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2017 Summer Camp 
by the Numbers

1061 - Total Campers 

506 - Boy Campers

555 - Girl Campers 

397 - Campers indicated to 
commit their lives to Christ

153 - Campers expressed 
interest in studying for 
baptism.

85 - Campers were Baptized 
this summer

For the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. 
Matthew 19:14
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COME TO OUR NEW PLAYGROUND

This summer, the sounds of children’s laughter and enjoyment 
resounds throughout camp. A new children’s playground has 
been erected outside of the cafeteria. We are thankful for all of 
our donors and camp staff whose generosity made a difference 
in the hearts of children. For there is nothing more pure than the 
happiness of a child.

HOT FRESH KETTLE CORN

Yes, that fluffy sweet, and salty 
goodness you grew up with is now 
part of our camp. We are indebted 
to a gracious donor who has 
donated the kettle corn making 
equipment to us here at Camp 
Kulaqua.

We have completed our 64th year 
of summer camp. Camp Kulaqua is a 
nature oasis in a desert of technology 
distraction. Though most kids might 
be hesitant to go to a camp where 
they are not allowed any electronics 
in their cabins, they find Camp 
Kulaqua’s Summer Camp to be a unique 
experience in which they can grow 
spiritually and reconnect with nature. 

From crafting in leather work to taking 
in nature on horse back to nailing 
a bull’s eye in archery, or getting 
launched via blob into the spring. In 
addition to daily worship, camp fire 
songs, delicious vegetarian meals, 
night visits to River Ranch, and bible 
studies. It is no surprise that most kids 
end up begging to come back next year. 

Since it’s humble beginnings, Camp 
Kulaqua has treated every summer as 
a new experience to show God’s love, 
and bring people closer through nature 
to the Creator himself. Now, many years 
later, kids come from all over the globe 
to experience the countless blessings 
of summer in Camp Kulaqua.

To God be 
the Glory!

For more information contact our Summer Camp office at 
(386)454-1351 or to make a tax-deductible donation to 
any of our ministries, including our Worthy Camper Fund, 
visit: wwww.campkulaqua.com

Summer Camp

5



Mocha playing in the dirt for the first time in his new enclosure.

          
           New Home

The New Mocha Enclosure Project has been 
completed. Our 700 lbs furry friend is excited about 
his new home where he will have ample room to 
play, climb, sleep, and be happy. When we asked 
Mocha about what he thought about his new home, 
he responded: “I can bear-ly believe it, the wait has 
been almost un-bear-able, and it feels like it has 
taken fur-ever.” It’s clear to see that Mocha is happy 
and excited for in new home. After many generous 
donations and contributions it seems he too shall 
have his own open air enclosure just like his friends: 
Faith and Judah, the lions twins, Hope and India, the 
Tigers, and even Gomer, the tortoise. 

For more information about donating to our animal 
enclosures please call (386) 454-1351
or visit our website: www.campkulaqua.com

Our goal here in Camp Kulaqua is to provide an 
open atmosphere for our zoo neighbors so they can 
see the stars and they too can experience a closer 
connection to our Creator.

All of this is thanks to you, our caring donors for 
making Mocha’s dream a reality. We will keep you 
updated as Mocha settles into his new home. We 
will be moving onto our next new project, providing 
a new open enclosure for our cougar, Hannah, so 
that she too may sleep under the stars.
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Norm and Barbara Middag

In 2016 a nature center committee was formed and appointed 
to work on a new nature center facility and curriculum for Camp 
Kulaqua. The Middag Nature Center Project was designed to built 
a new educational and informative campus for our youth. Norm 
Middag was Camp Kulaqua’s Director between 1964 and 1975. 
He and his wife Barbara were very much involved with the Golden 
Web Nature Center even before, in 1961. The Middags have still 
remained a key part of nature preservation here at Camp Kulaqua 
and they will continue working on the new nature center which will 
be named after them. 

The Middag Nature Center will be a 19,000 ft² structure that will 
be surrounding the existing building. New amenities will include, 
a new class room that will seat a hundred students, an outdoor 
teaching amphitheater for two hundred people, a new set of 
restrooms, an entry pavilion, and an apartment that will be used 
by interns in cooperation with Southern Adventist University. In 
this age of technology our desire is to provide a place where kids 
can come together, enjoy the great outdoors, and connect with God 
through His creation in a deep personal way. 

Nature 
Preservation

To be part of this upcoming project please visit: www.campkulaqua.com
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September 10, 2017 a massive hurricane by the name of Irma hit Florida, and while 
she had been weakened by the time she arrived to the North central part of the state, 
she was still a force to be reckoned with. Camp Kulaqua offered it’s grounds as a 
shelter for those who were fleeing the powerful hurricane, and with open arms 187 
people, 20 dogs, 10 cats, and 2 slightly confused chickens, were taken in. Hot food 
was served by our kitchen staff, snacks, and plenty bottled water. By nightfall the 
hurricane had arrived and showed her fury, but thankfully everyone slept peacefully 
throughout the storm. 

After the storm passed, the rising flood water levels from the Santa Fe River and 
nearby springs, started to affect us as soon as two days after the storm. The water 
rose 20’ above normal levels causing the Hornsby Springs to overflow onto camp. 
With the rising water levels some of our buildings were damaged. Stillwater’s 
Lodge,  Springview Cottage, Deer Run Cottage, Spring Chapel, Tomokie Cabin, and 
The A-Frame were all among the buildings affected by the flooding; even the Picnic 
Pavilion was left underwater. Prior to the flooding, some of our zoo friends were 
relocated to more drier locations for their safety and wellbeing. 

It took over a week for the flood waters to go back down and the main road to be 
accessible once again. The road to recovery has begun and thanks to God and his 
mercy the damage from hurricane Irma was only structural. Once again we are 
accepting groups to camp and everything has started to flow back to normality. We 
are indebted to the generosity of all who have offered to help in the clean up and 
those who have donated to the hurricane Irma Recovery Fund.

Hurricane Irma Refugees set tling in during storm.

Flood waters 
from the spring 
reaching the 
main office 
building. 
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Hello from Camp Kulaqua, it is a beautiful fall 
day here at camp, leafs are changing colors, 
skies are blue, and there’s no humidity what 
a wonderful time to be at camp in the fall. Fall 
reminds us of the time of harvest when we 
count our blessings think the good Lord for all 
that he’s done for us throughout 2017. 

He has blessed camp in so many ways that 
it’s hard to count, I  immediately think of 
summer camp and all the children that made 
commitments to Jesus for the first time with 85 
baptisms happening right at camp with other 
baptisms to follow back in there  local churches. 
I also think of blessings in years gone by, in 1953 
the executive committee of the conference sat 
on the banks of the Hornsby spring and prayed 
to God should we buy this place for the youth of 
the church. God said yes, and for $18,000 Camp 
Kulaqua was born. Since that day hundreds of 
thousands of people have escaped the hustle 
of the world to enjoy the peace of God’s creation 
at camp. 

Last year we were blessed with 49,560 campers 
and guest. I hope and pray that soon you will 
get an opportunity to escape the world come to 
camp and experience the still small voice of God 
in his beautiful creation. Merry Christmas and 
a happy new year to you and your family. May 
Jesus come in 2018. 

Hello, my name is Russell Hallman. I am the new 
Director of Property Services at Camp Kulaqua. 
I moved to Camp Kulaqua from Minnesota with 
my wife, Kristen and our son, Sean. 

Back in Minnesota I was the camp caretaker at 
North Star Camp. I grew up in the camp ministry, 
my parents Dave and Peggy Hallman worked 
for several different camps, including Camp 
Kulaqua while I was young. I spent three years at 
Camp Kulaqua during my youth and at the time 
I received my first “real“ job from Phil Younts 
washing dishes; so in a sense, it’s like returning 
home again. 

My wife and I met at Camp Winnekeag, where we 
both found out we love camp! 
She and I have been married for 18 years and we 
adopted Sean from Kazakhstan in 2005. 
We began our ‘“adult” camp ministry again in 
2014 at the camp in MN. 

Prior to Camp I enjoyed careers in both boat 
repair and automotive technology along with 
holding two degrees; a BBA in Management and 
an AS in Automotive Technology. 
My family and I enjoy most all outdoor 
activities! Especially camping and water 
sports, we are all excited to be involved in the 
ministries of Camp Kulaqua.

Hello my name is Armando Valenzuela. I was 
born in the Dominican Republic and was raised 
at a very young age in New York City. There is 
where I met my amazing wife Aileen who is an 
educator. The Lord blessed us with two amazing 
daughters, Amanda and Ashley. As a family we 
love to travel, spend time together, and meet 
people from different walks of life. We moved 
to Florida in 2003 seeking a better environment 
for our children. 

My wife and I are extremely involved with 
Pathfinders and Adventurers. Currently Aileen 
is a cluster coordinator for Adventurers and I 
am the Pathfinder Evangelism Director for the 
state. I have been an entrepreneur by nature all 
my life and have experienced many different 
business endeavors. These have ranged from 
accounting to sales to various aspects of the 
food business. The food business however, 
is my passion. Food to me is not only what 
sustains us but also brings us together. Food 
has no barriers, prejudice, or limits. 

No matter who you are, where you’re from, 
or how old you are; food is part of you and 
that’s why I love this industry. I praise God for 
the opportunity he has given me to work and 
minister in His service. At the end, I’m just a 
sinner saved by grace!

Your brother in Christ,
 
Phil Younts
Camp Ministries Director
Florida Conference of Seventh-day Adventist
Ph (386) 454-1351

wwww.campkulaqua.com

Hurricane Irma Refugees set tling in during storm.
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DO YOU FEEL THE CALL 
TO HELP THEM?

Near your church, there are 
prisons, jails, ex-inmates and 
families of inmates that need to 
be reached.

We provide special training 
and understanding on how to 
communicate with those in need.

Frank Barton - frank.barton@floridaconference.com
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re you passionate about the 
gospel and the Great Commission?

We are seeking highly motivated, talented, candidates to accept the call and join our staff.

careers.floridaconference.com
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LISTENING
SKILLS

3 P,S THAT 
TRANSFORM 
CONVERSATIONS
It is important to recognize the difference 
between hearing and listening as we are 
always hearing but not always listening. 
We may travel to a foreign land where people 
are speaking languages that we can hear, but 
we do not understand a word they are saying. 
This is hearing, and hearing is for the most part 
is passive. When we are speaking of listening, 
active listening, not only are we hearing, but we 
are connecting to the words, understanding 
and processing what has been said. People 
desire to be listened to and to feel valued. 

Jesus invested large amounts of time as he 
listened to people who were hurting and in 
need. “That evening at sundown they brought 
to him all who were sick or oppressed by 
demons.”(Mark 1:32) Jesus listened empathically 
to their hearts cry and was able to see through 
cultural barriers and connect to people 
relationally. This enabled Jesus to bring them 
the reality of God’s love and grace. 

This is beautifully demonstrated in the 
encounter with the Samaritan woman at the 
well. (e.g., John 4:4-26) Jesus revealed to the 
woman that he cared in ways that she may 
have never experienced. To be listened to, and 
to know that the person listening truly cared 
moved her deeply. 

Changing a process of casual communication 
into a vehicle that transforms lives of both 
the speaker and the listener doesn’t happen 
by accident it is truly an art form that reflects 
purposeful effort, deliberate practice and 
experience.

The single biggest problem in communication 
is the illusion that it has taken place. 

                              -George Bernard Shaw      

The Three P’s are:
PAUSE – The pause not only give 
you time to clarify and organize your 
paraphrase, but lets the speaker know 
that you are really considering what they 
are saying.

PARAPHRASE – Simple, to the point, 
using their words, yet expressed in 
a tone of inquiry, leaving the option 
open that you may not be hearing 
everything correctly, and giving them the 
opportunity of adjusting the thought or 
expounding.

PROBE – Ask a follow up question that 
inquires deeper into the issue.

new life
coaching skillsFOCUS on

Life Skills
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