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Story of a house fly with a positive twist – “He was a stranger and I took him in.” 

One favorite college professor of mine told the comical story of Deacon Brown and the passing fly. 

Deacon Brown was known as the walking Bible of his community. That is, he knew the contents of the 

Christian Bible from cover to cover. So much so, that he could quote a Bible text for just about 

everything. For instance, if he met a weeping person he would quote Ecclesiastes 3:4, which states, 

“There is a time to weep and a time to laugh.” One day, as he was walking along the main street of his 

little town, three little boys ran behind to hear him quote Bible texts. Deacon Brown had no clue that he 

was being followed by three little “musketeers.” As he walked along, singing a song, he opened his 

mouth to catch a high note and a passing fly slipped down his throat. Deacon Brown coughed and 

coughed but the fly had gone beyond his ability to get it out. As the three little boys observed Deacon 

Brown’s futile efforts to extricate this flying stranger, the 7-year-old said to the other two boys, “I dare 

him to find a Bible text to match that one.” Without hearing or seeing his little travel partners, Deacon 

Brown was heard to say, “Mathew 25:35, he was a stranger and I took him in.” 

For a brief moment, try to forget the comical makeup of this narrative and reflect on this statement Jesus 

made in Matthew chapter 25, “I was a stranger and you took me in.” Have you done something kind for a 

stranger recently, such as contributing to the efforts of your church to help the victims of Hurricane 

Dorian? A great way to bless victims of natural disasters is to save a small portion of your income ($10 

per month) in anticipation of a disaster. There will always be victims of natural disasters in this world of 

sin. These disasters do not happen everywhere at the same time, God keeps many safe and blessed so that 

they can practice “true religion” upon those who fall victims of disasters – the strong helping the weak. 

Jesus talked a lot about helping the less fortunate who are a representation of Jesus himself. “The King 

will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these my brethren, you did for 

me.’” (Matthew 25:40) 

The prophet Isaiah (58:7) summed up “true religion” as the demonstration of practical acts of kindness to 

those who are in need. To feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit those who are in prison, and comfort 

those who are hurting. To everyone that practices this kind of religion Jesus promised a place in His 

eternal kingdom (Matthew 25:33-40). May we hear those same words from Jesus when He returns the 

second time as Deacon Brown said of the flying stranger, “He was a stranger and I took him in.” 


