO CENTRAL KOREAN SDA CHURCH
FLORIDA LIVING SDA CHURCH
FOREST LAKE SDA CHURCH

APOPKA FRANCO HAITIAN SDA COMPANY
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PLYMOUTHSORRENTO SDA CHURCH
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MELBOURNE SDA CHURCH
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SALEM SDA CHURCH

CARROLLWOOD SDA CHURCH

SHEKINAH FRENCH OF PALM BAY SDA COMPANY

TAMPA FIRST SDA CHURCH

PLANT CITY SDA COMPANY

27A

Polk

PLANT CITY SPANISH SDA COMPANY
TAMPA KOREAN SDA CHURCH

WINTER HAVEN SDA CHURCH

60

TAMPA BAY FILIPINOAMERICAN SDA COMPANY

Pinellas
92

CLEARWATERLARGO SPANISH SDA CHURCH

BRANDON SDA CHURCH
BRANDON SPANISH SDA CHURCH

41

98

60

PALMETTO  TAMPA SPANISH SDA CHURCH

TAMPA SPANISH SDA CHURCH

CLEARWATER SDA CHURCH

1

91
SOUTH BREVARD SDA CHURCH

441

LAKE WALES SDA COMPANY

60

LAKE WALES FIRST SPAN SDA COMPANY
RIVERVIEW SPANISH SDA COMPANY

37
27A

RIVERVIEW SDA COMPANY
PINELLAS SPANISH SDA CHURCH
BETHEL SHALOM OF SAINT PETERSBURG

Indian
River

SAINT PETERSBURG SDA CHURCH
ALL NATIONS SDA CHURCH

98

FORT MEADE SDA CHURCH
JERUSALEM SDA COMPANY

674

WIMAUMA SPANISH SDA CHURCH

41

PALMETTO SDA CHURCH

BRADENTON SPANISH SDA COMPANY
BRADENTON SDA COMPANY

60

FROSTPROOF SDA COMPANY

17

60

37

301

62

Manatee

AVON PARK SPANISH SDA CHURCH

WAUCHULA SPANISH SDA CHURCH

Hardee

64

441

WAUCHULA SDA CHURCH

64

64

VERO BEACH SDA CHURCH
VERO BEACH SPANISH SDA CHURCH
NERIJA OF VERO BEACH SDA COMPANY

AVON PARK SDA CHURCH

62

SEBRING SPANISH SDA CHURCH

27

Okeechobee

SEBRING SDA CHURCH

98

66

A1A

91

St Lucie

TREASURE COAST SPANISH SDA CHURCH

FORT PIERCE SDA CHURCH

Highlands

17

EMMANUEL FRENCH SDA COMPANY

70

DeSoto

SARASOTA SEVENTHDAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

Sarasota
72

70

98

1

441
GETHSEMANE SDA CHURCH

91

LAKE PLACID SDA CHURCH

VICTORY SDA COMPANY

A1A

MIDPORT SDA CHURCH

PORT SAINT LUCIE SPANISH SDA CHURCH

70

70

709

OKEECHOBEE SDA CHURCH

ARCADIA SDA CHURCH

31

78

17

Martin

98

27

41

1

NORTH PORT SDA CHURCH
VENICE NOKOMIS SDA CHURCH

76
PORT CHARLOTTE SDA CHURCH

ENGLEWOOD SDA CHURCH

PUNTA GORDA SDA CHURCH

Glades

REGIONS

Charlotte

78
31

41

Members - % - EC

80

SEVENTHDAY ADVENTIST CHURCH CAPE CORAL

Central

11751 - 18.46 - 5

715
27

Lee

867

41

82

NORTHWOOD SPANISH SDA COMPANY

98

Palm Beach
880

Hendry

BETHESDA FRENCH LEHIGH SDA CHURCH

LEHIGH ACRES SDA COMPANY

JUPITER SPANISH SDA COMPANY
JUPITER  TEQUESTA SDA CHURCH

98

27

80
884
GOSEN HAITIAN SDA COMPANY

LEHIGH ACRES SPANISH SDA COMPANY

867

91

98

FORT MYERS SPANISH SDA CHURCH

FORT MYERS SDA CHURCH

INDIANTOWN SPANISH SDA CHURCH

78

COMPASS COMMUNITIES SDA COMPANY

775

PALMS WEST SDA CHURCH

BRAZILIAN TEMPLE OF WPB SDA CO.

WEST PALM BEACH SPANISH SDA CHURCH

FIRST SDA CHURCH OF WEST PALM BEACH

LAKE WORTH SPANISH SDA CHURCH

TEMPLE ADVENTISTE DE WEST PALM BEACH
PALM SPRINGS SDA CHURCH

91

BOYNTON BEACH SDA CHURCH

441

27
IMMOKALEE SPANISH SDA COMPANY

SAREPTA FRENCH SDA COMPANY

29

BETHESDA CORKSCREW SDA COMPANY

BONITA SPRINGS SDA CHURCH

East

11772 - 18.50 - 5

TEMPLE ADVENTISTE DE DEERFIELD BCH CH

PHILADELPHIE FRENCH SDA CHURCH
LIFE FELLOWSHIP OF CORAL SPRINGS

6375 - 10.17 - 3

Miami-Keys

10334 - 16.24 - 4

POMPANO BEACH SDA CHURCH

MARGATE SPANISH SDA CHURCH

Broward

ELIM FRENCH HAITIAN SDA CHURCH

Collier

NAPLES SDA CHURCH

Gulf

BRAZILIAN CHAPEL SDA CHURCH

NORTH NAPLES SDA COMPANY

NAPLES SPANISH SDA CHURCH

MARGATE SDA CHURCH

ELIATHAH SDA CHURCH
TAMARAC SPANISH SDA CHURCH

BRAZILIAN TEMPLE SDA CHURCH
MIAMI KOREAN SDA COMPANY
AMBASSADOR SDA CHURCH

SUNRISE SDA CHURCH

ROYAL PALM SDA CHURCH

FORT LAUDERDALE SPANISH SDA CHURCH

MARANATHA FRENCH SDA CHURCH
LAUDERHILL SDA CHURCH

PLANTATION SDA CHURCH

27

ZION ADVENT SDA COMPANY

FORT LAUDERDALE SDA CHURCH

BETH TEHILLAH VETIKVA MESSIANIC CONG.
COOPER CITY SDA CHURCH

COVENANT SDA CHURCH

SAVING GRACE HOLLYWOOD SDA CHURCH
ROMANIAN ADVENTIST TEMPLE SDA COMPANY
HERMON FRENCH SDA COMPANY
HOLLYWOOD SPANISH SDA CHURCH

DAVIE SPANISH SDA CHURCH

29

WEST HOLLYWOOD SPANISH SDA COMPANY

HOLLYWOOD SDA CHURCH

EL NUEVO PARAISO OF MIRAMAR SDA COMPANY

41

NORTHWEST DADE SDA CHURCH
NORTH MIAMI BEACH SDA CHURCH

MARANATHA SDA CHURCH
NORLAND SDA CHURCH

CAROL CITY SPANISH SDA CHURCH

NORTH MIAMI BEACH SPANISH SDA CHURCH
SMYRNE OF MIAMI SDA COMPANY

North

5378 - 8.45 - 2

OPA LOCKA SPANISH SDA CHURCH

BETHSAIDA SDA CHURCH
BRADMORE SPANISH SDA CHURCH
REVIVE SDA CHURCH

NORTHWEST MIAMI SPANISH SDA CHURCH

Monroe

MIAMI CENTRAL BRAZILIAN SDA CHURCH
WEST DADE SPANISH SDA CHURCH

41

MIAMI SPANISH SDA CHURCH
CORAL GABLES SPANISH SDA COMPANY
WESTCHESTER SPANISH SDA CHURCH

EBENEZER SPANISH SDA CHURCH

MIAMI TEMPLE SDA CHURCH

KENDALL SPANISH SDA CHURCH

IGNITE FELLOWSHIP SDA CHURCH

NEW COMMUNITY CHURCH OF SDA

KENDALL SDA CHURCH

THREE ANGELS FRENCH SDA COMPANY

HOMESTEAD SPANISH SDA CHURCH

5781 - 9.08 - 2

Sun Coast

7681 - 12.07 - 3

Treasure Coast

4569 - 7.18 - 2

EDEN SDA CHURCH

MIAMI SPRINGS SPANISH SDA COMPANY
MIAMI SPRINGS SDA CHURCH

REDLAND SPANISH SDA CHURCH

South West

NEW GENERATION SDA CHURCH OF NORTH MIAMI
NORTH MIAMI SPANISH SDA COMPANY

GOLGOTHA FRENCH SDA COMPANY
HIALEAH SPRINGS SPANISH SDA CHURCH

Miami-Dade
HOMESTEAD SDA CHURCH

9336

1

KEY LARGO SDA CHURCH

Monroe
1

MARATHON SDA CHURCH

MIAMI BEACH FIRST SPANISH SDA CHURCH

New Regional Map
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Churches by Region
Central
Apopka Franco Haitian SDA Company
Apopka SDA Church
Apopka Spanish SDA Church
Bethel Eglise Haitienne Des Adventistes
Buenaventura Lakes Spanish SDA Church
Celebration SDA Church
Clermont SDA Church
Clermont Spanish SDA Company
East Orlando Spanish SDA Church
Eben-Ezer French SDA Company
Eden of Lakeland SDA Company
Emmanuel SDA Church
Florida Hospital SDA Church
Forest City Spanish SDA Church
Fort Meade SDA Church
Frostproof SDA Company
Haines City Spanish SDA Church

Kissimmee SDA Church
Kissimmee Spanish SDA Church
Kress Memorial SDA Church
Lady Lake SDA Church
Lael Brazilian SDA Company de Orlando
Lake Wales First Spanish SDA Company
Lake Wales SDA Church
Lakeland SDA Church
Lakeland Spanish SDA Company
Lakeview SDA Church
Leesburg SDA Church
Leesburg Spanish SDA Company
Mount Dora SDA Church
North Lake SDA Church
Nuevo Comienzo en Jesus Spanish SDA Ch
Oasis of Hope SDA Company
Ocoee Spanish SDA Church

Orlando Brazilian SDA Church
Orlando Central SDA Church
Orlando Spanish SDA Church
Orlando Vietnamese SDA Church
Plymouth-Sorrento SDA Church
Poinciana Spanish SDA Church
Shuler Memorial SDA Church
Solid Rock SDA Church of Orlando
Sorrento Spanish SDA Company
South Orlando SDA Church
South Orlando Spanish SDA Church
Umatilla SDA Church
University SDA Church
Vineyard SDA Church
Windermere SDA Church
Winter Haven SDA Church

East
Altamonte Springs SDA Church
Casselberry Spanish SDA Church
Cocoa SDA Church
Cocoa Spanish SDA Company
Daytona Beach SDA Church
DeBary-Orange City SDA Church
DeLand SDA Church
DeLand Spanish SDA Church
Deltona SDA Church

Deltona Spanish SDA Church
Florida Conference SDA Church
Florida Living SDA Church
Forest Lake SDA Church
Markham Woods SDA Church
Melbourne SDA Church
Melbourne Spanish SDA Church
New Beginning SDA Company
New Smyrna Beach SDA Church

Orlando Central Korean SDA Church
Orlando Filipino SDA Church
Shekinah French of Palm Bay SDA Company
Simple Church Network (Florida Conf)
South Brevard SDA Church
Spring Lake Spanish SDA Church
Spring Meadows SDA Church
Titusville SDA Church
Winter Park Spanish SDA Church

Gulf
Advent Hope SDA Company
All Nations SDA Church
Beth-El Shalom of New Port Richey
Beth-El Shalom of Saint Petersburg
Bradenton SDA Church
Bradenton Spanish SDA Company
Brandon SDA Church
Brandon Spanish SDA Church
Brooksville SDA Church
Bushnell SDA Church
Carrollwood SDA Church
Clearwater SDA Church
Clearwater-Largo Spanish SDA Church
East Pasco SDA Church

Hernando SDA Church
Homosassa SDA Church
Inverness SDA Church
Jerusalem SDA Company
LifeSpring SDA Church
New Port Richey SDA Church
North Tampa Spanish SDA Company
Palm Harbor SDA Company
Palmetto - Tampa Spanish SDA Church
Palmetto SDA Church
Pinellas Spanish SDA Church
Plant City SDA Church
Plant City Spanish SDA Company
Riverview SDA Church

Riverview Spanish SDA Company
Saint Petersburg SDA Church
Salem SDA Church
Spring Hill SDA Church
Spring Hill Spanish SDA Church
Tampa Bay Filipino-American SDA Company
Tampa First SDA Church
Tampa Korean SDA Church
Tampa Spanish SDA Church
Wesley Chapel SDA Church
Wesley Chapel Spanish SDA Company
Wimauma Spanish SDA Church

Miami-Keys
Bethsaida SDA Church
Bradmore Spanish SDA Church
Carol City Spanish SDA Church
Coral Gables Spanish SDA Company
Ebenezer Spanish SDA Church
Eden SDA Church
Golgotha French SDA Company
Hialeah Springs Spanish SDA Church
Homestead SDA Church
Homestead Spanish SDA Church
Ignite Fellowship SDA Church
Kendall SDA Church
Kendall Spanish SDA Church
18
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Key Largo SDA Church
Maranatha SDA Church
Marathon SDA Church
Miami Beach First Spanish SDA Church
Miami Central Brazilian SDA Church
Miami Spanish SDA Church
Miami Springs SDA Church
Miami Springs Spanish SDA Company
Miami Temple SDA Church
New Community Church of SDA
New Generation SDA Church of North Miami
Norland SDA Church
North Miami Beach SDA Church

North Miami Beach Spanish SDA Church
North Miami Spanish SDA Company
Northwest Dade SDA Church
Northwest Miami Spanish SDA Church
Opa Locka Spanish SDA Church
Redland Spanish SDA Church
Revive SDA Church
Smyrne of Miami SDA Company
Three Angels French SDA Company
West Dade Spanish SDA Church
Westchester Spanish SDA Church

North
Argyle Forest SDA Company
Belleview SDA Church
Columbia City SDA Company
Crawfordville SDA Church
Cross City SDA Church
Dunnellon SDA Company
Gainesville SDA Church
Gainesville Spanish SDA Church
High Springs SDA Church
Jacksonville First SDA Church
Jacksonville Southpoint SDA Church
Jacksonville Spanish SDA Church
Jasper Spanish SDA Company

Jax LifePoint Christian Fellowship
Jennings Lake SDA Church
Jennings Lake Spanish SDA Company
Lake City SDA Church
Lake City Spanish SDA Church
Live Oak SDA Company
Madison SDA Church
Marion Oaks SDA Church
Marion Oaks Spanish SDA Church
Ocala Haitian SDA Company
Ocala SDA Church
Ocala Spanish SDA Company
Orange Cove SDA Church

Palatka SDA Church
Palm Coast Portuguese SDA Church
Palm Coast SDA Church
Perry SDA Church
Remnant SDA Company
Renacer Spanish SDA Company
Saint Augustine SDA Church
Silver Springs Shores SDA Church
Starke SDA Church
Tallahassee First SDA Church
Tallahassee Spanish SDA Company

Southwest
Arcadia SDA Church
Avon Park SDA Church
Avon Park Spanish SDA Church
Bethesda Corkscrew SDA Company
Bethesda French Lehigh SDA Church
Bonita Springs SDA Church
Compass Communities SDA Company
Elim French Haitian SDA Church
Emmanuel French SDA Company
Englewood SDA Church

Fort Myers SDA Church
Fort Myers Spanish SDA Church
Gosen Haitian SDA Company
Immokalee Spanish SDA Company
Lake Placid SDA Church
Lehigh Acres SDA Church
Lehigh Acres Spanish SDA Company
Naples SDA Church
Naples Spanish SDA Church
North Naples SDA Company

North Port SDA Church
Port Charlotte SDA Church
Punta Gorda SDA Church
Sarasota Seventh-day Adventist Church
Sebring SDA Church
Sebring Spanish SDA Church
Seventh-day Adventist Church Cape Coral
Venice Nokomis SDA Church
Wauchula SDA Church
Wauchula Spanish SDA Church

Sun Coast
Ambassador SDA Church
Beth Tehillah Vetikva Messianic Cong.
Brazilian Chapel SDA Church
Brazilian Temple SDA Church
Cooper City SDA Church
Covenant SDA Church
Davie Spanish SDA Church
El Nuevo Paraiso of Miramar SDA Company
Eliathah SDA Church
Fort Lauderdale SDA Church
Fort Lauderdale Spanish SDA Church

Hermon French SDA Company
Hollywood SDA Church
Hollywood Spanish SDA Church
Lauderhill SDA Church
Life Fellowship of Coral Springs
Maranatha French SDA Church
Margate SDA Church
Margate Spanish SDA Church
Miami Korean SDA Company
Philadelphie French SDA Church
Plantation SDA Church

Pompano Beach SDA Church
Romanian Adventist Temple SDA Company
Royal Palm SDA Church
Saving Grace Hollywood SDA Church
Sunrise SDA Church
Tamarac Spanish SDA Church
Temple Adventiste de Deerfield Bch Ch
West Hollywood Spanish SDA Company
Zion Advent SDA Company

Treasure Coast
Boynton Beach SDA Church
Brazilian Temple of WPB SDA Co.
First SDA Church of West Palm Beach
Fort Pierce SDA Church
Gethsemane SDA Church
Indiantown Spanish SDA Church
Jupiter - Tequesta SDA Church
Jupiter Spanish SDA Company

Lake Worth Spanish SDA Church
Midport SDA Church
Nerija of Vero Beach SDA Company
Northwood Spanish SDA Company
Okeechobee SDA Church
Palm Springs SDA Church
Palms West SDA Church
Port Saint Lucie Spanish SDA Church

Sarepta French SDA Company
Temple Adventiste de West Palm Beach
Treasure Coast Spanish SDA Church
Vero Beach SDA Church
Vero Beach Spanish SDA Church
Victory SDA Company
West Palm Beach Spanish SDA Church
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WALKING & SHARING GOD’S LOVE
By: Julie Cassell

Walking together in faith, hope and love. That’s the Florida
Conference motto. One family in particular from the Wesley
Chapel community is living out that motto and the North
Tampa Christian Academy community is better for it.
Tom and Jonelle (Jo) Johnston first heard about the
possibility of a K-12 school from an emergency room
nurse at AdventHealth Hospital in Wesley Chapel. When
they moved from Georgia to Tampa in 2015, they prayed
for a Christian school for their two youngest children.
However, they couldn’t find a suitable option, so they chose
to homeschool until they heard about this future school.
When they saw the property and began to see dirt move,
their excitement grew and their hopes soared. “We were so
excited,” shares Tom. “We would walk the grounds of the
property even before they broke ground.”  
Tom is the co-founder and president of Stability Biologics,
a company specializing in medical devices and human
allografts. The Johnstons have a total of seven children,
one grandchild and another grandbaby due in March.
When North Tampa Christian Academy opened its doors in
August of 2018, the Johnston children were there. MyKenzi
attended as a junior and Dallas attended as a 7th grader.
Jo was also there, volunteering as much as possible. She
20
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soon took on leadership roles as president of the Athletic
Booster Club and Parent Teacher Organization. She filled
in wherever needed and began working the front desk in
the office. Tom assisted with sports, volunteering as an
assistant coach and physician assistant at games and
practices. The Johnstons fully embraced NTCA as their
family, and NTCA fully embraced them.
When school opened in August, there were items not
covered in the opening budget: items such as outdoor
signage, a scoreboard for the gym, playgrounds and
common area furnishings. Tom sat down with President
Orton Varona and Board Member Terry Newmyer and
discussed the future plans and specific needs of NTCA.
After hearing the direction in which the school was headed,
Tom and Jo chose to go “all in”!
The school needed $520,000 to complete the projects.
The Johnstons pledged $260,000 as a challenge grant
towards the Founders Campaign. Then, in January, Tom
boldly and passionately called upon the Advent Health
Executive Team. Tom felt that by making a pledge and
challenging the hospital management team to the “all in”
concept, they could ultimately meet the specific needs and
goals of NTCA. Mike Shultz, the AdventHealth West Florida
President/CEO, and his family, responded promptly with a

NORTH TAMPA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY WOULD LIKE TO THANK
Tom and Jo Johnston

Kevin and Simone Cameron

Mike and Renee Schultz

The Chan Family

Brian and Gwendy Adams
Bruce and Ellen Bergherm
Dima and Lila Didenko
Bill and Tasha Heinrich
The Newmyer Family
Tim and Lynn Barr
Denyse Bayles-Chubb
Doug and Tresa Bechard
Royce and Sharon Brown
The Coe Family
Belinda Grant

The Dunkel Family
Tim and Carolyn Goff
Stephen and Jamie Herr
John and Samantha Johannessen
Greg and Eleide Larson
Allan and Elsa Machado
Elisa Rahming
Frank and Odette Runnels
Chris and Charies Sauder
Mark and Lennie Schiefer
Yvonne Tindale
Ramon and Merili Wyatte

Joe and Garla Johnson
The Maggard Family
Joe and Erika Skula
Orton and Cherisse Varona
The Willis Family

pledge. Others soon followed. In a matter of a few weeks,
the entire $520,000 poured in. Challenge issued and
challenge met. The Founders’ Campaign was completed
all within the month of February.
The Johnstons are thrilled with the school’s direction and
love being part of the NTCA family. Tom and Jo feel very
connected and truly believe their children are receiving
an excellent Christian education. Tom shares, “We have
thoroughly enjoyed all the new families and friends we have
met this past year and look forward to the future.”
NTCA’s future is exciting indeed! Enrollment for 2019-2020
increased by almost 30%. More and more families are

joining the NTCA family. NTCA has a mission to reach the
community with the love of God. However, the Johnstons
were a part of the local community who reached NTCA
with God’s love. They represent those who embrace the
opportunity to walk side by side with the North Tampa
families, the community families, the hospital community,
the Adventist church and the mission of NTCA to the greater
Tampa area.
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Twelve Tribes of Israel
Word Search Game

Kids

Jesus
Cares For
You!
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Come
Me e t

B R E N D A WA L S H
Au thor of

Strength for Today, the latest

devotional book by Brenda Walsh,
is filled with timeless inspirational
messages. You can read this book
cover to cover or use the index
to choose a topic that speaks to
your life for that day. Each page
flows with encouragement, hope,
and love that will lift your heart
toward heaven.
$18.99 Sale $15.99

DEC 5 & 6
Book Signing

Tastes like
beef with

NO BEEF

2 count, ¼ lb patties, only $5.59

BEEF
CHOLESTEROL
PLANT BASED

Did you know? You can get all the products from the ABC with FREE DELIVERY

EXPRESS DELIVERY SCHEDULE
The Express Delivery is a solution we have for those that don’t live near an ABC store.

The ABC takes deliveries to churches around the state every Sunday. All you have to do, is call us by Thursday at 5pm the
week we are coming to your area and place an order. We will deliver it to your local church with no extra charge to you.
Check out the calendar of churches where we will be delivering in the coming weeks.

October 13

9:00 – 9:30 am
10:00 – 10:30 am
11:30 am – 12:00 pm
12:30 – 1:00 pm
2:00 – 2:45 pm
4:00 – 4:30 pm

October 20

8:30 – 9:00 am
10:00 – 10:30 am
11:30 – 12:00 pm
1:00 – 1:30 pm
2:30 – 3:00 pm
4:00 – 4:30 pm
5:30 – 6:00 pm

October 27

8:30 – 9:00 am
9:45 – 10:15 am
11:15 –11:45 am
1:15 – 1:45 pm
2:45 – 3:15 pm
4:30 – 5:00 pm

November 3

9:00 – 9:45 am
10:15 – 10:45 am
11:45 am – 12:15 pm
12:45 – 1:15 pm
2:00 – 2:30 pm
3:00 – 3:30 pm
4:00 – 4:30 pm
5:00 – 5:30 pm

Daytona Beach SDA Church
New Smyrna Beach SDA Church
Titusville SDA Church
Cocoa SDA Church
Palm Bay SDA Church
Fort Pierce SDA Church

East Pasco SDA Church
Brooksville SDA Church
Homosassa SDA Church
Spring Hill SDA Church
New Port Richey SDA Church
Clearwater SDA Church
St. Petersburg SDA Church

Lady Lake SDA Church
North Lake SDA Church
Ocala SDA Church
Cross City SDA Church
Perry SDA Church
Tallahassee SDA Church

Port Saint Lucie SDA Church
Midport SDA Church
West Palm Beach 1st Church
West Palm Beach Ephesus
Pompano Beach SDA Church
Margate SDA Church
Ambassador SDA Church
Sunrise SDA Church

November 17

8:30 – 9:00 am
10:00 – 10:30 am
11:30 am – 12:00 pm
1:30 – 2:00 pm
2:45 – 3:15 pm
3:45 – 4:30 pm
5:30 – 6:00 pm

November 24

Inverness SDA Church
Tampa SDA Church
Brandon SDA Church
West Coast Christian Academy
Sarasota SDA Church
North Port SDA Church
Port Charlotte SDA Church

8:30 – 9:00 am
10:30 – 11:00 am
12:00 – 12:30 pm
1:30 – 2:00 pm
3:00 – 3:30 pm
4:45 – 5:15 pm
5:45 – 6:15 pm

December 8

8:30 – 9:15 am
10:15 – 10:45 am
11:45 am – 12:15 pm
1:15 – 1:45 pm
2:15 – 2:45 pm
3:15 – 3:45 pm
4:15 – 4:45 pm

December 15
11:00 – 11:30 am
12:30 – 1:00 pm
1:30 – 2:00 pm
2:30 – 3:00 pm
3:45 – 4:15 pm

351 S State Rd 434, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

Winter Haven SDA Church
Avon Park SDA Church
Arcadia SDA Church
Cape Coral SDA Church
Ft. Myers SDA Church
Lehigh Acres SDA Church
Naples

Palm Coast SDA Church
Palatka SDA Church
St. Augustine SDA Church
Orange Cove SDA Church
Jacksonville 1st SDA Church
Jacksonville Ephesus SDA Church
Jacksonville Southpoint SDA Church

Kendall SDA Church
Miami Temple SDA Church
Miami Springs SDA Church
Eden SDA Church
Maranatha SDA Church

TO ORDER, CALL 407-644-4255
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
By: Josie Oates
It is my pleasure to share with you my experience with the
Scholarship Program provided and administered by the
Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
I have always been a strong believer and proponent of
Christian Education, but it was not until I became a member
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church that I fully understood
the true value of such an education. At the time, my daughter
had completed her education, but I made a commitment that
I would do all in my power to send my granddaughter to a
SDA elementary and high school. By God’s grace, this was
accomplished with financial sacrifice, donations and the
willingness of my granddaughter to work during the school
year and even during the summer months to subsidize her
tuition.
After graduating high school, my granddaughter applied
for and was accepted to Oakwood University where she
is currently in her third year of Nursing School. It has been
quite a struggle for me to assist her as she continues her
Christian education. My daughter has a medical condition
that has prevented her from working or contributing towards
my granddaughter’s college tuition.
My granddaughter has applied for and received some
scholarships that have been a great help to the furtherance
of her education, but the amounts received have not been
sufficient to allow her admission each semester.
As a retired grandmother with limited income, but a great
desire to help my granddaughter continue her Christian
education, we applied to the Scholarship Program at the
Florida Conference and were granted assistance that made it
possible for her to continue preparing for her nursing career.

I would like to publicly express my appreciation and gratitude
to the Florida Conference and their Scholarship Program for
their assistance in providing the means for my granddaughter
to continue her education at Oakwood University.
Members of the Florida Conference are eligible to
apply for financial scholarships to attend one of our
Adventist academies or universities. Scholarships
are weighted according to need; however, any high
school or college bound student is welcome to apply.
Eligible applicants must be a member of the Florida
Conference or have at least one parent or guardian
who is. Scholarships, if awarded, will be applied to
the tuition costs of an Adventist institution.
If you would like additional information, please
contact the Development and Planned Giving
Department of the Florida Conference at 407644-5000 x 2241.
These scholarships are made possible by the
generosity of many people. If you would like to
support a young person seeking an Adventist
education, please contact the Development
and Planned Giving Department of the Florida
Conference at 407-644-5000 x 2241.

F L O R I D A

C O N F E R E N C E

DEVELOPMENT &
PLANNED GIVING

TIME, LISTENING &
By: Alexander E. Schlussler
When we are training people to use coaching skills, the first
and most important is the skill of listening, as it is the fuel
that allows our relationships to flourish. It is foundational
to expressing the love of Christ. How well we love and
how well we openly express that love is really a measure
of who we are in Christ. When we seek to live as Jesus
did, it means to walk in faith, giving freely of our time and
talents. The words of the apostle Paul clarify, “If I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing,” (1 Cor. 13:2).
So, might we then say that love is above all. To love as
Jesus does is to see others as He does, His most precious
creations. It is to look beyond the foolish human things
we do, to forgive in the love of Christ when we should.
Turning again to Paul as he describes love, “…it is not easily
angered, and it keeps no record of wrongs,” (1 Cor. 13:5).
It may be that one of the best things we can do as we look
to show the love of Christ to those around us is to take
time and truly listen to what they have to say. To love well,
we must be giving with our time, never expect anything in
return and be fully present. When we open our ears and our
hearts to hear what the lost are saying, we are able to share
God’s love in a way that sets the captives free.

give with
your time
open your
ears to others
love as
Jesus does

Alexander E. Schlussler

Field Associate for Lay and Leadership Development
alex.schlussler@floridaconference.com
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
By: Angela Baerg
Mary Aquino had always wanted to go on a mission trip
overseas, but she was scared. Aquino has an autoimmune
disorder called vitiligo, which causes the body to attack
itself, resulting in a loss of skin pigmentation and blotches
covering the body. She was worried that her vitiligo might
flare up overseas, so she had always stayed home when
her friends went on mission trips. Finally, during her senior
year at Southern Adventist University, Aquino heard about
a two week uQuest Missions trip to India, and she decided
it was time to take a chance.
“I was nervous,” she says. “I even considered only going
for half of the trip, but I was tired of hiding when I knew God
had so much in store for me.”
uQuest is part of Southern’s Chaplain’s Office, and its
main purpose is providing service opportunities that match
Southern students’ passions and skills. Aquino traveled
with a group of 15 students and four medical professionals
to Mumbai and Chennai. They conducted 10 health clinics,
treating more than 100 people at each clinic. Aquino, a
health science major, was excited to have the opportunity
to be involved in hands-on care. Ever since she was a little
girl, she had always been fascinated by the medical field,
wanting to be in hospitals and clinics whenever possible
to observe everything going on around her. Although
the treatment conditions that she encountered in India
were very different from the ones that she was used to in
the United States, the principle of helping those in need
remained the same. Aquino enjoyed checking blood sugar
and blood pressure, taking temperatures and preparing
patients to see the medical professionals.
Most of the health problems that the team encountered
stemmed from a lack of access to clean water. Everywhere
they went, they shared their health message, teaching
people basic skills to improve their overall well-being. In
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spite of the difficult living conditions she encountered,
Aquino was amazed to see how much happiness the
people were still able to find in their daily lives.
“I saw people living on the streets under tents or sheets
of metal,” remembers Aquino. “In spite of their difficulties,
they were very cheerful and generous. They would share
all of the food they had with their neighbors or even us, the
guests they had just met.”
The most unexpected part of Aquino’s trip was when
she encountered villagers who also had vitiligo. In those
situations, she was able to use her personal experience to
educate others. She even advised the chief of one village,
telling him to continue exposing his skin to the sun and to
change his diet to include less dairy and meat. Since stress
can also worsen the condition, she told him to minimize
stressors in his life whenever possible. Aquino was so
pleased. Her skin condition, which she had thought would
be her biggest liability, had become her biggest asset,
enabling her to help others in a special way that no one
else could.
Now home, Aquino is concluding her studies at Southern
Adventist University and preparing to go to graduate school
to become a physician’s assistant. She has been especially
encouraged by professors who have pushed her to always
do better and never give up on her dream.
“This trip was a wonderful chance to help others and be
compassionate to those in need,” says Aquino. “I believe
God can lead me to help people both in and out of our
country. In the future, I hope to go on more mission trips,
this time as a physician’s assistant! I know God has big
plans for me. I look forward to learning where He will send
me to serve.”

TRES CUALIDADES DE UN
Por: Pastor Abdiel Del Toro
Cristo es quien nos llama a ser sus discípulos y es quien
promete conducirnos por ese sendero. Así siempre lo ha
hecho y lo hará. Durante sus años de ministerio público,
Jesús invirtió mucho tiempo en definir claramente cómo es
un discípulo y cómo es el crecimiento de un discípulo. De
forma intencional Cristo dio definiciones de lo que es un
discípulo para marcar un camino de principios y una ruta
clara a seguir para todos aquellos que respondamos a su
llamado. Miremos cómo el Señor Jesús definió cuáles son
las características de un discípulo.
1. Permanencia constante: “Por tanto,
Jesús decía a los judíos que habían creído
en él: —Si vosotros permanecéis en mi
palabra, seréis verdaderamente mis
discípulos; y conoceréis la verdad, y la
verdad os hará libres,” (Juan 8:31-32).
Permanecer en su palabra significa conocerla, dejar que
moldee su mente y corazón y obedecerla. El discípulo
decide permanecer en la palabra de Dios y hace de ella
su fundamento de vida. Es aquel que oye la Palabra y la
pone en práctica, la aplica, la vive. Es aquel que construye
sobre la roca en vez de construir sobre la arena. El acto
de permanecer es uno de constancia, no es esporádico ni
intermitente. El permanecer en la Palabra es una decisión
no negociable en la vida del discípulo. Esa permanencia
es la que trae conocimiento de la verdad de Dios y por
consiguiente esa permanencia en la Palabra nos conduce
a la libertad en Jesús.
2. Amor compasivo: “Un mandamiento
nuevo os doy: que os améis los unos a los
otros. Como os he amado, amaos también
vosotros los unos a los otros. En esto
conocerán todos que sois mis discípulos,
si tenéis amor los unos por los otros,”
(Juan 13:34-35).

Multiplicación sin límites
“Si permanecéis en mí, y mis palabras
permanecen en vosotros, pedid lo que
queráis, y os será hecho. En esto es
glorificado mi Padre: en que llevéis mucho
fruto y seáis mis discípulos,” (Juan 15:7-8).
La vida del discípulo produce frutos de vida eterna en su
carácter, acciones, motivos, pensamientos y palabras.
Su vida naturalmente crece y crece porque el Dios
Todopoderoso mora en él y lo transforma a su semejanza.
Nuestros ojos se abren, nuestro entendimiento acerca de
Dios aumenta, y la comprensión de su voluntad se hace tan
clara que reconocemos que ella es lo mejor para nuestra
vida. Pero el discípulo maduro es llamado a dar frutos y
ayudar a su prójimo a que llegue a ser, con él, un discípulo
de Cristo. Solo uno que ha experimentado libertad puede
mostrarles el camino de libertad a otros. Solo uno que
ha experimentado el poder de la gracia de Dios puede
contar cuán grandes son las abundantes reservas de esa
maravillosa gracia.
“Tan pronto como uno acude a Cristo,
nace en el corazón un vivo deseo de
hacer saber a otros cuán precioso amigo
encontró en el Señor Jesús. La verdad
salvadora y santificadora no puede
permanecer encerrada en el corazón. Si
estamos revestidos de la justicia de Cristo
y rebosamos de gozo por la presencia
de su Espíritu, no podremos guardar
silencio.” (Elena White, “El Camino a
Cristo”, p.78).

El autor William Hendriksen menciona lo siguiente sobre
este pasaje; “La marca inconfundible que distingue a los
seguidores de Cristo no es el poder militar, ni la acumulación
de bienes materiales, ni posiciones de autoridad, ni
milagros, ni la precisión de la ortodoxia doctrinal, ni la
elocuencia de palabra, ni el crecimiento numérico, sino la
práctica consecuente de esa clase de amor unos por otros,
de parte de los creyentes, que Jesús demostró durante su
ministerio y supremamente en la cruz.” Amar como Jesús
amó es la marca distintiva del discípulo de Cristo. Como
menciona Benjamín Bedford, “El amor hacia los hermanos
es señal de la morada de Dios en nuestro corazón...Es
inconcebible que el que ama a Dios odie a su hermano.”
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Prayer Ministries
Youth
FB: @FLyouthministries
FB: @ FLConferencePM
Youth
Prayer Ministries
IG: @ FLyouthministries
FB: @FLyouthministries
FB: @ FLConferencePM
IG: @ FLyouthministriesWomen’s Ministries
Pathfinders
FB: @FLConferenceWM
Women’s Ministries
FB: @FLConferenceWM
Pathfinders
FB: @ FLpathfinders
IG: @FLConferenceWM
IG: @FLConferenceWM
IG: @ FLpathfindersFB: @ FLpathfinders TT: @FLConferenceWM
IG: @ FLpathfinders

Adventurers
Adventurers
FB: @FLadventurers
FB: @FLadventurers
IG: @FLadventurersIG: @FLadventurers

ABC
FB: @FloridaABC
ABC
TT: @FloridaABC
FB: @FloridaABC
TT: @FloridaABC

Family Ministries
FB: @FLfamilyministries
TT: @FLfamilyministries

TT: @FLConferenceWM

Ministerios en Español
Ministerios en Español
FB: @MinisteriosEnEspanol
FB: @MinisteriosEnEspanol

Stay updated
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articles,
and resources
for for
church.
Staywith
updated
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news, events,
articles,
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your
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Stay updated
with
news,
events,
articles,
and
resources
foryour
your
church.
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